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YORK ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB

This report has been compiled by members of the York Omithological Club with nearly alt the
records submitted by members who are active in watching an area of 550 square miles around
York which the Club is responsible for recording. The area covers wetlands (Lower Derwent
Valley), deciduous woedland (Hambleton/Howardian Hills), conifercus woodland (Yearsley
and Ampleforth), lakes (Castle Howard) and large agricultural areas of the vales of York and
Pickering.

The Club has a membership of about 70 and meets on the first Tuesday of the month {except
July and August) in the Friends® Meeting House, Castlegate, York for a full programme of
talks and discussions and for the informal exchange of information which birdwatchers find
invaluable. 'n addition, excursions are arranged to areas of ornithological interest, usually
outside the recording area.

EDITORIAL

Welcome to the 2002 edition of the YOC Report complete with a full cotour cover which will
hopefully be the start of future embellishments to Club reports! First and foremost [ must
apologise for the (seriousty!} late production of this report. This was due to a variety of
reasons which 1 will not go into here, but was compounded by a knock-on effect of the delayed
publication of the 2001 Report, Please rest assured that the Committee is making every effort
to catch up so that subsequent reports will be published on a more timely basis so that they are
more relevant to the year in question. Many thanks are due to all observers who submitted
records for this report.

2002 saw two new records for the YOC recording area with Leach’s Storm-petrel at Malton
and a much visited and admired Buff-breasted Sandpiper in the Lower Derwent Valley, In
fact, the latter species couid be seen together with a Pectoral Sandpiper on occasions,
providing members with a unique Yankee double whammy!

The species accounts have been compiled by Nigel Stewart (Divers to Ducks), Andy Booth
(Raptors to Coat). Peter Watson (Waders to Auks), Ruth Traynor (Doves to Dunnock), Peter
Reed (Thrushes to Flycatchers) and Christine Jakeman (Tits to Buntings) and edited by Andy
Booth. Murlel Plrozek has been responslble for the final production of thig report, Aundy Booth
and Nigel Stewart have kindly provided the illustrations which enhance the text. The
processing of the Report involves a great deal of unseen work which has been carried out
voluntarily by the above persons to whom we are deeply grateful.

Thanks are also due to other members of the Committee who have worked hard throughout
the year to ensure the successful running of the Club. Some of our best talks have been given
by members of this Club, to whom we owe our sincere thanks, and we also thank members
who have offered lifts to those without transport foy our various outings.

We welcome all new members and wish to encourage others, particularly younger people, to
join the Club, We aim to provide a report of interest which is as comprehensive and accurate
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as possible and encourage all members to submit their sightings, however insignificant they
may seem. Guidelines for submitting records can be found in the 1998 Report and on the YOC
website. Please note that from the 2004 Report records should be submitted in the new
taxonomic order issued by the British Omithologists” Union and not in the traditional Voous
order we are used to! A complete list of species recorded in the YOC recording area since
1966 in the new order is accessible on the YOC website or is available from the Recorder.

Records of scarce or rare birds need to be supported by a description. A list of species
requiring written evidence is included in the 2000 YOC Report or can be obtained from the
Recorder. Please nole that as *official” records are no longer available for the Lower Derwent
Valley, members should submit their own sightings for this area and we would encourage
observers to provide counts of birds, particularly commoner species, where possible.

As we aim to have the Report available as soon as possible it would help us greatly if
observers submit their records as soon as possible at the end of the year.

Andy Booth

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2002

January

A very mixed month weather wise, though mostiy mild with periods of heavy rain and some
colder interludes.

The highlight of the month was a Great White Egret found on wetlands just worth of

Riccall on the 8 and remaining until the 16™ . However, its habit of feeding in deep ditches
made it a rather elusive bird. Up to 41 Whooper Swans were present throughout the month at
North Duffield Cases, joined on the 23" by two Bewick's Swans.

Wintering raptors were noticeable by their absence with the only records being a Peregrine in
the Lower Derwent Vatley on the 18™ and a Merlin near Cawood on the 29™ While the Lower
Derwent Valley attracted the usual range of wildfowl and waders, Including some
overwintering Ruff, there were none of (e scarcer species that have turned up during this
month in previous years. The only wildfowl record of note was a flock of 100 Pink-footed
Geese over York on the 20™ while an adult Meditetranean Gull at Castle Howard was the only
white-winged gull reporied,

Six Mealy Redpolls were at Rawcliffe Lake on the 23" and an overwintering Chiffchalf was
found sheltering from heavy rain and wind in the Garganey Hide at North Duffield Carrs on
the 25", Fieldfare and Redwing were seen in reasonable numbers throughout the month while
Blackbird, Song Thrush and Mistle Thrush had alk started singing regularty by the month end.




February

February was mild, very windy and extremely wet while there was a short-lived coid spell late
in the month.

An exhausted Leach’s Storm-petrel, picked up near Maiton on the Sth after strong westerly
winds, was the first record for the YOC recording arca, Regrettably the bird later died in care.
The Whooper Swan flock remained in the North Duffield area with 43 present at Derwent
Cottage Farm on the 20", The onty other wildfowl of note was a female Scaup present on
floodwater at Acaster Malbis.

A pair of Peregrines in the Lower Derwent Valley on the 1™ was the month’s only notable
raptor record while Fuiford Ings proved to be the place for unusual gulls with sightings of
Western Yellow-legged Gull, leeland Gull and Glaucous Guil. The only waders of interest
reparted were Ruff and Jack Snipe.

Good numbers of Fieldfare and Redwing were still present across the recording area but 14
Crossbills at Yearsley Moor was the only sighting of this species for the year. One or two
Mealy Redpolls were feeding with Lesser Redpolls in Askham Beg on the 9",

March
The month was unsettled but generalky mild.

The highlight of the returning summer visitors was a pair of Black-necked Grebes nest
building in front of the Swantail Hide at Wheldrake Ings on the 24" - 27" Other early
summer visitors included Sand Martin, Blackeap, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler. A single
Brambling was present with a flock of Chaffinches at New Earswick on the 24,

Interesting waders included Ruff, Jack Snipe, Little Ringed Plover and [4 Black-tailed
Godwits of the Icelandic race, Flocks of up to 200 Fieldfare and up to 30 Redwing were still
present while Peregrine continued to be seen in the Lower Derwent Valley,

The only unusual gull record for the month was a first-year Little Gull at Bubwith Ings on the
20" and Wheldrake Ings on the 23™.

April

April was dominated by high pressure producing a cool northeasterly airstream and dry
conditions until the very end of the month.

Rird of the month was a Hoopoe in a Knapton garden on the 1% and 2™ and an unusuat
wildfow! record concerned two Egyptian Geese at Wheldrake Ings on the 21%, The influx of
summer visitors continued apace with the first records of Cuckoo, Swift, Swallow, House
Martin, Tree Pipit, Yellow Wagtail, Grasshopper Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler,
Lesser Whitethroat, Whitethroat, Garden Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher. Several Wheatears
were seen during the spring passage period including a female of the Greenland race. This



month produced the only Wood Warbler record for the year. 1t also saw the departure of the
last of the overwintering Peregrine, Fieldfare, Redwing and Golden Plover.

Interesting waders included two Avoccis at Wheldrake Ings on the 25" five summer-
plumaged Golden Plovers at Haxby Road Farm on the 11" Little Ringed Plover at Bank
[sland on the 8" and (5" and a single Common Sandpiper at Cawood on the 27", A roost of
Whimbrel at Wheldrake Ings increased steadily in numbers while the first ‘roding” Woodcock

of the year were noted at Skipwith Common on the 17

May

A very unsettled month in contrast to April with cool, southwesterly winds resulting in rather
wet weather.

The most unusual record this month concerned a female Red-footed Falcon seen by

one lucky observer in the early morning of the 19" at North Duffield Carrs. The only other
interesting raptor records were a Red Kite over Selby on the 18" and a Buzzard at Skipwith on
the 20", Wheatears continued to pass through the area while a male Whinchat was at Strensall
Commaon on the 8", The first Turtle Dove and Nightjar were heard during the month.

Other interesting records included two Avocets at Wheldrake Ings, five Black-tailed Godwits,
several sightings of Greenshank and Commeon Sandpiper and up to 92 Whimbre! at the
Wheldrake roost.

June

June was generally warm with oceasional thunderstorms mid-month.

The month’s highlight was an adult Rese-coloured Starling in Stilfingion on the 14", Nightjars
were seen and heard at Skipwith, Yearsley Moor and Bishop Wood while both Common and
Arctic Terns were seen on passage during the month,

Raptor sightings included Red Kite, Marsh Harrier and Hobby with interesting early returning
passage waders including Spotted Redshank, Green Sandpiper. Wood Sandpiper and Common
Sandpiper.

July

A generally cool and unsettled inonth but hot weather towards the last week was followed by
exceptional thunderstorms.

An adult Pectoral Sandpiper was on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on the 14 — 16" while
other waders of note included two Avocets, Little Ringed Plover, Greenshank and Common
Sandpiper.

Raptor records included Marsh Harrier hunting at Wheldrake Ings on the 17" and Hobbies
between Naburn and Stillingfteet on the 6™ and over Dunnington Common at the end of the
month. The first Quail record of the year was one heard calling at East Moor near Sutton-on-
the-Forest on the 4™,



Aungust
August was mainly warm and humid with frequent thunderstorms mid-month.

An eclipse drake Garganey on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings. on the 10" was the first
record of this species for the year. A Comerake was heard in the Lower Derwent Valley on the
21* while Quail were again heard during the month at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest.
Al returning Common Tern passed over the Central Science Laboratory at Sand Hutton on the
7™

The month produced a number of interesting raptor records with up to six Marsh Harriers
present in the Lower Derwent Valley, a Goshawk that stopped briefly on the roof of a house in
Huntington in the late afternoon of the 19", a pair of Buzzards over Garrowby Hill on the 19
and a Hobby over the Pocklington Canal.

Passage waders in the Lower Derwent included Black-tailed Godwit, Spotted Redshank,
Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper.

A temporary pool in a pig field beside the back road between Sutton-on-the-Forest and
Strensall attracted up o 11 Ruff during the month.

September

An exceptionally dey month with high pressure predominating and periods of strong northerly
winds,

The highlight of the year for many YOC members was a Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Bank
Istand from the 25™ — a first for the YOC recording area. Bank Island also produced sightings
of Pectoral Sandpiper, Little Stint, Ruff and Jack Snipe.

Outside the Lower Derwent Valley, temporary pools beside the back road between Sutton-on-
the-Forest and Strensall atrracted a diverse range of passage wadets including Curlew
Sandpiper, Dunlin, Snipe, Ruff, Spotted Redshank, Redshank, Greenshank and Green
Sandpiper. These pools were also frequented by up to ten Yellow Wagtails and much larger
numbers of Pied Wagtail,

A Juvenile Garganey on the main pool at Wheldrake [ngs, on the 14™ was the only other

record of his species for the year. Raptor sightings included Marsh Harrier, Buzzard,
Goshawk, Merlin and Hobby.

A single Redstart was on passage at Clifion Ings on the 19,
October

A settled start gave way 1o a series of Atlantic depressions producing significant amounts of
rain.

Seven Bewick’s Swans flew southeast over New Earswick on the 26™ and the first retwrning
Pink-footed Geese were seen over Strensall on the 20", The last Marsh Harrier of the year
was seen over Bank Island and Wheldrake tngs on the 3™ while & Short-eared Owl over



Clifton Ings on the 13™ was the only reeord of this species for the year. Up to ten Jack Snipc
were seen during the month at Bank Island.

‘I'he month saw the first of the returning Fieldfare, Redwing and Brambling while there were
late sightings of Swift, Swallow, House Martin, Yellow Wagtail, Wheatcar, Biackeap and
Spotted Flycatcher.

Noevember

November was dominated by Atlantic weather systems with often windy conditions and heavy
rain.

A Great Grey Shrike was seen at Strensall Common on the 10" while five Swallows over
Dunnington on the 2" could be a record fate date for this species in the YOC recording area.
Brambling sightings were restricted to one or two birds, mostly at Castle Howard. Jack Snipe
were noted beside the River Rye at Lower Buiterwick on 12" and at Forest Farm, Warthill on
the 26™ . Whooper Swans returned to the Lower Derwent Valley with up to 55 birds present at
North Duffield Carrs during the month.

Other wildfow] records of note were a flock of 130 Pink-tootcd Geese over York on the 40 g
Brent Goose with a small flock of Pink-footed Geese at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 7" and a
Juvenile Scaup at Castle Howard from the 3%~ 17",

December

A rather mild month to end the year although strong easterly winds brought a chill in the
second week and torrential rain caused some floeding at the month end.

A Firecrest was discovered in New Earswick on the 13" and remained to the end of the year.
Single Waxwings were seen at Broadway in Fulford and at Askham Bar while up to two
Bramblings were still present at Castle Howard, Six Mealy Redpolls were seen at Raweliffe
Lake on the 4™,

Whooper Swan numbers increased in the Lower Derwent Valley with 170 present at North
Duffield Carrs late in the month along with 20 Bewick’s Swans, Other interesting wildfowl
records from the Lower Derwenl Vaulley included nine Tundra Bean Geese, 27 White-fronted
Geese and ohe to two female Scaup at Bank Island from the 22" .. 25" while six Smew
between Aughton and Elierton on the 22" were the only records of this species for the year.

Malcolm Douglas



Earliest and latest dates for summer visitors/passage migrants

Species
Black-necked Grebe
Garganey

Marsh Harrier
Haobby

Quail

Corncrake

Little Ringed Plover
Black-tailed Godwit
Common Sandpiper
Common Tern
Tustle Dove
Cuckoo

Nightjar

Swift

Sand Martin
Swallow

House Martin

Teee Pipit

Yellow Wagtail
Whinchat

Wheatear

Grasshopper Warbler

Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Woodwarbler
Chiffchaff**
Willow Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher

Arrival date/first reported

24" March
10" August
9" June
11" June
4" July
24" August
27" March
25" March
27" April
8™ June
2% May
3" April
29" May
22° April
23" March
7™ April
3" April
28" April
17" April
8™ May
4" April
21* April
19" April
27" April
27 April
24™ April
24™ April
30" March
27" April
8" March
29" March
8™ April

* One unusual winter record on 12" Deeember
“* (yverwintering birds seen on 25™ January and 9™ December

Last reporfed
27" March
14" September
3" October
14" September
2" August

23" July

24" August

24" September
7" Augnst
13" July

25" August

mid June

27" October
9" September
2™ November

20™ Octaber
2" July
3" October

20" September
2" October
19% July

29™ July

14" Seprember
10" August®
8" September

10™ August

23 October

13" Qctober

15™ September
3 Qctober

Earliest and latest dades for winter visilors/passage migrants

Species
Whooper Swan
Pink-footed Goose
Goldeneye
Goosander
Golden Plover
Jack Snipe
Green Sandpiper
Ficldfare
Redwing
Brambling

Last reported in Spring

3" April

3" March
19" February
mid February
25" Aprit
28" March
20" February
23" April
1" April

4™ March

First reported in Autumn

4™ November
20" October

3" November
20" October
31" August
29" September

1 July

o' October

6" October
13" October



Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Wheldrake Ings
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I asrived at the Bank Istand car park at Wheldrake Ings at 08.45 on 25th September 2002 to
lock for a Little Stint Calidris minuta that had been reported the previous evening. The day
was bright and sunny with a brisk northwesterly wind. 1 proceeded to the far hide that
overlooks the flooded meadows adjacent to Bank Island and began scanning through the
assembled waders. 1 noted 30 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago, ten Dunlin Calidris
alpina, two Rull Philomachus pugreax and a Litlle Stint. Whilst watching these birds 1 noticed
a small wader feeding in the short grass between the hide and the area in which the others
were feeding at around 0900. The bird was approximately 40 metres from my vantage point
enabling me 1o gain excellent views using an Opticron ES 80 telescope with 20-50x HDF
zoom lens.

The general coleuration of a plain buff breast and flanks contrasting with scalloped upper
parts recalled a juvenile female Ruff, However, my bird appeared too small and compact for a
Ruff and the bill was too short. The bird passed close to a Dunlin and I could see they were of
similar size. The combination of plumage pattern and colour suggested to me that the bird
could only be a Buif-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis. 1L was observed feeding [or
20 minutes during which time a detailed field description was taken and a field sketch made.
The bird was flushed by a flock of prazing sheep and flew off low to the north and was lost to
sight at 090.20.

It had failed to return by (9.45 and | returned to the car park. By making reference to my field
notes and both the Collins Bird Guide and Macmillan Field Guide to Bird ldentification [ was
able to confirm my suspicion that the bird was a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Based on some of
the plumage defails I placed the bird as being a juvenile. 1 telephened Birdline Northeast and
the details were teleased at 09.49. Several observers saw the bird later in the day and also
identified it as being a juvenile Buff-breasted Sandpiper.



Description

HARITS: The bird fed in short grass at the front of the wader scrape. [t was constantly moving
and changing direction as it did so. It walked briskly taking high steps. It fed by dipping down
its head and pecking at the surface of the grass every few steps. The bird kept to the grass and
at no time did its feet get wet. It appeared quite bold and was the last to take flight as the sheep
approached. When flushed it flew low and in a slightly twisting, erratic maaner.

HEAD: Small, rounded head with short, straight, thin, dark bili. Face bland with large dark
eye prominent within pale eye-ring. Crown slightly streaked giving capped appearance.
UPPERPARTS: Scapulars and wing coverts neatly scalloped with dark brown centres and
thin, neat buff edges. Inricate scalloping on nape and mantle faded into spotting on the sides
of the breast giving the impression of a dark breast band. Tertials and secondaries were dark
brown with paler buff fringes. Primaries appeared all dark and projected slightly beyond the
tail which also appeared dark. No wing bars or rump or tail patches were noticed in flight.

UNDERPARTS: Sides of head, breast, belly and flanks were a uniform, plain pinky-buff
fading 1o buffish-white towards the vent, Underwings appeared pale in flight.

BARE PARTS: Legs uniform, bright yellowish-orange. Bill dark, fine, straight.
CALL: No calls were detected.
Darren Starkey

Pastseript: The bird was later identified in the hand as an adult female.
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Habitat

Yearsley Moor is a largish area of man-made forest, surrounded by agricultural land, within
the western portion of the Howardian Hills. 1t lies on the northern edge of the first range of
hills north of the Vale of York, some 6 miles northeast of the market town of Easingwold and
2 miles south of Ampleforth Abbey and College. The varied topography, gentle crests,
dissected valleys and a steeply sloping escarpment contributes to the diversity of habitats.
While the Moor is dominated by conifers (notably spruce and pine), patches of mixed
deciduous woodland (oak, beech, sycamore and sitver birch), some with large mature trees,
can be found scattered throughout but particularly along the bottom of the central valley. This
valley also contains 3 “fish ponds’ (2 small and one medinm size) with varying patches of
reeds and water lilies. Periedic felling on the Moor has also added to its diversity, producing
several cleared sections, and reptanted tracts of different ages.

A number of well-defined rides and forest tracks provide a variety of circular watking routes
{1-2 hours duration) that are well used by dog walkers, horse riders and joggers.

Species

With Nightjar numbers in decline on Skipwith Common, this is now one of the most reliable
sites within the YOC recording area for seeing this species. Woodcock are also common
during the breeding season and can be seen roding at dusk. Tawny Owls are resident with the
young being particularly vocal after leaving the nest in late spring early summer, Mocrhen nest
on all 3 ponds, while Coot and Great Crested Grebe nest on the larger bottom pond. Mute
Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mallard, Pochard and Tufted Duck are oceasicnal
visitors to the bottom pond. Small mixed flocks of Swifts, Swallow, House Martin and Sand
Martin will gather over the bottom pond in late summer. when Grey Wagtait may be present
on the dam wall. Sparrowhawk can be seen early morning soaring over the central valley. The
extensive larch plantations have attracted winter flocks of 20-30 Crossbill and 30+ Siskin,
with on occasion a few birds remaining all year. Common residents (ie. seen on most visits)
include Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Wren, Dunnock, Robisr,
Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit, Marsh Tit, Coaf Tit, Blue
Tit, Great Tit, Treecreeper, Jay, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, Starling, Chaffinch,
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bulifinch and Yellowhammer. Regular summer migrants include
Cuckoo, Tree Pipit, Garden Warkler, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Spotted
Flycatcher. Turtle Dove were seen and heard for the first time in May 2003.

Timing

A -2 hour walk, at any time of year, will usually produce a worthwhile number of the resident
woodland bird species. Dusk in late May to mid-July is best for Nightjar, Woodcock and
Tawny Owl. April, May and June are best for the summer migrant passerines, while
November to March are best for the winter thrushes {in the surrounding farmland), Crosshitl,
Siskin and Lesser Redpoll,



Access

From the York Northern By-Pass (A1237) head north on the B1363 (signposted Helmsley)
through the villages of Sulton-on-the-Forest and Stiltington to the village of Brandsby. 100
yards past the vikiage shop {on the right) turn left onto the minor road (signposted Yearsley).
Follow this road down into the valley and up the steep hill on the other side. The lields o the
right of the road between Intake Lodge and the reservoirs just before Yearsley village will
usually have flocks of Lapwing, Fieldfare and Redwing during the winter months. Continue
straight across the crossroads at the village (more tike a hamlet) for approximately half a mile
1o reach the main entrance to the Maor on the right (about 100 yards past the road off on the
feft to Qulston). Pull off the rond and park near to the gate.

For the best Nightjar site walk down the main forest track to the Forester's Cottage (grid ref
SE 592757) continue past this and take the first track to the left. Continue for a further 100
yards until the track forks. Stop at the fork and at dusk check out the siope and cleared area in
front of the cottage for both Nightjar and roding Woodceck. In recent years a male has been
regularly churting close to the cottage (on one occasion from the top of the roof). In June 2003
at least two Grasshopper Warbiers were reeling in the scrubby regrowth on the slope about 50
yards further atong the track from the Nightjar viewing point.

For a good circular waik from the main entrance, walk about 100 yards down the main track
and take the first track to the right. Keep on what s then the main track avoiding any to the

right or left. After about half a mile the track does a 90° tumn to the left. Directly ahead is a
cleared area with a dead tree trunk in the middle. This area is worth checking in May and June
for Tree Pipit. From here carry on down to the left and follow the main track round to the right
and keep on it (avoiding the road to the right with the radio mast) as far as the old prefab hut
(grid vef SE 600756). The cleared area below the hut is also good for Tree Pipit. In 2003 the
aren of larches either side of the track just before getting to the hut was one of the most
reliable sites for Crossbill. In winter check out the tops of the tall trees 100 yards down the
main track from the hut. There is usually a large flock, mostly Greenfinches, in the area but it
often includes Brambling, Siskin and/or Lesser Redpoll.

Continue on the main track to reach a wooden gate. Shortly afler this turn teft and follow the
road down the hill. This track leads down past the 2 smaller fish ponds to the larger bottom
one. On the way down check out the deciduous woodland areas for titmice, Nuthateh and
Treecreeper. Cross over the dam wall. The trees below the wall are good for titmice (including
Marsh Tit and very rarely Willow Tit). The wooden pier in the pond and outlet point are worth
checking for Grey and Pied Wagtail. After crossing the bridge tura left and follow the track
through the wood. In summer Spotted Flycalcher are regular through this first (often muddy)
stretch of path. Start climbing back up the track with a mature pine plantation on the left
{regular Treecreeper site) to where ancther track comes up from the left, ighore this and carry
on along the upper track,

Continue on this track to where it joins a major forest road. At this junction one road goes
down 1o the lell, another almost directly across follows the slope round to the left {and will
fead to the Nightjar viewing site below the Forester's cottage) while the main road leads up
the hill to the right. Follow the main read up the hill. The cleared area on the right haff way up
is a regular site for Bullfinch. Continue climbing the hill to the wooden gate and rejoin the
main track turning right to go back lo the entrance {or feft to walk down to the Forester’s
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cottage). In summer Garden Warbler are regular in the shrubs beside the Brandsby Ampleforth
road either side of the main entrance to the Moor.

Calendar

This includes the conifer plantations, deciduous woodland, ponds and surrounding agricultural
land.

All year: Greal Crested Grebe, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mallard,
Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Black-Headed Guil, Common Gull. Lesser
Black-Backed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Tawny Owl, Kingfisher (rare). Green
Woodpecker (occasional), Great Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Pied Wagtail, Wren,
Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Seng Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Golderest, Long-Tailed Tit, Marsh
Tit, Willow Tit (uncommon), Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Jay,
Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, Starling, Tree Sparrow. Chaffinch, Greenfinch,
Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer.

