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YORK ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB
This report has been compiled by members of the York Ornithological
Club (YOC) with nearly all the records submitted by members who are
active in watching an area of some 550 square miles around York which
the Club is responsible for recording. The area covers wetlands (Lower
Derwent Valley), deciduous woodland (Hambleton and Howardian Hills),
coniferous woodland (Yearsley and Ampleforth), lakes (Castle Howard)
and large agricultural areas of the vales of York and Pickering.
The Club has a membership of about 70 and meets on the ﬁrst
Tuesday of the month (except July and August) in the Friends’ Meeting
House, Castlegate, York for a full programme of talks and discussions
and for the informal exchange of information which birdwatchers ﬁnd
invaluable. In addition, excursions are arranged to areas of ornithological
interest, usually outside the recording area.

EDITORIAL
Welcome to the 2003 issue of the YOC Annual Report which now has
a brand new look including a full colour photograph on the cover! We
are hoping to also publish colour photographs inside future reports and
requests for contributions from our talented local photographers will be
made in due course...
Again, we must apologize for the lateness of this report but rest
assured that the Committee is making every effort to reel in the backlog
so that future reports are published on a timely basis – please bear with
us in the meantime!
We hope that readers will ﬁnd this report enjoyable and informative
and that it is well worth the wait! Please pay particular attention to the
revised records submission guidelines and description requirements
included: you will note that the species list is now in the new taxonomic
order introduced by the British Ornithologists’ Union – this is basically the
same as the old Voous order we have been used to except that the list
now starts with wildfowl followed by gamebirds and then divers, grebes,
etc. as before. To help members ‘take in’ this new order, a revised list
of species recorded in the YOC area since 1966 is also included in this
report.
The highlight of 2003 for many was undoubtedly the American Golden
Plover which remained in the Bishopthorpe area for about a week in the
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autumn – part of a national inﬂux of this species at the time. This ﬁrst
for our area was not at all easy to catch up with, however, and certainly
gave some members the run-around! An account of its occurrence can
be found in this report but, of course, this publication would suffer if it
did not include the commoner species and we thank all observers who
submitted their records this year. There has been yet another pleasing
increase in the number of people submitting records and this is mainly
due to increased email submissions. Keep it up!
The species accounts have been compiled by Nigel Stewart and
Malcolm Douglas (Wildfowl to Crane), Peter Watson (Waders to Auks),
Ruth Traynor (Doves to Dunnock), Peter Reed (Thrushes to Flycatchers)
and Paul Doherty (Tits to Buntings) while the report has been edited by
Andy Booth. Mike Williams and Nigel Stewart have been responsible
for the ﬁnal production of this report and may I take this opportunity to
sincerely thank Muriel Pirozek for her long-standing and sterling work in
the production of previous reports. Andy Booth and Nigel Stewart have
kindly provided the illustrations which enhance the text. The processing
of the Annual Report involves a great deal of unseen work which has
been carried out voluntarily by the above persons to whom we are
deeply grateful.
Thanks are also due to other members of the Committee who have
worked hard throughout the year to ensure the successful running of
the Club. Some of our best talks have been given freely by members
of this Club, to whom we owe our sincere thanks and we also thank
members who have offered lifts to those without transport four our
various outings.
We welcome all new members and wish to encourage others,
particularly younger people, to join the Club. We aim to provide a report
of interest which is as comprehensive and accurate as possible and
encourage all members to submit their sightings, however insigniﬁcant
they may seem. As we aim to have the Report available as soon as
possible it would help us greatly if observers submit their records as
early as possible after the year in question.
Many thanks for your continued and valued support.
Andy Booth

6

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2003
January
The year started with settled, cold and frosty weather which was
replaced by much milder conditions mid-month with a southerly airﬂow
but a cold snap then ensued combining northerly gales with disruptive
snowfalls.
A Bittern ﬂushed from a reedbed at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 18th
January was the ﬁrst seen in the recording area for two years.
Extensive ﬂooding in the Lower Derwent Valley resulted in good
numbers of wildfowl being present throughout the month. Whooper
Swans peaked at 138 birds while up to 20 Bewick’s Swans were also
present. On the 24th, a ﬂock of 580 Pink-footed Geese passed through
the valley while another 150 ﬂew west over Londesborough Lodge.
A ﬁrst-winter male Scaup and up to four females remained at Bank
Island throughout the month with one visiting Wheldrake Ings on the
25th. There were up to 12 Smew (four drakes) in the valley with a drake
being noted at Bank Island on the 9th and 12th while three ‘redheads’
were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 12th. The Lower Derwent Valley
attracted the usual range of wintering waders with a ﬂock of 100+ Ruff
and 500+ Dunlin over the ﬂoods at Thorganby on the 26th. Two Spotted
Redshanks were present throughout the month while two Knot were
seen mid-month and a single Bar-tailed Godwit was present on the
18th.
Buzzards were regularly recorded during the month with eight sightings
of single birds or pairs. Other winter raptors included a Merlin chasing
Skylarks near Terrington on the 15th and a ﬁrst-year female Peregrine
at Dunnington on the 27th while a Goshawk was reported as taking a
decoy pigeon (date and location not speciﬁed).
The month produced several sightings of Waxwings with four birds in
New Earswick on the 20th and 21st being the largest party. The Firecrest
discovered in New Earswick in mid-December 2002 remained in the
area throughout the month. Fieldfare and Redwing were seen in good
numbers while Blackbird and Song Thrush had begun singing regularly
by the month end. A wintering Blackcap was present in Bishopthorpe on
the 25th with two Mealy Redpolls at Rawcliffe Lake on the 30th. Flocks
of Crossbill were seen on several occasions at Yearsley Moor, the largest
containing 40 birds on the 26th. A Rock Pipit was seen feeding on ﬂoating
debris at the edge of the ﬂoods at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 9th.
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February
Another mixed month weather-wise with mild conditions either side of
a cold and frosty period.
Wet conditions in the Lower Derwent Valley continued to attract good
numbers of the usual wintering wildfowl and waders. 30–40 Whooper
Swans remained in the Bubwith Ings/North Dufﬁeld Carrs area through
the month while varying numbers of Pink-footed Geese were reported
from Bank Island. Outside the valley, 14 White-fronted Geese ﬂew over
Dunnington on the 18th while a single ‘redhead’ Smew was seen at
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 21st.
There were single Red Kites at Huttons Ambo on the 3rd and Appleton
Roebuck on the 26th while another bird was present in the Welburn area
for much of the month. The only other raptor sighting of note was a male
Merlin at Dunnington on the 19th and 25th. A Long-eared Owl seen at
Skipwith Common on the 13th was the only report of that species for
the year.
Waxwing numbers increased during the month with the largest ﬂocks
consisting of 32 at Foxwood on the 21st and 35 at Stamford Bridge on
the 24th. A Black Redstart put in a brief appearance at Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory on the 12th while two Wood Larks returned
to this site on the 22nd. Good numbers of Fieldfare and Redwing were
still present across the recording area with the New Earswick Firecrest
being last seen on the 1st. Crossbills were still present with sightings
coming from Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on the 6th and
woods near Pond Head Farm, Oulston on the 8th.

March
March was dominated by high pressure making it the driest and sunniest
on record. There were some night frosts but daytime temperatures were
often well above average.
The month produced an unusual record of a winter-plumaged adult
male Snow Bunting associating with a large and mobile ﬂock of Starlings
in ﬁelds either side of Northcarrs Lane, Huby on the 8th.
Up to 40 Whooper Swans remained in the Bubwith Ings/North Dufﬁeld
Carrs area until the 14th when there were still 100+ Pintail and 200+
Goosander present at Wheldrake Ings. Most of the wintering wildfowl
and waders left by the end of the third week while numbers of Fieldfare
and Redwing increased with several ﬂocks of 300+ reported. Waxwings
8

continued to be seen at several locations with 15 feeding on cotoneaster
berries at the Six Bells Pub, Strensall on the 30th.
Early returning summer visitors and spring passage migrants included
Little Ringed Plover, Sand Martin, Swallow, Wheatear, Blackcap,
Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler while a drake Garganey was seen at Bank
Island on the 30th.
Raptor sightings included a Red Kite over the A64 near Tadcaster on
the 24th, a Goshawk at Askham Bog on the 8th, an Osprey over Grimston
Bar, York on the 22nd and a male Merlin at Dunnington on the 18th.

April
This month was much like the last with exceptionally sunny and dry
weather predominating until the last week when southwesterly winds
brought some welcome rainfall.
The ﬁrst Whimbrel of the year was noted at Wheldrake Ings on the
14th with up to 81 at the traditional roost by the 30th. Other passage
waders included single Common Sandpipers at Wheldrake Ings and
Rawcliffe Lake on the 24th and a Spotted Redshank with four Green
Sandpipers in the Lower Derwent Valley on the 30th.
The inﬂux of summer visitors continued with the ﬁrst records of Turtle
Dove, Cuckoo, Swift, House Martin, Yellow Wagtail, Sedge Warbler,
Reed Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Whitethroat and Garden Warbler.
Passage birds included a female Redstart at Strensall Common on the
18th and a female Whinchat near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 30th with
a male Wheatear near Fulford Ings on the 12th and two males and a
female at Dunnington on the 14th.
The month saw the departure of the last of the overwintering Fieldfares
and Redwings. Waxwings continued to be seen at several locations with
20–30 birds still at the Six Bells Pub, Strensall at the beginning of the
month while a mobile ﬂock was seen at several locations in York city
centre until the 27th with a maximum count of 80 on the 24th.
Raptor sightings included a male Hen Harrier at Wheldrake Ings on
the 30th, a Buzzard over Escrick on the 14th and a Hobby at Wheldrake
Ings on the 16th.
A Ring-necked Parakeet, exhibiting the behaviour of a wild bird rather
than an escapee, was ﬁrst reported from New Earswick on the 12th,
remaining in the area until mid-September.
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May
May was dominated by Atlantic weather systems resulting in generally
cool, windy and often wet conditions though the last few days of the
month were warmer and more settled.
The Wheldrake Ings Whimbrel roost peaked at 129 birds while
passage waders seen at Bank Island included a Spotted Redshank
on the 1st, a Wood Sandpiper on the 4th and a Whimbrel on the 7th.
A pair of Common Terns was at Bank Island on the 20th and Naburn
Marina on the 25th with a female Wheatear of the Greenland race seen
at Dunnington on the 13th. The month also saw the last of the regular
summer visitors return with sightings of Tree Pipit and Spotted Flycatcher
while a female Pied Flycatcher at Wheldrake Ings on the 1st was the ﬁrst
for the recording area since 1996.
The month also produced the ﬁrst Nightjar and ‘roding’ Woodcock
records for the year. A Red Kite was seen over Gilling on the 18th and
a Buzzard to the east of Coneysthorpe on the 26th while Hobbies were
seen periodically at Wheldrake Ings and Bank Island. There was also a
report of two Cranes being seen in the Lower Derwent Valley during the
month.

June
This was the warmest June since 1976 with daytime temperatures
generally above 20°C. Winds were light and variable with a southerly
bias and rainfall was slightly below average.
A Little Egret found at Bank Island in the early morning of the 7th
remained elusive during the day before ﬂying off for good in the early
evening. Bank Island also produced records of Spotted Crake (5th),
Hobby (7th and 8th), Ruff (14th), Green Sandpiper (29th) and Wood
Sandpiper (29th). A single Whooper Swan with a party of Mute Swans
at Ellerton on the 11th and 12th was an unexpected record for this time
of the year.
‘Roding’ Woodcock, ‘churring’ Nightjar and ‘reeling’ Grasshopper
Warblers were all heard and seen during the month on Yearsley Moor.
Several Common Terns passed through the recording area with birds
seen along the River Ouse at Fulford Ings and Naburn Marina as well as
at Bank Island, Wheldrake Ings and Ellerton in the Lower Derwent Valley
while two arrived at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the
24th and were seen regularly until the end of July.
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An adult Black Kite was seen circling over Rowntree Park, York in the
early morning of the 22nd before heading off strongly northwest ahead
of an approaching thunderstorm.

July
A mostly settled and exceptionally warm month with southerly winds
prevailing though it became more unsettled towards the last week.
Calling Quail were reported from Wheldrake Ings (6th) and East Moor
near Sutton-on-the-Forest (9th). A pair of Little Ringed Plovers with
young was found at Barlby with two juveniles still present on the 12th.
Passage waders included Ruff, Redshank, Greenshank, and Common
Sandpiper.
Raptor records of note included a Peregrine attacking a Curlew at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 27th, a Hobby at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
the 30th and several sightings of Buzzard in the Castle Howard area
towards the end of the month.

August
August was exceptionally warm and dry with a heat-wave in the ﬁrst
half of the month sealing 2003 as the hottest summer since 1976. Winds
were mostly light and from the south and east but turned northerly at the
month end when temperatures were back to normal.
A juvenile Marsh Harrier over Wheldrake Ings on the 17th was
surprisingly the only record of the year for this species. There were two
sightings of Goshawk in the New Earswick/Wigginton area on the 2nd
and 4th. The only other raptor sighting of note was a Buzzard between
Shipton and Skelton on the 31st.
A Quail was ﬂushed beside the footpath between the Stillington road
at Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on the 18th. There was a
return passage of Whimbrel with birds noted ﬂying over Sutton-on-theForest (27th) and Rowntree Park, York (29th). Other passage waders
included Green Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper.
The ﬁrst returning ﬂocks of Golden Plover were noted towards the end of
the month, generally in the company of post-breeding ﬂocks of Lapwing.
Swallows and House Martins began to gather in post-breeding ﬂocks
before beginning their return migration. One thousand Swallows were
roosting in maize at Melbourne Pools on the 2nd with 500 present on
the 2nd while ﬂocks of up to 200–250 Swallows and House Martins were
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seen heading southwest over Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest
on the 28th. A ﬁrst-year Redstart was seen at Sand Hutton Central
Science Laboratory on the 15th.

September
Another hot and dry month with Atlantic weather systems held at bay
in the north and west of the country.
The highlight of the year for a few lucky YOC members was an American
Golden Plover found in ﬁelds just south of Bishopthorpe on the evening of
the 30th. This was the ﬁrst record for the YOC recording area.
The month produced the ﬁnal records for the year for most of the
summer visitors, in particular Hobby, Turtle Dove, Swift, Sand Martin,
Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Whitethroat, Garden
Warbler and Blackcap. There were also sightings of a Whinchat and two
Wheatears on return passage. Passage waders included Greenshank,
Green Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper while a Spotted Crake was
heard calling continuously for half an hour at midday on the 4th at Bank
Island.
The ﬁrst ﬂocks of returning Pink-footed Geese were noted over North
Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 21st and Poppleton on the 28th while the ﬁrst
Redwings were seen near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 30th. Three Twite
were reported at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 16th.

