
Birds in the York Area 2021



December / January



Overwintering 
Siberian Lesser 
Whitethroat in an 
Elvington garden from 
18th to 23rd January.  
Ringing details 
showed this was of 
the eastern race 
Blythi, ringed at 
Bempton Cliffs RSPB 
reserve on the 10th 
October 2020. 



Gulls attracted to abattoir waste on 
fields near Skipwith included two 
Iceland, three Caspian, a Mediterranean 
and Yellow Legged Gull. Iceland Gulls 
also roosted at Wheldrake Ings



Short-eared Owls including one 
at Nether Poppleton



Green-winged Teal in the LDV

A Mandarin took up residence at Heslington West 









February



Velvet Scoter found on the Ouse at Acaster

It was also seen along the Wharfe



https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-3jdCo4ITo7s/YD-ZsLwZBGI/AAAAAAAAK4I/df0LypTa7IsPdvj3nS3vhTKsestZ9-p0QCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/thumbnail_IMG-20210222-WA0001%2BSmew%2BThorganby.jpg

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HdpmNMNy8t8/YD-XKr78gkI/AAAAAAAAK3Y/tAck0G3gBrk-QP_RN1u0tb7pHiWwLNiUQCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Slav%2BGrebe%2B18.02.21%2BTBroxup%2BBKI.jpg

Slavonian Grebe at Bank Island Common Scoters at Clifton Ings

Scaup in the LDVSmew at Thorganby

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-3jdCo4ITo7s/YD-ZsLwZBGI/AAAAAAAAK4I/df0LypTa7IsPdvj3nS3vhTKsestZ9-p0QCLcBGAsYHQ/s1415/thumbnail_IMG-20210222-WA0001+Smew+Thorganby.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HdpmNMNy8t8/YD-XKr78gkI/AAAAAAAAK3Y/tAck0G3gBrk-QP_RN1u0tb7pHiWwLNiUQCLcBGAsYHQ/s1147/Slav+Grebe+18.02.21+TBroxup+BKI.jpg


Ducks along the 

Wharfe

Pink-footed Goose passage



Goosander at Derwenthorpe



Whooper Swan passage started



Wheldrake Gull roost



Iceland Gull at Clifton Ings









March

Whooper Swan passage continued 
including a new day record of 646 & a 
record 1682 in the LDV



https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7hZHh-83jFQ/YHbsjZ1-UtI/AAAAAAAAK6g/tLUSGmn6XvwB59sjb6XAFmlpo_suvgaLACLcBGAsYHQ/s320/GWT%2B20.03.21%2BNDC%2BCG.jpg

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_WbMO6t35Rs/YHbtckh_5XI/AAAAAAAAK60/m6y7FKW_3MYQMeKnBodzEVyTrDP_Z_edwCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/BNG%2B24.03.21%2BOM%2BNDC.jpg

Bewick’s Swan at Bubwith

Scaup & Green-
winged Teal stayed 
in the LDV

Black-necked Grebes at North Duffield Carrs

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7hZHh-83jFQ/YHbsjZ1-UtI/AAAAAAAAK6g/tLUSGmn6XvwB59sjb6XAFmlpo_suvgaLACLcBGAsYHQ/s2048/GWT+20.03.21+NDC+CG.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_WbMO6t35Rs/YHbtckh_5XI/AAAAAAAAK60/m6y7FKW_3MYQMeKnBodzEVyTrDP_Z_edwCLcBGAsYHQ/s1024/BNG+24.03.21+OM+NDC.jpg


Common Scoters at Acaster & Wheldrake Ings

Long-legged visitors in the LDV



Merlin at Aughton



Hen Harrier at Strensall



2 male Hen Harriers in the LDV



One of last years 
cohort of White-
tailed Eagles 
passed over the 
western side of the 
LDV, passing 
Skipwith Common, 
en route to the 
North York Moors, 