Winter (October - March): Pochard, Tufted Puck, (and very infrequently Goldeneye and
Goaosander), Lapwing, Fieldfare, Redwing, Brambling, Siskin, Crossbill, Lesser Redpoll.

Spring and simmer (4pril to August): Woodcock, Curlew {pass through area in early spring),
Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, Nightjar, Swift, Sand Martin, Swallow. House Martin, Tree Pipit, Grey
Wagtail (late summer/early auwtumn), Whitethroat, Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Chiffchaff,
Willow Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler (vare), Spotred Flycatcher.

The above species lists are based on my personal sightings. [ have been informed by other club
members that Goshawk used to be present and there are a few recent records in YOC reports
from the Gilling area just to the north east of Yearsley Moor - so worth looking closely at any
distant soaring Sparrowhawks just in case. There is at least one record of Redstart along an
overgrown track on the western side of the central valley. If anyone has recorded any
woodland species in this area in addition to those listed [ would be delighted to hear from you.

Malcolm Douglas



CLASSIFIED LIST

The sequence and scientific nomenclature is that of Voous, K.H., List of Recent Holarctic
Bird Species (1973 and 1977} B.O.U. 1977.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficellis
Status: Resident breeder

Present afl year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits wilh a maximum of eight on 13" October, At least
one pair bred. Also resident at Castle Howard Lake with 2 maximum of six on 3" December,
Birds were seen in the Lower Derwent Valley and Pocklington Canal area throughout the year
but o significant counts were received.

A pair was on the pond by the River Ouse at Riccall on 9" February with singles seen
throughout May and fune and an adult with a chick on 23" July while two were on a pond at
Strensall Common on 2™ April, three on Towthorpe Grange Pond on 14" April, two pairs at
White Quarty Farm on 2™ May, a single bird on the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve
pond, New Earswick on 21* September and a pair on Wistow Clough Pond on 4" November.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristuins
Status: Migrant breeder and passage visitor

Present alt year at Castle Howard Lake with a maximum of ten on 20™ Qctober and at least
two pairs bred. A pair on Wistow Clough Pond from 29" April had two broods while birds
also bred at Pond Head Farm, Yearsicy Moor Ponds and York University Lake,

Elsewhere, singles were noted on and off throughout the year at Rawcliffe Lake with pairs at
Sturges Ponds on 5" March and Wheldrake Ings on the 8™; a single was on the pond by the
River Quse at Riccall on the 12" and one or two adults along the River Quse between York
and Naburn from 23" March to 4" fune.

Black-necked Grebe Podicepy nigricollis

Status: Swmmer visitor

A pait at Wheldrake Ings from 24™ . 27" March was observed building a nest in front of
Swantail Hide.

Leach’s Storm-peirel Oceanodroma lenchoroa

Status: Vagrant

An exhausted individual was picked up near Malton on 5™ February afler strong westerly
winds but died later in care (pet JP). First record for the area.



Cormorant Phalacrocoerax carbo
Status: Passage and winter visitor and recently established resident

Birds rousled throughout the year and probably bred at Wheldrake Ings with & maximum of 71
there on 19" April. Numbers were also into double figures at Castle Howard Lake all year
with a peak of 35 on 5™ December.

Elsewhere, nine birds flew south at Riccall on 28" March with singles noted throughaut the
year from Buttercrambe, Clifton Ings, Dudley Hill Farm, Forest Farm (Warthill), Limefield
Farm (Dunnington), Wharfe Ings (Cawood) and along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn from April to July with four there on 4% May.

Other sightings involved two birds present at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 9% September with
four there on 16® November and a single over Blossom Street, York on 5% May.

Great White Egret  Egrerta alba
Status: Vagrant

A single bird found on wetlands
just north of Riccall on the 8"
January remained until the 16%
but proved rather elusive by
feeding in deep ditches during
its stay (DT et al.).

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea
Status: Resident breeder

Present throughout the year in the Lower Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal area but the only
significant count was of 20 at Wheldrake Ings on 17" July. Breeding was noted at Castle
Howard Lake with up to eight birds there throughout the year and a maximum count of 11 on
10" February.

Five birds were along the River Quse at Riccall on 29" July with singles seen throughout the
year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, Dunnington Common, Limefield Farm (Durnington), New
Earswick, the River Ouse south of York down to Naburn and north of York up to Poppleton,
Ryther, Sand Hutton CSL, Skipwith Common and Towthorpe Grange Pond.

Mute Swan  Cygnus olor
Status; Resident breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor

Present all year in the Lower Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal area but the only significant
count was of 19 at Bubwith Ings on 22™ March.



At Castle Howard, a pair was on the new River Pond on 10™ February and 11 on the Great
Lake on ! 1™ October increased to 18 by the year end.

Elsewhere, a pair with two immatures on the River Ouse in York city centre on 11 January
had moved south of the ¢ity by the 27" with a single bird there from 1% - 4" June and a pair
with three cygnets from 28" June to 18 July. On the Quse to the north of the city, a pair was
at Poppleton from 28" April to 5" May moving down to Cliften Ings on the 30" whilst that or
another pair was at Poppleton on 1 1" December.

A pair was present all year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits and a pair was scen at Pond Head Farm,
Qulstot on several dates from 27 July to the end of the year. Four birds were at Newburgh
Priory Lake on 16™ January with three there from 23" October to 26" November and breeding
was noted on the pond by the River Ouse at Riccall and at White Quarry Farsi.

Bewick’s Swan  Cygis columbianus
Status: Winter visitor

A disappointing year for this species with just two birds noted at Norih Duffiefd Carrs on 25"
January being the only record early on.

Seven were seen flying southeast and calling over New Earswick on 26" October and 20 were
present in the Lower Derwent Vailey in fate December.

Whooper Swan  Cygnuns cygmus
Status: Winter visitor

In the Lower Derwent Valley. the flock in the North Duffield area peaked at 41 carly in the
year. Up to 35 were noted there through November increasing to 170 by late December.

Elsewhese, 43 were in an oilsced rape field at Derwent Cotiage Farm o 20" February, 42 flew
nerth over Clifton Ings on 3 April, 14 were at Tervington on 4th November, two at Bank

tsland on the 10™ and five flew east over New Earswick on 28" December.

Bean Goose Anser fubilis

Status: Winter visitor and late winter passage migrant

The only record this year was of nine tundra race birds A. [ rossicus in the Lower Derwent
Valley in December (EN). Observers are requested to note the race of this specics
wherever possible.

Pink-footed Goose Anser bracliyrhynchus
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

Early in the year, 100 flew northwest over York on 29" Janvary and 130 flew west over
Punningten on 3 March with fowr at Wheldrake Ings the following day.

The first returning birds were 80 over Strensall on 20" Qetober and then in November 130
flew northeast over York on the 4% a single (feral bird?) was with the Greylag Goose Anser
anser flock at Castle Howard from the 39 17" . There were 22 in a field by Forest Farm,
Warthill on the 7% and 90 flew over there on the 12, 210 flew over Wheldrake Ings on the



9 wwith a single there on the 12" and 17 flying over on the 25™, 31 were at Ellerton on the 17"
and a singte with Greylags at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24",

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Status: Winder visitor

27 birds noted in the Lower Derwent Valley during December was the only record.
Ohservers are requested to nete the race of this species wherever possible.

Greylag Goose  Anser anser
Status: Resident breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor

Good numbers were noted in the Lower Derwent Valley throughout the year with maxima of
300 at East Cottingwith on 3" November, 700 at Wheldrake Ings on the 12 and 500+ at
North Duffield Carrs on 3™ December. Good aumbers were also reported from Castle
Howard with a peak of 800+ on 5" December and up to 300 were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits
during the winter months. 42 birds were at Pond Head Farm, Oulston from 23" October to the
year end.

Also present in the Skeldergate Bridge/Rowntree Park area of York with a maximum of 100
on 13" July. Breeding was noted from alf the usual sites plus a pair bred for the first time at
the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve in New Earswick.

Small numbers were moving around early in the year with flocks noted at Newburgh Priory
Lake, Terrington and York University Lake during January and 40-30 birds commuted to and
from Rawcliffe Lake throughout the year.

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Onee again, a conymon goose recorded from and breeding on many bodies of water throughout
the recording area. There were the usual concentrations in the Lower Derwent Valley during
the year with a notable count of 400+ at Wheldrake Ings on 18" October.  Also present
throughout the year at Castle Howard with a maximum of 400+ on 20" Qctober with
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits holding good numbers afl year and 2 peak count of 100 on 16%
August.

Other notable fiocks included 94 at Pond Head Farm, Quiston on 23 QOctober and 56 at
Rowntree Park, York on 29" September. A pair was noted as breeding for the first time in
many years at the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve in New Earswick.

Barnacle Goose Brania leucopsis
Status: Winter visilor and feral wanderer

Two birds were with Canada Geese Branta canadensis at Castle Howard on 19" February

with a single there on 18 July and again from 1* October to the year end with two birds
present on 20th October.



At Wheldrake Ings, one bird with the Canada Goose flock was noted on several dates from
14" September to the end of the year and another wis with Canada's at Rowntree Park, York
on 27" April with 18 there on 8" September.

Brent Goose Branta bernicla
Status; Scarce winter visitor and spring passage migrant

One with Pink-footed Geese Anser brachyriynchus at Forest Farm, Warthill on 7" November
was the only record.
Observers are requested to note the race of this species wherever possible.

Egyptian Geose Alopochen aegyptiacus
Status: Rare visitor

Two birds flew over Wheldrake Ings on 21" April and landed at Thicket Priory and another
was with Greylag Geese Anser anser at Rawcliffe Lake on 1% 3" May.

Shelduck Tadorna tadarnc
Status: Winter visitor, migrant breeder and scarce aulumn passage migrant

In the Lower Derwent Valley, numbers at Wheldrake Ings peaked at 76 on 27" January with
44 still there on 10" April, It would be presumed that a small number stayed on te breed but
the only summer record was of four to five birds at Bank Island towards the end of August,
although numbers had built back up to 24 by 25"™ November.

Elsewhere, a pair was on a pond at Strensall Comumeon on 187 April and another pair was on
floods by Riccall on 19" May. In Seplember, four juvenites were on a pig wallow near
Strensat] fiom the 3% to the 7% with one there from the 15 to the 24" followed by two adults
on 1 [th November, A single bird was secn at York University Lake on the 7" November and
two at Newburgh Priory Lake on the 26" .

Wigeon Awnas penclope
Status: Winter visitor, spring passage migrant and resident breeder

There were the usual high nwnbers wintering in the Lower Derwent Valley carly in the year
with peak counts received of [00¢ at North Duffield Carrs on £3" January and 2500 at
Bubwith Bridge on 20" February. A drake spent the summer on the pool at Wheldrake Ings
where 300 ieturning birds were present on 24 September; numbers then quickly built up with
3500 birds noted between Bubwith and Ellerton in early November and 3000 at Wheldrake
Ings by the end of the year.

At Castle Howard Lake, a single male was present early in the year and 35 birds on 1% Octaber
increased to 150+ by the year cnd while in other areas a pair was on the Joseph Rowntree
Trust Nature Reserve pond in New Earswick on | 1" Qctober, eight birds at Newbusgh Priory
Lake on the 23" and 11 at Pond Head Farm, Culston the same day. Ten birds flew over
Clifion Ings on 26" November while four were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits in early December
and a drake on Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond on the 25",
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Gadwall Anas stepera
Status: Winter visitor and migrant breeder

Present at Castle Howard Lake throughout the winler months with a maximun of 14 on 3ot
December. Also wintered in the Lower Derwent Valley though no counts were received. A
pair was on floodwater by the River Ouse at Riccall on 9" May and a drake was noted on the
main pool at Wheldrake Ings on 9" June.

Common Feal Anas crecca
Seatus: Winter visitor and resident breeder

Wintering bivds were widely spread throughout the Lower Derwent Valley with counts of 100
at North Duffield Carrs on 25" January and 250 at Bank Island on 3™ - 6" October while 200
at Wheldrake Ings in early October increased to 3000+ by the end of the year. Also present at
Castle Howard Lake during the winter months with peak counts of 70 on 28" January and
200+ on 26" November,

Elsewhere, a pair was on the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve pond in New Earswick
on 13™ Febriary with three there on the 177 | six at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 17" March
with a pair there from 20" Oetober to 1% December. A pair on a pond at Strensall Common
on 1% Aprit with eight bivds there on 27" December, ten at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 23
October and 32 at Newburgh Priory Lake the same day with 20 remaining there on 260
November.

Mallard  Anas plaryrivnchos
Status: Winter visitor and resident breeder

A widespread and common species throughout the recording area. The usual wintering flocks
were present in the Lower Derwent Valley though no counts were received. At Castle Howard
Lake there were 300 - 400 alf year, up to 60 all year at Rawcliffe Lake and up to 80 along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year,

Also present at Pond Head Farm, Qulston with peak counts of 120 on 16" January, 133 on
27" July, 260 on 23" Qctober and 210 on 31% December. Other gatherings of note included
80 feeding on vilseed rape at Hemmingborough on 9™ June, 100 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
20" October and 250 at Newburgh Priory Lake on 26™ November.

Pintall Anas acuta
Status: Winter visitor and scarce migrant breeder

Most sightings involved birds in the Lower Derwent Valley with maxima of 34 at North
Duffietd Carrs on 25" January, 58 at Wheldrake Ings on the 27 and 130 at Aughton on 20"
March. A drake spent the summer on the pool at Wheldrake Ings then four birds at Bank
Island on 4" September were the first returning migrants with numbers then building up to
150 at Wheldrake by the end of December.

The only records outside the Lower Derwent were of one at York University Lake on 1™
January and a female at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 23" Qctober,
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Garganey Anas querquedula
Status: Migrant breeder

An eclipse drake was on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on 10" August with a juvenile there
on 147 September.

Shoveler Anas clypeaia
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Seen throughout the Lower Derwent Valley carly in the year with a peak count of 100 at
Wheldrake Ings on 27" February, A few birds remained throughout the summer but numbers
were siow to build up later in the year and the largest count was just 30 at North Duffield
Carrs on 16" November.

Eisewhere, two birds were at York University Lake on 1* January, a drake graced the Joseph
Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve pond in New Earswick on 28" March with a pair there from
21% - 27" December. A pair was at Castle Howard Lake fram 11" - 20™ October and a single
bird at Newburgh Priory Lake on 26" November.

Pochard Aphya ferina
Status: Winter visitor and migrant breeder

Poor counts in the Lower Derwent Valley this year with orly 30 noted during February and
March although numbers improved slightly towards the end of the year with maxima of 7§ at
Wheldrake Ings on 15" November and 73 at North Duffleld Carrs on 26™ December.

Up to 100 were present during the winter months at Castie Howard Lake and Pond Head
Farm, Oulston held 25 birds on 31% December while ones and twos were noted from several
other sites throughout the recording area during the year.

Tufted Duck Avthye fuligula
Status: Winter visitor and migrant breeder

Up to 200 were at Castie Howard 1.ake during the winter months whilst in the Lower Derwent
Valley there was a peak of 34 at Wheldrake Ings on 4™ March. Small flocks were noted on the
rivers in York and at several other sites in the recording area. Up to 24 were at Allerthorpe
Cravel Pits through March and April with at least two pairs staying on to breed and a female
with seven young was noted at Wheldrake Ings on 1" Juby.

Scaup Aythya maring
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant in small numbers

A female on floodwater behind the church at Acaster Malbis from 8% - 23™ February was the
only record early in the year.



Later on, a juvenile turned up at Castle Howatd Lake on 3" November and remained until the
17" and there was a female at Bank Istand on the 23" with two there on 22™ December.

Goldeneye Bucephala elangula
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

Twao birds were on the River Quse at Rawcliffe Ings on 1™ January with up to 15 at Wheldrake
Ings during the early part of the year. At Castle Howard Lake there was a peak count of just
ten on 19 February with up to ten also there during the latter part of the year.

Elsewhere, a female was at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 23" November.

Smew Mergus albellus
Status: Almost annual winter visitor

The only record concerned six birds between Aughton and Ellerton on 22" December.

Goosander Mergns merganser
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

A pair fiying over the River Rye near Nunnington on 1¥ January was probably the same as that
found at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on the 16",  Four birds were seen flying south along the
River Ouse ar Riceall on 3% February and a pair was on floods at Fulford Ings on the 9™ whilst
up to 19 birds were on floodwater behind the church at Acaster Malbis mid-month and there
were peak counts of 42 from Wheldrake Ings and 5 from Castle Howard Lake early in the
year.

In the latter part of the year there were 11 birds at Pond Head Farm on 23" Qctober, five
‘redheads’ at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 23" November and a pair on the Ouse at Clifion Ings
on 24% December with 15 flying over there on the 28", A ‘redhead’ on the Joseph Rowntree
Trust Natwe Reserve pond in New Earswick on the 27" was the first of this species to be
recorded there. The peak count from Wheldrake Ings during this period was of 100+ on 2
December and 43 on 20" October was the maximum for Castle Howard Lake.

Ruddy Buck Oxvivra jamaicensis
Status: Migrant breeder

Castle Howard Lake held up to four birds all year. Three seen throughout the year at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with three males and two females seen there during May and a female
with five young on 14™ July. Four males were on the main poof at Wheldrake Ings on 16"
March with at least one remaining untit 9™ June; a pair was on a pond at Strensall Cemmeon on
£" May and a male on the pool by the River Ouse at Riccall on 1* June.
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Red Kite Milvus milvug
Status: [necreasing visitor following recent reintroductions in the country

Singles over Selby on 18 May (DC) and at Huttons Ambo on 3" June (PB et al.) were the
only records received.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Status: Passage migrant and rare breeder

As expected, all records came from the Lower Derwent Valley.

Two ‘eream-crowns’ were hunting at Wheldrake Ings on 9 June with a single there on the
13" and again on 17" July. Up to six birds were noted throughout the vatley during August
with three *cream-crowns™ hunting together at Wheldrake on the 15™ where a single was seen
on the 26™ and two on the 31%. Further singles were recorded at the same site on 4™, §" and
10® September with a late individual over Bank Island and Wheldrake on 3" October,

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Status: Passage visitor and rare breeder

The only records involved a single which stopped briefly on a house roof in Huntington on the
late afterncon of (9™ August before heading south (per PT) and an immature which flew south
over Copmanthorpe on 5" September, pursued by a mob of small birds - at a respectful
distance! (JB).

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Status: Resident breeder and passage migrant

Widespread reports were received from 33 sites throughout the year with evidence of breeding
noled in several areas.

A pair was seen at Askham Bog on gth February with displaying birds at Dunnington on LA
March, Middiethorpe Ings on 7h April and Punnington again on the 24M A male carryin%
prey was seen at Fulford Ings on 12 May with a female doing likewise at Dunnington on 127
August and a pair feeding two young in New Earswick during that month. Juveniles were
noted at Stamford Bridge on 4% November and Huby on the 25", Possibly two pairs bred in
the New Earswick area and breeding was confirmed at Brayton Barff.

Of those birds sexed, 20 were males and 16 were females with reported victims including
Collared Dove Strepropelia decaocto, Skylark Alawda arvensis, Great Tit Paruy major and
Stavling Srarmues valgaris.

‘I'wo birds were fighting at Osbaldwick on 4th October and sightings were regularly made in
utban areas including York city centre.



Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
Status: Increasing passage migrant and rare breeder

One was seen at Charity Farm, Skipwith on 20™ May with a pair known to be present in the
area. A pair was also at Garrowby Hill on 19" August with one to two birds near Bubwith
during September and four flying high southwest over the New Earswick area on the 17",
Another four were soaring together over Shaw Wood, Castle Howard on 3" November -
perhaps a family party - and the last was 2 single, also at Castle Howard, on 18" December.

Kestrel Faleo tinnunculus
Status: Resident breeder

Birds were noted from 25 sites throughout the year with most. records consisting of single
birds. Favoured areas were around the York outer ring road and along the A1079.

There was little evidence of breeding but two downy young were sitting cutside their nest ina
dead ash tree at Upper Helmsley on 15" Fuly with a juvenile there on the 17" whilst juveniles
were also noted at Fulford Ings from the 4™,

A hunting bird was seen at Osbaldwick, where they are not often seen, on 3" January and a
male took a Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus only nine metres from the observer at Forest
Farm, Warthill on the 22™ (). Other birds were observed hunting Goldfinches Carduelis
carduelis at Fast Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 20t September and Linnets Carduelis
cannabina at the same site on the 27",

This species appears to be increasing in the nosthern part of the recording area and although
most records were received from rural areas, birds were occasionally seen in York city centre.

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
Status: Vagrant

A female was observed for
five minutes at North
Duffield Carrs in the early
morning of 19" May (M)
This record has been
accepted by BBRC and is
the sixth for the YOC
recording area, the last
being in June §992.




Merlin  Falco columbaring
Status: Passage migrant and winter visitor

A male perched on o mound in a field near Cawood on 26" January was the onfy record in the
first part of the year.

Returning individuals in the autumn consisted of a female or juvenile male hunting Reed
Buntings Emberiza schoeniclus at Wheldrake Ings on 22" and 24" September, a juvenile
mobbing a Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus at Tervington on 1* Octaber and & juvenile female at
Forest Farm, Warthill on the 17" and 21% with a juvenile male thete on the 23" and 24™ as
well as 5" November.

Hobby Falco subbiiteo
Status: Increasing summer visitor

The first was one flying southwest over Bishopthorpe on 1" June followed by anotier
chasing Swifts Apus apny over Strensall on the 18® and a single was chasing Swallows
Hirundos rustica at Dean’s Garden Centre, Stockion-on-the-Forest on the 24™ One to two
were reported near York Technical College, York on the 28" with one at Dunnington
Common the next day and others hunting Swallows between Naburn and Stillingfleet on 6"
July and flying south over Dunnington Common at the end of the month.

Singles were observed hunting Swallows coming in to roost by the Pocklington Canal at
Melbourne on 29" August and 14 September and also one at Dunnington Comimon on the =
September.

Peregrine Fulco peregrinus
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

None were then seen until a juvenile female was identified at East Moor. Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 11" October with probably the same bird flying aver the A64 east of Fulford the same day
and a single gast over Dunnington Common on the 19" was surprisingly the first for that area.
Subsequent records consisted of probably the same male at Wheldrake Ings on 12% 19" and
28" November.

Wintering birds in the first part of the year were confined to the Lower Derwent Valley with a
single at Wheldrake Ings on 18" Sanuary, a pair displaying somewhere in the valley on 1*
February, males at Wheldrake on 4" and § 1™ March, with a male there again 10th April and a
bird hunting at East Cottingwith on 4" March.

Red-legped Partridge Alecioris rufa
Status: Resident breeder

12 at Dunnington Common on 1* January was the largest covey noted during the year. Six
birds were at Allesthorpe Gravel Pits on 4" March with two at Forest Farm, Warthill on 26"
March and 24™ April, four pairs at North Ings Farm, Terrington on 6", four birds near Riccall
on the 20% and three on farmland near Bugthorpe on the 25"
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May records consisted of singles or pairs at Poppleton from the 3™ 1™, Lilling Green on the
5% "Boothas Stray, York on the 6™ and at Bugthorpe again on the 31% where an adult with ten
young was seen on 21% June; three birds were near Riceall on the 15" and a pair at Towthorpe
Grange on the 20", An adule with ten young was also noted at Eost Moor, Sulton-on-the-
Forest on 8" July with 12 birds at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 13" August and ten at Blue
Coat Farm, Foston on the 13",

A pair was north of Huby on 19" October with a single in a Strensall garden on the 29" and
another at Lilling Green on 3™ November. Meanwhile, four were on farmland north of
Strensall on 22 December with six at Haxby Road Farm on the 31% and up 10 six throughout
the year on farmland in the Naburn/Bishopthorpe area and at Middlethorpe Ings.

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Status: Declining resident breeder

Al records are included.