October
October was a changeable month with often windy conditions and
some rain at long last!
The Bishopthorpe American Golden Plover remained in the area until
the 7th but proved frustratingly elusive for many members trying to pick
it out amongst a highly mobile ﬂock of European Golden Plovers. The
other highlight of the month was a Hoopoe on a farm near Terrington
from the 2nd–4th.
Raptor records included a wing-tagged Red Kite over the Oaks Golf
Course near Aughton on the 16th, a Buzzard over Ganthorpe on the
25th and a Merlin ﬂushing the Bishopthorpe ﬂock of Golden Plover
on the 1st. Fieldfare returned in good numbers from the 13th when
Redwing numbers also increased. The month also produced the ﬁrst
autumn sightings of Brambling and the last sightings of Swallow and
House Martin.
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November
Another varied month weather-wise but it was generally warm for the
time of year although night frosts did set in.
The ﬁrst Whooper Swans to return to the Lower Derwent Valley was a
ﬂock of 16 on the 16th while elsewhere two were seen at Castle Howard
Lake on the 16th and four ﬂew over Nunnery Lane, York on the 28th.
Two Bewick’s Swans at Castle Howard Lake on the 9th was the only
record of this species for the end of the year. Two Tundra Bean Geese
were present near Thorganby from the middle of the month and a single
White-fronted Goose was in a ﬂock of Greylag Geese at Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory on the 21st.
The only raptor record of note was a Peregrine seen over Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 7th while two Rock Pipits
were noted between Bubwith and Aughton on the 28th. The ﬁrst winter
ﬂocks of Waxwing were noted with eight in York and three in Selby.
The numbers of wintering Fieldfare, Redwing and Brambling increased
during the month and a Bittern was again seen at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits
on the 16th.

December
The year ended with mostly southwesterly winds and quite heavy
rainfall and it was generally exceptionally mild although there were some
brief cold spells with short-lived snow in the third week.
Whooper Swan numbers in the Lower Derwent Valley increased to 30
by the middle of the month while ﬁve were seen over Askham Bog on the
7th. During the month the two Tundra Bean Geese at Thorganby were
joined by a single bird of the Taiga race.
Waxwing numbers in York increased with 17 seen at Fishergate on
the 5th while a party of 20 Lesser Redpolls at Skipwith Common on the
29th included at least one, possibly two, Mealy Redpolls.
Malcolm Douglas
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CLASSIFIED LIST
The sequence and scientiﬁc nomenclature follow that of the British
List maintained by the British Ornithologists’ Union. The British List has
now been changed to the new BOU taxonomic order announced in
2002 which places Anseriformes and Galliformes at the start of the list.
Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Resident breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor
In the Lower Derwent Valley there were peak counts of 19 at Ellerton on
9th January and 40 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 4th March, while breeding
was noted at Wheldrake Ings. At Castle Howard Lake, 17 throughout
January peaked at 21 on 12th February, and up to four pairs bred with
pairs also breeding at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, a pond by the River Ouse
at Cawood, and Naburn Locks which probably accounted for the pair
with three young noted along the stretch of the Ouse between York and
Naburn from 17th May until 5th July. One ﬂew over the Joseph Rowntree
Trust NR pond, New Earswick on 4th January while two were at Pond
Head Farm ponds on 8th February and two at Newburgh Priory Lake
the same day. A single was on Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
pond on 12th February, a pair on Wash Dike, Skipwith Common during
March and April, a pair on the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on 20th
March, a single on the River Foss at New Earswick on 8th July, ﬁve on the
River Ouse in York city centre on 5th and 6th September, one at Pond
Head Farm ponds on 5th October, four juveniles at Newburgh Priory
Lake on 26th November, a single over Brayton Barff on 1st December
and four over New Earswick on the 4th.
Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus
Winter visitor
Another poor showing and although there were up to 20 in the Lower
Derwent Valley during January (EN) there was generally only one or two
to be seen most of the time, the only other record being two adults at
Castle Howard Lake on 9th November (DR).
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
Winter visitor
A peak of 138 throughout the Lower Derwent Valley in January with
up to 70 in the Bubwith Ings/North Dufﬁeld Carrs area and 30–40 still
present on 16th March at least (MD) while a single was also seen with Mute
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Swans Cygnus olor at Ellerton on 11th and 12th June (PB). Birds started
returning in the autumn with 16 from 16th November (YOC website) and
30 by mid-December. Elsewhere there were two at Castle Howard Lake
on 16th November, four ﬂew south over Nunnery Lane, York on the 28th
and ﬁve ﬂew east over Askham Bog on 7th December.

Bean Goose Anser fabalis
Winter visitor and late winter passage migrant
Two birds of the Tundra race rossicus were on private land near
Thorganby from mid-November through to the end of the year. They
were joined by a single of the Taiga race fabalis in December.
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Early in the year there was a single at Castle Howard Lake on 5th
January. Then a large movement occurred in the Lower Derwent Valley
later in the month with 580 passing through on the 24th and 150 ﬂying
west over Londesborough Lodge the same day. Varying numbers were
reported from Bank Island during February and a single bird associating
with Greylag Geese Anser anser was at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits from 21st
February until 23rd March with another three accompanying Greylags at
Castle Howard Lake from 13th–18th March and a further bird associating
with this species at Wheldrake Ings on 15th April (DT).
The ﬁrst returning birds were 90 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 21st September
(PB) with another 200 over Poppleton on the 28th while 160 ﬂew southeast
over Strensall at 17:05 on 2nd October and were seen 10 minutes later
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ﬂying over Hassacarr NR, Dunnington; what was possibly the same ﬂock
was seen ﬂying southeast over Castle Howard Lake on 18th October
where up to eight birds were present throughout the month. 40 passed
over Osbaldwick on 16th October with another 60 there on the 28th when
30 ﬂew over Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond while 134 ﬂew
over Dunnington Common on 6th November, 90 over New Earswick on
the 15th, a single with Greylag Geese over the Central Science Laboratory
pond on 28th and nine at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 21st December.
White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Winter visitor
The only records this year were of 14 ﬂying east at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington on 18th February and a single with the Greylag Geese
Anser anser at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond on 21st
November.
Greylag Goose Anser anser
Resident breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor
A common goose which along with Canada Goose Branta canadensis
can be encountered in any suitable habitat throughout the recording
area. Present all year in the Lower Derwent Valley although the only
signiﬁcant count was of 300 at Ellerton on 9th January. Good numbers
were at Castle Howard Lake, particularly during the winter months, with
peaks of 430 on 18th March and 521 on 25th October. Also reported as
common throughout the year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits where there was
a peak of 403 on 16th November while other notable counts included
126 on the River Ouse in York city centre on 7th June (many being young
birds) with a maximum of 153 in the Rowntree Park/Skeldergate Bridge
area on 16th August, 120 on Wash Dike, Skipwith Common on 29th
August, 110 at the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick on
14th September, 127 at Rawcliffe Lake two days later (these probably
involved the same birds moving around) and a peak of 100 at Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 8th December.
Greylag x Canada Goose hybrids were noted at Rowntree Park, York
on several occasions with a maximum of seven on 27th September.
Snow Goose Anser caerulescens
Vagrant and feral wanderer
The bird noted at Castle Howard Lake in 2002 (intermediate in
plumage between white and blue phase) was seen there again on 18th
March (MD). Probably of suspect origin.
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Resident breeder and winter visitor
As with Greylag Goose Anser anser, this is a widespread and common
species found in all suitable habitat throughout the recording area. Good
numbers present all year at most sites with peak counts of 300 at Ellerton
on 9th January, 320 at Castle Howard Lake on 9th January and 171
there on 23rd November, 100 at the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond,
New Earswick on 28th August, 100+ in the Rowntree Park/Skeldergate
Bridge area of York on 20th September, 100 at Pond Head Farm ponds,
Oulston on 5th October, 140 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 26th October,
52 at Rawcliffe Lake on 25th November and 62 at Newburgh Priory Lake
the next day.
Canada x Greylag Goose hybrids were noted in Rowntree Park, York
on several occasions with a maximum of seven on 27th September.
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Winter visitor and feral wanderer
One was with Canada Geese Branta canadensis at Castle Howard
Lake on 5th January and again on 13th March and 8th May, with another
single seen in the Lower Derwent Valley at Wheldrake Ings on 13th and
15th April and 25th May, one at a pond by the River Ouse at Cawood on
6th June, one at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 14th September and another
at Bank Island on 30th December – all are presumably of suspect origin.
28 feral birds, presumably from York University Lake, were seen on their
annual vacation to Rowntree Park, York on 6th September.
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Winter visitor, migrant breeder and scarce autumn passage migrant
In the Lower Derwent Valley wintering numbers reached a peak of 50+
at Ellerton on 12th January and 25 at Wheldrake Ings on 24th March with
up to eight birds present at the latter site throughout the summer and at
least one pair bred. Elsewhere, four were on Newburgh Priory Lake on
8th February with three still remaining on 20th March and a single on the
River Foss by Walbutts Sewage Works, Strensall on 15th June.
Wigeon Anas penelope
Winter visitor, spring passage migrant and resident breeder
Peak counts from the Lower Derwent Valley early in the year consisted
of 1000+ at Ellerton on 9th January and 1200 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on
11th February with 1500 there on 3rd March while single birds lingered
through the summer but numbers remained low towards the back end
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of the year due to lack of water. At Castle Howard Lake, 150+ were
present throughout January and February with 11 remaining on 9th
March. Two were then noted from 13th September increasing to 17 by
18th October and c.50 on 14th December. A pair was on Wash Dike,
Skipwith Common on 10th February with six birds on the River Rye at
Swinton on 5th March and a female present at Rowntree Park from
16th–19th August. Four were on a pond by the River Ouse at Riccall on
5th September, a single at Stillington Pond on 5th November, a drake at
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond from 6th –17th November,
a female on the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick on 8th
November and a pair there on the 12th with a single at Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits on the 28th. Finally, 180 birds were observed circling over ponds at
Skipwith Common on 7th December.
Gadwall Anas strepera
Winter visitor and migrant breeder
Up to 18 were at Wheldrake Ings early in the year with several pairs
reported from there in late May while a pair was also at North Dufﬁeld
Carrs in early May and a female with young was seen at Bank Island on
29th June. Another pair was at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 16th February
while wintering numbers at Castle Howard Lake peaked at 14 on 15th
January with a pair there on 5th May and another ﬁve birds on 18th
October. Three were on Wistow pond on 3rd September with ﬁve on the
River Derwent at Huttons Ambo on 13th December.
Common Teal Anas crecca
Winter visitor and resident breeder
Abundant in the Lower Derwent Valley during the winter months with
counts of 2,300 at Bank Island on 9th January and 150 at Wheldrake
Ings on 3rd March while up to 27 were on ponds at Skipwith Common
early in the year. Reported as being common at Castle Howard Lake
during the winter months with a peak of 150+ on 21st January while up
to four wintered at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits and 15 were on the ﬂooded
hay meadow at Riccall on 6th January with the same number at Wash
Dike, Skipwith Common on 10th February. Two drakes spent the year on
ponds at Strensall Common while nine birds were at Newburgh Priory
Lake on 8th February with four still remaining on 20th March. Two were
on Black Dike behind Walbutts, Strensall on 16th February. Seven were
at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond on 4th September with
one remaining on the 11th before three were noted on the 29th. Two ﬂew
north by the River Ouse at Bishopthorpe on the 6th September while a
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female was on the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick on
the 22nd–23rd with two there on 1st October and four birds ﬂushed in
the early morning of 5th November. Singles were at Rawcliffe Lake on
23rd October and 25th November while 55 were on the ponds at Pond
Head Farm, Oulston on 28th November and 18 on Wash Dike, Skipwith
Common on 5th December.
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Winter visitor and resident breeder
A common species noted widely throughout the recording area
with birds breeding at many sites. The usual wintering ﬂocks were in
the Lower Derwent Valley although no counts were received again this
year while 300+ were at Castle Howard Lake during the winter months
and up to 120 along the River Ouse between York and Naburn during
the year with 250+ at Pond Head Farm, Oulston throughout November.
Reported as being common along the River Foss at New Earswick while
up to 52 roosted at the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond from August
to November with a peak of 204 on Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory pond in December.
Pintail Anas acuta
Winter visitor and scarce migrant breeder
Good numbers wintered in the Lower Derwent Valley with counts of
80+ at Wheldrake Ings on 2nd February, 76 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on
the 25th and 100+ at Wheldrake Ings on 14th March while a single drake
with a damaged wing lingered into the summer. Elsewhere a pair in
eclipse was at Wash Dike, Strensall on 29th September and two drakes
in eclipse at Castle Howard Lake on the 25th with one or two present
from 11th October to 16th November.
Garganey Anas querquedula
Migrant breeder
The only records this year involved a drake at Bank Island seen on
30th March, 7th May, and 5th and 7th June (YOC website).
Shoveler Anas clypeata
Resident breeder and winter visitor
Good numbers wintered in the Lower Derwent Valley with c.30 still
present at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 16th March while a few pairs lingered
into the summer mainly in the Wheldrake Ings/Bank Island area and
probably bred. Elsewhere there was a drake on the Joseph Rowntree
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Trust NR pond, New Earswick on 19th March, a pair at Rawcliffe Lake
on 24th April, a female at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond
on 29th July and a single at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 16th August with
four females at Castle Howard Lake on 9th November, three on 13th
December and a single drake there on the 29th.
Pochard Aythya ferina
Winter visitor and migrant breeder
Good numbers were noted in the Lower Derwent Valley when it was
ﬂooded with counts of 263 at Wheldrake Ings on 7th February and 50
at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 3rd March and also a common wintering bird
at Castle Howard Lake with up to 150 early in the year and a count of
c.120 there on 14th December. Small numbers were present during the
winter months at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with 25 there on 16th November
while 16 were on Pond Head Farm ponds, Oulston on 8th February with
50+ there on 28th November. Up to three were noted along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn during the winter with a drake lingering
throughout the year and a pair was on a pond by the Ouse at Riccall on
12th May with single drakes by the Ouse at Riccall on 2nd June, by the
Ouse at Cawood on the 6th and at Rawcliffe Lake on 12th November.
Two birds were on Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond on
12th December.
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Winter visitor and migrant breeder
Reported as being abundant in the Lower Derwent Valley early in the
year with 20 at Bank Island on 12th January when 30 at Wheldrake
Ings, and 20 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 3rd March, while a few pairs
were noted throughout the summer. Up to 200 were at Castle Howard
Lake during the winter months with 60 present on 9th March. Two pairs
summered there with 20 birds present in late August while numbers
increased thereafter. Good numbers also wintered at Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits with peak counts of 55 on 16th March and 31 on 16th November
with birds seen regularly at Pond Head Farm, Oulston during the winter
where 100 were estimated on 28th November while up to three wintered
on the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick with up to ﬁve
visiting Rowntree Park, York. Also reported from Rawcliffe Lake, Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory, Sheriff Hutton Park Lake, Skipwith
Common, Strensall Common, Walbutts Farm (Strensall) and West
Ness.
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Scaup Aythya marila
Winter visitor and passage migrant in small numbers
A ﬁrst-winter male and up to four females were seen at Bank Island
throughout January with one visiting Wheldrake Ings on the 25th (EN).