Woodlark & Crossbill on 
the areas Commons



Jack Snipe



April



Returning summer visitors



Migrants on the Tillmire





Black Redstart at Sand Hutton





A Lingering Short-eared Owl





Whooper Swans leave

Black-tailed Godwits in the LDV





May



Savi’s Warbler at 
Heslington East





https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bpGTD_bUrp8/YMtWzymFdtI/AAAAAAAALCE/ZuAREswuos8y7GJ6a-TSd_wlPwiHjYlIQCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Gerry%2BCapelin%2BWI%2B05.05.21%2BHobby.jpg

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bpGTD_bUrp8/YMtWzymFdtI/AAAAAAAALCE/ZuAREswuos8y7GJ6a-TSd_wlPwiHjYlIQCLcBGAsYHQ/s680/Gerry+Capelin+WI+05.05.21+Hobby.jpg






Osprey at Wheldrake





June



https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-162eEa68MSs/YOQ1rbWAXxI/AAAAAAAALJQ/cfwop-7poZk7Lfqi0urzJpXmdlJZuAgGgCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Jonathan%2BScragg%2B13.06.21%2BWheldrake%2BPratincole.jpg

Collared Pratincole at Wheldrake Ings

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-162eEa68MSs/YOQ1rbWAXxI/AAAAAAAALJQ/cfwop-7poZk7Lfqi0urzJpXmdlJZuAgGgCLcBGAsYHQ/s589/Jonathan+Scragg+13.06.21+Wheldrake+Pratincole.jpg


https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-O_MgvXrRicE/YOQ156f7AHI/AAAAAAAALJU/mEJu5VGsfQYIybBpYWRcFPnYYDI_LkfWwCLcBGAsYHQ/s320/Gerry%2BCapelin%2BHobby%2BWheldrake%2B17.06.21.jpg

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-O_MgvXrRicE/YOQ156f7AHI/AAAAAAAALJU/mEJu5VGsfQYIybBpYWRcFPnYYDI_LkfWwCLcBGAsYHQ/s1751/Gerry+Capelin+Hobby+Wheldrake+17.06.21.jpg










Breeding Season

Spotted 
Crake: 31 
singing 
males in 
the LDV

Quail: 24 singing 
males in the LDV



Up to 90 pairs of Shoveler in the LDV

3 pairs of 
Garganey in 
the LDV



31 pairs of Little Egret in the LDV



Breeding waders



Breeding raptors



Stonechats at Strensall Common





York Swift 
nest boxes 
installed



July











Wader passage

Greenshank

Wood SandpiperGreen Sandpiper

Avocets at Bank Island



August at the Park & Ride



Wader Passage

Wood Sandpiper Little Stint

Dunlin Black-tailed Godwit
Green Sandpiper & Snipe



https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ST6Gy_g_rT0/YU250qL6wYI/AAAAAAAALNc/tTmmcWNryF8YhQ_eNT3CcPsHODM7MIR5ACLcBGAsYHQ/s320/IMG_0412%2BGWE.JPG

Escaped Wood Duck at Strensall

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ST6Gy_g_rT0/YU250qL6wYI/AAAAAAAALNc/tTmmcWNryF8YhQ_eNT3CcPsHODM7MIR5ACLcBGAsYHQ/s2048/IMG_0412+GWE.JPG




September



Guillemot on the Wharfe



Pectoral Sandpiper at Wheldrake Ings

Little Stint Ruff Snipe



Turtle Dove at 
Bank Island

Cetti’s Warbler at 
Bank Island

Capsian Gull at 
Acaster





October

A Yellow-browed Warbler visited a garden in Nether Poppleton



Short-eared Owl at Fangfoss

Pink-footed Geese in the LDV



Hen Harrier at Wheldrake Ings

Mediterranean Gull at Rowntree Park 

Great White Egret in the LDV





Late breeding Barn 
Owls at Bank Island



Early success for the Motus 
system installed at Bank Island 
with a donation from the Club



November



Late Garden 
Warbler at 
South 
Duffield

Golden Plover survey



Mediterranean Gull in central York
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