Five were in a field north of Easingwold on 25" January with a single in a comfield at
Rawcliffe Bar on 7" February. Twos were at Thornton Grange Farm near Thornton-le-Clay
on the 8™ and Park Farm, Sand Hutton on the 10™. Two pairs were at North Ings Farm,
Terrington on 6" April with a single at Youlton next day and pairs at Limefield Farm,
Dunnington on the 17" and down Sustrans cycle track, Eserick on the 24™.

fn May, a pair was at Skates Lane, Huby on the 6" with a single bird at Dunnington Common
onthe 14", June saw further singles at North Duffield Carrs and Wharfe Ings near Cawood on
the 9", near Strensall on the 13™ near Riccall on the 15™ and at Dunnington Common again
{no date).

Eight were at Buttercrambe Moor Wood on 29™ July with pairs at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-
Forest and Limefield Farm, Dunnington on g August, Sutten Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on
the 12" and Blue Coat Farm, Foston on the 21 with five birds 1km north of Stonegrave on
the 31%,

September records consisted of a singfe at Hagg Wood, Dunnington on the I, eight at Sutton
Farm on the 3" and also sight at Fast Moor on the 20™. 15 birds were at Forest Farm,
Warthill on 22™ and 24" October with a covey of five at Riccall on the 29™ and a pair in a
field near Hassacarr Natwre Reserve on 2" December with an ‘undated” pair seen on farmland
at Harton,

Quail Coturnix coturnix
Status: Sumumer visitor which breeds in good years

Calling birds (same bird?) were noted at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on gyt July and
on 1" and 2" August (PB ef al.).



Phieasant Phasiamis colchicis
Status: Resident breeder

Up to seven were noted along (he River Ouse belween York and Naburn throughout the year
with birds regular in the Huby area and otherwise common in the northern part of the
recording area with up to three in the New Carswick area throughout the year. A male was in
Askham Bog on gt January with numbers noted as being up in the Duunmgtcm area - 51 were
on the common on the 27, Three were at North Ings Farm, Terrington on 6" April with four
near Forest Farn1, Warthill on 6™ May and six south of Naburn on 12" May and 227 Jure;
also recorded at Bank Island on 8 June.

A female with 16 young was at Crayke on 11" July but no further records were received until
six birds were seen in a cornfield at Rawcliffe Bar on 6" November.

Water Rail Railus aquaticus
Status: Resident breeder and winter/passage visitor

Singles were scen at Allertholpe Gravel Pits on 17™ and 24“‘ March while calling birds were
noted at Wheldrake Ings on 25™ April and Bank Istand on 3™ June,

Two were calling at dusk at the latter site on 6" and 18" October with one again at Allcrlhorpe
Gravel Pits on the 26" and calling there on 1¥ November. Singles were also seen in the
flooded car park at Wheldrake Ings on the 19" and at Castle Howard Lake on the 26" with
others noted yet again at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 1% and 8" December.

Cornerake Crex crex
Status: Passage migrant and rare migrant breeder

One was heard in the Lower Derwent Valley on 21% August {TW).

Moorhen Gallinula ehloropus
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Up to ten were noted along the River Ouse between York and Nabumn throughout the year
with birds also recorded in Askham Bog and up to six at Rawecliffe Lake where at least one
pair bred. *Good numbers” were reported at Clifion Ings and also noted in the Dusmington
area ajthough no young were seen at Hassacarr Nature Reserve - possibly due to water levels
being too high. Numbers had increased in the northern part of the recording area and up to
ten were reported from the New Earswick area. Over ten were at Newburgh Priory Lake on
16" January with 20 at Bank Island on the 25" and ten at Castle Howard Lake the following
day where numbers had increased to 50 by 19" February. An adult with two small young was
at Gate Helmsley on 28" March and other breeding records included young noted at Rowntree
Park on 4" May, four pairs at Naburn Sewage Works on the 10", a nest with seven eggs at
Frog Hall on the 19" (hatched 25"}, a uest witl three eggs tiee metres up a hawthors bush at
Wharfe Ings near Cawood on the l9"', an adult with a small chick on the River Foss in York
on the 17", three nests with eggs near Strensald on 11" June. an adult on a nest three metres up
a hawthorn at High Carr, Strensall on 28 July, an adult with two juveniles at Huby on the
21*, 20+ inclueding young at Castle Howard Lake on the 18%  An adult with three juveniles



was by the Wigginton turn-off on 26™ August, an adult and a juvenile on the River Rye near
West Ness on the 317 and a pair with four juveniles on the top pond at Yearsley Moor on 25t
September.

Higher counts later in the year included 10041 ut Castie Howard Lake on 1% andi 20" October,
ten at Wheldrake Ings on the 13", 23 at Bank Island on the 18" and 13 at Rowniree Park on
the 26", 100+ counts were also recorded at Castle Howard Lake on 3" and 5% December
dropping to 50+ by the 12" with widespread reports of lower numbers from efsewhere in the
region.

Coot Fulica atra
Status; Resident breeder and winter visitor

Up to six were noted along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year with
ten pairs at Rawcliffe Lake where at least four produced young while up to nine were at New
Earswick Nature Reserve throughout the year.

Smiall numbers were noted at York University Lake and on the River Foss in York early in the
year, Higher counts including 100+ at Castle Howard Lake on 26" January with 300+ there
on 19" February, 85 at Wheldrake Ings on 27% February and 79 at Bank Island on 8" March,

Breeding records included a pair with five chicks at New Earswick Nature Reserve by 6™ May
(only one survived) and a second pair with three chicks there by the 19" (only one may have
survived?) and a pair nesting at Naburn Sewage Works on the 10", Nesting was noted at
Towthorpe Grange in June, a pair with five well-grown young on the Pocklington Canal on
24" July, at least one pair on the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor and a count of 200+ at Castle
Howard Lake on 18" July included many adults with young. Only four pairs bred at Sturges
Ponds.

Numbers buitt up during the autumin and included counts of 500+ at Castie Howard Lake by
20" October, 20 at Newburgh Priory Lake on the 23" ¢.1000 at Castle Howard Lake on 12"
and 17" November and 12" December and 20 on the bottom pond at Pond Head Farm,
Oulston on the 3.

Oystercatcher Haematopus estralegus
Status: Passage migrant and migrant breeder

The first retuening birds were two at North Duffield Canrs on 25" January with one at
Wheldrake Ings on 1% February, Ten were displaying al Wheldrake by 4" March increasing to
31 by the 8" and 46 by the 10", A single flew over Clifton Ings on 30™ March and a pair was
at Poppleton on 7% April with two near Riccall on the 20" while up to three were present in
the Naburn Sewage Works area from 23™ March to 13™ July with a bird sitting on a nest
observed on 14" May.

Breeding reports in April came from Huntington, Naburn and Old Earswick with birds noted
at Haxby Road Farm from 21* March to the end of July. A pair was in a field at Cliffe on 21%
May with two birds at Skipwith Common on 21% May and 8" June. Three were seen in flight
over Brecks estate in Strensall on 8" May with two at Thomton in the Lower Derwent Valley
on the 23" Two territories were occupied at Towthorpe Grange during the summer with
evidence of fledging on 21" May. A single bird was at Moreby on 2" May and 22™ June
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with a pair near Barlby on 4" July and one bird at Mooriands YWT Reserve, Wigginton on the
15" two were on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on the 17" with a single there an the 26™,
another was present on 20™ August with two at a pig wallow ncar Strensall on 4" September
being the last.

Avocet Recurvirostra avoselia
Status: Rare visitor

Two were seen from the Swantail Hide at Wheldrake Ings on 2sth April with perhaps the
same birds feeding in shallow water on the reserve on 5" and 6" May. Two were also seen
between Appleion and Colton in July (per AH).

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Status: Passage migrant and migrant breeder

The first was at Bank Isiand on 27" March followed by others on 8" and 15" April with a pair
there on the 19™. Four birds were on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on 16" Juiy with three
there the following day while an adult and three juveniles were seen at a pool by the River
Ouse at Barlby on the 23,

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

Nine were at North Duffield Carrs on 127 January rising to 1500 by the 27 with 15 at Riceall
on the 13™ 21 were at Blue Coat Farm, Foston on the 21%, with 32 on farmland between
Bishoptiiorpe and Naburn on the 27" and 560 were at Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe on the
26% falling to 200 by the 28", 800 were at North Duffield on 4" February with 400 at
Wheldrake Ings on the 12 and 300 near Haxby on the 24", 13 flew over North Ings Farm,
Temington on 6th AEril with 40 at Holtby on the 11" and one over Limefield Farm,
Dunnington on the 25"



The monthly totals for the New Earswick area are given below. Compared to 2001, numbers
were well down at the start of the year but had returned to normal in the autumn/winter period.
Despite larae numbers in the area in December 2001 none was seen in January, but the flocks
around Bootham Stray and the New Lane area were very evident throughout February. The
highlight for this species in 2002 was five summer-plumaged hirds which were seen at Haxby
Road Farm on 11" April. Returning birds were first noted on 3™ October and several large
flocks of up to 330 birds were again seen in the usual locations until the year end.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 400 0 3 0 1] 0 0 ¢ 400 300 600

Four post-breeding birds were back at Wheldrake Ings on 31* August with 300 at Rufforth
Airficld on 8" September and 100 in newly cultivated fields near Riccali on the 20", 50 were
in winter wheat ficlds at Tuft House Farm, Hovingham on 9™ October with 50-120 at Forest
Farm, Warthilt from the 13™ - 21 while 150 were two miles north of Wigginton on 23"
October.

Notable numbers in November included 40 at East Cottingwith and 150 at Ellerton on the 3,
1200 in a newly-sown field at Sherburn-in-Elmet on the 9% 950 ar Bubwith on the 11"
increasing to 3700 by the 17", 500 two miles north of Wigginton on the 13", 200 at East
Cottingwith on the 16", ten at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24" 1000 at Wheldrake Ings on
the 25% and 1000 by the A64 at Fulford on the 28" December counts included 100 at
Nunnington, 300 at Ellerton and 300 at Wheldrake Ings - all on the 3" 50 north of Strensati
on the 22nd and 100 by the River Derwent on the 30M.

Lapwing  Veanellus vanellus
Status: Migrant breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor

The New Earswick area monthly totals give a guide of treads for the year generally:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
150 500 42 7 2 0 2 0 13 290 280 650

1600 were at North Duffield Ings on 13" January with §500 at North Duffield Carrs, a further
40 at Bank Isfand and 300 at Wheldrake Ings - all on the 27", 300 were near the Wetherby
roundabout on the A1237 ringroad on the 26™ with 27 between Haxby and Strensall on the 1¥,
100 in a field beside Yearsiey Moor on the 16™, 20 at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 17"‘, 23 in
a field beside Castle Howard Lake on the 26" and 50 behind the car park there on 10
February when 500 were in a field near Brickyard Farm between Sheriff Hutton and Strensalk.
140 were near Haxby on the 24", 20 at Hefmsley on 7" March and 800 at Middlethorpe Ings
on the 27" with 400 passing over Wheldrake the same day.

During the breeding season. pairs were noted at Riecall and in set-aside at Dunnington
Common with a single at Towthorpe Grange on 14" April, 30 in a flooded meadow at Hessay
on the 20% and six near Lilling Green on 5™ May while the following pairs were reported: six
at Kexby on 12" April, two at Londesborough Lodge Farm on the 23" and six at Wharfe Ings,
Cawood. By 1% May, out of five pairs at Kexby three had young while at Londesborough
Lodge Farm there were six pairs by the 17" with one pair having two young and another
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having three and an additional pair was noted there on the 19" 1 Charity Farm at Skipwith held
eight birds and two family parties on the 21 while the first chick at Hagg Bridge was noted on
the 24%.  An adult was mobbing a Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus at Thornton on the 30%. At
Wharfe Ings there were | [ bitds present on 9" June but of the seven pairs which attempled lo
nest here, only one seemed to have been successful.

Post-breeding flocks included 15 in front of the Pool Hide at Wheldrake ings on 17" July, 300
in a meadow at Wood House Farm, Strensall on the 19" 150 north over Wigginton on the
20" 16 at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 28" and 20 at Easingwold on 6*
August. 200+ were in a flooded field beside the Bi363 north of the Wiggiaton turnoff on the
23rT August. 25 biids were beside Carr Lane northwest of Strensall on A" September with
¢.150 between the Training Gallops and Ing Beck northeast of Sherilf Hutton the same day.
About 5000 were with 100 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria on turf fields at Duncombe
Wood, Strensall on the 12% when 91 flew south at East Moor. Ten were at Bank Island on 3¢
and 18" September while Forest Farm counts for Gctober consisted of 100 on the 15™ 20 on
the 16™ and 21% and 80 on the 29%. 90 were in a meadow near Duncombe Wood and a
simitar number over the Brecks estate, Strensalt on 9" October with 200+ in ficlds behind the
car park at Castle Howard Lake on the 11",

300+ were at Castle Howard Lake on 12" November and 100 on the 13". Three parties of
over 100 were reported from East Cottingwith with another of 150+ at Ellerton on 3"
November when 220 were near Lilking Green and 80 on turf at High Roans Farm, Strensall.
60 were in a field behind Castle Howard Lake car park on the 26" with 50 there on 3%
December when 109 were at Nunnington with 250 at Clifton Ings on 25" November. Several
hundred were along the margins of the flooded Lower Derwent Vailey, seen from Thorganby,
on 3" December while 22 were north of Strensalk on the 22™ and 2300 at Wheldrake lngs the
same day.

Little Stint  Calidvis mimia
Status: Passage migrant and rare winter visitor

A Juvenile was at Bank Island from 25" September into October. with three there from 3. 6"
October.

Pectoral Sandpiper Cafidris melanotos
Status: Vagrant

An adubt was on the main pool al Wheldrake Ings from 14™ « 16™ July. A juvenile was at
Bank Island on 26™ September and 3" October and was also reported from Wheldrake Ings
during this period.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
Status: Infrequent passage visitor

A juvenile was present on a temporary pool in a pig field opposite Goose Farm Caravan Park,

Sutton-on-the-Forest on 5™ and 16™ September with two there on the 18" and 217,
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Dunlin Calidris alpina
Status: Passage migrant and winfer visitor

15 at North Duffield Carrs on 12" January increased to 100 on the 13™ and 130 on the 25%.
370 were feeding on grass by floods at Wheldrake Ings on 4™ February while 200 were at
Aughton Ings on 2" March and 100 were with Lapwings Farellus vanellus at Bubwith Ings
on the 7™,

Later in the year, an adult and a juvenile were on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on 2" and
26" August. A juvenile was on a temporary pool in a pig field opposite Goose Farm Caravan
Park, Sutton-on-the-Forest 13% - [8"™ and 23" September, 12 birds were at Bank Island on the
235" with four there on 3™ October and three on the 6™, 18 birds were by the River Derwent at
North Duffield Ings on [2ih November with up to 50 by the 12™  Finally, nine were at
Wheldrake on 3 December increasing to 300 by the o™,

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tiymgites subruficollis
Status: Vagrant

A single bird was at Bank Island from 25% September to 5™ October (DS e/ al.) and attracted
many visitors during its stay. It was trapped and ringed on the 3" and proved to be an adulg
female. This appears to be the first record for the YOC recording area of this delicate and
attractive species which seems 10 be easier to see in Britain than in its native North America!

Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Status: Rare breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor

11 were at North Duffield Carrs on 13" January with six there on the 27" 65 were at
Aughton Ings on 14™ February with 33 there on 2™ March and 22 were along the water's edge
at Bank Island on the 29" with 30 there on 8™ April, eight on the 10" and [2 on the 16%.
Probable return passage was indicated by four females at Wheldrake Ings or 29 June with a
male on the main pool there on 17" July, Four birds were behind the Swantail Hide on 10™
August with six at Bank [sland on 20™ August and 25" September, seven there on 3" October
and two on the 18, A single bird was at Wheldrake on 26" and 31 August with 35 at
Etlerton on 3" November, 20 at North Duffield on the 16™, nine near Thorganby on 3"
December and five at Breighton on the 3".

The temporary pool in a pig field near Sulton-on-the-Forest held 11 on 20" and 30" Augtist,
ten on 3" September, four on the 4™, five on the 5™, six on the 6™, three on the 7% four on the

8™ two from the 15™ - 19" and a single on the 20"

Jacl Snipe Lymmocryptes minis
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

Two were at Wheldrake Ings on 8" February with singles flushed at Fulford Ings on the 12"
and Rawcliffe Bar car park on 28" March.
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Later in the year, birds seen included two at Bank island on 20" September and three there on
3 October with ten on the 5% and 6™ while singles were by the River Rye at Lower
Butterwick on 12" November and at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 26",

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Status: Resident and migrant breeder and passage visitor

38 were at Clifton Ings on ™ January when one was in a flooded meadow at Brecks Lane,
Strensall and another at Dunnington Common with two at Hassacarr Nature Reserve. 42 were
counted within 150 square metres at Wheldrake Ings on 8™ February with four at Fulford Ings
on 23 March and one to two there on j3m April; a single bird was flushed at Rawcliffe Bar
car park on 28" March. 12 were flushed from set-aside at Nosth Ings Farm, Terrington on 6"
April. Two to three were "dremming’ at Strensall Common on 18" April with one displaying
there on 1 May and three performing on the 8™,

Four bitds were on the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on 17" July with one there on the 26"
followed by four and then three flying over the Swantail Hide on the same date. 19 were at
Bank sland on 20" August with 20 there on the 24%, 30 on 25" September and 20 again on
the 27" A temporary paol in a pig field opposite Goose Fann Caravan Park near Sulton-on-
the-Farest held two birds on 30" August and 3" September, three on the 4% one oa the 5",
four on the 6“‘, two on the 7 and one on the 8", with a single bird seen in a meadow behind
Walbutts Sewage Works, Strensall on thel 8" and another at Clifton Park on the 30™. 20 were
at Bank Island on 19 October with 52 there on the 3" and 40 on the 6™, one was probing on a
mossy lawn near a feeding station in a Poppleton garden on the 12" before being chased off by
Blackbirds Turdus merula while another was at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits the next day.

At least 21 birds were flushed from the margins of a marshy pool adjacent to the River Rye
near Lower Butterwick on 12" November while two were with a large flock of Golden Plover
Phuvialis apricaria and Lapwing Vanellus vanelfus in a flooded field beside the B1363 two
miles north of the Wigginton turn-off the following day. Four were at Helimsley Common en
the 18" while up to 90 birds flew over Strensall Common in a series of small flocks (five to 20
birds per flock) during a five minute period on the 20", 30 were at North Duffield Carrs on
14‘:‘ December with 78 counted at Clifion Ings on the 21% and five a¢ Strensall Common on the
28",

Woodeock Scolopax rusticola
Status; Resident breeder and winter visitor

Singles were noted al the start of the year in an open ficld ncar Cliffe on 6™ January, were
flushed in Askham Bog on 9™ February and seen at Skipwith Common on the | 1* with two
there on 26" February and 6" March.

‘Roding’ birds were noted at Skipwith Common on e April and 21 May with four there on
1% June and birds still ‘roding” on the 8", Five birds were performing these territorial display
flights on 29" May with three singles and a ‘pair” doing likewise at Yearsley Moor on pam
June. Another bird was *roding” at Buttercrambe Moor Wood on 23 July with two flying
together there on the 31%.

In the autumn, onte was seen at the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve in New Earswick
on 3" and 6% November with two at nearby Sessions Mature Reserve following a large influx



reported in Yorkshire, Others were seen feeding at dusk in a stubble field at Forest Farm,
Warthill on 7" November, in a garden off Hull Road, York on the 15" and at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on 21* December,

Black-tailed Godwit Limesa limosa

Status: Passage migrant and rare breeder

14 at Wheldrake Ings on 25™ March were thought to be of the leelandic race L. 1 islandica
with deep russet on the underparts almost down to the undestail coverts, three birds were stilf
at Wheldrake on the 30™ with five there on 10" May.

Five were again at Wheldrake on 7% August with five seen fiom the Swantail Hide there on
the 16™, 15 on the 15" and four on the 20".  Two juveniles at Bank Island on the 24™ were
the last for the year.

Whimbrel ANumeninys phacopus
Status: Passage migrant

April figures from the roost at Wheldrake Ings were 19 on the 16™. 30 on the 20" and 64 on
fhe 26", This rose to 92 by 5" May while 15 flew over Stockton-on-the-Forest on the 7"

Curlew Numenius arguata
Status: Passage migrant, migrant breeder and winter visitor

Single birds returned to Wheldrake Ings and Middlethorpe Ings on 18® January while 61 were
seen from the Tower Hide ar Whelidrake in a snow storm on 23" February. Three were at
Strensall Comsnon on 10 March with two there an 1%, 14™ and 18* April and a single on 8"
May. Six were on set-aside at North Ings Farm, Terrington on 6™ April with two flying over
Brockfield Park on the 14™ and one at Hessay on the 20™.

Spring birds also included singles at Moreby on g2 May, Dunnington Common on the 20"
and Skipwith Common on 8% June. Eight were at Wharfe Ings, Cawood on 27" April and
19® May. two in the Strensall area on 1 and §" May and one at Allerthorpe on the 1% with six
there the following day.

Seven birds were at Wheldrake Ings on 16" July with two on the main pool there on the P
and another two at Strensall on the 24" Later, six birds were seen from the Swantail Hide at
Wheldrake on 10 September with singles also there on 25™ November and 3™ December.

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythrapus
Status: Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor

An adult in non-breeding plumage was at Wheldrake Ings on 29™ June with a different bird
seen there on 7" August. Another was at a pig wallow near Strensall on 4™ and 5" September
with further singles at Bank Island on 11" November and Eflerton on the 17,



Redshank Tringa fotonus
Status: Passage migrant, migrant breeder and winter visitor

Four at North Duffield Carrs on 13™ January increased to eight on the 25" and 30 on the 27",
90 were counted at Aughton Ings on 2" March while eight flew over Bubwith ings on the 7
Birds were regularty scen or heard at Middlethorpe Ings from March to June and two adults
were at Wheldrake Ings on 1% June with four birds there on the 29®. Adults were giving alarm
calls to their young at Riccall on 7th June,

Return passage was probably indicated by 20+ birds on the main pool at Wheldrake on "
July with ten there on the 26", six on 2™ August and four on the 20", The pig wallow near
Strensall held two birds on 3 September and one on the 4" 12 were near Efferton on 3%
November and 70 at North Duffield Ings by the 10", The year ended with 100+ on flooded
fields by the River Derwent at Breighton on 5 December increasing to 200 by the 26",

Greenshank Tringa nebulavia
Status: Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor

Singles were at Wheldrake Ings on 19" and 25™ April, 22md May and again in July. August
records from this site included two on the 7% six on the 19™ and two again on the 26" while
26 were at Bank Island on the 207, ten on the 24 and one on the 31% with 16 there on 20
September and six three days later.

The Strensall pig wallow held tivee on 4" September, five on the 8 and two on the 13" while
one flew over the Swantail Hide at Wheldrake Ings on the 24"

A single at Clifton Ings on the 7" was a new record for that arca,

Green Sandpiper  Tringe ochropus
Status: Passage migrant and winter visitor

A wintering individual was seen in the Clifton Ings/Rawcliffe Meadows arca on 14% February
with two there on the 20™.

Passage birds included up to six at Wheldrake Ings (mostly on the main pool} from ¥ July to
10" September with singles at North Duffield Carrs on 9% June and 3 August. Birds were
also present on a pool by the River Ouse at Barlby from 29" July until 4" September with a
maximum of five on 23" August while four were at Melbourne on 27" July with two there on
6th August. Theee were feeding in a small flooded pool on set-aside at East Moor near Sutlon-
on-the-Forest on the 8" with 11 there on the 13™.

Later in the year. one was at Wheldrake Ings on 3 Qctober with two at Bank [sland on the
12® and 18" while another two were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 13™. A single was seen
at Forest Farm, Warthill on 4% and 7" November with one at Clifton Ings on 10" December
being the last.



Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Status: Passage migrant

A single representative of this delightful species was at Wheldrake Ings on 20" June with twa
there or 2™ and 4™ August, five on the 7" and three on the 10™,

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleea
Status; Passage migrant and rare migrant breeder

Singles were at Wharfe Ings near Cawood on 27" Aprit and 2™ May when two birds were by
the River Ouse at Rawcliffe Ings with one again noted at Wharfe Ings on the 19", Others
were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 12" May, on the towpath opposite Rowntree Park, York on
2™ June, further down the River Ouse at Fulford Ings on the 29" and on the main pool at
Wheldrake Ings on 6% July and 2 August while a calling bird was heard flying over Heworth
at 0100 hours the same day. Five were at Bank Istand on 20" August with two there on the
23" and four at nearby Wheldrake on the 26, Birds in September included two at Barlby on
the 4" one at Nunthorpe, York on the t5™ and another flying over the Central Science
Laboratory at Sand Hutton on the 24%,

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
Status: Passage migrant and winter visitor

Adulis were seen at Castle Howard on 30 January and Wheldrake Ings on 2° March.