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Small numbers were noted in the Lower Derwent Valley early in the
year with 12 on the pool at Wheldrake Ings on 3rd March (J&TM) while
birds were also seen during the winter months at Castle Howard Lake
with a peak of 15 on 6th January. The only other records were of single
females on the River Ouse at Clifton Ings on 15th October (NS) and at
the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick on 24th October.
Smew Mergus albellus
Almost annual winter visitor
Up to 12 (four drakes) lingered in the Lower Derwent Valley throughout
January with a drake being noted at Bank Island on the 9th and 12th (EN)
while three ‘redheads’ were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 12th January
with a single there on 21st February (PB).
Goosander Mergus merganser
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Good numbers were noted early in the year in the Lower Derwent
Valley with 121 during February rising to over 200 on 14th March. Castle
Howard Lake also held good numbers during the winter months with
peaks of 55+ on 21st January and 75 on 16th November while the ﬁrst
birds of the autumn were noted on 25th September (MD). Elsewhere,
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up to nine were seen along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
throughout the winter months with a drake ﬂying over that stretch on
14th May (AB) and a female at the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond, New
Earswick on 4th January. A bird seen ﬂying over Dunnington Common
on the 13th was an unusual sight while ﬁve were at Pond Head Farm,
Oulston on 8th February, a pair on the River Ouse by Bishopthorpe
Bridge on the 15th, another two on the Ouse at Beningborough on the
22nd and small parties of up to 16 seen ﬂying along the River Derwent
at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington throughout the month. Three were on
the River Rye near Swinton on 5th March and 27 on the ponds at Pond
Head Farm, Oulston on 28th November while a single ﬂew over New
Earswick on 6th December.
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis
Migrant breeder
Up to nine were present throughout the year at Castle Howard Lake
with 12 there on 13th March. Birds were also present at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits from March with at least two pairs breeding. Also probably
bred at Wheldrake Ings where up to ten were seen early in the year
while a drake was on Strensall Common ponds from 18th–20th April
and again on 24th May.
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
Resident breeder
On 14th January coveys were seen at Charity Farm, Skipwith (20
birds), Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington (eight birds) and Londesborough
Lodge Farm, Dunnington (nine birds). A covey of 12 birds was seen at
Limeﬁeld Farm on 12th February when there was also a covey of four
birds 1 km west of Sheriff Hutton. A pair was seen along Carr Lane
(back road from Sutton-on-the-Forest to Strensall) on 12th March while
a single was seen to the east of Sheriff Hutton on the 17th with a pair
near Primrose Farm, Mowthorpe the same day. Meanwhile, to the north
and northeast of Welburn on the 18th, one was seen on Primrose Hill, a
pair beside Todd Wood and three on Hutton Hill. A single bird was seen
perched on the parapet of Gilling Bridge, East Gilling on the 22nd.
A pair was along Pottery Lane, Strensall on 1st April with ﬁve counted
on a BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May while a predated nest
with 11 broken eggs was found at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on 12th
May. A single bird was seen beside the Crayke–Brandsby road on 5th
June with a female seen doing a broken wing display at Ellerton on the
12th while a pair was near Great Wood, Strensall on the 20th. On 6th
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July one was seen on the edge of Peacock Plantation (2km ENE of
Brandsby) and a pair seen in a meadow near Warthill Village on the
12th. There were three birds beside Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on
22nd August while a family party of two adults and eight large young
was seen at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 18th August.
A small covey of ﬁve birds was seen in a pea ﬁeld on the outskirts of
Bishopthorpe on 2nd October with a large covey of 52 reported from
Ellerton on the 9th (BP).
Birds were seen throughout the year on Kettlestring and Haxby Road
farms, New Earswick with a pair and nine young noted in the second
half of August at the latter site and coveys of up to nine birds at the ﬁrst
site during December. A pair was seen regularly during April and May
at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory while the same site held a
pair with at least two chicks on 14th July and an adult with eight newlyhatched young on 1st September with coveys seen on 10th September
(ﬁve birds), 14th September (12 birds), 23rd September (11 birds), 21st
October (two coveys of ten and 13 birds), 3rd November (12 birds), 6th
December and 8th December (two birds). Finally, a covey of 15 was
seen in a ﬁeld at Cliffe on 30th December.
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Resident breeder
Four were seen at Duncombe Farm, Strensall on 4th January with
a covey of eight seen in a sugar beet ﬁeld at Riccall on the 13th while
on the 14th three birds were seen at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington and
one was heard calling in the evening at Londesborough Lodge Farm,
Dunnington. Another was heard calling at South Farm, Dunnington on
20th January with a covey of eight birds seen along Carr Lane (back road
from Sutton-on-the-Forest to Strensall) on 5th February and another pair
seen ﬂying over the York–Strensall Road (1 km south of the barracks) the
following day. A pair was also seen at Limeﬁeld Farm on 13th February
and again on 15th April and 9th May with ﬁve near Lilling Green Farm
and two near Flaxton on the 16th while a single was calling at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on the 21st. In March, pairs were reported from Storwood on
the 13th, Laytham on the 17th, Carr Lane on the 18th and Skew Green
Wildon Grange Parish and Coxwold Park House on the 28th while a
male seen in ﬁelds opposite Naburn Sewage Works on the 22nd was an
unusual record.
A pair was at Lodge Farm, Gilling on 27th April with singles seen at
Yearsley Moor on 5th June and Melbourne on the 26th. Another pair
was in the school ﬁeld at Wigginton on 31st July while a covey of six
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was ﬂushed from beside the footpath between the Stillington road at
Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on 18th August with probably
the same party (two adults and four juveniles) in Sutton-on-the-Forest
cemetery on 22nd August. Seen periodically at Haxby Road Farm, New
Earswick in August and September with a maximum of three birds on
26th August with three at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 17th
September. A covey of 11 was near Moorlands YWT Reserve (no date)
while a pair was ﬂushed at Terrington on 16th November. A covey of
nine birds was seen near to Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on 16th
November and a covey of six at White Carr Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 23rd November. Finally, a small covey was seen at Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory on 8th December.
Quail Coturnix coturnix
Summer visitor which breeds in good years
Heard calling at Wheldrake Ings on 6th July with one reported from
East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 9th July (the second year in
a row birds have been reported from this site) (PB). A single bird was
ﬂushed beside the footpath between the Stillington road at Huby and
Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on 18th August (MD).
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Resident breeder
Widespread throughout the recording area with numbers increasing in
August when birds raised in captivity are released onto shooting estates.
A pair was a regular visitor to a garden in Huby throughout the year
while a melanistic bird was seen at Castle Howard on 9th May. Family
parties with ﬁve young were seen on 17th June at Limeﬁeld Farm and
Londesborough Lodge Farm, both Dunnington. A party of 30 birds was
at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 17th September.
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruﬁcollis
Resident breeder
Present throughout the year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with a maximum
of eight on 16th November. A poor showing at Castle Howard Lake
this year with just four reported in early January and two in October;
the Lower Derwent Valley did not fare much better with just single bird
sightings early in the year but then six were seen at Wheldrake Ings on
3rd March.
Elsewhere, a single was seen on several occasions during January
and February on the River Foss at New Earswick with a pair on Wash
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Dike, Skipwith Common from February to August, another pair on the
bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on 20th March, a pair with three young
on a pond in Riccall on 3rd July where six winter-plumaged birds were
seen on 2nd December, a single on a pond between Copmanthorpe and
the new A64 underpass on 23rd August, three winter-plumaged birds
at Wistow pond on 27th September, a single on the Joseph Rowntree
Trust NR pond, New Earswick on 7th and 8th October and again on 9th
and 10th November, one on the River Foss by Walbutts Sewage Works,
Strensall on 16th November plus several sightings throughout the year
from the various ponds around Strensall Common and two on the top
pond at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 28th November.
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Migrant breeder and passage visitor
A poor showing this year: incredibly there were no reports from
the Lower Derwent Valley although Castle Howard Lake held 10+
throughout the year with breeding conﬁrmed and an adult with one
young was seen on a pond by the River Ouse at Cawood on 6th
June. Once again single birds regularly visited Rawcliffe Lake with one
present most of the summer while a pair was on the Ouse at Naburn
Marina from 22nd February through to June with singles on the River
Ouse between York and Naburn on 15th March and 25th May. A single
was on the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor on 20th March and again
on 17th May and another was on the River Derwent at Lower Hutton
on 13th July with an adult at Wistow pond on 3rd and 29th September
and two birds on the bottom pond at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on
28th November.
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Passage and winter visitor and recently established resident
As usual the bulk of sightings were from the two inland colonies,
Wheldrake Ings and Castle Howard Lake, with a peak count of 69 at the
former site in mid-February while 30 birds there on the 2nd all appeared
to be of the continental race sinensis. There were also some impressive
counts from Castle Howard Lake throughout the year peaking at 86 on
1st November with breeding conﬁrmed at both sites. Also of note were
30 at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 28th November while up to four
were seen along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout
the year. All other records referred to ﬂyovers with two over Brayton Barff
on 19th May and singles throughout the year along the River Ouse at
Clifton and occasionally over Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
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pond while further singles ﬂew over Strensall Common on 23rd January
and New Earswick on 22nd August, 19th October and 5th November
with 12 ﬂying south along the course of the Ouse at Riccall on 2nd
December.
Bittern Botaurus stellaris
Scarce winter and spring visitor
One was ﬂushed from a reedbed at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 18th
January with another seen there on 16th November (per PB).
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Vagrant
A single bird found at Bank Island in the early morning of 7th June
proved rather elusive before ﬂying off to the north at 18:15 (per DT).
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder
Present all year in the Lower Derwent Valley although its present
status there is unknown while seven or eight were noted throughout
the year at Castle Howard Lake with at least three pairs breeding. Five
to six were regularly seen along the River Ouse at Clifton/Rawcliffe Ings
through the year with many mainly single bird sightings from the river
systems and many ponds etc. throughout the recording area including
the rivers Foss, Ouse, Derwent and Rye, Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond, Joseph Rowntree Trust NR
pond (New Earswick), Yearsley Moor ponds, Pond Head Farm ponds
(Oulston) and Newburgh Priory Lake.
[Black Kite Milvus migrans]
Vagrant
A worn adult in primary feather moult was seen circling over Rowntree
Park, York in the early morning of 22nd June before heading off strongly
northwest ahead of an approaching thunderstorm (AB). This record was
considered to be acceptable by the YNU but unfortunately not by BBRC
who rigidly stick to a requirement for all of the identiﬁcation criteria to be
seen – not always possible on a typical ﬂyover. It is also worth noting that
the previous record of this species – a bird seen brieﬂy at Brayton Barff
on 29th April 1994 – was also rejected by the BBRC which leaves the
1979 record from Bubwith as the only York area sighting now considered
ofﬁcially acceptable.
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Red Kite Milvus milvus
Increasing visitor following recent reintroductions in the country
One was seen by the A64 road near Huttons Ambo on 3rd February
(PB) while a single was also reported at Appleton Roebuck on the 26th
(HR) with probably the same bird at Bolton Percy/Colton Bridge (AHt)
and another in the Welburn area during the month (YOC website). Others
were over the A64 near Hazel Wood, Tadcaster 24th March (PB) and
over Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on 18th May. A wing-tagged bird ﬂew over
the Oaks Golf Course near Aughton on 16th October (T&VW).
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Passage migrant and rare breeder
A juvenile seen at Wheldrake Ings on 17th August was surprisingly the
only report received this year (BirdGuides).
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
A male was seen at Wheldrake Ings on 30th April (DT).
Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Passage visitor and rare breeder
One was reported as taking a decoy pigeon in January but locality and
date were not speciﬁed (YOC website). Another bird was seen scattering
crows over Askham Bog on 8th March (JBt) while between 2nd and 4th
August there were two sightings in the New Earswick/Wigginton area
(per BB). Two very large juvenile ‘sparrowhawks’ seen over scrub at
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory were thought to be Goshawks
but the observers were not 100% sure (SHBR).
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Resident breeder and passage migrant
Widely reported throughout the year with records from Allerthorpe,
Askham Bog, Brayton Barff, between Bubwith and Sutton upon Derwent,
Castle Howard, Dunnington, Huby, Kilburn, Marton-in-the-Forest,
Moreby, New Earswick, Osbaldwick, Oulston, Rawcliffe Meadows,
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory, Skipwith, Stamford Bridge,
Storwood, Strensall, Sutton-on-the-Forest, Terrington, Upper Poppleton,
Wheldrake Ings, Wilberfoss, Wigginton, Yearsley Moor and York.
A female seen east of York was carrying food into bushes on the A64/
A1237 roundabout and it is believed to be the second year they have
nested here. Birds carrying prey were also seen in the Fulford Ings area
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on 20th and 29th June with a juvenile female seen there on 23rd August.
Two pairs were reported to be occupying territory in New Earswick with
breeding proved in the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR when an unﬂedged
juvenile female was found on the ground on 13th July. It was ringed and
released into a large hawthorn and climbed back to the canopy where
it was fed by both parents for the next ten days until it successfully
ﬂedged. Breeding was also reported at Brayton Barff.
One was seen repeatedly attacking a mixed ﬁnch ﬂock along the
southern edge of Skipwith Common on 31st December while of those
birds sexed, 14 were males and 13 were females.
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
Passage migrant and rare breeder
In January one was noted over Pretty Wood, Castle Howard with a
pair seen at Coneysthorpe on the 15th and a single at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington. Single birds were seen at Buttercrambe on 13th February
and over Rawcliffe on the 20th while another ﬂew over Crambeck/Todd
Wood near Welburn on the 18th and two were at Escrick on the 29th.
Two were observed over a clearing at Allerthorpe Common on 9th
March while singles were seen at Skipwith Common on 10th March and
13th and 23rd May, over Escrick again on 14th April and soaring over
the valley below Hepton Hill (two miles east of Coneysthorpe) on 26th
May while a pair was seen displaying over Coneysthorpe Banks Wood
during the month. Several sightings were made towards the end of July
in the Castle Howard area with birds also seen between Shipton and
Skelton on 31st August, over Ganthorpe on the Howardian Hills on 25th
October, over Naburn Bridge on 26th October, Castle Howard again on
18th December and at Common Wood (between Skipwith and Escrick)
on the 30th.
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Passage migrant.
One was reported ﬂying over Grimston Bar, York on 22nd March
(I&RT).
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident breeder
Widely reported throughout the year with records from Askham Bog,
Castle Howard, Clifton Ings, Fryton Wood, High Stittenham, Hovingham,
Huby, Murton, New Earswick, Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory,
Scackleton, Sheriff Hutton, Stockton-on-the-Forest, Strensall, Sutton28

on-the-Forest, Terrington, Wigginton and York. Also reported as regular
along the York northern bypass, along the B1363 (York to Sutton-onthe-Forest road) and down the A 1079 with up to three seen along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn. Seven were counted between
Bubwith and Elvington on 12th January while a pair raised three young
at Dunnington Common and the species was reported to have bred at
Brayton Barff.
A bird was watched devouring a Feral Pigeon Columba livia –
presumably a youngster – in a Micklegate, York garden on 12th May
(AB)!
Merlin Falco columbarius
Passage migrant and winter visitor
A single bird was seen chasing Skylarks Alauda arvensis near
Terrington on 15th January while a male was seen at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington on 19th and 25th February and 18th March while a ﬁrstyear female was at Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 27th
August. One was noted at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 1st
October and on the same day another bird ﬂushed a ﬂock of Golden
Plover Pluvialis apricaria beside the Appleton Road on the outskirts of
Bishopthorpe while a female was seen ﬂying high in a westerly direction
over the River Ouse at Bishopthorpe on 13th December. The last for the
year was one at Bank Island on 30th December.
Hobby Falco subbuteo
Passage and increasing summer visitor
The ﬁrst for the year was a single bird at Wheldrake Ings on 16th
April (DT). Birds were seen periodically at Wheldrake and Bank Island in
May with one seen hunting damselﬂies along the River Derwent at Bank
Island on 7th June and another hunting over the Cheesecake Hide there
on the 8th. Singles were also seen at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 30th
July, near Deighton on 9th August and chasing hirundines at Skipwith
Common on the 29th. September produced the last sightings of the
year with birds seen by the River Ouse at Barlby on the 10th, at Riccall
on the 11th, over Rawcliffe Ings and over the Cornﬁeld NR, Rawcliffe Bar
on the 12th and at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 21st (PB).
Peregrine Falco peregrinus
Winter and passage visitor
A ﬁrst-year female was at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington
on 27th January (PB) while a single bird was seen attacking a Curlew
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Numenius arquata on the ground at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 27th July
(BG). One ﬂew over Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 7th
November (SHBR).