Little Gull  Larus minutus
Status: Passage migrant

A first-winter was at Bubwith Ings on 20" March with a first-summer at nearby Wheldrake
Ings on the 23™. These records could well have involved the same bird!

Black-headed Gull Lewus ridibundus
Status: Resident breeder, winter visitor and pussnge migrant

The usual widespread winter records were received with large numbers noted at several winter
roosts.

32 were along Navigation Road, York on 1 January while 300 were with 300 corvids near
Skipwith Common on the 19" with 40 at York Technical College playing fields, Sim Balk
Lane on the 21 and 2000 were at the Castle Howard roost on the 28" . 50 were at Monk
Stray, York on 1™ February and 3500 at Wheldrake Ings on 8" March. Winter afierncons
produce large numbers building up into thousands of birds flying south over Dunnington,
heading for the Lower Derwent Valley to roost with many birds also noted flying south over
Poppleton with other gulls at this time. This species is a regular winter visitor to Rawecliffe
Lake and seen al} year along the River Quse between York and Nabura with a maximum of
250+ on floods at Fulford Ings on 11" February.



In the spring, 80 were at Strensall on 1™ Aprif with 15 at Towthorpe Grange on the 4 4
were at Strensall Common on 8" May while sunimer tioods attracted 400+ to Clifton Ings
from 20" July into early August with 200 on floods near Aughton on the 3% and 1500 at
Wheldrake Ings on the 6™

100 were at Gast Moor near Sutton on the Forest on 26™ September with 350 at Marewond
Whin tip, Rufforth on 6" Qctober and 100 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pils on the 13% with 20 there
on the 20" 300 were at Dunnington Common on 2™ November while 150 were at York
racecourse on the 1 1% and 35 at Newburgh Priory Lake on the 26".

The general trend throughout the year was reflected in the following monthly totals from the
New Earswick area where it is a comumon bird in the evening roost flight of guils heading
east:-

Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct MNov Dec
160 310 90 0 [ 3 35 0 0 0 350 100

Elsewhere, the winter flock on Osbaldwick sports field peaked at 30 birds on 26" January but
most had gone by 22™ March. The first returning birds were noted on 15" July building up to
70 by November when additional birds were attracted by standing water.

Common Gull Larus cams
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

12 were along Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe on 2t™ January with simifarly small numbers
noted at Rawcliffe Lake in the winter months. Odd birds were also seen in the eentre of York
during the winter, with Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus. 400 were at the Castle Howard
roost on 26™ January and birds were reguiarly seen along the River Quse between York and
Naburn outside the breeding season with a maximum of 30 on ficods at Fulford Ings on 1 y
February when 180 were at Dunnington Common where one bird had been feeding from a
garden bird table! 2500 were at Wheldrake Ings on 8" Marel.

Birds returned to Wheldrake on 17" July with 20 on floods in front of the Tower Hide on 3
August. Two birds were on the YWT reserve at Strensall Common on 6" Cctober with 50 at
Castle Howard on the 20" and a single at Newburgh Priory Lake on 26" November. Winter
roost numbers at Wheldrake Ings built up to 1000+ by 5% December with 3000 counted there

on the 12*%,

Monthly counts from the New Earswick area reflected the generai trend throughout the year:-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
40 82 33 0 0 0 0 i 13 8 300 00

“The count for November was. however, exceptional!
This seasonal pattern was also noted at Osbaldwick sports field with up to ten birds roted

early in the year. All bad gone by 5" Aprit with a few returning on 15" July increasing to 12
by 9" November.
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Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Status: Passage migrant and scarce winter visitor

Lip to 50 birds were counted daily at the pre-roost gathering on floods at Fulford ings from g
. 12" Tebruary (D). Up to six were scen flying over the River Ouse between Yorlk and
Naburn from 23" March to 16" July with four flying northwest over Selby on 21% March.
One was at Riccall on 15™ June with at least three at Wheldrake Ings on 7™ July while a flock
of c. 200 was in a pigfield opposite Goose Farm Caravan Park southeast of Sutton-on-the-
Forest on the 26" with 150 in fields west of Cass Wood, Huby on the 27™ and 136 at East
Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest the next day. 81 were near Burn Fishing Ponds on 27t
August and 340 flew over Dunnington the same day.

“Large aumbers’ were reported between Cawood and Stillingflest during August. 42 were
beside Carr Lane northwest of Strensall or 4" September with 40 flying south at East Moor on
the 26™. Later in the year, five birds were in the gull roost at Castle Howard an 20™ October
with three there on 12 December and one at Monks Cross, York on the 7™,

Monthly totals for the New Earswick area are set out below.

Jan Feb M™Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 0 0 3 2 0 7 7 8 12 i} 2

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

Regularly seen flying south with Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus over Dunnington
during late afternoons throughout the winter months and also regularly seen along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn outside the breeding season but a pre-roost gathering with
other gulls on floods at Fulford Ings from 6" - 12™ February numbered up to 400 birds. Birds
were also regular at Rufforth tip and seen heading south over Poppleton towards roosting sites
in the winter months. Nine were in Stockton Lane, York on 2* April with four over Huby on
12" May.

Later in the year, 50 were seen flying south o roost over East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on
17" September with 166 counted on floods at Wheldrake Ings on 25" November. Reports
from the New Earswick area were almost always of flyovers in the late winter evenings, in the
company of Black-headed and Common Gulls Larus canus, going east or occasionally south
to roosting sites but birds were only very rarely seen on the ground. 63 and 50 were however
seen in August and September respectively, which were well above normal winter counts.

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans
Status: Rare visitor




An adult of the race michahellis (Western Yellow-legged Gull) was observed closely on

floods at Fulford Ings on 10% and 12" Eebruary (DP). Description reccived.

iceland Gull Larus glancoides
Status; Scarce winter visitor

A first-winter bird was seen with other gulls in a pre-raost gathering on floods at Fulford Ings
on most evenings between 6" - 12 February with a third-winter also noted there on the 1%
and 11" while a first-winter was also seen at the Wheldrake Ings roost on 8" and 11" March.
A first-winter at Fulford Ings on 6™ and 7" February was seen well on the second date and
showed some features suggesting the race kmmlieni (Kumbien's Gull) (DP). Description
received.

Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperborens
Status: Scarce winter visitor

A first-winter was present mid-afternoon on floods at Fulford Ings on 9% February with
possibly the same bird noted at Wheldrake Ings on 2" Mareh.

A second-winter was seen in fields opposite the Alne Brickworks landfill site in February
(exact date unknown).

Great Black-backed Gull  Laras marinus
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

This species was recorded as a new bird for the New Earswick area with a single flying south
over Haxby Road Farm on 19" January. Up to 400 were scen daily at a pre-roost gathering of
gulls on floods at Fulford Ings from 6% - 12" February.

Later in the year, another bird was seen over the New Earswick area, flying cast with Lesser
Black-backed Gulls Larus fuscns while yet ancther was seen on 27" December. Wheldrake
Ings roost counts were 338 on 15" November, 540 on the 21*, 167 on the 25" and 192 on the

28h

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Status: Passage migrant and rare migrant breeder

One was seen at Marston Moor Station during the YOC birdrace on 8" and 9" June while two
birds flew up the River Ouse at Clifton Ings on 27" June and two were also seen at Wheldrake
fngs on 25" July. A single was at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 7" August,

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea
Status: Passage migrant

Two birds seen briefly over ponds by the River Ouse at Riceall on 6" June was the only record

(D).



Feral Pigeon Columba livia
Status: Resident breeder

Common - and a nuisance - in the centre of York: we could do with some urban Peregrines
Faleo peregrinus! Mass display flights were seen frequently over Osbaldwick and 50 were
counted round [Teworth ehurch on 1% March. 12 were counted on & BRS square routh of
Naburn on 12" May while 200 were at Hagg Wood, Dunnington on 27" July.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Status: Resident breeder

16 were on a newly-cultivated field at Riceall on o™ January and 20 at Grimston near York on
the 12", 15 were feeding amongst Wood Pigeons Columba pafumbus at Clifion Ings on 1*
February while 12 at Dunnington Comnien on the 23" was the highest count there. Ten were
at Storwood on 4" March, two at Strensall Commeon on the 10", twao at Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits on the 17" and six on arable fields at Riccall on the 24%, A maximum of ten was counted
in March in the New Earswick area where they were generally seen with Wood Pigeons along
the northern and western edges.

A pair was at Ings Farm, Terrington on 6™ April and three at Langton, Malton on the 21"
while a pair at Limefield Farm, Dunnington nested in an old barn with other pairs breeding in
the field centre at Dunnington and in a Barn Owl Tyio alba box east of the village. 18 were
counted on a BBS square south of Naburn on " May with 11 there on 22" June while a pair
was at Towthorpe Grange on 21* May and another at Bank Island on §" June.

A single bird was in a pig field opposite Goose Farm Caravan Park near Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 6" September with six seen flying over Walbutts Sewage Works, Strensall on the 18" and
one sitting on a nest of two eggs in an owl box at Brayton Barff on the 15", A single was ina
field near the ear park at Castle Howard Lake on 1% October with nine there on 26" November
while a flock of 41 was on electricity wires at Goose Farm on 11" Oetober. Five were in
Skates Lane, Huby on 6" December with up to 15 seen along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn throtighout the year and two or three pairs resident on Clifion Ings.

Wood Pigeon Colimba palumbus
Status: Resident breeder

100 were at Grimston near York on 12% January with 200+ in fields east of Strensall Common
on 24" February and 50 at Steensall Common itseif on 10™ March while 200+ were behind
Walbutts Farm, Strensall on the 20" and 440 on oilseed rape at Riccall on 1% March.

Nests were seen in May and June at Wharfe [ngs near Cawood and 80 were counted on a BBS
square south of Naburn on 12% May with 86 there on 22" June. 110 were feeding in a set-
aside field at Riccall on 4" June and nest building was observed in Osbaldwick on 13th June
and in Flaxton on 3™ July while recorded as having bred at Brayton Barff,

On 15" September, five birds were sitting on nests along the River Ouse and two nests with
eggs and young were noted at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 20" while 50 were
at Forest Farm, Warthili on 16™ October with 100 there on the 23, 80 were at Limefield
Farm, Dunnington on the 29" when 100 were at Londesborough Farm. 200 were at Forest
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Farm on 5" November with 30+ counted in flight near Lijling Green Farm, Strensall on 28
December.

*Good numbers” were present all year on Clifton Ings and seen daily around Huby throughout
the year whilst being noted as widespread in the northern part of the recording area. Common
in the New Earswick area during the year with the largest concentrations being seen around
Kettlestring Farm with counts of over 250 not being unusual. Also seen in the centre of York
and up te three visited a Strensall garden regularly throughout the year. Resident and common
along the River Ouse between York and Naburn where no significant counts were recorded.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decavcto
Status: Resident breeder

One pair was nesting in Kings Square, York on [5™ January. Six were at Storwood on 6"
March and four visited feeders in a backyard near York Cemectery on the 25" . Three were at
Ings Farm, Terrington on 6" April and a pair was nest building at Buttercrambe on the 12,
Bred as usual in Dunnington village gardens but numbers seemed to be fower there this year.
Two juveniies were seen taking food from a garden in Heworth on 24 Jyly

Display flight was seen in Osbaldwick on 11™ September with 19 birds at Skipwith on the 16"
including a partial albino. 14 were at Low Catlon on 29" October when 30 were at Gate
Helmsley while 17 wer ¢ at Dunnington Common on 2™ November and at least 30 in a tree
near Storwood the following day with six seen bathing in a puddle at the back of a house in
Osbaldwick on the 9",

Up to ten were seen along the River Quse between York and Naburn theoughout the year and
noted as being regular visilors lo gardens in Osbaldwick and Strensall alf year, Also scen
daily around Huby and widespread throughout the northern part of the recording area.
Common throughout the New Earswick area, particularly ncar human habitation and also
reported from Brayton BarfT,

Turtle Dove Strepropelia turtur
Status: Migrant breeder and passage visitor

Heard *purring’ from the old Army camp at Brayton Barff from 2" - 26™ May and again on 9"
June though only one bird was present, probably due to removal of two hectares of sorub for
the Selby bypass. One was at Allerthorpe Gravel Pils on 19" May with a pair there on the
26" when one was "purring” from overhead wires at Barlby Sewage Works. On the 28" one
was drinking from a puddle on a track at Charity Farm, Skipwith and anolher heard calling
from an ash tree in Riceall on 1% June while others were along the Sefby Canal near Burn in
June and flying south along the River Ouse at Naburn Bridge on the 29" At Riccall, a pair
flew west over the Ouse on 4™ July and birds were seen on a pond island there on the 12%, s0
they almost certainly were breeding in the area, whilst the last record was of a pair at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 13™,
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Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Status: Occasional visitor

One was in a Sheriff Hutton garden on 29™ September.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Status: Migrant breeder

The first was at Wilberfoss on 3™ Aprit and therafter heard at Limefield Farm, Dunnington
and Forest Farm, Warthill on the 24tg with another noted at Wheldrake Ings on 25" when also
at Bupthorpe. Birds were heard at Skipwith Common on 27™ April, Hagg Wood, Dunnington
an the 28" and Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 1% May when also heard near Triangle Meadow,
New Earsiwk with two there on the 6" when one was calling at The Brecks estate in Strensall
and heard there daily at various times until 1 June, Another heards at Strensall Common on
the 4™ May with at least four birds present there on the 8™ when three were seen on the firing
range and the fiest bird was heard in Huby; also heard in Fulford on the 12" and at Frog Hall
and Moreby (bear Naburn) the same day while two males and a female were in the Warren,
Dunningtan on the 14" and two birds at Pocklington Canal on the 19™ | Others were heard
near Haxby on 21¥ May and in Poppleton on the 27" while one flew over a Yearsley Grove
garden on 1 June with up to three calling in the Nabuen/Bishopthorpe area early the same
month and a bird still calling at Triangle Meadow, New Earswick on the 4", Heard at
Skipwith Common on the 8" ard 9" June and in Huby on the 11" while a fledged juvenile
was seen along the riverbank at Wheldrake Ings on 17" July Sfed by an unidentified small
passerine). Another juvenile at Dunnington Common from 23" to 25™ August was the last
record for the year.

435



Barn Owl Tyio alba
Status: Resident breeder

A bird was calling at Forest Farm, Warthill on 10" January and one was seen hunting there the
following day when also seen hunting over Wheldrake Ings at 12.30 hours and again there on
the 17% and 27%.  Also cbserved hunting over the banks of the River Derwent in the sae
area on 12" February whilst others were hunting near Thorton-fe-Clay on the 14™ Brownmoor
Farm, Stiflington on the 16" and Forest Farm, Warthill on 12" March. A bird was seen
carrying a large prey item at 17.15 hours on the 19" March and another with prey seen flying
in the opposite direction there at 18.30 hours, and others were hunting ncar Melbourne on the
24%  Alse at Bank Island on 8% April and carrying prey at Wheldrake Ings on two dates in
April. A bird was seen in Kexby on ¥ May, hunting along the A1079 at 20.00 hours and
many pellets were found in one of the old buildings at Naburn Sewage Works on the 10",
Hunting birds were seen at Bank Island on the evening of 8™ June and at Wheldrake Ings on
13" and and agzin on the 1% July while on the 6™ one was seen flying high over the reserve
carrying food to trees at Thicket Priory and three were seen at the Ferry Boat Inn on the 10",
The next day, two hunting birds came into contact resulting in much hissing and a vertical
¢limb. The day after that, one flew past the water tower at Riccall at 20.10 hours and two
were in the Bank Island area on the 17, At least four were seen on the YOC evening trip 1o
the Melbourne area and someone even managed to wrn a person riding a bicycle into one!
Meanwhife, three were seen at Wheldrake on the 1 1" with one on the 15" and regularly seen
huating around the meadows at dusk.

Bred on the cdge of Dunnington Common raising three young with a bird seen hunting cast of
the village during the summer months, but no nest was found. A male was seen perched
outside a new nest box on the common in carly September. one was mobbed by Carrion
Crows Corvis corone while carrying prey at Wheldrake Ings on the 4™ and four were at Bank
Island on the 26" - one carrying prey - with a single bird in the same location early next
morning. Another was hunting near Hagg Bridge at 22.30 hours on 9th October and again at
Bank Island on the 6" and 8™ while young were heard calling from an ash tree at Wheldrake
on the 24",

In Novembez, birds were seen hunting at Skipwith as well as on the Derwent banks while a
single was heard on several occasions in New Earswick village. One was found dead by the
A64 at the bottom of Whitwell Hill on 3" December while a single bird flew over the B1363
two miles nouth of the Wigginton turn-off on the 7", Up to three were seen all year in the
Aughton and East Cottingwith areas.

Little Qwl Athene noctua
Status: Resident breeder

One was heard calling at Stockton-on-the-Forest on 10" January with another seen in a hedge
near the car park at North Duffield Carrs on the 13" Singles were also at Harewood Whin
Tip, Rufforth on 15" February and Blue Coat Farm, Foston on the 26™.  Three were at
Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 14"™ March with one heard calling at the Brecks estate in
Strensall on the 22" and two near Dunnington on the 26", Two were at Thorganby on 7™
April when singles were atso at Allerthorpe Grave! Pits and 1km west of Tollerton while one
was helard calling at Strensall Common on the 8" and another seen in flight over Wistow on
the 29",
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A pair raised two young on Dunnington Common despite the male being killed by a car and a
further four pairs were known to hold territories on the common with another pair east of the
village at the end of Intake Lane. Singles were in a derelict building between Stittenham
Wood and Mowthorpe Wood an 4" June and at Moorlands YWT Reserve, Wigginton and just
outside Skipwith village on the 8" when one a bird was at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboralory and scen and heard there later In the year.

A single was seen daily on the schoo! field in Upper Poppleton from 5™ June to 14% July with
& pair noted on 8% June which continued calling into August. Two were “singing” at High
Roans on 18" June with three the following day while one was at Bugthorpe on the 21" and
another at Moreby, Naburn on the 22™. Qne was on the York outer ringroad near Monks
Cross on 5" July, perched on a lantp post, while a pair was at Buttercrambe Moor Wood on 6"
August.

Heard calling from a roadside tree at North Duffield on 10" November and from Forest Farm,
WarthiHl on the 12, Probably resident at Kertlestring Farm, New Earswick but lack of public
access made accurate recording impossible; single birds are regularly seen at favoured daytime
perches in the vicinity of the farm. Also reported from Dudtey Hill Farm (Sheriff Hutton),
East Cottingwith, East Moor (Stockton-on-the-Forest), Hassacarr Nature Reserve, Storwood
and Wistow.

Tawny Owl  Steix alico
Status: Resident breeder

One was seen hunting in the open at Wheldrake Ings at 1800 hours on 25" April while a
female was heard calling from Limefield Farm, Dunnington at 1500 hours on 17" May with a
male calling at Frog Hal) at 1400 hours on the 19" An adult was seen perched on a telepraph
pole in broad daylight at Bank Island on 8™ June at the same time and place as last year!

Breeding was suspected in the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve, New Earswick, but not
proven. Two adults were calling at Buttercrambe Moor Wood on 23" July and at least two
young were heard begging for food while a single bird was seen in Wass Wood on the 31%. In
Dunnington, a nest in an old silver birch tree in the Warren failed and yet a hird of the year
was seen in the everings sitting on a farm sign during August.

One was in a Strensall garden on 7" September with young birds heard in Heworth and
Osbaldwick on the 30", A young bird was seen at Hassacarr Nature Reserve during
November, being mobbed by Blackbirds Turdus mernia.

Also reported from Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, Bishopthorpe, Brayton Barff (where bred), East
Lilling, Gate Helmsley, Hagg Wood (Duininglon), Hendwick 11ali Farm (Stamford Bridge),
High Reans, Huby, Monks Cross (York), Pocklington Canal, Pond Head Farm {Oulston),
Poppleton, Skipwith Common, Storwood, Upper Helmsley Common and Yearsley Moor,

Long-eared Owl Asio orus
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

At Skipwith Common, a bird was seen hunting at sunset on 13" June, at least two young heard
calling on the 18" and one was flushed from a pine tree on 24" Ociober,
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A bird reported as a Short-cared Owl Asio flaneus hunting at Bishop Wood at 2100 howrs on
19™ June was more likely to have been this species considering the date and locality,

Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus
Status: Casual breeder and passage and winter visitor

A single flying high over Clifton Ings on 13" October, being mobbed by corvids, was the only
record (NS).

Nightjar Caprimuigus europacus
Status: Migrant breeder

One was heard ‘churring” at Skipwith Common oh 29" May with two heard there on 1% June
and one very distantly on 2™ July. Also reposted from Yearsiey Moor where a male was
heard and seen 50 metres from the Forester's cottage and a possible female seen fying in the

same area on 12" June. One was seen displaying at Bishop Wood in mid-June.

Swift Apns apus
Status: Migrant breeder throughout the area

The first of the year was at York University on 2™ April foliowed by others at Sheriff Hutton
on 2% May, Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 6" and Thornton on the 8" with three in central
York on the 9™ and two in Heworth and Osbaldwick the same day (possibly the same birds).
Two were at nest sites in Poppleton on the 11" with two at Bishopthorpe on the 12, eight at
Cawood on the 14™ and three over East Mount Road, York on the 15%  when an influx
brought five over the city centre, seven or eight in Osbaldwick and six over Strensall with the
first birds noted in Huby and New Earswick.

30 were over Dunnington Common on the 16" May, three at Hempland Avenue, York on the
17% and 15 at Limefield Farm, Dunnington, following the River Derwent north; eight were at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 19", 20+ were over Osbaldwick on 12" June with more there
on the 17", but 20 was the usual munber, 20 were also over Fulford Ings on the R

Numbers over New Earswick were only up to §8, sigaificantly [ower than last year, while up
to 15 were in the Strensal! area during the sunumer where birds were scen entering the eves of
two houses. Eight were at Flaxton on 3% July with 23 there on the 1™ and 36 at Dunnington
Common on the 15" with six to eight were over the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on the
11 with Sand Martins Riparie riparia and House Martins Delichon urbice.

The maximum count at Poppleton was 70 on the 18" July, 36 were feeding over Buttercrambe
Moor Wood on the 22" three days later small groups were slowly moving south over the
same location with at least 700 birds moving through between 15.30 and 1700 howrs. 30
were over Heworth on the 29" July.

Present throughout the summer over the Clifion/Raweliffe area, though no large counts. The
last bird in New Earswick was seen on g August with the last three at Poppleton on the gh
when seven were over Heworth and the last were seen in ceatral York. Birds departed Sheriff
Hutten on the 11" with the last three in Osbaldwick on the 12", aumbers having decreased in
Angust. The last in East Cottingwith were seen on the 15% when there was a mass exodus of
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the breeding population from Riccall while the fast at Dunnington was on the 27% A very late
bird was seen in Sheriff Hutton on 27" October.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Status: Resident brecder

One was seen along The Sike at the eastern edge of Strensall Common on 6" J anuary while
up to eight birds were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Bishopthorpe
throughout the year with probably three or four pairs present. At least two pairs were seen
regularly at Clifton Ings all year and seen regularly at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits where two males
were fighting on 23" March, Three were at Wharfe Ings near Cawood on 19™ May. One flew
west along Dam Dike at Riccall on 7 June and another flew along the River Derwent at Bank
Island the next day with one along Selby Canal on the 20™. An injured bird was released at
Hassacarr Nature Reserve on the 23" and presumably this same bird stayed till the end of the
year.

Seen hunting along the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings on 1" July and over the scrape there
on the 20"‘, also reported from Wheldrake Ings on 6" October. One was seen on the bottom
pond at Yearsley Moor on 1 " July with another on the River Foss near Lock House, Strensall
on 18 September and two were at opposite ends of Castle Howard Lake on 1¥ October with a
pair there on the 20™ and single birds seen on other dates. Singles were by a pond in a
Huntington garden on 5" and 28™ December, at a flooded beck on the YWT reserve at
Strensall Common on the 18™, by the River Foss in York on the 24" and on the pool by the
River Quse at Riccal! on the 25™,

Seen regularly at Forest Farm, Warthill and Pocklington Canal with others also seen at East
Moor near Sution-on-the-Forest and Nunthorpe. A pair was seen along the Foss and the old
course of the Foss in New Earswick but no evidence of breeding was obtained. Also a
frequent visitor to the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve pond and noted at Siurges
Ponds, Selby.

Hoopoe Upnpa epops
Status: Vagrant

One was present in a Knapton garden on 1% (no fooling!) and 2 April (per JP).




Green Woodpecker Picus viridus
Status: Resident breeder but not widespread

One was on the YWT reserve at Strensall Common on 24" February with two on the commeon
on 10" March and also reported from there later in the year with a pair seen together on *
May. Six were counted round Brayton Barff on 3™ March where birds later bred. One was
calling at Skipwith Common on the 6™ and another was at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on the
12" One or two were heard calling along the River Ouse between the Millennium Bridge,
York and Fulford Ings from 23" March to 35" May. Two were at Towthorpe Grange on 14"
April and one was at Moreby, Naburn on 12" May.

Heard at Skipwith Contmon on 9™ June and 2" July, one was calling at Upper Helmsley on
the 19™ when another was seen at the rear of Grange Fanmm, Haxby with a juvenile in the
Warren, Dunnington the following day. One was at Bultercrambe Moor Wood on g August
with another at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 22" September while one flew over Bishop Wood
on 9% November. Also seen in November at Warren Wood, Dunnington.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Status: Resident breeder throughout the area

A pair was on Skipwith Commnion on 19™ January and a male was a regular visitor to a
Bishopthorpe garden for three weeks during that month. Four were in Askham Bog on 9"
February with one calling from an isolated witlow at Cliffe on the 1 1™ At Wheldrake Ings,
three were “drumming’ in trees along the River Derwent on the i7" February while one was
heard ‘drumming’ at Limefield Farm, Dumington on 12" March.

Seen at Clifton Park, York on 3" April and subsequently with a pair seen feeding young at
Wistow on 26™ May while fledged juveniles were first noted along the River Ouse on the 31
Probably at least three different pairs were present in the New Earswick area around the two
nature reserves, near Huntington Church and on Bootham Stray; “drumming’ males were
heard in four different locations in early spring,

An adult with two juveniles was at Bank Island on 13" June and also bred at Brayton Barff.
A male, female and at least two juveniles were feeding on peanuts in a garden in Dunnington
on 3" August with three males and two [emales there on 6" November.

Two were seen at Grimston Bar. York on 21% August and three heard at different locations at
Yearsley Moor on the 28" with a pair seen and three others heard there on 16" October.
Birds were feeding on peanuts in a Strensall garden on 18" September and up to at least five
seen o1 heard along the River Quse between York and Naburn throughout the year. A pair
was al Strensall Commeon on 20™ November and one was seen and at least two others heard in
weaods around Pond Head Farm, Qulston an 31% December. Two to three pairs were present
afl year at Clifton Ings.

Also reported from Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, Askham Richard, Bugthorpe, Buttercrambe Moor
Wood, Butterwick, Cass Wood (Huby), Castle Howard Lake, Dudley Hill Farms (Sheriff
Hutton). East Cottingwith, Hagg Wood (Dunnington), Melbourne, Moreby, New Earswick
Nature Reserve, Pocklington Canal, Slingsby. Snowball Plantation (Stockton-on-the-Forest),
Storwood, Sutton on Derwent, Terrington. Thornton and Towthorpe Grange.
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minar
Status: Resident breeder

One was seen along the car park lane at Wheldrake Ings on 14" April. A female feeding
amongst a tit flock in the Wasren, Dunnington on 22™ November was the fisst record there for
aboul six years.

The status of this very elusive bird is somewhat uncertain in the New Farswick area;
confirmed sightings in 1998 and 1999 having recently come to light and cne was reported
from the Joseph Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve in April with ancther possible but
unconfirmed sighting at the same location. Known to be present in Askham Bog.

Wood Lark Lullnla arborea
Status: Recent colonist in smalf nembers

One was present at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 26" February with two there
on the 27" Three pairs were present at this site from April with males heard singing most
days while two birds were seen collecting food on 4" Tuly,

One was singing over a farmland/woodland edge at Towthorpe Grange on 20™ June while five
or six were seen in one flock at Sand Hutton on 23" and 24" September and one was at Forest
Farm, Warthill on 15™ October in the company of Skylarks Alauda arvensis.

Skylarle Alauda arvensis

Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor
200+ were at Dunnington Commeon on 1% January, a frosty morning, with 20 in a stubble field
there the following day together with ¢.100 Yeloowhammets Emberfza citrinella; 60 were on
stubble south of Skipwith Common on the 5% while the peak count at Rawcliffe Cornfield
Nature Reserve was 44 on the [3™. Five were on arable land south of Castle Howard on 10™
February, including one singing, when seven were counted in a meadow off Oak Busk Lane,
Flaxton; six, including tour singing birds, were at a winter wheat field north of Wiganthorpe
near Terrington on the 17 when 20 were at Poppleton white two were singing at Strensall
Common on the 24", 13 were at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 3% March and six males at
Forest Farm, Warihill on the 12" with 55 at Dunnington Common on the 19,

30 were seen in winter wheat and set-aside at Novth Ings Farm, Terrington on g™ April - an
excellent record for this declining species - while seven pairs were at Limefield Farm on the
23" with one pair nest building and one was at Sustrains cycle track, Bishopthorpe the
following day. On farmtand at Bugthorpe there were nine (four singing) on the 25" April, 13
(seven singing) on 3 ¥ May and four on 21* June while ‘good numbers® were at Dunnington
Common in May. 26 were counted in a one kilometre square by Riccall on 30 April with 20
there on 15" June while six were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn on 12 May with
eight there on 22™ June,

A nest with four eggs was found at Charity Farm, Skipwith on 20m May and on the 29" ten to
12 fledged young were seen at this site. Small numbers bred on Clifion Ings while six
territories were found during a farm survey at Towthorpe Grange during the summer and five



territories in & fanntand survey near Langton, Malton. Five maies were singing on farmland at
Barlow Grange on 20™ June with six breeding territories occupied on Rawcliffe Cornficid NR
while seven pairs were at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 4" July.

Post-breeding flocks included ten at Blue Coat Farm, Foston on 21" August and another ten at
Storwoosd on 3 September with 25 at Sutton Farnt on the 5" The remains of & freshly dead
bird were found on a Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus plucking post the same day. A maxinwm
count of 130 was recorded in stubble fields at East Moor in September while 30 were in a
stubble field at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 241,

200 were at Forest Farm on 8% October while on the 13" small numbers were moving over
Allerthorpe Grave! Pits most of the day. 100 were at Forest Farm on the 15" and 21* October
with a maximum of §50 there in November. 20 were at the Strensall end of Carr Lane on | g
Octaber with 33 at Raweliffe Comfield NR on 21* November and up to 62 seen around
Haxby Road Farm from early December 10 the year end. ¢.200 were seen in a field off Lilling
Low Lane on 18" December, 19 on farmland north of Strensall on the 22" and two singing in
bri%ht sunshine at Barlby on the 25", 20 were counted in a meadow at Lilling Green on the
28",

Up to at least eight birds scen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Nabura
throughout the year. Abundant at Strensall Common during the spring and summer with a few
present in winter. Still in good numbers in the New Earswick area where seen regularly on
Bootham Stray. near Huntington Church and at Haxby Road Farm, also common around Huby
throughout the year and widespread throughout the northern part of the recording area. Still
seems to be a common breeding bird in the area despite declining in similar lowland areas.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

The first to arrive was one at Wheldrake Ings on 23" March followed by four at Sand Hutton
on 3 April before a single was seen afong the River Quse near Terry's chocolate factory,
York on the 6™ Up to five were seen along the river between York and Naburn unti] 29"
July.

Breeding colonies were noted in York along the River Foss near Monk Bridge and behind the
Castle Museum. Seen at nest holes in Poppleton from 7" April when eight were present with
30 there on 5™ May. Two were at Clifion Bridge. York on 23" April and 20 at Wharfe Ings
near Cawood on the 27", 400 were over Castie Howard Lake on 6™ May with five counted
on the firing range at Strensall Common during the YOC feld wip on the 8", Two were at
Quse Bridge on the 14" and a pair nested in a drainage pipe over the River Ouse opposite the
City Screen in the centre of York.

Young were seen peering out from their nest at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on
the 12% while six to eight were seen wilh a party of Swifis Apus apus and House Martins
Delichon urbica over the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on | 1™ July and a small party were
with Swallows Hirundo rustica there on 28" August.

Present in good numbers all summer on Clifton Ings with one or two seen occasionally at
Rawcliffe Lake. The largest single flock at Dennington was of 50 on the common on Ik
September afthough many more could have becn involved. Six were feeding over a newly-
ploughed field at Storwood on 3" September and seen again with House Martins the following
day. Small numbers were moving south over Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 9", (otalling
about 20 birds.



Swallow Hirunde rustica
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

Two mobbing a Kestrel Falco tinmmculus by the River Ouse near Terry's chocolate factory,
York on 7" Aprif were the fiest. One at Warthill Commen on the o 12 were feeding over
open waier at Wheldrake Ings on the 10" and one flew over Dunnington Common on the 15t
while a male was singing at Limefield Farmi, Dunnington on the 16® with four there by the
23", Two were in Ampleforth on the 17th with singles at Avghton, East Cottingwith and
Storwood the same day and on the following day one was at Sheriff Hutton and three at
Bishopthorpe.  Five were in New Earswick on the 19" several in Riccall on the 20"™, one at
Langton, Maiton the following day and two over Priory Street, York on the 24™ when four
were at Forest Farm, Warthill, also at Fulford on 29™,

Seen at Rawcliffe Meadows on I* May with two at Poppleton on the 5™ and the first in Huby
on the 6™, 15 were counted at the firing range at Strensall Common on the 8" while two were
counted in the BBS square south of Naburn on the 12" with ten there on 22" June.

A pair nested in a building at Towthorpe Grange and two birds were seen along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn from late April with fledged juveniles first noted on 28" June
while 30 were counted on power lines near Great Wood, Flaxton on 18" May. At Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits, two pairs nested in stables with five eggs in each nest and had two broods.

Fairly scarce again this year on Clifton Ings and numbers in the New Earswick area were
noted to be well down on last year. Nine were over farmland at Bugthorpe on 31% May and
21% June with 60 feeding over Bunercrambe Moor Wood on 20™ July while small numbers
were gathering before roosting there on the 31%. 30 were at Clifton Moor on 7h August, 30 at
Blue Coat Farm, Foston on the 15 and 50 ar Allerthorpe Gravel Pits the next day while eight
were in Hempland Avenue, York on the 16" and 17%. A smali manber was with Sand Martins
Riparia riparia over the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on the 28" and several seen in York
city centre on the 309, apparently on passage, when an exceptional number of up to 4000
hirundines, mostly Swallows, were roosting in a field of sweetcorn on Dunnington Commeon,
3000+ were stilt there on 1% September with numbers quickly tailing off thereafter. 50+,
mostly juveniles, were on ielephone wires at Stockton-on-the-Forest on the A" with 1000
roosting along the Pocklingten Canal at Melbourne on the 9™ angd still present on the 14", in
maize fields. 398 were counted there on the 12" alt flying southeast starting at 06.40 hours
with 12 birds followed by groups of various sizes, the last at 07.37 hours, Hundreds were
feeding over ponds at Strensall Common on the 14™ while 50 were at Limefield Farm,
Dugnington on the 16™ and 350 flew southeast at 1600 hours over East Moor, Sutton-on-the-
Forest on the 17th. Seen regularly in Osbaldwick until the last seen there on the 20™ when 20
passing early with Starlings Sturnus valgaris . 30 were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 22"
with 1000 roosting ac Bank Island on the 28",

Four were over Wheldrake Ings on 6™ October with the last five at Allerton on the 15" while
32 passed Forest Farm on the 16" and three were at Bielby on the 17" At Bank Istand on the
18" a party of three birds was followed later by a party of six hirds, then a party of 25+ birds
were seen from the Pool Hide at Wheldrake Ings. Two were over Bootham Stray on the 19"
and two over Castle Howard Lake on the 20® while two were at Sand Hutton Central Science
Labaoratory on the 29" with another there on the 30", The last of all were five flying over the
field centre at Dunnington on 2™ November - possibly a record late date for this species?
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A Swallow x House Martin Delichon wrbica hybrid was trapped and ringed on 19
September.

House Martin Delichon wrbica
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

The first were eight at Dunnington Common cn 3¢ April where birds were seen regularly
throughout the summer months drinking from the main pond at Massacarr Nature Reserve.
The first in Strensall was on the 199 with birds frequently seen in the summter in nests off
York Road. The first two were back at their breeding site at Scarcreft Primary Sehool, York
on 24% while two were seen flying norih the foflowing day at Limefield Farm. Dunnington
with Swallows Hirtmdo rustica when one at Bugthorpe.

Two were at Clifion Park on 2™ May and in Osbaldwick the following day but were not seen
regularly there until the end of the month. The first in Huby was on the 6" when 47 moved
through Allerthorpe Gravel Pits in small numbers. One was at Bishopthorpe on the 7% seven
at Cawood and eight at Stillingfleet on the &% and one near RufTorth on the 13", Three birds
were collecting mud from a puddle at Londesborough Lodge Farin en the 17" with 12 there on
the 23™. The first at New Earswick were on the 20" and three were over houses at Strensall
on the 21% when birds were starting to build nests at Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe; five paits
were successful, less than usual. Numbers were down in New Earswick also, but less of a
decline there than with Swallows. Two were at Bugthorpe on 31% . Several on Fourth
Avenue, Tang Hall, York on | 1" Jne.

Up to 12 pairs nested around Raweliffe Lake while 20 were at Flaxton on 117 July when up to
ten birds, with a party of Swifts Apus apus and Sand Martins Riparia riparia, were over the
bottem pond at Yearstey Moor. Up to 30 were seen along the River Quse between York and
Naburn in the breeding season and a flock of 200+ was over Clifton Ings on 25™ July with 30
at Blue Coat Farm, Foston on 15™ August. The largest cousnt at Dunnington Common was
175 on 24™ August.

At least two pairs were stif] feeding young in nests at South Bank, York on 1 September with
one pair still there on the 14" and ane nest with at feast three well-grown young on the 21%
when birds were still noted beside nests in Strensall. 30 were feeding over a newly-ploughed
field at Storwood on the 3 with ¢.50 gathering at Poppleton the following day.  Small
numbers were moving south at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 9" with 50 counted in total.

The Jast at Dusnington Common were 75 on the 1o™ Seplember wilh 30 over Brayton Davff
on the 14" and 50 at Nunthorpe on the 15" when some were still in Fulford. Small numbers
were movin% south over Durnington on the 16™ and birds were regularly seen in Osbaldwick
until the 20 when a farge number was seen apparently moving through then ne more were
noted there until the last two on 5™ October. 25 were at Rownatree Park, York on 29"
September and five over Castle Howard Lake on 1* October while a single bird was with a
party of Swallows at Bank Island on the 18™ with the last at Allertharpe Gravel Pits - also with
Swallows - seen ou the 20", The final bird had left New Earswick by the end of the month,



Tree Pipit Awnthus trivialis
Status: Migrant breeder though numbers have declined recently

A single bird was at Wass Wood on 2% April with another seen at Bishop Wood in June
while one was singing at Wheldrake Wood en 9% June when one was on Skipwith Common
will at least eight (there on nd Tuly.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Status: Resident and migrant breeder and passage migrant

A “good flock® of 42 birds on Dunnington Commion on 1% January was the only double figure
count there with ten birds at Mill Farm beside the River Rye between West Ness and
Nunnington and two birds above Stonegrave. Two were seen beside the River Foss in
Strensall on the 2™ while 83 were at Poppleton on the 13" and ¢.60 feeding in a grassy field
near Terry's chocolate factory, York on the 278,

24 were at Clifton Ings on 1¥ February with up to 38 in the New Earswick area during the
month. Small numbers were seen flying north at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 17" March and at
Limefield Farm, Dunnington on the 20™ while six were feeding in set-aside at North Ings
Farm, Terrington on 6" April. Three were at Strensall Common on the 1%, two on the 18
and small numbers again in May and November. One territory was recorded during a farm
survey at Towthorpe Grange on various dates throughout the summer and a pair was feeding
young at Riccall on 7" June,

30 were roosting in set-aside at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 10 September where a
total of 236 was counted two days later flying south in small flocks, starting with 142 at 06.00
hours and ending with the last four at 08.05 hours, 20 were at Strensall Common on the 14"
while two were in a pig field opposite Goose Farm Caravan Park southeast of Sutton-on-the-
Forest on the 15" with one there on the 17" and 23", $mall numbers moved south throughout
the day at East Moor on the 19™ and 20" and through Allerthorpe Gravet Pits on 13" October
while 50 were at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 21% with 30 there on 18" November, Four were
in a meadow at Lilling Green near West Lilling on 18" December with five there on the 28"
and singles were around Hassacarr Nature Reserve throughout the autumn. The flock on
Bootham Stray had increased to at least 12 by the year end and birds were seen on Haxby
Road Farm for the {first time. Up to six were seen along the River Ouse between York and
Naburm throughout the year and also present in good numbers at Clifton Ings al year.

Yellow Wagtail Movacilla flava
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

The fiest was at Limefield Farm, Dunningten on i7" April followed by a male at
Londesborough Lodge Farm on the 23" with ancther bird at Forest Farm, Warthil} on the 24"
and a pair at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on the 25", The first at Wheldrake was
on the 27" and one at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 29™ was feeding with
six Pied Wagtails Motacifla alba. Four were at Dunnington Common on 4™ May and three at
Forest Farm on the 6™ while two pairs were at Limefield Farm on the 17" when four pairs
were at Londesborough Lodge Farm. One was at Sutton upon Derwent on the 30™, An adult
male was feeding a fledged chick at Charity Farm, Skipwith on 31%.
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Eight birds were on the cast bank of the River Ouse at Riceall on the 26™ May with birds also
in fields there on 9™ and 15" June and a male at Towthorpe Grange was singing amongst a
lettuce crop, Another male was seen along the road between Sheriff Hutton and Strensall on
the 9™ and 1wo birds were at Thorton on the 12" while three pairs were around Barlow
Grange farmland on the 20" one pair at Ross Carrs and an adult and a juvenile at Hagg Bridge
and two wora at Moreby. Naburn on the 22

Up to two birds were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Naburn from 29"
June to 13" July, probably breeding in the Naburn Sewage Works area, whilc a pair bred at
Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe (near Westow). Two were at High Roans on 3 July when a bird
was also at Sheriff Hutton - the first there for 25 years! Nine were in a loose post-breeding
flock at Riceall on 12" July.

Two were at Storwood on 3™ September when ten were in a pig ficld opposite Goose Farm
Caravan Park, Sutton-cn-the-Forest with four there the following day and one the day after
that; another single was seen by the Ouse on the 4" when birds were still present at Riccall.
Two at Cliften Ings on the 7™ was the fivst sighting in three years of a bird that used to breed
there. Singles were also seen at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits and Hagg Wood while birds were
seen flying high to the south at East Moor, Sutton-gn-the-Forest on the 12™. A single bird
with a flack of 20 Pied Wagtails at Bootham Stray on the very late date of 3" October was the
anly record for the New Earswick area.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Status: Resident breeder

One was beside the River Rye 0.5km west of Nunaingion on 1™ January and another near
Vork Minster on the 11" with a single at Walbukts Sewage Works, Strensall on the 127 and
again on 16" February. Dirds were also seen in the Dunnington area in Janvary while a male
was at the sewage works near Wheldrake Ings on the 10", A male was in song at Norton on
7% March and one at Stamford Bridge on the 21 with another at Sand Hutton on 3™ April,
Two, possibly young birds, were on the River Quse at Bishopthorpe Palace on 12" May and
again on 2% Jime with three juveniles near Rowntree Park, York the same day indicating
successfil breeding in the area. Singles were at Newburgh Priory Lake on the 9" and at
Gilling on the 17" with a pair on the River Derwent at Howsham Bridge on the 19",

An unseasonal bird was at Clifton Ings on 20" July then at least Lwo seen regulatly there from
2™ Seplember to the year end. One was in Wigginton on g September and ancther at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 9" with two atong the Pocklington Canal on the 14™ and two on
the River Ouse in York the following day; one was at Rowntree Park on the 29" with a single
at Rawcliffe Lake next day and another at Sand Huston Central Science Laboratory, One was
in Osbaldwick village on 4% Qctober and again on the 26™ | with singles seen at York
University on the 6", Rowntree Park on the 19" and Dudley Hill Farm, Sheriff Hutton on the
31% . Other singles were by a garden pond in Strensall on 9™ November, at the Old Sewage
Works Woods, New Earswick on the 12™ and at Castle Howard on the 17% while one flew
over Piccadilly, York on 22" December and another was seen in a garden at the railway
crossing on the YWT reserve at Strensall Conunon on the 28", Up to three were seen or heard
along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year,
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Pied Wagtail Motacilla afba
Status: Resident breeder

Eight were feeding on stubble near Skipwith Common on 6™ January and six at Poppleton on
{he 13™ with 12 there on 21% February. 12 were near Dalby Bush Farm west of Tesrington an
the 17" and 200+ flew in to roost at Rawcliffe Sewage Works while six were on the edges of
pools at Wheldrake Ings on the 27% 31 a1 Hassacarr Nature Reserve on 3™ March was the
highest count there; six were feeding on 2 manure pile at East Cottingwith on the 6",

Four were at Ings Farm, Terrington on 6" AFriE, a pair was nest building under a parked farm
teailer at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 24, later seen with a small chick and three eggs and
another pair was feeding young above a walkway at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on the 20, Twao birds were seen at Watbutis Sewage Works, Strensall on 18" May. An adult
was feeding three fledged young at Wharfe Ings, Cawood on o™ July and three juveniles seen
at Sand Hutton CSL on 4% with nine seen there on the 25", 18 on 13™ August and 54 on 4™
September when large numbers were at a pig wallow near Strensall.

40+ were counted in a pig field opposite Goose Farm Caravan Park southeast of Sutton-on-
the-Forest or 12" September when ten were also seen flying northeast over East Moor near
Sutton-on-the-Forest. 100+ were gathering to roost at Sand Hutton CSL on 22" Octaber with
a similar number coming in to roost in trees in Parliament Square, York on 22™ November
and up to 300 reported from there in December.

Up to three were seen along the River Quse between York and Naburn throughout the year
and present all year at Clifion Ings and Rawecliffe Lake with birds seen in Heworth and on
Strensall Common while a pair frequemly visited a garden in Strensall throughout the year.
Seen regularly around Huby during the year and widespread throughout the northern part of
the recording area. Resident breeder in the New Earswick area and also bred at Brayton Barff.

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Status: Occasional winter visitor

One was at Broadway, Fuiford from 28™ - 31™ December and another was reported from
Askham Bar in the same month.

Wren Troglodyies troglodytes
Status: Resident breeder throughout the area

Five were counted along a quarter mile stretch of the River Foss at Strensall on 2" January
and one was found sheltering in the Geoff Smith Hide, North Duffield Carrs during heavy rain
and winds on the 25", Four were around Strensall Common on 24™ February and six were
singing along the Osbaldwick to York cycle track on the 28",

A pair built their nest in a nest box at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with five young seen on 6" May

while a nest was seen under the roof of a car park at Frog Hall, Allerthorpe Common on the
12", Eight birds were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn on 12" May and again on
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22" Iune while a family party with newly-fledged young was seen at Strensall Commion on
24% July.

Song was noted throughout the year in Osbaldwick, Strensall and many ather places. Resident
and common along the River Ouse between York and Naburn, scen regularly in Huby and
widespread throughout the New Larswick arca and the northern part of Ihe recording urea.
Also noted at Askham Bog, Castle Howard Lake, Clifton Ings, Forest Farm (Warthill),
Rawcliffe Lake, Poppleton, Terrington and Yearsley Moor as well as being a regular visitor to
a Strensall garden throughout the year.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
Status: Resident breeder throughout the arca

Heard singing from 18% Janvary in Osbaldwick while five were counted on the 27" along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn where birds were resident, Pre-mating behaviour was
noted at Tang Hall on the 25™ with 20 singing along the Osbaldwick to York cycle track on
28" February.