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Resident breeder and winter/passage visitor
Reported from Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with one seen on 20th January,
another on 16th November, three on 28th November and two on 21st
December. Heard calling at Skipwith Common on 27th January, 15th
and 23rd February, 19th March and 15th September with two seen there
on 17th August and one on 29th November. Also thought to have bred
on the common as a juvenile was seen there on 29th September.
One allowed close approach during hard weather at Fulford Ings on
31st January with birds heard there on 12th April and 22nd June. A single
was seen in the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR, New Earswick regularly
from 8th January to 2nd March with another being seen there in late
December. In April birds were heard regularly at Wheldrake Ings while
at least four were heard singing at Bank Island on 5th June where an
adult with four juveniles were seen on 4th September. One was picked
up dead at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 1st December
after ﬂying into a window.
Spotted Crake Porzana porzana
Rare passage migrant & rare migrant breeder
Two records were received from Bank Island with calling birds heard
at 22:30 on 5th June and continuously for half an hour at midday on 4th
September (T&VW).
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Status: Resident breeder and winter visitor
Widely distributed within the recording area. As well as occurring on
the main rivers, lakes and wetland reserves this species can be found
wherever there are small farm ponds and wet drainage ditches. Numbers
increase during the winter months, notably at Castle Howard Lake (50+
in January to March) and in the Lower Derwent Valley.
Elsewhere reported from Allerthorpe (up to 30 in January), Clifton Ings,
Fulford Ings, Gate Helmsley, High Stittenham, Kilburn Sewage Ponds,
near Lilling Green Farm, Newburgh Priory Lake, New Earswick, Pond
Head Farm (Oulston), Rawcliffe Ings (up to eight all year with at least
one pair breeding), Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory, Strensall
Common, Sutton-on-the-Forest, Wass Wood, Wigginton, Yearsley Moor
and York.
Bred at Hassacarr NR, Dunnington where a nest with ﬁve eggs was
found on 7th July and six broods were believed to have been hatched at
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory. Breeding also reported from
the Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, Gate Helmsley, the Joseph Rowntree Trust
NR, New Earswick, Rowntree Park (York), Kidney Pond on Strensall
Common, Brownmoor Farm (Sutton-on-the-Forest), the pond at the
entrance to Wass Wood and the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor.
Coot Fulica atra
Resident breeder and winter visitor
Widely distributed within the recording area on medium to large ponds
and other areas of open water. The largest winter numbers reported were
at Castle Howard Lake with 500+ throughout January dropping to 300+
in February and between 150–200 in March with this species continuing
to outnumber Moorhen Gallinula chloropus over the rest of the year
when numbers were typically between 40 and 50. Large numbers were
also reported within the Lower Derwent Valley from January to March
(only speciﬁc counts were 54 at Wheldrake Ings and 30 at North Dufﬁeld
Carrs on 3rd March).
Elsewhere, the largest numbers reported were at Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits with 50 on 12th January, 77 on 26th October, 81 on 16th November
and 52 on 7th December. Other records included 11 on the bottom pond
at Yearsley Moor on 20th March, nine on Newburgh Priory Lake the same
day, four on pools behind Walbutts Farm, Strensall on the 22nd, 25 on
a pond by the River Ouse at Riccall on the 25th, six at Forest Hill Farm,
Warthill on 27th October, ten present all year on Rawcliffe Lake with
at least four pairs raising young and two resident pairs on the Joseph
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Rowntree Trust NR pond, New Earswick which were joined occasionally
by other birds. Reports of singles or pairs were received for Welburn (on
a ﬁsh pond in a tributary of Cram Beck), Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory, Potteries Lake (Strensall) and Strensall Common.
Breeding (nests and/or juvenile birds) was reported from Bishopthorpe
(a young bird seen with an adult on 5th July), the Joseph Rowntree Trust
NR (three pairs believed to have raised young with one producing a
second brood), Newburgh Priory Lake (pair with three young seen on 17th
May), Rawcliffe Lake (where at least four pairs raised young) and Walbutts
Sewage Works lagoons, Strensall (four juveniles seen on 15th June).
[Common Crane Grus grus]
Vagrant
Two birds were reported from the Lower Derwent Valley in May (no
details available).
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Passage migrant and migrant breeder
The ﬁrst for the year was one at Naburn Sewage Works on 15th
February (AB) with up to four remaining in the area until 25th May while
another early bird was at Rawcliffe on 28th February. Four were at East
Moor airﬁeld near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 4th March and again on 14th
April while a pair was in a temporary pool in a pig ﬁeld opposite Goose
Farm Caravan Park southeast of Sutton-on-the-Forest on 6th and 12th
March. Six birds were at Bank Island on the former date with up to 11
on the 14th. Two were seen from the Geoff Smith Hide at North Dufﬁeld
Carrs on the 14th March and were also seen at Wheldrake Ings while
singles were at Castle Howard on the 18th and Newburgh Priory Pond
on the 20th with two at Castle Howard on the 22nd.
One ﬂew over Clifton Ings on 15th April while pairs were seen at
Wheldrake Ings on 1st May and at Cliffe on the 15th with other birds
at Castle Howard on the 8th and one mile north of Huby on the 17th.
On 4th June, singles were on recently mown grass at Oulston as well
as at Newburgh Priory while a pair was at a pond by the River Ouse at
Barlby on the 11th. Birds were recorded at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory from 20th May with young noted on 26th June while for the
fourth year running breeding took place at Haxby Road Farm, New
Earswick with birds returning by at least 28th March when, with virtually
no cover, two eggs remained extremely exposed and were taken by a
predator on 15th April. Birds were seen in the area until June with the
highest count being four on 19th April.
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A pair was on a pond near the River Ouse at Barlby on 11th June
with three in the Lower Derwent Valley in late June and early July and
another three at Skipwith Common on 29th June while a single at the
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond on 12th August was the
last record for the year (SHBR).
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Passage migrant and migrant breeder
One was at Bank Island on 31st March (YOC website) and 6th April
with pairs noted there by 13th April and at Wheldrake Ings during the
same month. Two seemed settled at Bank Island in May with records on
the 7th and 20th and they were still present in June. A second pair was
noted in front of the Cheesecake Hide on 20th May with a single there
on 8th and 29th June.
Elsewhere, an unusual record concerned a single bird on a ﬁlthy,
shopping trolley-strewn pond at the end of Waterside Park, Clifton on
16th April before it ﬂew off high to the north, calling, when ﬂushed by
dogwalkers (JBy). A pair with two juveniles was also found on a pool at
Barlby on 7th July with the juveniles still present on the 12th (DT).
American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica
Vagrant
A moulting adult was found in ﬁelds just south of Bishopthorpe on the
evening of 31st September and remained in the area until 7th October
but proved rather elusive as it associated with a highly mobile ﬂock of
European Golden Plovers Pluvialis apricaria (DP et al.). First record for
the YOC recording area and has been accepted by BBRC.
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Good numbers remained in the Lower Derwent Valley during the winter
months with the following counts: 300 in January generally with 500 at
Bubwith Ings on the 26th and 150 at Wheldrake Ings on 17th February
where 500 were present on 3rd March when 700 were at North Dufﬁeld
Carrs. Flocks built up again in the autumn with 200 at Wheldrake Ings
on 24th October, 300 at Seaton Ross on 20th November and 290 at
Newton upon Derwent on the 28th.
Elsewhere counts included up to 300 in the Naburn Sewage Works/
Bishopthorpe area early in the year, 260 at Sheriff Hutton on 5th January,
50+ in ﬁelds next to the Monks Cross/A1237 roundabout the same day,
42 feeding in a winter-sown ﬁeld at Escrick on the 6th, 300 at Woodhouse
Farm, Strensall on the 12th, 200 in ﬁelds at Wistow on the 15th, ten at
Beningbrough Park on 22nd February, 20 ﬂying low eastwards at Riccall
on the 24th and 150 at Sheriff Hutton on 17th March. In April, c.80 ﬂew
low east at Naburn Sewage Works on the 17th and 85 were resting in
a ﬁeld down Moor Lane, Bishopthorpe on the 26th. Records from the
New Earswick area show the general trend for sites outside the Lower
Derwent with monthly counts of eight in January, 90 in February and
then 31 in October, 30 in November and 600 in December.
Birds were returning by the end of August with several ﬂocks around
York often in the company of Lapwings Vanellus vanellus. 860 were at
Riccall on 3rd September while Wistow held a ﬂock of variable numbers
from the 1st to the year end peaking at 1,000 on the 4th while 450
were in the Naburn/Bishopthorpe area in the latter part of the year with
1,200 there on 12th October. Over 300 were beside Appleton Road on
the outskirts of Bishopthorpe on 1st October and 125 there on 18th
November. Reports from Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
included ten ﬂying over on 18th September and again on the 24th
followed by 100 on 6th October, 300 on the 17th, 40 on the 22nd, 300
on the 28th and 60 on the 28th as well as 11 on 3rd December.
Other records included 40 at Wigginton on 30th January, 50 at
Foxwood on 8th February, 150 at West Ness on 21st March, 120 at
Yapham Mill on 3rd April, 60 at Riccall on the 12th and 85 in the Naburn
area during that month. Returning birds were noted at Brownmoor
Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 27th August and East Moss Farm on
17th September while 400 were in a meadow with Lapwings at Burn
Hall, Huby on 6th October with up to 500 there on the 9th.
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Migrant breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor
Large numbers were noted in the winter months particularly in the
Lower Derwent Valley but some birds were present all year in many
areas, breeding locally. A general count of 900 was made in the Lower
Derwent Valley in January with 200+ in the Ellerton Church area on the
9th, 900 in the vicinity of Bubwith Bridge on the 23rd, 500+ in the North
Dufﬁeld area on the 26th, 220 at Wheldrake Ings on 9th February and 70
at Bank Island on 6th March when 500+ were at Wheldrake.
Elsewhere, 300+ were by the Monks Cross/A1237 roundabout on 5th
January and 42 at Clifton Ings on the 10th with 50 there on the 21st as
birds regularly appear when the area is ﬂooded. 50 were at Woodhouse
Farm, Strensall on the 12th while 100 were at Beningbrough Park on the
22nd, 100 at Foxwood on 8th February and 100 at Strensall on the 22nd
with ten south of Sutton-on-the-Forest on 13th March with 50+ at Sheriff
Hutton Carr on the 17th. Up to 50 were noted early in the year along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn with about ten birds remaining to
breed on Middlethorpe Ings.
Two were displaying at Allerthorpe on 7th April with another couple at
West Ness on the 26th April while three territories were found during an
RSPB survey at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling. A nest with three eggs was
found at Londesborough Farm, Dunnington on 12th May and the ﬁrst
young were reported at Ellerton on 4th June. A single bird was at Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 11th June with seven at Riccall
on the 14th. Other records include ﬁve in a ﬁeld beside Castle Howard
Lake car park on 30th April, 15 at Bank Island on 8th June, 15 at Marton
Abbey, Stillington on the 25th, 21 at West Lilling on the 27th and 22 at
Escrick on 14th July.
Later in the year, 40 were at East Moor Farm on 4th September and then
at Brownmoor Farm (both near Sutton-on-the-Forest) on 12th September
while 60 were at Sutton upon Derwent on the 24th with 80 at Ampleforth
next day and 20 at Duncombe Farm, Strensall on 23rd November.
Reports from Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory consist of two
birds on 8th September, 140 on the 17th and 20 on the 23rd with 400
ﬂying over on the same date.
Fifty in a meadow near Burn Hall, Huby with 400 Golden Plover
Pluvialis apricaria on 6th October increased to 1500 by the 9th while 75
were 2 km north of Wigginton on 18th November and 20 at Duncombe
Farm, Strensall on the 23rd.
Other counts include 1000 at Wistow in September with 450 in the
Naburn/Bishopthorpe area declining to 200 in October, 130 at Yearsley
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Moor on 26th September, 100 at Bielby on 18th November and 200 at
Clifton Moor on 2nd December
The New Earswick area ﬁgures show the general trend with the
following monthly counts:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
500 500 35
3
3
2
2
0
9 50 150 200
Knot Calidris canutus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Two were seen in the Lower Derwent Valley in mid-January (EN).
Dunlin Calidris alpina
Passage migrant and winter visitor
Good numbers were in the Lower Derwent Valley at the beginning of
the year with 50+ at North Dufﬁeld Carrs and a similar number west of
Ellerton Church on 9th and 12th January. A ﬂock of 500+ ﬂying over the
ﬂooded valley was seen from Thorganby on the 26th while 400 were at
North Dufﬁeld in February dwindling to 200+ by 6th March with ten at
Wheldrake Ings on 14th March although the species was still relatively
common at Swantail Ings on the 24th.
Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Rare breeder, passage migrant and winter visitor
Forty-six were feeding along the edge of ﬂooding at Ellerton Ings on
the 9th with at least four still in that area on the 12th when three were
on Bubwith Ings. Widespread in the Lower Derwent Valley on the 26th
with 20 at Ellerton, 100+ ﬂying over the ﬂooded area at Thorganby, six
at Bubwith as well as birds seen from the Geoff Smith Hide at North
Dufﬁeld Carrs. Up to 20 were at North Dufﬁeld in February but numbers
were down to nine by 3rd March. 40 were at Wheldrake Ings on the 14th
with four on the 24th and three at Bank Island on the 31st. Two were
at Wheldrake on 22nd April when a male was seen displaying while two
males were at the main pool there on 14th and 23rd June with single
birds recorded on 14th, 15th and 23rd July.
Later in the year, six were at Bank Island on 13th December.
Jack Snipe Limnocryptes minimus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Twenty-ﬁve were at Seavy Carr in January while at Rawcliffe Meadows
there were four bird days in January with two birds on the 31st and two
bird days in March. One was ﬂushed at Riccall on 24th February with ﬁve
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together at Fulford Ings on 15th March and three in the same area next day
while one to two were present at this site on 12th and 13th April (AB).
Later in the year, ten were counted at North Dufﬁeld Carrs and six at
Bank Island on 13th December (YOC website).
Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Resident and migrant breeder and passage visitor
Large numbers were present in the Lower Derwent Valley throughout
January and small numbers at Clifton Ings during the winter months with
128 at the latter site on 28th January and 30 still there on 6th February.
In the New Earswick area, up to 11 were at Bootham Stray during the
winter but all had gone by the end of March although a lone bird was
seen over the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR on 8th April then there were
no more sightings until 23rd October with individual birds at Bootham
Stray until 9th November.
Six were resting in a ploughed ﬁeld at Middlethorpe Ings on 11th
January while wintering birds were present at Fulford Ings until 26th
April with a maximum of 14 on 1st March. Six were ﬂushed at Skipwith
Common on 26th January with ﬁve at Riccall on 24th February and
singles at Strensall Common on 8th January and 1st February with up to
four there on 19th March while two birds were seen over ﬂood meadows
near Bishopthorpe on the 22nd. ‘Drumming’ was noted at the former site
from 24th March–25th May with one pair breeding. Two birds were at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 20th May and four at Ellerton on 11th June while
Allerthorpe Gravel Pits held birds on 6th April and 14th September.
In the autumn a few were in the Naburn/Bishopthorpe area on 12th
October and two at Castle Howard on the 25th. Singles were at Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 1st and 4th September with three
on the 9th while birds were noted at Ings Beck, Sand Hutton on 30th
December.
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Resident breeder and winter visitor
Singles were noted at High Plains on 9th January, 3rd February and
20th March as well as in Askham Bog on 18th January with four ﬂushed
at Skipwith Common on the 29th where two were similarly seen on
6th February, three on the 10th and one to two in March while the ﬁrst
‘roding’ bird was noted there on the 16th of that month.
‘Roding’ birds were widespread in May and June with records from
Bishop Wood, Brayton Barff, Skipwith Common and Yearsley Moor
where four on 4th June was the highest count. Two were at Black
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Dyke Plantation, Sand Hutton on 14th May and 2nd June with further
sightings at Allerthorpe Common in October and December while one
was ﬂushed at Brayton Barff on 1st December.
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Passage migrant and winter visitor
A single was in the Lower Derwent Valley on 18th January (EN).
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Passage migrant