Eight were around farmland at Bugthorpe on 25" April and 2 nest with five eggs found in a
hawthorn hedge at Charity Farm, Skipwith on 22" May when adults were also seen feeding
fledged young. Four were counted on a BBS square south of Naburh on 22 June while three
tercitories were found during a farm survey at Towthorpe Grange on various dates in the
summer. An adult was seen feeding 2 juvenile in Heworth on 9% July and on the 15" a family
party of two adults and three young were feeding in a garden.

One was heard singing in Osbaldwick on 29™ Qctober and noted as a common breeding bird
in Dunnington with 12 in the hedgerow along Hagg Lane being the highest count of the year.
Seen daily in Huby throughout the year and widespread throughout the northern part of the
recording area.  Also a resident breeder throughout the New Earswick area and noted in
Askham Bog, Clifton Ings, North Duffield, Rawcliffe Lake, Strensall, Terrington and York.
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Robin Erithacus rubecula
Status: Resident breeder throughout the area

Resident along the River Ouse between York and Naburn with about ten counted on 27
January while the highest count at Dunnington Common was {5 on the 1%, Singles were seen
at the north end of Castle Howard Lake on [0™ February and New Earswick Nature Reserve
on the 11" and 12" with about six in the Terrington area on the 17".  Five were around
Strensall Common on 24" February and another five were singing along the Osbaldwick to
York cycle track on the 28" Nine were counted around the YWT reserve at Strensal)
Common on 20" March and one was seen in a garden in Osbaldwick with nesting material
and carrying grubs on the 29", Seven were near Forest Farm, Warthill on 19 April, six singing
at Skipwith Common on 29 May and five counted on a BBS square south of Nabura on the
12" with two there on 22™ June.

It was a good breeding season at Hassacarr Nature Reserve and other breeding records
included fledgelings seen in Strensall on 17" May, Fulford Ings from 18" June enwards and
Osbaldwick on 7" August.

Present all year at Brayton Barff, Clifion Ings. Huby, New Earswick, Rawcliffe Lake,
Strensall, Wheldrake Ings and Yearsley Moor as well as widespread throughout the year
elsewhere in the northern part of the recording area. Also recorded at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits,
Askham Bog and North Ings and Park farms. Terrington while four were around Castle
Howard Lake on 11" October.

Redstart Phoenicirns phoenicuris
Status: Migrant breeder and passage visitor

A single passage bird was at Clifton Ings en 19 September {(NS).

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Status: Casual migrant breeder and passage visitor

A male was seen at Strensall Common on 8" May during a YOC field trip but was not seen
subsequently. A single passage bird was at Clifion Ings on 1gh September and another was
with a Stonechat Savicola torquata at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 19" and
20",

Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Status: Casual breeder and passage visitor

A male was at Riccall on 13" January and a pair near Huntington on 7° March while a female
was at Bootham Stray, York on £2"" March with a male at Strensal! Common on 24" July.

A bird was with a Whinchat Saxicola rubetra at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 19"
September and a male was at Bank Island on Ist and 6th October. A pair was noted at
Strensall Common on 10™ November with three birds there on the 14" and 13® and it may
have been these birds which stayed on to breed in 2003. A male returned to its wintering site
at Riccall on 22™ Qctober and a pair was seen there on 22™ December while a male was by
the River Derwent at North Duffield on the 277,
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Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Status: Summer visitor

A maximum spring passage of two males and one female was noted at Limefield Farm,
Dunnington on various dates between 4" and 75™ April while & female of the Greenland race
0. 0. leucorrkoa was caught and ringed there on the 23",

Other records consisted of one at Linton-on-Ouse on 24" April and a male seen at Strensall
Common on & May during a YOC field tip with six there on the 1 and two were near
Lilling Green on the 5™,

Return passage birds were seen at North Duffield Carrs on 3 August, Blue Coat Farm, Foston
on the 21* and East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 18" September and 2" October.

Blackbird Turdus merula
Status: Resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant

Resident and common along the River Ouse between York and Naburn and also notled at
Askham Bog and frequently seen in Strensall gardens all year.

Up to 15 were present in Poppleton in January and early subsong was heard in Osbaldwick on
the 12" in mild weather with full song briefly noted on the 14" while one was singing
regularly by the end of the month: all song was finished by 21% June.

Four birds were near Castle Howard Caravan Site on 10™ February with six around New
Earswick Nature Reserve on the 11" and 12", Four were also with a mixed finch and sparrow
flock at New Road, Terrington on the 17" and ¢.20 were around Strensall Common on the
24" 18 were feeding in pasture on the edge of Skipwith village on 6% March and 11 were
around farmland at Bugthorpe on 25™ April with eight there on 3 1 May. 19 were counted on
a BBS square south of Naburn on 12" May and again on 22" June while a fledgeling was at
Fulford on 13* May.

Nest building and nests with eggs or young were noled in many aveas including Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits, Brayton Barff, Dunnington Hall Nature Reserve. Limefield Farm and Wilson's
Plantation (both Dunnington), Osbaldwick, Sand Hutton, Strensall and York. It was noted as
being a common breeder at New Earswick Nature Rescrve.

Present all year at Clifton Ings and Rawcliffe Lake with a large influx into the area during the
Jatter part of the year. Widespread ot Huby and elsewhere in the northern part of the recording
area throughout the year.

In the autumn, at least six were with Redwings Turdus iliacus eating elder and hawthorn
betries by Castle Howard Lake on 11% October and ten were seen at Forest Farm, Warthill
with many in hawthomn hedges in Osbaldwick during the rest of the month. There was a
notable influx at New Earswick Nature Reserve in early November rising to 100 birds in
Diecetber. 17 were counted at Rowntree Park, York on 1* December and at teast six were on
farmland north of Strensall on the 22", The species wintered in good numbers at Hassacarr
Na(%urc Rescrve where 32 were seen on 3™ December while 12 were at Wheldrake Ings on the
307,
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Fieldfave Turdus pilaris
Status: Winter visitor

On 1 January, 30+ were at Caulkley’s Bank, Stonegrave with scattered birds along the River
Rye between West Ness and Nunnington while 90 were in Dunnington. 12 were in Thorganby
on the 6™ ond ot least ten were with Redwings Tureus fliaeus ot Woodlands Tarm cast of
Strensall Common the same day with 50 at Poppleton on the 13" where 22 flew north on the
15", A flock of 30 was in a beech wood near Brayton Rarffon the 25" and 200 were in a field
near Yearsley Moor with 100+ at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on the 16", Six were near the
River Quse at Riccal] on the 28™,

Large flocks continued to be seen during February with ¢.200 in a wheat field at Flaxton on
the 10™, 200 in a mixed flock with Redwings there on the 21¥, 150+ near Cass Wood. Huby
on the 18%, 150 north of Huby on the 20" and 250 at the site of the medieval village of East
Lilling on the 27", Smaller numbers were noted north of Terrington and near Foreside Hill,
Seackleton on the 17" and in a mixed flock with Redwings near High Roans Farm, Strensall
on the 17%. There was 2 maximum count of 51 in New Earswick during the month.

200 were at East Cottingwith and 150 at Hendwick Hall, Stamford Bridge on 4™ March with
120 there on the 26" and 27", 200+ on a schaof field at Poppleton on the 10% and 109 flew
south at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24", 40 were at Ellerton on the 7" with 100 at
Reningborough on the 16" and 30 at East Cottingwith on the 22™ while various counts in
fields north of Strensall reached a maximum of 200 with 30 Redwings on the 20™.

Numbers generally decreased during April with 20 at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 1%, 22
southeast over Sirensall Common the same day and 23 at North Ings Farm, Terrington on the
6%, 180 were near Towthorpe on the 8™, 20 at Forest Farm on the 11" and ten flew over
Strgnsa!l Common on the 19", The last of the spring was a party of 16 at Hendwick Hall an
23" April.

The first of the autumn were ten near Tufi House, Hovingham on 9% October followed by five
at Wheldrake Ings on the 13" and a flock of 23 flew west at Forest Farm on the 17", Smaller
aumbers moved west there on the 23" and 50 were in a field below Pond Head Farm. Oulston
the same day. 310 were feeding on furf at High Roans Farm on 3™ November and smafl
parties were noted at Sheriff Hutton and Allerthorpe Gravel Pits where they increased to 200
by 1¥ December, roosting in willows on small istands.

It was an excellent year in the Dunnington area with good numbers feediag on apples in the
autumn and winter months, the highest count being 350 on the common on 22™ November.
Other parties in November consisted of 80 flying north along the River Ouse at Wistow on the
4" and 220 at Corest Farm an the 3™ with 200 thete on the 21%. On 11" November, 1504 were
near Sutton-on-the-Forest, 200+ near Huby and three with four Redwings at Rawcliffe
Meadows, 70 moved south at Wheldrake Ings on the 12™ and 400+ were near Appleton
Roebuck on the 26™.

50 were seen with 200 Redwings near Askham Richard on 7% Decentber and this species was
part of a 50-strong flock with Redwings along Sheriff Hutton Road north of Strensall on the
22" and 250 present at Lilling Low Lane near West Lilling on the 18" were still there ten days
iater.

Also present on Clifton Ings during the winter months with up to 300 during the latter part of
the year while the maxinmum number in the autumn at New Earswick was 37 in November.
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Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Status: Resident breeder but in decline in some areas

Up to ten were scen or heard along the River Quse between York and Naburn throughout the
year with three singing there on 27" January. $inging was also noted in Osbaldwick on the
12 winle three were slagig along the Osbaldwick 10 York eyele track on the 3 1* with ten
there on 28" February before numbers declined and birds recommenced singing at the end of
May continuing into July. One was singing in Strensall on 2% 16", 28" and *' January with
another at the north end of Castie Howard Lake on 10" Febroary. Other records involved
singles at Terrington during February and April, three near Strensall Common oa 24"
February and singing at Bugthorpe on 25™ April and 31% May with two there on 2 1% June.
Evidence of nesting was found in Osbaldwick where one bird was carrying food on 26™ July
and adults were collecting food at Sheriff Hutton on 14" June. Breeding was confirmed at
Brayton BarfF where four were singing on 10" February. One pair started to build a nest on the
sloping roof of an unaccupied nest box in a garden in Strensall on 14™ June; a picce of wood
was quickly nailed on 1o stop the nest sliding off and four eggs were counted on 21% June,
hatching by 5™ July with four juveniles ftedged on the 17,

Birds started singing in Osbaldwick again on 22" September and occasionally throughout the
autumn and winter with two singing there on 6" December. Another was singing at Monk’s
Cross on 30" November.

Present all year at Bishopthorpe, Clifton Ings and Rawcliffe Lake and noted as beginning to
increase in numbers in Dunnington where they bred at Hassacarr Nature Reserve. Also seen
most days around Huby and was widespread throughout the northern pait of the recording
area.

In the New Earswick area, resident birds often proved elusive in winter but overall a small
inerease over 2001 was noted. They definitely bred in both nature reserves and at least two
other locations, with possibly more than six pairs in the area. For the first time winter visitors
were recorded, albeit briefly, with at least 15 birds scen together in the Joseph Rownirce
Nature Reserve on 8% October which coineided with a large influx on the east coast that
morning. but they moved on quickly as no more was seen of them.

Efsewhere, one was by Castle Howard Lake on 1 " October and two were at Wheldrake on
30" December.

Redwing Turdus iliaeus
Status: Winter visitor

At least ten were at Caulkley's Bank, Stonegrave on [¥ January with scattered birds atongside
the River Rye between West Ness and Nunnington the same day. One or two were noted
along the River Quse between York and Naburn early in the year while numbers at the Joseph
Rowntree Nature Reserve, New Earswick built up at the beginning of the year to 40+ present
in March but alf had left by the month end.

At least 30 were with Fieldfares Turduy pilaris at Woodlands Farm, east of Strensall Common
on 6" January and 30 were in a mixed flock with Fieldfares and Mistle Thrushes Terdlis
viscivorus at Grimston near York on the 12 20 were in a wheat field near Flaxton on 10"
February, eight near Huby on the 15" and 30 ncar Strensall Commoen on the 24" the highest
count at Dunningson Commeon being 40 on the ot
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Lower numbers were seen in March with 17 at Dunnington Common on the 12", six at
Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on the 14" 30 with 200 Fieldfares near Strensall on
the 20" and one at Skipwith Common the following day. Some were heard flying over York
at ',:,]00 hrs on the 30" and the last record of the spring was of one at Hendwick Hall Farm on
11" April,

The first of the autumn were heard flying over Bank Island on 6" Octaber then 36 were seen at
Dunnington Common the following day with 31 at Hassacarr Nature Reserve and noctumnal
passage over Osbaldwick and other locations in the region was noted over the next few days.
There were four at two separate sites near Huby on the 8" with others at the Joseph Rowntree
Nature Reserve, New Earswick on the 9" where numbers built up steadily through November
before several large influxes saw numbers peak at a record 130 in December.

50 flew southeast at Forest Farm, Warthill on 10" October with 50 also there on the 20, Ten
were at Yearsley Moor on the 16" while 20+ were near Sutton-on-the-Forest and 50+ near
Huby on 11™ November. Thereafter, flocks were widespread in the northern part of the
recording area and it was noted that numbers often matched those of Fieldfare whereas in
previous years they were far less commaon.

Two were seen eating elder berries by Castle Howard Lake on 1 1" October then they joined a
party of at least 20 flying across the lake. Other October records consisted of flocks of 20 and
30 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits mid-month, two in York on the 17", 14 over the York to
Osbaldwick cycle track on the 13" and 20 at Rowntree Pack, York on the 19", 100 were at
Rawcliffe Meadows on 16" November and c. 60 at Fulford Ings on the 22nd with 150 at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24th and 20+ near Appleton Roebuck on the 26", ¢. 200 were
seen with Fieldfares in a meadow near Askham Richard on 7" December, 100 at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on the 8™ and some were part of a 50-strong flock with Fieldfares along Sheriff
Hutton Road, north of Strensall on the 22",

Present on Clifton Ings during the winter months with up to 500 in the latter part of the year
and also noted at Brayton Barff during the year.

Mistle Thrush  Twrdus viscivorus
Statns: Resident hreeder and winter visitor

Up to at least eight were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
throughout the year with two singing there on 27™ January. Oue was at The Hall, Strensall on
6™ January and another singing in Strensall on the 31%. Also heard in song along the York to
Osbaldwick cycle track on the 13™ and then regularly throughout the early part of the year.

One was by Castle Howard Caravan Site on 10" February, 1wo near New Road, Terrington
and one in South Wood near Hovingham on the 17" with five around Strensail Comumon on
the 24™ including one singing bird. Three were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 17" March and 2
pair was behind the scheol in Strensall on 2™ April with another pair at North Ings Farm,
Terrington on the 6", Also recorded in April at Towtharpe on the 8" with two near Bugthorpe
on the 25™ and one singing there on 31* May.

On 24" April, one pair was seen feeding young in a nest in a ‘Dutch barn® at Scoreby Maor,

Dunnington and they continued 10 do well at Hassacarr Nature Reserve where birds bred. 26
at the common on 18" July was the highest count there. Breeding was zlso recorded at
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Brayton Barff and New Earswick while fledged juveniles were noted between York and
Naburn on 13" July,

Two were south of Naburn on 12" May and again on 22" June and three pairs were in a
fallow field near Galtres Golf Course, Wigginton on 15" July with cight al Strensafl Commion
on 15" August. Present on Clifton Ings all year with a flock of 50+ from 11" July into early
August and also in the New Earswick area in varying mumbers with a iaximum of seven in
July.

Seen most days around Huby and widespread shroughout the northern part of the recording
area during the year, Singles were also recorded by Castle Howard Lake on 1 1™ Dotober and
in Strensall on 22™ December with tiree at Osbaldwick on 9" October and three at Rowntree
Park, York on 1™ December,

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Status: Scarce migrant breeder

Birds were heard ‘recling’ at

Wheldrake Ings on 21" April and

6" July while one was singing

from a dogthorn bush in a

hedgerow at White Quarry Farm
. near Tadcaster on 7™ May

A male was singing at Fuiford
Ings from at Jeast 1% - 23 May
with at least two fledged juveniles seen well there from 15 - 19" July indicating successful
breeding. One was also singing at Skipwith Common on 29™ May aad 1% and 8" June.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

The first was heard singing at Wheldrake Ings on 19" April while others were noted at Fulford
Ings on the 27" with eight singing there by 12" May and nine on the 16™. Around nine pairs
were counted there an 16" July with birds still present on the 29™.

Present singing at Kelfteld Grange Farm by the River Ouse at Wheldrake on 27 April and
26™ July, Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on }* May and 14" July, Wharfe Ings near Cawood on 19™
May and Poppleton on 9" June, One was singing by the River Derwent at Howsham Bridge
on the 19" and eight were singing along the Selby Canal from Burn to Brayton on the 20% .
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpacens
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

The first were at Wheldrake Ings on 27" April with birds later recorded singing there and
otharwise noted in June and July.

Four were singing at pools by the River Ouse at Riccall on 26™ May while on the 31% birds
were singing at a pond near Wistow and at Fuiford Ings and the Millennium Bridge, York.
One was also singing at Fulford Ings on 4" June with a juvenile seen there on 13" July.

Along the Selby Canal there were 26 singing males on 20" June with 14 at Ross Carrs the
same day while up to six were recorded at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on various dates from May
to early September. Also heard singing from a smatt patch of reeds at Barlby on 4" July and a
pair was in reeds at the western edge of Castle Howard Lake on the 18", A pair was still
present at Wheldrake Ings on 10" September and the Yast bird was seen along the Pocklington
Canal on the 14",

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia currica
Status: Migrant breeder

One was singing at Wharfe Ings near Cawood on 27" April and 9" June with two along the
York-Osbaldwick cycle track on 8% May and one at Clifton Ings the next day. Seen at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 6™ and 19" May, 16" August and 9" September with a juvenile
there on 14" July. Also bred at Brayton Barff where the first bird was noted on 4™ May with
another singing around the old Army camp between 2™ May and 25" June and two there on
i7" May. One pair was feeding young at Dunnington Common on 18" June and another pair
raised at least one young near Triangle Meadow, New Earswick.

Two were singing along the River Ouse between York and Naburn on 12" May with one
feard there on 4™ June and two to three birds, possibly juveniles, were seen at Fulford Ings on
29% July. Also noted at Red House Lane on 9 June with two males along Selby Canal on the
20" and others at Sand Hutton on 20" May and 3™ and (7th July.

A single was at Wheldrake Ings on 10™ August with another seen there briefly on 2™
December which was thought to be an eastern race bird and also the first winter record of this
species for Yorkshire (RS).

Whitethroat Sylvia commumis
Status: Migrant breeder

The first was a single at Bugthorpe on 24" April followed by three singing males at Fulford
Ings on the 27" with others at Wheldrake Ings on the 27" and 29", Hagg Wood (Dunnington)
on the 28% and Ryther on the 30%. Also noted at Wharfe Ings near Cawood on 27" April and
19% May when four were present. Up to 12 singing males were noted along the River Quse
between York and Nabuen from 4™ May with six present at Fulford Ings. Up to ten, including
juveniles, were then seen at Fulford Ings during June and July with the last bird seen there on
8" September.



Two were between Huby and Sutton-on-the-Foresi on 6" May with singles at Cass Waod,
Huby and the York-Osbaidwick cycle track on 8™ May, increasing at the latter site to three by
the 16" Also seen in May at Poppleton on the 5%, Forest Farm (Warthill) and Allerihorpe
Gravel Pits on the 6", Poppleton, Terrington and Thornton on the [1™, Haxby on the 21% and
Bugthorpe on the 31,

The first in the New Earswick area was noted on 1% May, three days later than last year, then
sightings were few and far between with none of last year's breeding sites apparently being
occupied. However, in July a pair was seen feeding four young in Rowntree allotments with
another presumed non-breeding pair at the same site.

It was not thought to be a good year at Hassacarr Nature Reserve where the first singing male
was noted on 14" May.

There were ten to 12 pairs on Clifton Ings and three famity parties of one lo two adults and
onc to three juveniles between Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest on 1™ June with a pair
carrying food in Huby on 21% July, Also bred at Brayton Barff. One was at Marston Moor on
o" June, 13 singing along Selby Canal from Burn to Selby on the 20", two singing at
Bugthorpe on the 21* and three at Langton on the 29" Two were at East Moor near Sutton-
on-the-Forest on 9" and 117 July.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Status: Migrant breeder

Bred at Brayton Barff where eight birds were singing on 17th May and one was at Skipwith
Common on 8th June with another in Dunnington on 6th August.

One near Strensali on 24™ April was followed by others singing at Bishopthorpe Crematorium
on 4" May and Strensall on the 5" with two seen at Cass Wood, Huby on the o™ and at
Osbaldwick on the 17" Also noted singing at Wheldrake Ings on 9™ May with at least three
singing along the riverbank there on 9" June and singles later scen on 26™ July and o™
Augusl.

Blackeap Sylvia airicapilla
Stalus. Migrant breeder with some birds overwintering

The first were noted at Brayton Barff and Wheldrake Ings an 30" March followed by others at
Futford on 2 April, Clifton on the 3 and up to 12 singing along the River Ouse between
York and Naburn from the 6% Birds arrived in the New Earswick area on 7% April with at
least five singing males there on the 14" and one confirmed successful breeding pair was
noted. Recorded at Warren Wood, Duanington on 10™ April and they had a good breeding
season at Hassacarr Nature Reserve where birds were recorded up to 16" September.

Singles were also recorded singing at Braisthwaite’s Wood near Barton-le-Willows and
Buttercrambe Moor on 12" April and St Nicholas Fields, York on the 17" with twos in Riceall
on the 20" Hagg Wood (Dunnington) and Bugthorpe on the 25", Sicklebit Wood on the 27"
and by Tang Hall Beck, York on the 28",
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Three were singing at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 6™ May with four on 14™ July while fledged
juveniles were first noted there on 31% May. Singles were at Moreby, Naburn on 12" May and
22nd June, three by the York-Osbaldwick cycle track on 8th May and one near Bugthorpe on
the 31%. Five to six pairs were on Clifton Ings and they bred at Brayton Barff where 15 were
singing on 10™ May and young were being fed an 9" June.

Recorded later in the year al Osbaldwick on 4 July and Pond Tlead Pans, Qulston on the 27"
and Wheldrake Ings on 10™ Augnst where a bird was attempting to sing while the last was a

female at Poppleton on 23" October.

Wood Warbler Phyllascopus sibilatrix
Status: Scarce passage migrant which used to breed

One singing and displaying near
the pinewood at Brayton Barff
on 27" April was the only

record (DC).

Chiffchaff Phylloscopns collybita
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant with some birds overwintering

One sheltering in the Garganey Hide at North Duffield Carrs during heavy rain and wind on
25™ January had presumably overwintered. An early individual was at Clifion Ings on 6
March with another at Grimston Wood on the 12", The first at Skipwith Common was heard
on 13" Mareh with others at Wheldrake Ings on the 19" and Strensall on the 20™ while seven
were singing at Giants Hill Wood on the 22 and four were singing along the River Quse
between York and Naburn the following day (three at Fulford Ings) increasing to ten singing
birds by 7" April.

Other March records involved birds at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 17*%, Limefield Farm,
Dunnington on the 22" Hovingham on the 28" St Nicholas Fields, York on the 27% York
city centre on the 28" and 30™ and Strensall Common on the 31™. In the New Farswick area
the ﬁrsht amrived on 24" March, 12 days earlier than last year with five singing males there by
the 28",

By early April birds were present over most of the recording area with numerous reports
received and the species was noted as being common at Strensall Common and Yearsley Moor
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during the summer. Bred at Brayton Barff where nine were singing on 17" May and at
Sessions Nature Reserve, New Earswick with breeding suspected at four other sites nearby.
During September birds lingered at Aflerthorpe Gravel Pits on the ot and 22" {five),
Wheldrake Ings ot the 16" and Sand [lutton on the 24" while three were stil] singing in the
York-Naburn area on the 8". Two at Clifton Ings on the 6" increased to six by the 28" and
birds were still prosent at Wheldrake on the 24" and 75 with two in the Huntinglon aiea until
the end of the month,

Two were at Castle Howard Lake on 1* October while the last were at Hassacarr Nature
Resetve and Wheldrake on the 3%, St Nicholas Fields on the 4% York city centre on the 9%
and Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 13", What was presumably an overwintering bird was at
Rawcliffe Lake on 9" December.

Willow Warbler Phyloscopus trochilus
Status: Migrant breeder and passage migrant

Singing birds were at Hagg Wood, Dunnington on 29™ March with six there on 18 April and
at Hendwick Hal! Farm, Stamford Bridge on the 23" First noted singing at Skipwith Common
on 2™ April and Poppleton on the 7" with six at Strensall Common on the 18" and others at
Ampleforth and St Nicholas Fields, York on the 19", At Old Foss Woods birds were first
seen on 3% April, fowr days carlier than last year with four singing males present but no
confirmed breeding was reporied.

Two were singing along the River Quse between York and Nabum on 6™ Aprif increasing to
}5 singing birds by the 27" and then declining Lo ten singing birds by 4™ May with up to five
singing thercafter. Many were present at Clifton lngs throughout the summer. WNoted as
common on Yearsley Moor and bred at Brayton Barff where seven were singing on 2™ May
with two pairs present at Rawcliffe Lake. However it was a poor year at Dunsninglon where
birds were not as numerous as in the past.

Inn the late summer. two were recorded at Strensall Common on 3¢ August, two at Wheldrake
Ings on the 10" and singles at Hagg Wood on i September, Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the g"
and Appletree village, York on the 12". The last was at Brayton Barff on 15" September,

Golderest Regulus regulus
Slutus: Resident Lreeder and winter visitor

In January singles were seen in shrubbery at Clifton Maor shopping centre on the 12" and in a
mixed tit flock along Riccall eycle track on the 13® Two were in Strensall village on the 16"
and recorded as *eommon’ in woods near Pond Head Farm, Qulston the same day.

15 were in Grimston Wood on 13" March and two at Stockton Lane, York on the 28" while
up to Four were scen or heard along the River Quse between York and Naburn throughout the
year with the first noted singing on 23% March. Recorded at Strensall Common on 18% April
and in small numbers on 13" and 20" November.

Up to three were regularly seen in the New Earswick area all year although establishing the
extent and success of breeding there proved difficult. A juvenile was scen at Fulford Ings on
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29" July and a family party was in Wass Wood on the 31%. Others were seen in Cass Wood,
Huby on * September, Skipwith Common on the 24" where six were present and at Yearsley
Moor where ‘common’ on 28" August and 25" September. Also scen along the York-
Osbaldwick cycle frack on LE™ October and Hassacarr Nature Reserve where five were
counted on 5" November. Present at Clifton Ings all year.

Firvecrest Regulus ignicapilliy
Status: Rare visitor

One was discovered in New Earswick on 13" December and was seen by many local
birdwatchers up to the month’s end (PT et al.). Although sometimes elusive, when found it
generally gave good views down to a few feet at tintes. It favoured the area between Lock
Cottage and the link road roundabout, often frequenting the pines adjacent to the Joseph
Rowntree Trust Nature Reserve and oceasionally venturing over the Foss into Sessions Nature
Reserve. It also visited Lock Cottage garden where it was seen at least once from the kitchen
window.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa siriata
Status: Migrant breeder and passage visitor

A pair returned to a Huby garden in late May and used a nest box favoured in previous years,
raising two broods. Also bred at Brayton Barff where three were seen on 19th June.

The first was & very early bird at Poppleton on 8" Apri! (DA} before others appeared at
Bugthorpe on 31* May, Bishopthorpe Palace (three) on [* June and singles at Castle Howard,
Strensall Common and Wheldrake ngs on the 2 and Poppleton on the 9",

A passage bird kept trying to drink at a garden pond in Strensall on 3 June but gave up
because of harassment from a resident Blackbird Turdus merufa. One was in Langton
Churchyard near Malton on 29" June with & pair by Castle Howard Lake on 18" July and at
Wass Wood on the 31%.

Two were found in the woodland at Huntington schoo! in August but it was not known if they
had bred. Singles were at Sand Hutton on 6" August and Huby on the 30"™. At Strensall
Common, there were up to ten birds in a mixed fit flock on 4" September while there was also
a small autumn passage in the Clifton Ings area with six birds from 7" - 13" August and nine
on 10" September with one remaining until at feast 3" Qctober.

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos candatus
Status: Resident breeder

Along the River Quse, "good numbers” were present throughout the year on Clifton Ings with
at least 20 between York and Naburn where the first juveniles were noted on 1% June. Also an
occasional visitor to Raweliffe Lake and present all year in woods, hedgerows and gardens in
the New Earswick area where the highest counts were of 32 in July and 30 in December.
Frequently seen on Sirensall Common and parties occasionally visited gardens in Strensall
village and Osbaldwick during the year. Though present on many days throughout the year, 23
on 1* January was the highest count on Dunnington Common.
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During January parties of up to 16 were reported beside the River Rye between West Ness and
Nunnington, beside the River Foss, in Strensall and on the common, in a York garden, at
Bishopthorpe Crematortum, near the Garganey Hide at North Duffictd Carrs, along the Riccall
cycle track, in woods near Pond Head Farm, Qulston and at Forest Farm, Warthiil.

In Tebruary, <. 30 were in Askham Bog, a purty of abowt four birds was at Hog Hall, Castle
Howard and at least 20 were around New Earswick Nature Reserve. Seven were in Walbutts
Lane, Strensall with eight there on 20" March while there were four pairs and a group of four
around Strensall Common on 24" February.

In April, a pair was nest building in a hawthorn hedge at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on the
18" and a nest with two eges was observed on Lhe 24" while a nest with five eggs was noted
there on 12 May. Two birds were south of Naburn the same day and parties were in York
city centre on the 3%, Ten, including some juvenites being fed aphids. were in Poppleton on
12" May and 9" August while three family partics were in the Bugthorpe area on 21* June and
breeding was also recorded at Brayton Barff.

In October, two parties were along the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings and a party of 15 was
at Nouth Duffield Carrs on the 6th, A family party was by Castle Howard Lake on the 11th and
20 were near Wheldrake Ings on the 13", At lcast 20 were at East Cottingwith on 3rd
November and ten were at Forest Farm, Warthill on the 5%, Finally, four were at Lilling

Green on 18" December and eight at Strensall Common on the 28",

In July, family parties of eight to ten were at Sand Hutton, Upper Helmsley, along the
Pockfington Canal and along the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings.  Also common on
Yearsley Moor from July to the year end with a party of at least 30 there on 28" December
while at least eight were in a Bishopthorpe garden on 19" August, eight in a mixed tit flock at
Wheldrake and 14 at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 16" September.

Marsh Tit Pares palustris
Status: Resident breeder

Two or three were in woodland above Stonegrave on 1% January and two were by the Sustrans
cycle track, Heron Wood near Escrick on the 13% In February, at least three were in Askham
Bog on the 9" two fed in a garden by Low Water norll of Terrington on the 17" and also
present in Yearsley Wood on the 24", Two were in Warren Wood, Dunnington on 3" March

and ane was in Braisthwaite’s Wood near Barlon-le-Willows ot 12% Apil.

Later in the year, reported as conumon al Yearsley Moor on 28" August and 28" December
with at least five there on 25™ September. A pair and three juveniles were in Breck's Lane,
Strensall on 6™ October while at the north end of Castle Howard Lake there were twe on the
1™ and 12" October and 26™ November. Small numbers were in the woods beside the ponds
at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 31¥ December,
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Willow Tit  Parus montanus
Status: Resident breeder

Singles were reported from Skipwith Conumon and Yearsley Moor in February and four were
in Askham Bog on the 9™ Also seen regularly at Alierthorpe Gravel Pits with six there on
i 1™ February while an escellent count of eight was recorded al Grimsion Woad on 12
March.

In June, singles were in Askham Bog on the 9" and at Sturges Ponds and the Selby Canal on
the 20", Two juveniles were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 14" July and one was at Blue Coat
Farm, Foston on 21% August. Singles were at Forest Farm, Warthill and near the route of the
Selby bypass at Brayton Barff on 5™ November.

Coal Tit  Parus caernleus
Status: Resident breeder

Small numbers were present on Clifton Ings all year and resident along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn where up to three were seen or heard. Also resident at the New
Earswick and Sessions nature reserves and seen regularly in gardens in Hawthom Spinney in
Huntington and Yearsley Grove in New Earswick. Seen daily around Huby all year and
widespread throughout the northern part of the recording area with one or two visiting
Strensall and Osbaldwick gardens regularly during the year. Other reporis from January to
March came from Askham Bog, Pond lead Farm (QOulston), Skipwith Common, Strensall
Common and Terrington while a flock of 14 was in Grimston Woods on 14" March and two
at Braisthwaite’s Wood near Barton-le-Willows on 12" April.

An adult with young was in a Yearsley Grove garden in New Earswick on 23" May and young
were in gardens in and around Dunnington during the breeding season. Breeding was also
recarded at Brayton Barff while two birds were south of Naburn on 22" June and young were
noted in a Strensal! zarden on 5% July.

At the end of the year, the species was noted as common in woods near Pond Head Farm,
Oulston on 23 October, at Strensali Common on 13" and 20" November and at Yearsley
Moor from July to December. One was at Raweliffe Lake on 11" November and two were at
Strensall Common YWT reserve on 28" December.

Blue Tit Parus caerulens
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Seen throughout the vear along the River Ouse belween York and Naburn and at Clifton Ings.
Also noted at Huby, Strensall village (12 in Breck’s Lane on 16% February), Strensall
Common (15+ on 24% February), New Earswick, Osbaldwick, Askham Bog and Rawcliffe
Lake where four to five pairs were present all year. Other February reports consisted of two at
East Lilling and at least eight at the north end of Castle Howard Lake on the 10" and present
in all suitable habitats around the Terrington area on the 17" The highest count in the
Dunnington area was of 20 at Grimston Waod on 12" March and £7 were in the area of Forest
Farm, Warthill the same day.

Common and thriving in the New Earswick area with nearly 100 young in 17 nest boxes in the
two nature reserves (New Earswick and Sessions) in addition to over 100 full-grown birds
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ringed. Breeding activity was also reported from Heworth, Huby and Strensall while at
Brayton Barff 11 nest boxes werc occupied on 27" April. Food catrying was observed on 27"
May and a pair nested in a hofe in a house wall in Osbaldwick while up 1o seven were counted
on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June.

‘the first fledged juveniles along the River Quse between York and Nuburn weve tepoted on
1** June and juveniles were seen in Heworth on 4™ July. Reported as common at Yearsley
Moor on all visits from July to December. From October 1o December reports of at [cast ten
were received from the north end of Castle Howard Lake with up to five at Wheldrake Ings,
six in Askham Richard and 12 at Strensall Common YWT reserve,

Great Tit  Parns major
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Regularly seen throughout the year at Clifton Ings, Huby, New Earswick and Raweliffe Lake
where two or three pairs were resident. Also resident along the River Ouse between York and
Nabuen while it was a good year in the Dunnington area with 12 at the common on 1* January
and two in Moorlands YWT Reserve, Wigginton the same day. Seen regularly in {he Strensall
area alb year with at least ten around the common on 24" February and ten in Breck’s Lane on
20™ March.

One was in a York parden on 4" January with two there on 20™ December, Eight were
singing at Brayton Bacff on 8" January and two were at East Lilling on 10" February with two
at the north end of Castle Howard Lake,

A pair was at North Ings Farm, Terrington on a" April while at Brayton Barff five nest boxes
were occupied on the 27", The first fledged juveniles were noted along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn on 31* May and a pair nested in a Huby garden nesl bux wilh
young seen in an Osbaldwick garden again on 31 May. Up to seven were counted on a BBS
square south of Naburn in May and June and reported as commnon at Yearley Moor on all
visits from July to December.

At least six were with other tits and finches at the north end of Castle Howard Lake on 1 ™
October and singles were singing at Rowntree Park, York on 30" November and I®
December.

Nuthatch Sitta europaca
Status: Resident breeder

One was at Brierham Lane (Moorside plantation} west of Pond Head Farm, Quiston on 16™
January while in February singles were at the north end of Castle Howard Lake on the 10" and
near Low Water, notth of Terrington on the 17%,

Two pairs were at Brayton Barff in March and one pair bred there in roadside woods with
single birds seen at Castle Howard on 9 b June, 11%" Iy October and 3" November. Singles
were ajso at Horse Caoppice, west of Hovingham on 2™ September and at Ampleforth on 15%
November and 3" December.



Treeereeper Certhia familiaris
Status: Resident breeder

Present on Clifton Ings all year and up to five were seen or heard along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn throughout the year with ones and twos seen in most months in the
New Earswick arca in both nature reserves (New Earswick and Sessions) and afong the River
Foss.

Between January and March, ones and twos were reported from various locations including
the River Rye between West Ness and Nunnington, woods above Stonegrave, woods south of
the Pond Head reservoir (Oulston), on the Sustrans cycle track, Heron Wood near Escrick, at
Sand Hutton, in Askitam Bog, at the southeast corner of Castle Howard Lake, in the Warren
and Grimston Wood (both Dunnington) and on Skipwith Common where nest building was

observed on 13" March. Strensall Common held up to six birds during this period.

Breeding was also recorded at Brayton Barff with one bird near Bugthorpe on 31* May and an
adult carvying foed at Wistow the same day. Ones and iwos were reported from Allertorpe
Gravel Pits, Blue Coat Farm (Foston), Buttercrambe, Frog Hall, Horse Coppice west of
Hovingham, Moor Wood, Rowntree Park (York) and Strensall Common between May and
October.

Great Grey Shrike Leniius exeubitor
Status: Rare visitor

The sole report was of one at Strensall Common on 10" November which was not seen
subsequently.

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

In January and February, reports included singles at Massacarr Nature Reserve, Upper
Poppleson, by the cyele wack at Escrick and at Bank {sland. A pair was in hawthorns at the
edge of Skipwith Common and seen regularky on Strensall Common with a pair there on g™
May. At least two remained at Clifton Ings from autumn 2001 until 30™ March or later while
one was at Terrington on 6th March.

One or two were repotted from March to October at Buttercrambe, Dunnington, Sand Hutton,
Skipwith Common, Stamford Bridge and Upper Helmsley. In April one flew over the York
bypass near Askham Bog on the 2" and another was at Allerthorpe on the | 1™, A single was
also noted at Laytham/Aughton on 7" May and a pair was at Cass Waod, Huby on the 10",
Breeding was recorded at Brayton Barff and a family party of five was in Buttercrambe Moor
Waood on 20t h July.

Up to four were at various locations between August and December. These included Bishop
Wood, Coulton, Dunnington Common and Pond Head Farm (Qulston) with regular sightings
on Strensall Common and Yearsley Moor.



Magpie Pica pica

Status: Resident breeder

Seen daily throughout the year around Huby with *goed numbers” at Clifton Ings and three to
four at Raweliffe Lake. Resident and conuvuon along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn and a common and widespread bird in the New Earswick area all year with large
nuenbers usiug the two nawre reserves (Mew Carswick and Scssiona) to roost, egpecinily in the
winter, with counts of 86 in February and 93 in November. 12 at Dunnington Common on 1
January was the highest for that area,

In February, ones and twos were noted at Askham Bog, Heworth, Monk Stray and near
Strensall Common. One was nest building in Heworth on the 13" and nine were in willows
along the River Ouse at Riccall on the 15" In March, two were in Breck’s Lane, Strensall and
a pair was nest building at Sutton upon Derwent on the 251, Breeding was recorded at Brayton
Barff and seven young were in a nest at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on 12" May.

A pair was repairing a nest on the Osbaldwick cycle track on 25" December,

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Status: Resident breeder

Seen at various locations throughout the year including Clifton Ings, Easingwold, Huby,
Nunnington and Sutton-on-the-Forest. Up to ten were heard or seen along the River Quse
between York and Nabum ali year and also noted around the Castle Howard estate with at
feast 20 in the car park and 30-40 east of the Great Lake on 10" February. Common in the
New Earswick area with large numbers in agricultural areas and small numbers in gardens and
on rooftops. The highest counts were of 60 in February and 93 in November. 15-30 were
regularly seen at Waibutts Sewage Works, Strensall while in the Dunnington area, 73 on 28" h
January was the highest winter count on the common.

In March, 30 were in fields at Riccall on the 1™ and one was nest building at Efvington on the
25" while in April, three pairs bred in holes in oaks near Hagg Farm, Dunnington, 27 flew
over North Ings Farm. Terrington on the 6™ and two were in a York garden on the 23"

500 were gathering to roost with Rooks Corvaw frugilegus at Black Plantation on 8" August
and a flock of at least 80 was near Castle Howard Lake on 11" October with 100 at Forest
Farm, Warthill on the 25",

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Stalus: Resident breeder

30+ were at Clifton Ings and three large flocks along the A1079 between Dunnington and
Barmby Moor ail year. Up to ten were scen aleng the River Quse between York and Naburn
throughout the year and also noted feeding on York city centre streets early in the morning.
Seen daily arcund Huby all year and widespread throughout the northern part of the recording
area. *Good numbers’ were in the New Earswick area all year although no breeding activity
was recorded with the largest count being 94 near Kettlestring Farm in September.

In January, 500+ roosted at Frog Hall on the 12" and 300 flew over Sim Balk Lane,
Bishoptorpe on the 24", A flock of 50 was at Walbuits Sewage Works, Strensall on 16"
February while on 1% March, 215 were with 30 Jackdaws Cerviey monedule in fields at Riccall
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and 20 nests were occupied at Biue Coat Farm, Foston. At least 18 nests were at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits and Beeclhiwood House on the 4™ when 30 nests were noted at Full Sutton. 87
nests were found at Dunnington Common and 17 were along the Hull road on the 19", The
rookery at The Old Rectory, Strensall held abaut 11 nesting pairs during the breeding season.

Lip to five birds were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June while 280
were feeding in a newly cut meadow at Wheldrake Ings on 20" July with 445 there the
following day. About 2000 were gathering to roost with Jackdaws at Black Plantation on g
August and 375 were similarly gathering in the Warven, Dunniagton on 1* September. 1000+
were gathering to roost with smaller numbers of Jackdaws and Carrion Crows Corvas corone
at Forest Farm, Warthifi on 23" and 24™ October.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Status: Resident breeder

Seen regularly throughout the year at Castle Howard, Clifton Ings, Dunnington, Huby and
New Earswick with up to six present at Rawcliffe Lake. Resident along the River Ouse
between York and Nabum with about ten there on 28" June and also recorded in Askham
Bog. Up to six were on Strensati Common in January and February with three on Monk Stray,
Heworth on 24" January. A pair was nest building at Tang Hall, York on 7th March and 14
were at Walbutts Sewage Works, Strensall on the 20, ’

Nine were around North Ings Farm, Terrington on 6™ April and a pair nested near the BT
depot in Swensall with breeding also recorded at Brayton Barff. Up to eight were counted on a
BBS square south of Naburn in May and June and a family party of four was at Heworth, York
on 13" July. The highest count in the Dunnington area was of 30 on the common on 27"
August.

Starling Sturnus vilgoriy
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor

Resident afong the River Ouse between York and Naburn with a maximum of c. 30 in July.
Alsa present all year at Huby and Raweliffe Lake with birds seen regularly on Clifton Ings
where there was a flock of 300+ on 17" January. Abundant in the New Earswick area where
generally more numerous than in 2001 and also recorded from Askham Bog. 75 were at
Poppleton on 13" January.

c.100 were with Fieldfares Turdus pilcris in the Foreside Hill area north of Scackieton on 17"
February with 200 feeding in flooded fields near Monks Cross, York on the 20™. 100 were at
Rossmoor Grange on 6" March while in Apri, two were collecting nest material at Hull Road,
York and one was feeding young under a roof at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge.
Juveniles were feeding on Osbaldwick sports field on the 22" and smal! numbers were around
North Ings Farm, Terrington on the 6" with c. 30 near a York garden on 18" April,

19 were at the Strensall Common firing range on 8" May and birds were also regular visitors
ta Strensall gardens where a pair nested in house eves and up to eight fledgelings were present
in May. Also in May, three juveniles were being fed by their parents at Heworth, York on the
1™, three young fledged from a nest on East Mount Road, York on the 14" and 40 fed in
stubble at Charity Farm, Skipwith on the 31%. Breeding was also recorded at Brayton Barff.
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In July, 40-50 fed in a Heworth garden, 30 fed in pea fields at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest
and ¢, 60 were feeding around Scarcroft Primary School, York on the 18™ c. 1500 fed in a pig
field at High Carr on the former East Moor airfieid, near Stockton-on-the-Forest on 4
September and on through the month with a leucistic individual seen with the flock on the 5m
and 20", Other September reports were of 200 at Huntington on the 3% and 75 teeding on

elderberries al Hassacarr Natute Reserve on the 17

During October, up to 200 fed in winter barley at Forest Farm, Warthill, 50 were at South
Bank, York, 50 fed in a pasture field near Sand Hutton, 110 were in a barley field at East
Lilling and c. 100 were in fields behind the car park at Castle Howard Lake. In the Strensall
area, 30 were at Walbutts Sewage Works and ¢. 300 flew over Breck’s Lane on the 27%h .
Evening displays occurred in York city centre during Oclober and Novetnber and a flock of c.
130 was at East Cottingwith on 3" November while in December, ¢, 120 flew over Askham
Richard on the 7", 300-400 were over farmland north of Strensall on the 22™ and 300 were at
Dunnington Common on the 27",

Rose-coloured Starling  Sturns roseus
Status: Vagrant

An adult was with Common Starlings Sturnus vulgaris at Stillington on 14" June {per JP).

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus
Status: Resident breeder

Resident along the River Quse between York and Naburn with about ten counted on 27"
January. Up to 40 were present all year at Rawclille Lake ane Lirds were seen daily around
Huby and widespread throughout the narthern part of the recording area, but numbers were
down slightly compared (o previous years. Up to six regularly visited a York garden and
*good numbers’ were noted around Dunnington with 100+ opposite the Costeutter offices on
1 January., Very common and widespread in the New Earswick area, especially near human
habitation, with maximum counts of 54 in March and 40 in September and December.

January and February reports consisted of up lo six in Breck’s Lane, 12 near High Roans Farm
and up to 16 in gardens - all in the Strensall area with 30 at Forest Farm, Warthill and at least
50 in hedges near Moor House Farm. north of Terrington.

One was present in a Bishopthorpe garden on 25" March where three adults were seen with
two young on 20" May. *Good numbers’ were at North Ings Farm, Terrington on " April
with fledgelings noted in Fulford on 5™ May and in a Strensall garden on the 8™ Upte20
wete around a garden in Knapton Close, Strensall where they flourished nesting in house eves.
The first fledged juveniles were seen at Fulford Ings on 2 June and ‘good numbers’ were
noted in Riceall and Osbaldwick with the first young seen on 3" July. Ten were at High
Roans Farm near Strensall the same day.

In August, 80 were at Flaxton on the 13" and 100 were at Thornton on the 15", From

September to December up to £ were scen regularly in mature hawthori/blackthorn hedges in
Breck's Lane, Streasall and 30+ were in hedges at Storwood on 3% November.
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Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus
Status: Resideat breeder and passage visitor

Small numbers wintered at Clifion Ings with one or two pairs staying on to breed. In the
Dunnington area, more colonies were found than previously and up to 30 fed in a garden on
seed and peanuts throughout the year while breedmg was reported from Hassacarr Nature
Reserve for the first time. In the New Earswick area, the wintering population at Chestnut
Grove held similar numbers to previous years with 13 in January decreasing to nine in April.
All had departed by the end of April and no nesting attempis were recorded,

Still widespread in the northern part of the recording area and commonly seen in small flocks
during the auumn and winter months. Seen occasionally around Huby during spring and
simmer with numbers increasing during the autumn with up to ten coming to garden feeders
during November and December while 20+ were recorded on 6™ December.

In January, three were in a Bishopthorpe garden on the 1%, ten north of Bubwith Bridge on the
4™ and at least 12 in a hedge near the English Nature car park at North Duffield Carrs on the
13% 15 were at Riceall allotments on the 17" with 12 along Landing Lane, Riccall on 15%
February and five there on 12% March.