The ﬁrst bird of the year was heard calling at Wheldrake Ings on 14th
April (DT) with up to 81 at the roost there by the 30th peaking at 129 in
May while a single adult was at Bank Island on the 7th.
Return passage was heralded by calling birds ﬂying high to the south
at Sutton-on-the-Forest on 27th August and Rowntree Park, York on
the 29th (PB).
Curlew Numenius arquata
Passage migrant, migrant breeder and winter visitor
One was seen from Ellerton Church on 12th January with another at
Storwood on 11th March and two at Thornton on the 17th while a pair
was at Strensall Common on 20th March with singles there on 18th and
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30th April. Three birds were at this site on 15th April with 11 there by
25th May while a ﬂock of seven was seen in a newly sown ﬁeld at Cliffe
on 18th April.
A pair was displaying at the end of Moor Lane, Bishopthorpe on 26th
April with a single bird doing likewise at West Ness the same day and
other birds noted in the Lower Derwent Valley at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on
6th April, Wheldrake Ings on 22nd and 25th May and Bank Island on 7th
June with two seen at Wheldrake again on the 29th. A pair with young
was at Ellerton on 11th June while later in the year a single bird was at
Allerthorpe on 14th September.
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor
Two birds lingered in the Lower Derwent Valley throughout January (EN)
while one was seen on the pool at Wheldrake Ings on 30th April where
calls were heard at the end of that month (DT) with singles also noted at
Bank Island 7th May (MD/HR) and Wheldrake again on the 30th (DT).
Redshank Tringa totanus
Passage migrant, migrant breeder and winter visitor
Large numbers were in the Lower Derwent Valley at the start of the
year with 100+ at Bubwith Ings on 12th January when about ten were
at Ellerton while 30 were at Wheldrake Ings on the 14th, 50 at Bubwith
Ings on the 26th and 269 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 11th February. Five
were feeding in a ﬂooded ﬁeld at Middlethorpe Ings on 22nd March while
24 were at Bank Island on 8th June.
Up to 30 birds were at the main pool at Wheldrake Ings during June
with at least four young noted while two juveniles were seen there on
23rd July with single birds at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on 3rd July and Bishopthorpe on 30th November while ﬁve were by the
River Ouse at Riccall on 2nd December.
Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Passage migrant and occasional winter visitor
Two were present at Wheldrake Ings from 30th March to the end of
June. Birds were again at Wheldrake on 3rd July with three on the main
pool there on the 23rd and two brieﬂy at Rawcliffe Lake on 12th August
while singles ﬂew over Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 17th
July and 12th August with another ﬂyover heard calling at Fulford Ings
on the 23rd and a single at Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on
2nd September.
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Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Passage migrant and winter visitor
Two were at Clifton Ings/Rawcliffe Meadows on 10th, 14th and 31st
January with one along the River Ouse near Naburn Bridge on 15th
February. Singles were also at Rawcliffe Lake on 7th February and
Middlethorpe Ings on 22nd March with others at Wheldrake Ings on 4th
April where four rose into the air together in front of Swantail Hide on the
21st when one was also reported from Bank Island.
The ﬁrst returning bird was again at Bank Island on 29th June while
seven were at Wheldrake on 23rd July and three on a pool by the River
Ouse at Barlby on the 17th. Singles were then seen at the latter site on
27th and 30th August as well as at Skipwith Common on the 29th while
Melbourne pools held two on 2nd August and four on the 3rd with a single
at Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 26th and 27th August.
One was seen again at Barlby on 2nd September with four ﬂying
off from the sewage works there the same day while a bird at Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 19th ﬂew off when disturbed
by Mallards Anas platyrhynchos before two were seen at this site on
21st October. Finally, a single was at Dunnington Common on 30th
December.
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Passage migrant
Singles were at Bank Island on 4th May (DT) and 29th June (AB/NS)
as well as at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 26th August
(SHBR).
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleuca
Passage migrant and migrant breeder
The ﬁrst were singles at Rawcliffe Lake (NS) and Wheldrake Ings (DT)
on 24th April. Two were noted along the River Ouse to the north and
south of York in late July while singles were on a pool by the River Ouse
at Barlby from 30th August to 15th September and at Castle Howard
Lake on the 13th.
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
Resident breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant
Nine thousand were counted at the winter roost at Wheldrake Ings
with the species noted as being generally common in the Lower Derwent
Valley over the winter months. Some 3,500 were at the Castle Howard
Lake roost on 6th January with numbers declining to 1,600 by 13th
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March and 1,000 by the 22nd. Later in the year, 2,000 were at the latter
site on 2nd December with 1,500 on the 29th.
Up to 200 were noted along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
early in the year with numbers dropping to single ﬁgures in the breeding
season before picking up again from late July with a maximum of c.300
on 13th December. 30 birds were resting on the ice-covered pool at
Rowntree Park, York on 12th January while 150 were at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington on 26th February with 200 following a plough there on 15th
March.
Large numbers were noted with other large gull ﬂocks throughout the
winter at Rufforth Tip and on the surrounding ﬁelds. Regular at Rawcliffe
Lake in the winter months as well as on Clifton Ings when ﬂoods were
present. There were 50–60 in the New Earswick area during the winter
with 50+ noted at Strensall Common on 19th March although they were
believed not to have bred there this year. Other records included six at
Duncombe Farm, Strensall on 12th January, 70 at Newburgh Priory on
8th February and ten there on 20th March and 70 at Lodge Farm, Sheriff
Hutton on 9th March with 40 at Castle Howard on the same date. 300
were on a mown meadow at Clifton Ings in July with 40 there on 15th
November while large numbers ﬂew south over Sand Hutton Central
Science Laboratory on 14th, 16th and 29th September and 130 were in
ﬁelds along Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe on 29th October.
At Osbaldwick sports ﬁeld around 40 birds including some immatures,
along with Common Gulls Larus canus, were present on 19th January.
Nearly 100 were present there on 8th March but only 20 remained on the
10th with even fewer on the 17th and all had gone by April. In July, return
passage started with two present on the 7th, six on the 9th including
a juvenile, 18 the next day with two juveniles and 20 very early on the
17th. One was present on 7th August then none were seen until 19th
October. Five were present on the 18th and around eight on the 26th
with some Common Gulls. The regular ﬂock was present from November,
sometimes numbering 30–40 birds but usually around 20.
Common Gull Larus canus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
The winter roost at Castle Howard Lake held 3,500 on 6th January,
400 on 13th March and 100 on the 22nd while later in the year 3,000
were counted on 2nd December and 500 on the 29th.
Small numbers were at Rawcliffe Lake during the winter months and
the species was regular at Rufforth Tip. Noted as being ‘common’ in the
Lower Derwent Valley, especially at Wheldrake Ings, during the winter.
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Elsewhere, 20 were at Newburgh Priory on 20th March, three at
Clifton Ings on 15th November and six at Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe
on 28th December. Small numbers were recorded at Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory in January, July and November. Generally
up to ten were seen along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
during the year with none between 9th May and 2nd August while the
highest count was of c.20 on 22nd March.
In the New Earswick area, monthly counts consisted of 150 in January,
100 in February and 25 in March. No birds were then seen until one in
July and August, 18 in November and 30 in December. A single was at
Sheriff Hutton on 9th March.
At Osbaldwick sports ﬁeld some were always present in winter with the
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus ﬂock. Four on 5th April were the last
seen at this site until July when one bird was with the Black-headed Gulls
on the 10th before being seen alone on the 19th, 28th and 29th. Two
were present on 6th August and more on the 18th with small groups of
birds including juveniles seen until 1st September. Birds were again noted
on 18th October and then regularly from November onwards, sometimes
numbering 10–15 birds but there were generally around six present.
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Passage migrant and scarce winter visitor
One was at Castle Howard Lake on 6th January before birds became
‘common’ in March at Wheldrake Ings. A single adult was seen along
the River Ouse between York and Naburn on the 1st of that month
with up to four usually noted ﬂying over between mid-March and midOctober while the maximum was 12 on 23rd August. Birds were seen
each month in the New Earswick area except for May and June.
Reported from Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 19th
June, 25th June (two), 2nd July (two) and the 17th (four) before 300–400
ﬂew over this site on 10th August with one on 1st September, 400 on the
4th and ‘many’ on the 8th.
At Dunnington, 150 ﬂew over on 9th July and 100+ on 9th August
while 140 were following a plough at Sutton-on-the-Forest on 4th
September and two were at Osbaldwick on 17th July with four or ﬁve on
7th August including two juveniles.
A second-summer bird was seen on the River Ouse by Scarborough
Bridge, York on 23rd and 27th June and 8th July while two were along
the Ouse between York and Naburn on 12th October and one at the
Castle Howard roost on 2nd December.
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Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
One was at the Castle Howard winter roost on 6th January with 455 at
Wheldrake Ings on 17th February. Up to eight were normally seen along
the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year with lower
numbers during the summer months and a maximum count of 30 birds
on 30th November. Regular at Rufforth Tip in the winter months.
In the New Earswick area monthly counts were as follows: Jan. 39,
Feb. 38, Apr. 4, June 278 (passing over late one evening), Aug. 20, Oct.
40 and Dec. 15.
Two were on the Ouse by Scarborough Bridge on 10th April and one
nearby in York on 23rd June while three ﬂew over Sand Hutton Central
Science Laboratory on 3rd September with juveniles at Osbaldwick on
26th October and 7th November.
An unusual bird looking like a chunky Lesser Black-backed Gull with
pinkish legs was seen at Skeldergate Bridge, York on 5th and 26th
October; it showed some characteristics of Heuglin’s Gull (Larus heuglini)
but was more likely to have been an aberrant individual or some sort of
hybrid (AB).
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Winter visitor and passage migrant
Twelve were at Ellerton on 9th January while up to 760 were at the
Wheldrake Ings winter roost in February where they were noted as being
‘common’ in March. Up to ten were normally seen ﬂying west during
the morning along the River Ouse between York and Naburn during the
winter months with a maximum of 15 on 30th November. Birds were
also noted at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in May and
Fulford on 26th October with ﬁve at New Earswick on 28th December.
An adult and a second-winter bird were at the Castle Howard roost on
29th December.
Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Passage migrant and rare migrant breeder
An adult seen hawking over Bank Island on 20th May was the ﬁrst
record (MD) while one to two birds were seen along the River Ouse
between Fulford Ings and Naburn from 25th May until 16th August (AB)
with the pair seen courtship feeding at Naburn Marina on the 2nd which
possibly accounted for those seen at Riccall on 22nd July. A pair took
up residence at Wheldrake Ings but appeared to desert the site after
showing positive signs of breeding. One bird was seen at Ellerton on
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11th June with two at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the
24th and then regularly until 31st July, often seen ﬁshing in the pond.
Feral Pigeon Columba livia
Resident breeder
Common in and around urban areas with an adult seen feeding two
fully-ﬂedged young at Naburn Bridge on 1st March. A notable ﬂock of
300+ was feeding in the Cornﬁeld NR at Rawcliffe Ings on 28th October.
Five were counted in a BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May while
nine were seen in an Osbaldwick garden, feeding on sunﬂower seed on
the bird table, after which the house owner resorted to using a hanging
feeder only!
Stock Dove Columba oenas
Resident breeder
Twenty-two were in ﬁelds opposite the Goose Park Caravan Site,
Sutton-on-the-Forest on 8th January with eleven there on 12th March.
One was at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 28th January
while other singles were seen at Lodge Farm, Sheriff Hutton on 9th March,
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 6th April and near Riccall on the 12th while 17
were in a pea ﬁeld at Spaldington on the 29th. Four were counted in a
BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May with three there on 22nd June
while seven were in a ﬁeld at Cliffe on 15th May.
Two pairs bred in nest boxes at Brayton Barff and one pair was in
Blackdale Plantation, Coulton Moor on 21st April with nine birds near
Forest Farm, Warthill on the 23rd. Later in the year, 15 were at White
Carr Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 23rd November and six feeding
amongst weedy sugar beet at Cliffe on 31st December.
Up to ten were regularly seen along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn throughout the year with a ﬂedged juvenile noted on 2nd
August. Recorded in most months in the New Earswick area with 32 in
March being the highest count due to a large increase in numbers on
Haxby Road Farm. Observed throughout the year at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington with the maximum count being 30 feeding in a set-aside
ﬁeld on 16th June while two or three pairs were resident on Clifton Ings.
Also reported from Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory.
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
Resident breeder
About 100 were at Bubwith Ings on 12th January with 300 feeding
on oilseed rape at Riccall on the 14th and 300–400 in ﬁelds near
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Coneysthorpe on the 16th. 100 were at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on
the 24th with 150 there on the 27th while 30 were at Londesborough
Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 7th February and the same number
counted on the YWT reserve at Strensall Common on the 18th with 80
at Lodge Farm, Sheriff Hutton on 9th March. 38 were counted in a BBS
square south of Naburn on 10th May with 78 there on 22nd June.
Two large young were seen in a nest at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 29th
June with an adult sitting again in the same place on 14th September.
Another was nest building at Warthill on 10th July and two young were
in a nest at Skipwith on the 26th while a bird was nest building in a
hedgerow at Sutton-on-the-Forest on 27th August and an adult sitting
on a nest in Rowntree Park, York on 5th September.
Twenty were at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 24th
October with 250 near Strensall on the 27th and 300 at Murton on the
31st while 300 were at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 23rd
November. In November and December, ﬂocks of 200+ were regularly
seen near Lilling Green, West Lilling while 40 were in a ﬁeld by Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 3rd November and 150 in the
same area, feeding in an oilseed rape ﬁeld, on 3rd December. About 200
were feeding in ﬁelds south of Bishopthorpe on the 6th while up to 300
were in the Skipwith Common area next day with a similar number on
the Castle Howard Estate, south of the house, on the 18th.
Common throughout the year in the New Earswick area, the largest
concentrations being at Kettlestring Farm. Counts there generally varied
from 40 to 100 with a peak of 400 in December while there were ‘good
numbers’ all year on Clifton Ings. Widespread throughout the northern
part of the recording area.
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Resident breeder
A pair was seen in a New Earswick garden with at least one chick in
February with another adult on eggs on the 8th while one was seen nest
building in Osbaldwick on the 7th. This species was a regular garden
visitor to gardens in Strensall and elsewhere. Common throughout the
New Earswick area, a maximum count of 40 made in September probably
being an underestimate while up to ten were seen along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn throughout the year. The ﬁrst records for the
year from Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory came in September
with one or two seen several times through to the year end – all ﬂying
over. Forty were at Low Roans Farm, Strensall on 22nd October and
45 at Murton on the 31st. Seen daily around Huby throughout the year
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and widespread throughout the rest of the northern part of the recording
area.
Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Migrant breeder and passage visitor
The ﬁrst report was of a single bird in the bypass area at Brayton Barff
from 30th April (DC). Another was heard calling at Yearsley Moor on 17th
May with one bird seen and two heard calling on the evening of the 24th.
Heard in Buttercrambe Moor woods, near Sand Hutton, in May with birds
possibly breeding there. A pair was around the bypass and heathland
areas of Brayton Barff on 6th June with breeding being suspected while
one bird was at Melbourne on the 9th. Others were ‘purring’ near the
cycle track at Escrick on the 28th and noted at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits
the following day and again in August with one at Barmby Moor on 5th
July and another by the River Ouse at Riccall on the 27th.
The last record was of a bird seen on wires by the Ouse at Barlby on
11th September (DT).
Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Occasional visitor
One was reported in New Earswick on 12th April and remained in the
area until at least the second week in September although it could be
surprisingly elusive (NEBR). The owners of the local pet shop keep this
species in captivity and are in contact with other owners and no local
birds were reported missing. In addition, the bird spent most of its time
high in trees along the River Foss or in Huntington School NR. It never
stayed consistently close to human habitation nor was it seen to be
mobbed or harassed by other birds and at times appeared to be quite
secretive.
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Migrant breeder
The ﬁrst was noted on 15th April, calling at 19:50 in the Brecks,
Strensall (J&TM) with another heard at Riccall the next day and others
heard at Wheldrake Ings on the 17th, Strensall Common on the 18th
with Thornton on the 22nd while the ﬁrst bird at Brayton Barff was seen
and heard on the 25th. Subsequent reports came from Bishopthorpe
and Huby on the 26th and East Cottingwith on the 28th while one was
calling at Poppleton between 5th and 12th May. Another ﬂew over Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 8th – the only sighting in this
area – with a bird observed hunting for caterpillars at Skipwith Common
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the same day and three at Moreby near Naburn on the 10th when one
was near Wiganthorpe Hall. Birds were also at Allerthorpe from the 11th,
heard at Upper Poppleton on the 13th, seen at Strensall Common on the
16th and heard at Yearsley Moor on the 17th. From the 16th until the 25th
a single bird was heard calling throughout the day from fallow land at the
rear of the Brecks, Strensall while one was seen being mobbed by one
or two Meadow Pipits Anthus pratensis from the Garganey Hide at North
Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 20th with two birds seen behind the Cheesecake
Hide at Bank Island the same day. Five birds were counted during the
MOD survey of Strensall Common on the 25th while one heard in the
New Earswick area on the 29th was the only report from this location
and one was noted again at Bank Island on 7th June. Two were calling
in Strensall village from 30th May until 16th June and a juvenile was on a
school fence in Upper Poppleton on the 15th while one was still calling
at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on the 17th. Calling birds
were heard between the latter date and the 25th on the YWT reserve at
Strensall Common and Wheldrake Ings on the 29th (AB).
Barn Owl Tyto alba
Resident breeder
Most reports came from the Lower Derwent Valley. One was seen
hunting at Wheldrake Ings on 1st and 8th January with others at
Rossmoor Grange, Storwood on the 11th, the Pocklington Canal on
the 18th and again in February while a female was at Ellerton Common

47

on the 19th. A bird with prey was seen ﬂying over Strensall Common on
1st and 7th February with others also reported from Skipwith Common
in February and again in May and June. A single bird was seen at dusk
quartering the ﬁelds behind the Pool Hide at Wheldrake Ings on 24th
March with possibly a different bird watched hunting from the Bailey
Bridge at this site on 2nd May while one was near Grimston Bar, York
on 4th May and two in the Warthill area on the 8th with another hunting
along the York–Selby cycleway at Riccall on the 14th.
Quite a number of sightings were made in daylight hours during the
summer. One was at Bank Island on 5th June and two hunting at Fulford
Ings the following evening. Two were hunting over uncut meadows on
3rd July with both birds seen ﬂying off northwards while one to two were
noted at Wheldrake Ings during the month. A male was by Melbourne
Pools on 2nd August with one at Pocklington Canal the next day and two
there on 9th November. A single was seen near the Bailey Bridge from
the car park at Wheldrake Ings on 30th September while a dead bird
was seen on the southern York bypass (A64) on 5th October. A radiotagged bird was seen hunting during daylight hours near Melbourne on
the 16th and a single at Howsham Wood on the 29th with others at
Sheriff Hutton on 23rd November, between Haxby and Strensall on the
7th, 8th and 24th and roosting in Slingsby Banks Wood, Castle Howard
on the 18th. Singles were also seen hunting in different areas of Skipwith
Common during the early afternoons of 5th and 7th December.
Up to two were seen regularly in the Thornton/Ellerton/East Cottingwith
area.
Little Owl Athene noctua
Resident breeder
One was at Appleton Roebuck on 1st January with others calling at
Hagg Farm, Dunnington on the 14th and seen at Ellerton on the 19th.
A bird was by the northern York bypass (A1237) at dusk on 14th March
with another mobbing a Tawny Owl Strix aluco in a tree beside New
House Farm east of Sheriff Hutton on the evening of the 22nd.
Singles were at Dunnington Common on 4th May and seen daily on
the school ﬁeld at Upper Poppleton from 28th May to 23rd June with a
pair and up to three young then seen there until 10th July after which one
bird was seen daily with the last sighting being on 5th August although
calls were heard regularly throughout the year. Two birds were seen half
way along the footpath between Gracious Street and Skates Lane, Huby
and what were thought to be another two birds (second pair about half a
mile from the ﬁrst) seen 200 metres to the west of Sutton-on-the-Forest
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Cemetery on 5th July. At least one of the four birds was seen well and
exhibited elements of juvenile plumage – possibly all four were juveniles.
Noted at several sites during the summer, including a single bird seen in
the evening at Seaves Farm, Brandsby on 25th June and another near
Moorlands YWT Reserve, Wigginton on 6th July. Occasional sightings
were made near Kettlestring Farm, New Earswick and breeding conﬁrmed
near Huntington Church with at least one young bird ﬂedged. A pair was
apparently on the southern perimeter of Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory with birds seen several times between June and September
and also on 2nd December. A single bird was seen in a tree between
Escrick and Wheldrake on 11th July.
Heard calling in the Barlby area on 21st September with two at
Dunnington Common on the 27th and heard at Skipwith on 8th
November. Seen and heard regularly at East Cottingwith, East Moor,
Londesborough Lodge Farm, Limeﬁeld Farm (both Dunnington) and
Storwood. Also reported from Manor Farm, Burythorpe.
Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Resident breeder throughout the area
A pair was seen near Moorlands YWT Reserve, Wigginton on 10th
January while a bird was being mobbed at noon by smaller birds in the
Joseph Rowntree Trust NR, New Earswick the following day with another
being mobbed by Blackbirds Turdus merula at Allerton the day after.
Two birds were calling during daytime from Coneysthorpe Banks Wood
on 18th March with one calling at midday from Yearsley Moor on the
20th. Another was calling mid-morning at Strensall Common on 22nd
March while on 3rd April two joined in the dawn chorus at Osbaldwick
while one was seen in the evening ﬂying over a meadow at the Brecks,
Strensall on 20th May. Another bird was calling at midday in Wass Wood
on the 24th with at least four calling in the evening at Yearsley Moor and
two birds noted there on 4th June with one heard hooting on several
occasions throughout the afternoon of the following day. One was seen
regularly early in the morning during the spring at Danesmead Copse,
Fulford with two there on 2nd August.
Birds bred at Brayton Barff while a juvenile was seen by the roadside
at South Wood, Hovingham on 16th July and a single bird near Marton
Abbey, Stillington on the 19th.
Four were calling in Skipwith on 15th September and one sat in
the road during daylight hours on the morning of the 21st at Castle
Howard following a night of heavy rain. Three were heard calling along
the Pocklington Canal on 9th November and a single bird was present
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in Sessions NR, New Earswick from the 16th to the 23rd. Heard calling
in High Plumes, Sand Hutton in November with one found dead by the
road that month. A male was calling in East Mount Road, York at 04:00
on 2nd December with three calling at Yearsley Moor on the 5th while
one was hit by a car in Strensall on the 16th and another hit and killed at
Sand Hutton the following day.
Heard regularly in Allerton, Dunnington and Skipwith and occasionally
in Osbaldwick throughout the year.
Long-eared Owl Asio otus
Resident breeder and winter visitor
One seen well when disturbed in an area of pine trees at Skipwith
Common on 13th February was the only report this year (DT).
Short-eared Owl Asio ﬂammeus
Casual breeder and passage and winter visitor
Singles were seen at East Ness on 25th February (YOC website),
Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on 5th March (PB) and Seavy Carr on 16th
October (T&VW).
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Scarce migrant breeder
One ﬂushed from the rear cutting at Brayton Barff on 10th May was
a new bird for that location (DC) while at Yearsley Moor on the 24th, a
single male initially seen at 21:40 ﬂew out of the mature trees to the right
of the Forester’s cottage and disappeared over the back and was heard
ﬁve minutes later ‘churring’ from the direction of the cottage; 15 minutes
after that it was relocated on the roof, ‘churring’ again. A pair was seen
giving an aerial display, including wing clapping, below the cottage on
5th June with ‘churring’ also heard from three separate locations within
the cleared area and the Christmas tree plantation below (probably the
same male moving about) (MD).
Only one male was reported from Skipwith Common where it was
noted ‘churring’ and hawking moths on 30th May (DT).
Swift Apus apus
Migrant breeder
The ﬁrst bird ﬂew over the road immediately east of Wheldrake on 23rd
April (DT) followed by one over Clifton Ings on the 25th with ﬁve along the
River Ouse at Bishopthorpe next day, another single over Osbaldwick on
the 28th and two more there the following day when 12 were seen over
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New Earswick, one at Storwood and one at Huby where ﬁve were present
the day after. There were 19 ﬂying above Castle Howard Lake the same
day with 300+ there on 5th May when birds were back in Riccall village
while two were in Fulford on 29th April and ﬁve at Poppleton next day
when one was over Strensall and three screaming around houses there
on 4th May. Five were over Rowntree Park, York on the 3rd with nine
over the A59 road on the 5th and singles at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory on the 6th and Brayton Barff the next day while several were
over Upper Poppleton on the 9th. Eight were ﬂying around houses at the
Brecks, Strensall on the 19th when many were present over Osbaldwick
but birds left there temporarily on the 24th following bad weather. Twenty
were ﬂying over Bank Island on the 21st with ten at Castle Howard on
11th June and c.50 over Middlethorpe Ings on the 13th with c.30 over
Riccall on the 14th, 100+ over Clifton Ings on the 17th and 12 counted
with ﬁve Swallows Hirundo rustica over Strensall Common on the 20th.
More than 100 were over Clifton Ings on the 24th with large numbers
being seen there all summer while 20 were in Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
29th June with 30 there during August. Some 50+ were over St George’s
Fields, York on 5th July and 100+ over a rape ﬁeld at Barlby on the 7th
while 50 were over Rowntree Park, York on the 9th when 20 were over
Strensall and 15 over Flaxton. Up to 60 were feeding low over crops at
Rawcliffe Cornﬁeld NR on humid evenings in early July.
Numbers in New Earswick were similar to 2002 but well down on
the previous year. No deﬁnite breeding records were obtained from
Huntington and New Earswick but birds were seen prospecting houses
in Whitestone Drive. Nesting was reported to have occurred in at least
two houses in one road in Strensall.
A ﬂock of 100 was feeding over an oilseed rape ﬁeld at Barlby on 7th
July while c.50 were over Rabbit Warren Wood, Dunnington on 19th
July with 100 feeding over ﬁelds just north of Sheriff Hutton on the 22nd.
Large numbers were present in Osbaldwick in July with up to 50 on the
23rd down to 30 again by the month end. Three were seen at West
Lilling on the 27th and two were ﬂying round Strensall on 4th August
but not seen thereafter. Only a few were present in Osbaldwick early in
August with the last seen on the 7th while two were at Monks Cross on
the 10th and six at Rowntree Park (both York) on the 12th. The last birds
seen over New Earswick were on the 16th when one was reported over
Bootham Stray, York while other singles were seen over Huby on the
18th, near Pocklington on the 25th and over the River Ouse at Riccall on
the 30th when two ﬂew over Upper Poppleton.
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Late birds included six over the Ouse at Riccall on 1st September
with two still there on the 8th and a single ﬂying north at Bishopthorpe
on the 6th. The last for the recording area was one at Castle Howard on
the 13th (DR).
Kingﬁsher Alcedo atthis
Resident breeder
Two or three pairs were present in the New Earswick area but there
was no proof of breeding for the second year running. Birds were regularly
seen along the River Foss and also on the beck behind Hartrigg Oaks
while up to six were regularly seen or heard along the River Ouse between
York and Naburn throughout the year with probably three pairs breeding.
An adult was seen entering a nest hole at Fulford Hall on 12th April while
a family party frequented the Fulford Ings/Middlethorpe Ings area from
mid-July and single birds were seen at various other points on the Ouse
throughout the year. One ﬂew over the main pool at Wheldrake Ings on
23rd June while another was seen along the Pocklington Canal on 5th
August with singles noted there at Canal Head on various dates to the
year end. A ﬁrst-year male was found dead under the windows of Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 1st September and there were
ﬁve sightings during the year from this site, presumed to be wandering
ﬁrst-year birds. Two were at Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on
12th September and birds were also seen at Castle Howard on various
dates in the autumn with three there on 1st November.
Seen throughout the year at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits with three birds
there on 14th September. Single birds were reported from Forest Hill
Farm (Warthill), Hagg Bridge, Hassacarr NR (Dunnington), Melbourne
Pools, Newburgh Priory Lake, Rowntree Park (York) and Sheriff Hutton
Carrs. At least two pairs were seen regularly on Clifton Ings all year.
Hoopoe Upupa epops
Vagrant
A bird was present on a farm near Terrington from 2nd–4th October
(T&VW/DR et al.).
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Resident breeder but not widespread
Regularly seen and heard on Strensall Common where birds bred.
Singles were calling at Castle Howard Lake on 13th March and at
Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington at various times during the ﬁrst part of the
year. Birds were heard calling at Skipwith Common during the spring and
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also in December while one was heard calling near to the Raskelf road
just west of Easingwold on 1st May and another seen at Moreby near
Naburn on the 10th with another calling in Bishop Wood on the 20th
and again on 3rd June. Present at Brayton Barff in the breeding season
and a male was at Coulton on 9th June while a single bird was at Black
Dike Plantation, Sand Hutton on the 25th and two at Allerthorpe on 27th
July. Heard at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on various dates
and heard at Dunnington on 6th November. Reported from Clifton Ings
in December.
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Resident breeder throughout the area
‘Drumming’ was heard in the New Earswick and Huntington area in
January where at least three pairs were believed to be present, possibly
breeding. A bird was seen feeding on peanuts in a Riccall garden on 6th
January and a male was doing the same at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington
on the 14th while another bird was at Londesborough Lodge Farm,
Dunnington the same day with one ‘drumming’ there on the 25th. Two
were seen in the Castle Howard area on the 16th and one was seen
and heard ‘drumming’ in woods below Stonegrave Bank and three
‘drumming’ in woods by Pond Head Farm, Oulston on 8th February while
three were ‘drumming’ at Brayton Barff on the 25th with others at Clifton
Park on the 26th and in Rowntree Park, York on 3rd March. Up to three
were seen in Askham Bog early in the year while birds were regularly
seen along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout with a
maximum of four on 16th August.
Birds were noted feeding young in a nest in a dead silver birch at
Skipwith Common on 13th May while a single adult was on a nut feeder
in an Upper Poppleton garden during May and June with a juvenile seen
on the nuts on 3rd July. Four were counted during a trip to Fulford Ings
on 6th June and three were at the Arboretum feeding station, Castle
Howard on the 30th with birds seen on ﬁve occasions at the YWT
reserve on Strensall Common that month. A male was feeding on nuts
in a garden at Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe on 11th August while a pair
was seen in willows beside the River Derwent and in a dead tree beside
the dried-up pool at Pool Hide, Wheldrake Ings on 30th September. A
bird at Rawcliffe Lake on 2nd October was the second ever sighting at
this site while other singles were in a Poppleton garden on 4th October,
in a garden at the Brecks, Strensall in November and in a garden at Huby
on 16th December. Two or three pairs were present all year on Clifton
Ings.
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Also reported from Allerthorpe, Aughton, Barlby, Brownmoor Farm,
Burnholme Wood, Castle Howard Lake, Coulton Moor, Elvington
Airﬁeld, East Moor, Hagg Bridge, Hagg Wood (Dunnington), Melbourne,
Mowthorpe, Newburgh Priory Lake, Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory (four reports), Seaton Ross, Sutton-on-the-Forest, Walbutts
Farm (Strensall), West Ness and Yearsley Moor.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor
Resident breeder although localised and elusive
One was seen with a mixed ﬂock of small birds at Skipwith Common
on 3rd January with perhaps the same bird (a male) doing likewise on
23rd February (DT) and a single also seen there on 28th November (per
RS). Reported to be on Strensall Common and breeding in the Lower
Derwent Valley while a bird was seen at Askham Bog on 27th October
(JBt).
A single also visited a garden feeder in Sheriff Hutton on 29th July (IB).
Wood Lark Lullula arborea
Recent colonist in small numbers
The Central Science Laboratory at Sand Hutton holds the most
northerly British breeding population of this very scarce species. Two or
three pairs are believed to breed with the ﬁrst two seen there this year on
22nd February, one being in song. Two pairs were present on 4th March
and single males were singing on various dates in July with two on the
4th. The last report was on the 14th when an adult and juvenile were in
the allotments. It is not known whether they ﬂy south for the winter or
go into surrounding farmland, but there were no other reports. The only
other record in the YOC recording area concerned a male clearly heard
singing at Allerthorpe Common on 16th March.
Sky Lark Alauda arvensis
Resident breeder and winter visitor
One hundred and thirty were counted in the Huntington area in January
with record numbers at Haxby Road Farm and birds were also seen
on Bootham Stray, York and near Huntington church. Also in January
151 were ﬂushed from farmland near Terrington on the 15th with 20 at
Dunnington on the 14th and 15th while 20+ were over stubble ﬁelds north
of Strensall Common on the 23rd. The peak count at Rawcliffe Cornﬁeld
NR was 47 in early January while six were at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington
on 6th February with two ﬂocks of 50 and 30 near Lilling Green Farm on
the 16th. Four were singing near Strensall on the 22nd when one was
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singing at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits while ten were singing near Strensall on
1st March with six counted at Lodge Farm, Sheriff Hutton on the 9th. One
was singing at Ellerton on the 11th and remained in this area until the end
of June while 50 were still at Limeﬁeld Farm on 25th February with 60 there
on 6th March, 50 on the 16th, 40 on the 18th and 20 on 1st April. Many
birds were noted between Primrose Hill and Todd Wood, Welburn on 18th
March when a ﬂock of 20+ was near High Gately, Huttons Ambo.
Eleven were between Terrington and Fryton Wood on 10th May when
three were counted in a BBS square south of Naburn where ﬁve were
present on 22nd June while the MOD bird survey of Strensall Common
on 25th May produced 16 singing birds with another four also recorded.
One was feeding young at Limeﬁeld Farm on 3rd June and 17 were
counted in a BBS square near Riccall on the 14th. Six territories were
recorded at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling during an RSPB farm survey while
small numbers bred on Clifton Ings and at the Cornﬁeld NR at Rawcliffe
Bar, York with seven counted at West Lilling village on 27th July.
Six were at East Moor, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 12th September and
ﬁve at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 14th while a ﬂock was feeding in ﬁelds
near Fulford on the 21st when birds were also seen passing over Strensall
Common. Two hundred were at East Moor on the 30th and there was
a noticeable movement of birds down the River Ouse on 12th October.
There were 100 at Low Roans Farm, Strensall on the 22nd and one was
in song at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 4th November.
Then 72 were feeding in stubble at Bubwith on the 24th with 47 feeding in
winter stubble at Dunnington Common on 10th December.
Generally up to ten were seen or heard along the River Ouse between
York and Naburn throughout the year with 15 noted on two dates in
the autumn and a southerly passage of c.50 birds on 12th October.
Common around Huby throughout the year and widespread throughout
the northern part of the recording area.
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
The ﬁrst in the recording area was one back at the artiﬁcial breeding
bank at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 26th March (SHBR)
with three at Bank Island on the 30th The ﬁrst in York were four along the
River Ouse by Terry Avenue on 8th April with one at Skeldergate Bridge
on the 12th while there were up to six over the pool at Wheldrake Ings
from the 13th. Over 100 were with other hirundines and Swifts Apus
apus over Castle Howard Lake on 5th May.
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There were two breeding colonies on the River Foss: one near Monk
Bridge and the other behind the Castle Museum. Six were counted at
Fulford Ings on 6th June with c.30 along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn on the 29th and present in ‘good numbers’ all summer on Clifton
Ings with one or two seen occasionally at Rawcliffe Lake. Birds bred at
Sand Hutton CSL with an estimate of 53 holes occupied (PRd). There
were 40 there on 14th August with at least three nests still containing
young. The last was seen there on 18th September while the last in the
YOC recording area were ten at Rawcliffe Meadows on the 25th (RC).
Swallow Hirundo rustica
Migrant breeder and passage migrant.
The ﬁrst bird was at Moor Monkton on 18th March (SE) followed by
one ﬂying south at Dunnington on the 23rd. Another ﬂew north over
Bishopthorpe on 12th April with two at Wheldrake Ings the next day,
building up to 20 by the 24th. One was at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford
Bridge on the 15th with two the same day at Upper Helmsley Hall and
three seen over the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR pond in New Earswick
on the 16th, the earliest ever date for this site. Singles were also at
Scrayingham on the 17th and Escrick on the 18th when others were
at Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest. 26 were at Allerthorpe on the 19th
and one singing in Bishopthorpe the following day when another ﬂew
over Strensall Common and one was over Coulton Moor the next day.
Singles were seen in York city centre on the 24th and 25th when two
were at Storwood and small numbers noted around Easingwold, Huby,
Sutton-on-the-Forest and Wigginton from 17th April to 10th May when
ﬁrst seen in larger parties of ﬁve to ten birds. Eight to ten were at a riding
school in Wigginton Road on 26th April where several pairs nested later
and 50+ were with other hirundines and Swifts Apus apus over Castle
Howard Lake on 5th May while up to 16 were in the Terrington area on
the 10th.
Five were ﬂying with 12 Swifts in Strensall on 20th June with the ﬁrst
ﬂedged juveniles noted along the River Ouse at Middlethorpe Ings next
day and 27 were counted on power lines near Great Wood, Flaxton on
the 27th with four young seen in a nest at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
the 29th. Birds were nesting in barns at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling and
Swinton where four young were ﬂedged in July. ‘Good numbers’ were at
Clifton Ings this summer and birds regularly visited Rawcliffe Lake.
One thousand were roosting in maize at Melbourne Pools on 2nd
August with 500 there the next day while 20 were at Allerthorpe on the
16th and a nest with ﬁve young found there on the 17th. A nest with four
56