In the Terrington area there were six at New Road, two near Low Water and two near Moor
House Farm on 17" February. One was at Whitethorn Farm, Stockton-on-the-Forest on jott
March and two at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24 20 were at Limefield Farm, Dunnington
on 19" March with four there on 24" April while six were at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford

Bridge on the 23,

In May, six were at Charity Farm, Skipwith on the 21* and 15, including aduits and fledged
young, were there on the 27 A nest with young was at Wistow on the 29" and up to four
were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June while one was near
Bugthorpe on 31 May with a family party of six nearby on 21¥ June. Also in June. about five
were on farmland near Bishopthorpe on the 4" and 9%, several pairs feeding young at Riccall
on the 6" and reported at Marston Moor Station on the o A small flock of five was at
Brayton Bridge along the Selby Canal on the 20™ and ten were feeding amongst pigs near
Langton, Malton on the 29%. Between six and eight were at Upper Poppleton during the same
month with two to four there from September to December. Rawcliffe Meadows held a small
breeding population and also present during the breeding season at Burythorpe, Eddlethorpe,
Flaxton, Langton Wold, Menethorpe and Old Malton.

In August, 20 were part of a mixed flock with Linnets Carduelis cannabing at Londesborough
Lodge Farm with 80 at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge, 40 at Limefield Farm,
Dunnington and 20 at Blue Coat Farm, Foston. In October, up to eight were at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits, four at Forest Farm, Warthill and ten at Limefield Farm, Dunnington while up to
15 returned to the New Earswick area and remained until the year end. November and
December reports included up to 20 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, . 50 at Ganthorpe near Castle
Howard, 115 near Aughton, 30 at Riccall Grange Farm and at least six near Park House Farm,
Strensall.
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Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

Up to five were scen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the
year with ‘good numbers’ on Clifton Ings. Also seen daily around Huby and regularly in a
Strensall garden with the species noled as being common in the New Earswick area, especially
during the winter with the highest count being 15 in December. Present in flocks mixed with
Greenfinch Carduelis chioris of 70 wm January and 20 in February in the Popplcton arca. At
feast 20 were in a field by Breck’s Lane, Strensall and 50 in a field at Woodlands Farm east of
Strensall Common on 6™ January.

February reports included five in Askham Bog, four at East Lilling, six at Busk Lane
(Flaxton), six around Strensall Common and a flock of 20 in 2 field beside nearby Great
Wood. In the Terrington arca, 12 were at New Road, 30-40 near Moor House Farm and ¢. 40
at Dalby Bush Farm on the 17th with two birds singing along the Osbaldwick cycle track on
the 28th. In March, ten were in a mixed species flock in a stubble field at Breck’s Lane,
Strensall on the 3% and 20 were with Greenfinches Carduelis chioris in a meadow near the
Breck’s estate on the 207, 20 were near East Cottingwith on the 4™ and reported as a common
breeding bird in the Dunnington area with 36 at Grimston Wood on 12" March being the
iighest count.

April reports included birds at North Ings Farm, Terrington and a female nest building near
Hagg Wood, Dunningten on the 25, 15 were singing around Brayton Barff woods on o
May and breeding was recorded in the area while a nest with five young was at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on the 6", Two were in Walbutts Lane, Strensafl on the (8" and up to 24 were
counted on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June.

25 were at Blue Coat Farm, Foston on 21% August and reported as being common at Strensall
Common on 4" September and numerous in a mixed flock of at least 100 finches with
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis and Linnet Carduelis cannabina at the north end of Castle
Howard Lake on 11™ h October. -

Brambling Fringilla montifiingilla
Status: Winter visitor and passage migrant

A single bird with Chaffinches Fringilla coelebs in the New Earswick area on 24" March was
the only record for the first part of the year..

In October, singles flew southeast
over Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
the 13" and 20" and over Sand
Hutton on the 14™. QOne was in
Rowntree Park, York on the 19"
with another at Hassacarr Nature
Reserve on the 21%, two at
Skipwith Common on the 24%,
three at Forest Farm, Warthill on
the 25™ and one at York
University on the 26™ while
several were feeding with
Chaffinclies near Castie Howard
Lake on the 27™.




In November, two were at Castle Howard on the 12", 12 on the 13", two on the 26" and ¢. 20
on the 17" when one was also at nearby Ganthorpe while two were again at Castle Howard on
12" December.

Greenfinch  Cardueliy chioris
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

‘Good numbers’ were on Clifton Ings with up to ten at Rawcliffe Lake all year, Also seen
daily around Huby and resident along the River Ouse between York and Naburn with up to 20
noted. 20-30 were seen daily in Upper Poppleton with birds in a flock mixed with Chaffinches
Fringilla coelebs of 70 in January and 20 in February. Common and widespread in the New
Earswick area until midsummer when numbers began to decline dramatically. Early autumn
saw very few returning to local gardens and numbers never picked up apart from a small flock
around the Triangular Meadow at New Earswick Nature Reserve with the maximum count
being 20 in January. In the Strensall area, up to 18 visited gardens all year and two to three
were along Breck's Lane on 6th January,

February reports included 171 on wires near broiler huts at Riccali on the 2 370 on wires at
Barlby Sewage Works on the 3" and ten at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 11" with 20 there
on the 24™. ¢.12 were in a field by New Lane, Tereington on the 17" and five were around
Strensalt Common on the 24", In March, 21 were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits and a male was
displaying at Sutten-on-Derwent on the 17 while 20 were in stubble near Breck’s Lane,
Strensall on the 3™ and 25 were in a meadow by Breck's estate on the 20, Six were at
Stockton Lane, York on the 28"

Small numbers were in the woodland and set-aside at North Ings Farm, Terrington on 6" April
with two counted on a BBS squate south of Naburn on 12t May when a pair fed Nedged
young in Heworth where four birds fed on black sunflower seeds on 12t July and five were
present on 8™ August. Breeding was also recorded at Brayton Barff and large numbers were in
Osbaldwick all year with young seen on 19" August whife an adult fed three well-grown
young in a nest at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 9'" September.

At least 12 were in trees beside Castle Howard Lake on 11" October and present at Hassacarr
Nature Reserve all year with 23 there on 2™ November and 40 on Dunnington Common on
the 22™. Ten were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 24" November and 40 were at Riccall
Grange Farm on | 1™ December,

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

Good numbers were presens on Clifton Ings all year with a flock of 300+ on 7* August while
up to 15 were at Rawcliffe Lake all year and seen most days around Huby. Resident along the
River Quse between York and Naburn with up to 20 nioted and a fairly common resident in the
WNew Earswick area, seen at garden feeders in winter and moving out to the fields and
hedgerows in summer, Maximum counts were 19 in February and 20 in September, Present at
Hassacarr NR all year with the highest count of 27 on 16® January and seen most months in
the Poppleton area with a maximum of 13 on 30™ April,
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From January to March, small numbers were reported from Strensall gardens, farms and the
common, East Parade, Heworth and Stockion Lane (both York) and Askham Bog. 20 were on
stubble south of Skipwith Comumon on 6™ January and 30 were on bushes in the reeds and c.
50 in the lane leading to Wheldrake Ings on the 27", 34 were on a willow bush in the reeds at
Wheldrake Ings on 6" February and a flock of 40 flew avound gardens in Strensall on the ™
while 40 were at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on 4" March and six were at Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits on the 17" where a nest with four epgs was found on 6" May. A flock of 25 was on the
YWT reserve at Strensall Common on 20" March.

In April, a flock of 28 was at Cliffe on the 2™, five in a mixed flock on set-aside at North Ings
Farm, Tesrington on the 6", a pair at Strensall Common on the 18" and six near Bugthorpe on
the 25" with three there on 31% May. Also in May, three were in the Poppleton area on the 3™.
A pair was collecting nest material and believed to be nesting in a Strensali garden during May
and June and breeding was also recorded at Brayton Barff.

Lip to six were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June while a female was
sitting on a nest at Sand Hutton on 17" July and a party was in an Osbaldwick garden in mid-
July {one being found dead there on 17" September thought to be a eat kill).

In September, five were at Monk’s Cross {York), a post-breeding flock of 40 by the River
Quse, 25 at Hagg Bridge and 250 at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest. At least 20 were in
a mixed finch flock of at least 100 birds at the north end of Castle Howard Lake on 11"
October while 17 were on thistles by the River Ouse at Riccall on 25" December and eight
were at Lilling Green on the 28%.

Siskin  Cordirelis spimus
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

In the New Earswick area, good numbers remained from the end of last year, with flocks
around both nature reserves (New Earswick and Sessions) and in woodland along the River
Foss. 35 were counted in January, 12 in February and 18 in March after which all had
departed. The first autumn arrivals were noted on 6" November and numbers rose to 27 by
the year end.

A Tlock of 50+ was beside the River Rye belween West Ness and Nunnington on [* January
and c. 100 were at King's Moor Plantation on the 15", In the Strensall area, one fed on
peanuts in a garden on 31% January and early February with two there on L™ February. Two
were in Brecks Lane on the 16™ while five were on the common on the 24" and a male was
feeding in a village garden on the 27 Also in February, at least five were feeding in Askham
Bog on the 9™, one in Upper Poppleton on the (3™, a pair with Coal Tits Parny ater at
Skipwith Common on the [8™ and seen regulatly at Rawcliffe Lake during the winter with a
peak of 32 on 24" February. Fouwr were in a Bishopthorpe garden on and off from 26"
February until the end of March. Also in March, 17 were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the
17" where numbers had fallen to six by the 24" and a male was in the Poppleton area on the
17", A male also visited a Strensall garden on 2™ April.
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Linnet Carduelis cannabine
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

Three returned to Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 9™ September with eight there by the 22" while
five were at Sand Hutton on the 24" and four were in birches beside Castle Howard Lake on
11 October  Hassacarr NR held a good wintering population feeding in the alders with 47
there on 2" November. Also in November, a flock of eight was by the River Derwent on the
20™ and a flock of 20 was at Clifion Ings on the 26™. In December, about 15 were feeding in
trees in Micklegate, York on the 3™ and 5™, 20 at Rowntree Park, York on the 7 and flocks of
at least 50 were at Yearsley Moor on the 28" and in woods beside the top pond at Pond Head
Farm, Oulston on the 31™.

20-30 were at Rawceliffe Cornfield NR throughout January with 31 thére on 17" Eebruary.

First heard singing in Osbaldwick on 6™ February, by Metcalfe Lane, where they apparently
bred and 12 were near Haxby on the 24", In the New Earswick area, two were present in
March but nemibers rose to 50 in April with birds feeding in set-aside near Huntington Chureh,
Small numbers remained until July when all departed after the field was ploughed and sown,
Two were at Riceall and three were on the Elmpark Estate, York on 28" March,

April reports were of three on Strensall Common on tite 1, an excellent flock of 125 on set-
aside at North Ings Farm, Terrington on the 6", three near Towthorpe on the 8™ five at
Towthorpe Grange on the 14" and 30 on set-aside at Limefield Farm, Dunaington during the
month. Single figures were normally seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn throughout the year, but over 30 were counted on 13" April. Two pairs and two
singles were in the Bugthorpe area on 235%™ April with a party of eight there on 31st May and
seven in the area on 21* June.

In May, ten were at Strensall Common on the 1¥ and three singles and several pairs were there
on the 8", Twao were in the Poppleton area and a pair was in Huby and another bird at Sutten-
on-the-Forest cemetery on the 6% where a male was singing on 11% June. Seven were counted
on a BBS square south of Naburn on 22" fune.

During the summer there one territory was held at a farm near Langton, Malton and two at
Towthorpe Grange with small numbers present at both Clifton Ings and Raweliffe Lake, 14
were near Barlby sewage works on 4t July, 60 in set-aside at East Moot near Sutton-on-the-
Forest on the 8", a male near Stillington Road, Huby on the 21¥ and a pair at Strensall
Common on the 24",

In August, 20 were at Londesborough Lodge Farm as part of & mixed flock with 'Tree
Sparrows Passer montanus on the 8" and a single male was west of Nunnington on the 31%.
In September, 50 were at Hags Wood, Dunnington on the 1%, 30 at Sutton and 100 at The
Sykes southwest of Stittenham on the 3" with 30 at East Moor on the 20", 11 were at
Dunnington Commeon on the 16" and five at Hassacarr NR during October and November. In
October, up to 200 were at Forest Farm, Warthill and 30 were in a stubble field near
Wilberfoss on the 27", A party of six was at North Duffield Carrs on the 6" and a flock of at
least 100 finches at the north end of Castle Howard Lake hefd a large number of birds of this
species with two other groups of about 20 east of the fake on the 11", 60 were at Forest
Farm on 4™ November and c. 40 were at Ganthorpe near Castle Howard on the 17™ 40 were
at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 8" December.
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Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visilor

In January, four were at Rawcliffe Lake on the 9" one at Skipwith Common with Golderesls
Regulus regulus on the 26" and five feeding on rooftep moss in Woodland Place, New
Earswick on the 27%.  February reports included a flock of 17 near Greyslone Farm,
Towthorpe Common on the 53", ¢.30 feeding in Askham Bog on the o and three in New
Earswick NR on the 19", A small flock was at Hassacarr NR during February and March with
12 being the highest count on 3% March. Also in March, about ten were at Forest Farm,
Warthill on the 12", one with Goldfinches Carduelis carduelis at Skipwith Common on the
13" and eight in the car park lane at Wheldrake Ings on lthe 23", The only records along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn were of two on 7® April and one at Fulford Ings on 4t
July.

In October, eight were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 13" and six were at Skipwith
Commeon on the 24", November reports included a flock of 20 at Bishop Wood, Cawood on
the 4%, one at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24" and small numbers at Raweliffe Lake from
early November peaking at 26 on the 29",

Mealy Redpoll Cuarduelis flammea
Status: Scarce winter visitor

Six were at Rawcliffe Lake on 23™ January and also on 4™ December (NS). One or two were
feeding with Lesser Redpolls Carduelis cabares in Askham Bog on 9™ February (AB).

Crosshill Loxia curvirosira
Status: Casua! breeder and passage visitor

14 were at Yearsley Moor on 24™ February, descending from trees to eat snow.
Reported to be in Wheldrake Wood sometime during May.

Flocks of ten and 14 were feeding in larches at separate locations on Yearsley Moor on 28"
December and a flock of ¢, 30 was in woods beside the top pond at Pond Head Farm, Qulston
on the 31%.

Bullfinelr  Pyrrhuda pyreinda
Status: Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor

Up to six were noted along the River Ouse between York and Naburn threughout the year with
eight or nine regularly seen at Clifton Ings. Present all year in the New Earswick area with at
least six pairs occupying territory during the spring. 1In January, eight were at The Warren,
Dunanington on the 1* a female in Huby on the 9*one near Rufforth on the 10™ and a pair in
a Bishopthorpe garden on the 13%, [n the Strensall area, two females were in Brecks Lane on
2™ January and three pairs were there on Lhe 12" with a male in a village garden on the 6",



This species was a reguiar winter visitor to an Osbaldwick garden with three pairs there on
26™ January, though seen less often in spring and summer. Two pairs were at East Lilling on
10" February and a pair was at Strensall Common on the 16", A flack of eight, including six
males, was at Skipwith Common on | 1® February and seven were there on 2" March. Two
were near Dunnington on 13™ March and a pair at Clifton Bridge, York on 24™ April. A pair
was also at Towthorpe Grange on 14™ April with a male seen there on 207 June.

At Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, two were observed in February, March and May with two
juveniles there on 14" July and four birds on 13" Oectober. A pair briefly visited a Strensall
zarden on 31% May, another on 10th June and two on 4" September.

A female was seen carrying nesting material along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
on 7" April and fledged juveniles were first noted there on 18" June. Two males were with a
female at Allerthorpe Commor on £4"™ June and a pair was at Hassacarr NR from May to July.
Two pairs bred at Rawcliffe Meadows where birds were feeding on stinging nettle seed in
December, Breeding was also recorded at Brayton Batff and probably occurred at Metcalfe
Lane, Osbaldwick. A pair was beside Castle Howard Lake on (g July.

Pairs were in Cass Wood, Huby on 1¥ September and at Yearsley Moor on the 25" In
October, two birds were by the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings on the 6", a pair on the
eastern edge of Easingwold Golf Course on the 8" two at separate locations on Yearsley
Moor on the 16%, a pait on the riverbank at Wheldrake on the 18" and one in the Poppleton
area on the 19", November reports included four at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 24™ and
two males on Strensall Common and one at Storwood on the 26", In December, a female was
at Coulton on the 3" and single males at Askham Richard on the 7" and Lilling Green on the
18", Three males were at Melbourne and at Scackleton on the 20™, a pair at Wheldrake Ings
on the 30" and a pair in woods beside the top pond at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on the 31%.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Status: Resident breeder and winter passage visitor

Up to six were noted along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year.
Also seen regufarly around Huby all year with flocks of up to 30 common in the winter
months along Robin Lane, Gracious Street and between Skates Lane and Sutton-on-the-Forest
cetmetery. Still widespread throughout the northern part of the recording area and a winter
visitor in small numbers to Clifton ings with at least 20 at Rawecliffe Meadows during January.

In the Strensall aren, four were between Haxby and Strensall on 1* January with ¢.100 in
stubble by Brecks Lane together with Skytarks Alanda arvensis on the 2" and c.35 there on
3" March. ¢.40 were in a meadow near the Brecks estate during February and wp until 2"
March while two came into a nearby garden to feed on 10™ February. A flock of 15 was
around the route of the Selby bypass at Brayton Barff on 10" February and two were singing
there from 19™ March to 17" June with 20 in a hedge alongside the River Ouse at Riccall on
15™ February.

In the Poppleton area, pairs were observed in January, April and May and one was near Forest
Farm, Warthill on 12™ March while in the Dunnington area, 30 roosted in a holly bush at
Limefield Farm on the 12" and 90 were on ser-aside by Hagg Wood on the 13" with 30 still
there on 27" April. The highest count in that area was of 37 near the village on 1ot April,
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Also in April, a pair was at Strensall Commion on the 1% with two individuals there on the 18™
and 15 around the common on 1% May. Up to 50 were on set-aside at North Ings Farm,
Terrington on 6" April, a pair near Towthorpe on the $" and three at Forest Farm on the 24",
Eight were in the Bugthorpe area on the 25" with nine there on 31% May. A single was in
UplPer Poppleton on 17" May and a nest with two young was at Charity Farm. Skipwith on the
28",

Up to 16 were counted on a BBS square south of Naburn in May and June. Also in June, six
were near Riccal] on the 15™ and 14 were singing along the Selby Canal between Selby and
Burn with three singing on Barlow Grange farmland on the 20%. There were seven occupied
territories on a farm near Langton, Malton and five at Towthorpe Grange during the summer.
Young fed in a Dunnington garden during June and July.

A summer visitor in the New Earswick area with singing birds near Kettlestring Farm, along
the York-Scarborough railway line, along the southern end of Boothaw Stray and once at
Haxby Road Farm. Breeding was confirmed near Huntington Church and the maximum cousnt
in the area was seven in September. One was carrying food at Blue Coat Farm, Foston on p5t
and 21% August,

Singles were at Brecks Lane, Strensal! on 12 September and 26" November and three were
near Appleton Roebuck on the latter date. Also in November, up to 22 were at Forest Farm,
Wartlill and 25 at Hassacarr NR on the 2™ with four on farmland north of Strensall on 22™
December. 15 were in a meadow at Lilling Green on 28" December.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Status: Resident breeder and passage visitor

A winter visitor to Clifton Ings with a few paurs staying on to breed and seen vecasionally al
Rawecliffe Lake during the winter months. Two were at Hagg Lane, Dunaington on 1% January
and one was there on 1% April. A male was al the east end of Strensall Common, near The
Sike, on 6" Jannary and one was at Wheldrake Ings on the 27" with 11 at Raweliffe Meadows
on 1% February. In March, a female was at Bootham Stray on the 12" and six were at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 17" where there were three singing on 12" May and 14" July.
A pair was at Strensall Common on 1* April with two males there on the 18% six birds on |
May and eight on the §™. Six males were feeding on set-aside at North Ings Farm. Terrington
on 6" April and in the Poppleton area pairs were observed on the 7% and 30", Four males
were noted in the Ricecall area where two nests were found on 4% June.

One territory was occupicd on a farm at Langton, Malton during the summer, a female present
at Boatham Stray on 9" June and a male at Stillinglon Road, Huby on the 1™, The Selby
Canal from Selby to Buen lield eight singing males with eight also at Ross Carrs on 20" June.
Up to six were normally seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Naburn, but
eight singing males were counted on 13" July with the first juveniles noted on 28" June. Two
birds were on Bootham Stray on 3" July and at least five at Wheldrake Ings on the 17™ while
four were near Wiltks Plantation near Strensall Commion on 5" August,

A female was near Kettlestring Farm, New Earswick on 7" September and one was on the
riverbank at Wheldrake Ings on 18" October. In November, four were on Strensall Common,
one roosted on set-aside at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge and 20 roosted in a small
reedbed at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 3§ December.
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Corn Bunting Milaria calandra
Status: Resident breeder

In the Dunnington area, winter flocks ineluded 40 at Hassacarr NR in mid-January and 54 on
the common on 28" Macch A bird fad in a Strensall garden on 117 and 17" January and 16%
February. At Rawcliffe, the peak counts were 82 on 24" February and 32 on 21% December -
a few remained into early May, but there was no evidence of breeding. In March, a flock of 35
was around the route of the Sefby bypass at Brayton Barff en the 3", two between Ellerton and
East Cottingwith on the 7", three singing at Limefield Farm, Dunnington on the 9™ one at
Beningborough on the 16" and c. 50 roosted near Melbourne on the 24", A winter visitor to
Clifton Ings with a peak of 23 on 28" March.

in April, singles sang at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 7™ and Pottery Pond, Strensall on the
30" One was at Whitehorn Farm, Stockton-on-the-Forest on the 1%, nine on set-aside at
North [ngs Farm, Terrington on the 6th, one between Thomton and Bielby on the 9th and two
at Riccall on the 20¢h. Six were singing in the Riccall area at the end of May with two in song
at Limefield Farm on the 17th and another singing at Dunnington Common on the 20th.

1n June, one or two males were singing on farmland just south of Bishopthorpe from the Ist-
4l unti] the farmer cut the hay. Two were singing from wires along the road between North
Duffield Cares and the village on the 9th, three sang at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest
and one was at Stillington Road, Huby with another along the path to Sutton-on-the-Forest
cemetery on the 11th. Singles were singing near Strensail on the 12th and 13th while three
were at Riccall on the 15th and one was between Ellerton and East Cottingwith with four
singing on Barlow Grange farmland near Selby on the 20th. In July, three were singing at East
Moor on the 1st, 4th and §th, two singing near Bariby sewage works on the 4th and one was at
Skates Lane, Huby on the ?1st Three were near Melbourne on 6th August with six at East
Moor on the 13th.

15 were on telephone wives at Aughton on 16th September while up 1o 19 fed on stubble
barley and sugar beet fields at East Moor in September and six roosted there on 7th October.
19 returned to Hassacarr NR on 2nd November and four were at Forest Farm, Warthill fate in
the month.



ESCAPES/INTRODUCTIONS

Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus

One fiew north from east of Swantail Hide, Wheldrake Ings on 20th August.

Black Swan Cygrus afraiis

A single bird was resident at Castle Howard Lake throughout the yeas.

Two were on York University Lake on st January.

One was at the Central Science Laboratories, Sand Hutton on 8th August.

Snow Goese Anser caerlescens

Eight bitds at York University Lake on tst January would be presumed to be of suspect origin.
A single at Castle Howard Lake on 3rd December was intermediate in plumage beiwecn the
blue and white phases and was seen again on the evening of the 5th.

Bar-hcaded Goose Anser indicus

One came in to roost at dusk at Castie Howard Lake with a flock of 500+ Greylag Geese
Anser anser on 5th December.

Ruddy Shelduck Taderna ferruginea

One was at York University Lake on 1st January.

Muscovy Duck Cairing meschata

A white bird was present in the Ouse Bridge area of York all year,

‘White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis

An adult and a leucistic individual were on the River Derwent opposite the Ferryboat Inn at
Thorganby or 12th January.

Asian Blue Quail  Corurnix chinensis

One was present in the back garden of a house in Malton Road, Yok for a few days in mid-
June.
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Coclatie! Nymphicus hollandicus

A bird first seen in New Earswick NR on 20th August was heard subsequently on several
oceasions but not seen again until October when it was in the adjacent Sessions NR, after
which time it disappeared.

Paraleet sp.
One was seen at Clifton Ings on 23rd September.
Description: green head, creamy yellow bill, yellow underparts, yellow base colour to breast

with red patches, greeny yellow wings and rump, orangey red back, loud chattering call, about
the size of a cockatiel.
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