eggs was found in Hagg Wood, Dunnington the following day and birds
were seen in Osbaldwick in August feeding over the sports ﬁeld in the
early mornings. 20 were on telephone wires outside a house there on
the 22nd with over 30 on the 25th (both adults and juveniles) and down
to 10 on the 27th. On the 26th, small parties were seen passing over
Sutton-on-the-Forest all day, heading northwest. Small parties ﬂew over
Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on the 28th with the largest
ﬂock being 250. Four were feeding with House Martins Delichon urbica
in Osbaldwick on the 31st.
A single ﬂock of 250 ﬂew southeast over Sutton-on-the-Forest on 1st
September while a large number was in Beningbrough village and on
the River Ouse nearby on the 2nd, including many juveniles, when 20
were over the Ouse at Riccall. All seemed to have gone from Osbaldwick
by the 5th but in New Earswick numbers in September were greater
than usual while several small parties were passing over Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory on the 9th with c.40 on the morning of the
10th and a similar number in the afternoon. Up to 60 were congregating
in Dunnington early in the month along with House Martins with both
species seeming to depart early this year. Small numbers were moving
south over Allerthorpe Gravel Pits all day on the 14th while on the 17th
counts consisted of 20 at Hagg Bridge and Thornton, 16 at Bielby
and 12 at Storwood. There were 40 at Laytham on the 20th when a
maximum of c.50 was noted along the Ouse between York and Naburn
as numbers built up prior to the return migration with c.30 on the 27th
being the last seen. A single bird was along New Walk, York on the 21st
when several were over ﬁelds near Fulford with 20 counted in Ampleforth
on the 25th. Three ﬂew south over Dunnington Common on 4th October
while one was at Mowthorpe near Stillington on the 5th when three were
seen ﬂying south over New Earswick. Ten were ﬂying west over Sand
Hutton CSL on the 6th with seven at Thornton Bridge on the 7th and
twelve feeding over the pond at the Central Science Laboratory on the
9th and 10th. Five were at Castle Howard on the 11th while the last of
the year were three juveniles at Stillington on the 27th (PB).
House Martin Delichon urbica
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
The ﬁrst birds were at Scarcroft Primary School, York (AB) and Skipwith
village on 18th April (DT) with two at Allerthorpe on the 19th. One was at
Ellerton on the 24th while in New Earswick the ﬁrst arrival was recorded
on the 27th, the earliest ever date for this site, with at least 25 present
the next day. The ﬁrst in Fulford and Strensall were on the 29th when the
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ﬁrst in Osbaldwick was also seen with many being present there by 19th
May. Huby’s ﬁrst report was ten on 30th April while 20 were in Rowntree
Park, York on 3rd May and 100+ were with other hirundines and Swifts
Apus apus over Castle Howard Lake on the 5th.
Two pairs were ﬁrst showing interest in nesting at Sim Balk Lane,
Bishopthorpe on the 20th with four nests eventually being built. Birds
were still gathering mud for nests at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on 5th
June and in an unadopted lane in Osbaldwick on the 15th. Twelve were
counted at Bank Island on the 8th while on the 17th, 30 at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington were observed mobbing a Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus as
well as a Magpie Pica pica. Up to 15 pairs nested around Rawcliffe
Lake and good numbers were seen over Clifton Ings with nesting also
recorded at Strensall and Swinton. There were 20 in Allerthorpe on 29th
June while 40 were counted around farm buildings in West Lilling village
on 27th July. The maximum count in the New Earswick area was 100 in
August and 30 were at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on the 18th. The last
young left their nests in Sim Balk Lane, Bishopthorpe on 28th August
with only two broods having been raised.
Around 200 passed over Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on
the 29th, heading southwest, while a large number was feeding with
Swallows Hirundo rustica on the River Ouse and in nearby Beningbrough
on 2nd September, with many juveniles. Then 50+ were over a garden in
Osbaldwick in the late afternoon of the 6th, not seen thereafter, but on
the same day young were heard calling from a nest elsewhere in York.
37 were congregating with Swallows Hirundo rustica in Dunnington in
September while small parties were moving south over Allerthorpe on the
14th. Four were at Thornton and the same number at East Cottingwith
on the 16th with a few at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in
September where a small ﬂock was with Swallows Hirundo rustica on
the 22nd while 50 were feeding over the woods west of Wheldrake Ings
on the 25th and several in Shipton-by-Beningbrough on the 27th. The
last birds in New Earswick were three passing through on 3rd October
after a sudden decline there at the end of September, a much earlier
departure than usual. One was at Middlethorpe Ings on the 4th with
two ﬂying around East Mount Road, York the following day being the
last (AB).
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Migrant breeder though numbers have declined recently
Two were singing at Strensall Common on 10th May (PRd) and birds
were seen calling and displaying at two sites at Yearsley Moor on the
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17th (MD): at the ﬁrst site a bird was doing a display ﬂight in the centre
of a logged area with possibly another bird later seen perched high in
conifers on the edge of that area; at the second site two birds were seen
displaying in a logged area below the old prefab hut with a third bird
(possibly a female) silent and perched in an adjacent shrub.
During the MOD bird survey of Strensall Common on the 25th, seven
birds were singing and another four also recorded. Birds were also reported
from Skipwith Common in May where three males were holding territory
on the 12th and one still singing there on 29th June (AB/NS) while the only
other report was of one at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling the previous day.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Resident and migrant breeder and passage migrant
Eight were at Duncombe Farm and four at Lilling Green on 4th
January with a single bird at Woodhouse Farm, Strensall on the 12th
while 20–30 were in a larger ﬂock of Pied Wagtails Motacilla alba in a
sheep-grazed turnip ﬁeld beside the Stillington road to the east of Huby
from the 21st–29th. There were 20 at Londesborough Lodge Farm,
Dunnington on 6th February and a ﬂock of c.20 was near High Gately,
Huttons Ambo on 18th March. Over ten were near the sewage works at
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Strensall Common on the 19th and small numbers were moving north
at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on the 19th and 20th with around 12 in
total. Six were counted at the former East Moor airﬁeld, Sutton-on-theForest on 14th April.
A pair was at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in April, the
ﬁrst record for the site while a nest containing four eggs was found at
Bubwith. During the MOD survey of Strensall Common on 25th May,
three birds were singing and another two also recorded while one
occupied territory was recorded at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling during an
RSPB survey.
Passage was noted through East Moor in early September, the
maximum being 120 on the 10th while 20 ﬂew west over the pond
at Sand Hutton CSL on the 4th with 200 at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on
the 21st. Two ﬂew west over East Mount Road, York on the 24th and
30 birds were ringed at North Dufﬁeld on 1st October. There was a
noticeable movement of birds down the River Ouse on 12th October
and a ﬂock of c.50 was in association with a much larger ﬂock of Pied
Wagtails in a recently harvested sugar beet ﬁeld beside the footpath
between Stillington Road, Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery on
16th November with c.20 in the same area on the 24th. Fifty were at
East Moor on 17th December.
Also reported from Brayton Barff and Mowthorpe and present in
‘good numbers’ on Clifton Ings all year.
Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant
One was feeding on ﬂoating debris at the edge of ﬂoods at North
Dufﬁeld Carrs on 9th January (EN) while another ﬂew over the pond at
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in March (SHBR). Two were
noted between Bubwith and Aughton on 28th November (per RS).
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta
Rare winter visitor and passage migrant
One was reported from the scrape in front of the Geoff Smith Hide at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 12th January (C&DJ).
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla ﬂava
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
The ﬁrst was at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 14th
April (PB) followed by others at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 19th, Sand
Hutton Central Science Laboratory pond on the 23rd, singing at Naburn
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Sewage Works on the 26th and on farmland at Acaster on the 30th.
One was near West Lilling on 5th May with two birds in a ﬁeld behind
the Swantail Hide at Wheldrake Ings on the 7th, three by the River Ouse
at Riccall the following day and a male by New Pond north of Terrington
on the 10th while ﬁve were in a potato ﬁeld at Barlby on the 12th and a
single ﬂew east over Sand Hutton CSL on 6th June, probably breeding
on cereal ﬁelds to the southwest. Seen at Brayton Barff, Riccall and
Wheldrake Ings in May and also Barlby where three were present on 2nd
June and ﬁve on 7th July.
Birds were seen collecting food at Limeﬁeld Farm and Londesborough
Farm (both Dunnington) on 5th June while a juvenile was at Sand Hutton
CSL on 11th August with four birds at Bank Island next day, a juvenile
at Naburn Sewage Works on the 16th and six birds feeding in ﬁelds at
Bishopthorpe on the 23rd. 33 birds were at Brownmoor Farm on the
27th feeding in a ploughed ﬁeld with 122 Pied Wagtails Motacilla alba.
One ﬂew south over East Mount Road, York on 1st September when a
juvenile was seen at Barlby where it was accompanied by an adult male
on the 4th. Five ﬂew south over East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest
on the 9th while two immature birds were among 57 Pied Wagtails at
Bootham Stray, York on the 10th and a male at the same location on the
13th and 14th. Single birds ﬂew over Sand Hutton CSL in September
with the last on the 16th. The ﬁnal record for the YOC recording area was
a single bird ﬂying south over East Moor on the 19th (PB).
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Resident breeder
Up to six were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn throughout the year with a male singing at Skeldergate Bridge,
York on 20th March. Single birds were present along the River Foss in
the ﬁrst three months of the year with a pair present throughout April
but no subsequent sightings made there until October. A single was
at Askham Bog on 5th January while two were in Rowntree Park, York
on the 11th and were also seen there in March. One was at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on 21st February with two along the Pocklington Canal next
day and another single by the pond at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory in March while one was seen together with six Pied Wagtails
Motacilla alba on the former East Moor airﬁeld at Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 14th April. Seven were counted beside a lake at The Oaks Golf
Course, Bubwith on the 17th with two near the Arboretum Lake and six
at the Great Lake (both Castle Howard) on 4th June. Another bird was in
a stream at Gilling on 21st July.
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A single was at Clifton Ings on 8th September with three or four then
seen regularly from the 16th to the year end. Other Singles were at
Welburn Sewage Treatment Plant on 13th September and at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits the next day while two were along New Walk, York on the
21st. Another single was beside the middle pond at Yearsley Moor on
the 26th and there were two more sightings from Sand Hutton CSL
during the month. One was at Rowntree Park, York on 26th October
with two along the River Ouse on 1st November while a female or ﬁrstwinter bird was present along the Foss in New Earswick from October to
the year end with another on the Foss near Old Earswick in December. A
single was at Rawcliffe Lake on the 10th with others at Clifton Park from
the 24th and at the sewage works at Strensall Common on the 30th.
Also seen on various dates at Castle Howard Lake in the latter part of
the year.
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Resident breeder
Twelve were at Duncombe Farm and one at Woodhouse Farm,
Strensall on 4th January with 100+ at Huby from the 21st–29th while
two were in Askham Bog on the 18th with 20+ at West Ness on 7th
February and 400 roosting at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on the 13th with birds still present there in March. Over 70 were at the
Barbican swimming pool, York on 25th March while 100+ were roosting
at Clifton Moor on 4th April. Three were mobbing a female Sparrowhawk
Accipiter nisus at Sand Hutton CSL on the 21st with an adult feeding
young in a nest on the 14th while other records from there consisted of
18 birds on the 29th and a juvenile on 5th June.
A total of 122 were at Brownmoor Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest with
33 Yellow Wagtails Motacilla ﬂava on 27th August while 60 were roosting
at Sand Hutton CSL on 1st October where numbers rose to 500 by
the end of November. Over 20 were in a ﬁeld near Bishopthorpe on 5th
October and congregations of 30–40 were on Bootham Stray, York from
August until November when numbers suddenly declined. A ﬂock of
150+ was associating with Meadow Pipits Anthus pratensis in a recently
harvested sugar beet ﬁeld near Huby on 16th November with c.100
in the same area on the 24th while there was a huge roost in York city
centre in November and December estimated at up to 2,500 birds.
Regularly seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn throughout the year with a maximum of c.20 on 16th August;
a male was singing on 15th March and a pair with two juveniles noted
at Naburn Sewage Works on 12th July. One or two birds were frequent
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visitors to a Strensall garden between May and December with reports
also from Clifton Ings. Widespread throughout the northern part of the
recording area.
Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Occasional winter visitor though more regular in recent years
One was at Askham Bog on 4th January while another was feeding
on rowan berries along Broadway, Fulford from the 6th to the 9th. Two
were at Rawcliffe Lake on the 15th and 28th with one still present on the
30th and four were in the Willow Bank area of New Earswick on the 20th
and 21st with two remaining on the 22nd but not seen thereafter. Six
were feeding on hawthorn berries at Bishopthorpe Ings on 1st February
while 13 were in Strensall on the 11th with 15 there next day and one
on 3rd March. 23 were at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on
13th February with 35 there on the 24th and smaller numbers left by
the month end. There were 32 in Foxwood on the 21st while one was
in Bishopthorpe Road, York on 9th March and a tight ﬂock of c.40 birds
ﬂew east low over the River Ouse at Bishopthorpe Bridge on the 15th.
Then 15 were seen feeding on cotoneaster berries in the garden of the
‘Six Bells’ pub, Strensall on the 30th with 31 there on 1st April and 20
the next day. There were 24 at Heworth Green, York on the 10th when
21 were found perched on TV aerials in Trinity Lane, York, this being a
mobile ﬂock seen in various locations around the city centre where they
remained until the 27th, the maximum count being 80 on the 23rd (AB
et al.). Nine ﬂew southeast over Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on the 12th.
Smaller winter ﬂocks were noted in November with eight around the
Acomb area of York being the ﬁrst (BLNE) and three in Selby on the 17th.
In December, three were seen in trees outside York Railway Museum on
the 1st while numbers in the Fulford Road/Fishergate area of York rose
to at least 17 by the 5th.
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Resident breeder throughout the area.
Widespread throughout the recording area. Notable records were
as follows: A total of 21 singing males was counted along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn on 15th March where ﬂedged juveniles
were ﬁrst noted on 5th July. Seventeen were counted on a walk in the
Terrington area on 10th May while birds with young were seen in an
Osbaldwick garden on 8th August and a single bird was seen regularly in
a Strensall garden all year where a pair attempted to nest in a tit box but
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deserted by 27th May leaving seven eggs. On 18th December, a male
made its way into one of the blocks at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory with several birds seen roosting nearby.
Dunnock Prunella modularis
Resident breeder throughout the area.
Widespread throughout the recording area. Heard in song at
Osbaldwick on 4th January, despite snow, with several singing there
by 4th February. Eight were counted along the cycle track between
Osbaldwick and Layerthorpe on the 26th with birds seen displaying
there on 14th March. Next day, 28 birds (25 singing) were counted along
the River Ouse between York and Naburn while six were singing in Hagg
Wood, Dunnington on 7th April and three were displaying near Low
Water, Terrington on 10th May with others heard singing in Osbaldwick
on 2nd December.
One to two were regularly seen in a Strensall garden all year with
another being a regular garden visitor in the winter.
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Resident breeder throughout the area
Resident along the River Ouse between York and Naburn with 27
birds counted (25 singing) on 15th March while one was heard singing
on 9th January and ﬂedged juveniles ﬁrst noted on 7th June.
Four were near Terrington on 5th January with two near Castle Howard
Lake on the 16th and at least ten around Strensall Common on the 23rd
while one was seen displaying along Osbaldwick cycle track on 14th
March. 13 were counted on a walk in the Terrington area on 10th May.
A pair was noted collecting food in a Strensall garden at the end of
April while another pair nested in an old teapot in a different Strensall
garden and ﬂedged two young while an immature bird was seen there
on 20th and 21st July. Breeding was also conﬁrmed at Brayton Barff.
Four were at Hagg Wood, Dunnington on 17th August and singing
recommenced in Osbaldwick after the summer moult by 1st September.
Six were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 24th October and birds were
present all year at New Earswick and Sand Hutton.
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
Very rare visitor
A presumed ﬁrst-winter male was found in the experimental ﬁeld plots
at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 12th February but had
gone the next day (SHBR).
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Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Migrant breeder and passage visitor
A female at Strensall Common on 18th April was presumably on
passage (PRd) while a ﬁrst-year bird was found in a hedge at the back of
the experimental ﬁeld plots at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on 15th August (SHBR).
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Casual migrant breeder and passage migrant
A female was on the hedge beside the footpath just north of Suttonon-the-Forest on 30th April (MD) and another was at East Moor near
Sutton-on-the-Forest on 17th September (PB).
Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Casual breeder and passage visitor
Wintering birds included three at North Dufﬁeld Carrs during January
with a female at East Cottingwith and a male at Riccall while an unsexed
bird was at Poppleton Moor on 3rd March and a female at Bootham
Stray on the 23rd.
Seen regularly in singles or pairs throughout most of the year on
Strensall Common where two pairs, one with two juveniles, were
recorded during the MOD bird survey there on 25th May. Later estimates
revealed that two pairs produced ﬁve young during the season.
A single bird was at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 17th December.
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Summer visitor
The ﬁrst spring passage bird was one at Haxby Road Farm on
26th March (NEBR) while a male was feeding in a ploughed ﬁeld near
Fulford Ings on 12th April. Two males and a female were on stubble at
Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on 14th April and a female of the Greenland
race leucorhoa was there on 13th May. A male was noted at Strensall
Common on 30th April with a female there on 24th May while one was
in the Barlby area on the 12th.
As usual, fewer birds were noted in the autumn but singles were seen
at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 3rd September (PB) and
around Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on the 19th (SHBR).
Blackbird Turdus merula
Resident breeder, winter visitor and migrant
In January, c.50 were counted around the Castle Howard estate on
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the 16th while up to ten were seen at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits and St
Nicholas Fields, York and birds were ﬁrst heard singing in Dunnington on
the 23rd and Strensall on the 29th. Another was singing by artiﬁcial light
in the centre of York on 11th February and again at dusk on the 25th
while the ﬁrst dawn chorus was heard in Osbaldwick on the 28th.
At Upper Poppleton 15–20 birds were seen between January and
April including one male with a white collar and numbers built up to 15
again in December with the same partial albino bird still present. Around
20 were counted on a walk in the Terrington area on 10th May when 16
were counted in a BBS square south of Naburn with 20 there on 22nd
June.
Breeding was recorded in a Strensall garden where ﬁve young ﬂedged
on 8th June while a male was seen carrying worms to a juvenile in
an Osbaldwick garden on the 5th where an adult was carrying seed,
presumably to young, on the 16th. Others were seen with food in
Dunnington and Heworth, York in June and breeding was also noted
at Brayton Barff. At Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory an albino
ﬂedgling was being fed on 8th May and was seen thereafter on other
dates. Up to 12 have been noted at this site during the year while song
was more or less ﬁnished by 22nd June in Osbaldwick.
In the autumn, birds were seen eating cotoneaster berries on a house
wall in Osbaldwick and it was noted that the berries furthest from the
back door were taken ﬁrst with birds presumably becoming bolder as
supplies decreased! At least 50 were along the Lime Avenues at Castle
Howard on 18th December.
Regular and common around Fulford Ings and Strensall all year and
at Rawcliffe Lake and Clifton Ings where a large inﬂux was noted in the
latter part of the year. At Huby birds were seen daily throughout the year
and were noted as being widespread throughout the northern part of
the recording area. In the New Earswick area there were maxima of 50
in January and 60 in May rising to 73 in November.
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Winter visitor
Large ﬂocks were present throughout the recording area in January
including 120 at Woodhouse Farm, Strensall on the 10th, at least 500 at
Wheldrake Ings on the 15th and 200 at Potteries Lane, Strensall on the
25th. One was recorded feeding on apples in a Bishopthorpe garden
on the 10th while 71 came in to roost with 17 Redwings Turdus iliacus
at Skipwith Common on the 21st. At least 100 were at West Ness on
7th February while a mixed ﬂock of at least 100 were with Redwings at
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Upper Poppleton between the 14th–25th. Other large counts consisted
of c.100 at Lilling Green Farm and c.200 at Lodge Field, East Lilling on
the 16th.
In the New Earswick area, numbers reached 200 in January which
was a record for that location but they declined to 60 in March and all
had departed by the 28th. Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington also held good
numbers with counts in the low hundreds reaching a maximum of 1,000
on 13th February while the last birds were seen there on 14th April.
During March, birds were seen at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford
Bridge where there were up to 250 on the 18th and south of Bishopthorpe
where there were 320 on the 15th with c.150 at Poppleton Moor and
110 at Skipwith Common on the 30th. Smaller ﬂocks were recorded
during the early part of the year at Clifton Ings, East Cottingwith, Gilling,
Melbourne and Thornton. A total of 110 was in a meadow at Towthorpe
on 13th April and on the following day 150 were with 40 Redwings at the
old East Moor airﬁeld, Sutton-on-the-Forest with two birds at Skipwith
Common on the 16th while the last were 40 still present at Clifton Ings
on the 20th (NS).
In the autumn, the ﬁrst were two seen in Heworth, York on 13th October
(BP) followed by birds at Allerthorpe Common on the 15th, 750 feeding
in bushes along the Pocklington Canal on the 16th, birds heard along the
Osbaldwick cycle track on the 17th and 47 ﬂying west at Castle Howard
on the 18th. Thereafter, numbers built up quickly with large ﬂocks of
220 over Dunnington Common on the 22nd and c.200 between York
and Naburn on the 26th with many smaller ﬂocks elsewhere including
Brayton Barff, Castle Howard, Haxby and Strensall.
In the New Earswick area, birds were recorded from 22nd October
where numbers peaked at a slightly higher than normal level by early
November at 50 birds and then remained fairly stable until the year end.
Several ﬂocks ﬂew southwest over Sand Hutton on 14th November and
100 were in a hedge there on 3rd December while 60 were at Terrington
on the 16th.
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident breeder but in decline in some areas
Resident along the River Ouse between York and Naburn with eight
singing birds on 15th February increasing to 20 by 1st March when 30
were counted in total while the ﬁrst ﬂedged juvenile was noted on 21st
May.
First heard singing in Osbaldwick on 5th January before three were
noted along the cycle track on the 24th with several singing there by 9th
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February and 20 by the 26th. Other birds reported singing in January
were at Sheriff Hutton on the 16th, Strensall on the 20th, Dunnington on
the 24th and Allerthorpe Gravel Pits the same day.
A ﬂedgling was seen in Fulford on 12th April while an adult was observed
carrying nesting material into a bush in a Strensall garden on 16th April
and was later noted sitting on eggs until the nest was destroyed by a
predator in early May. A pair was seen at the YWT reserve at Strensall
Common on the 15th while three were on the Common itself on the 24th
and a young bird seen with a parent on 25th July in Osbaldwick. In the
New Earswick area, the resident population seemed fairly stable with
around ﬁve or six pairs present and further evidence of breeding was
noted at Brayton Barff and Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory.
Sightings were regular in Upper Poppleton from January to September
and occasional in Bishopthorpe in the early part of the year while there
were no obvious signs of winter visitors in the New Earswick area this
year. Also present all year at Clifton Ings and Rawcliffe Lake with ‘good
numbers’ at the former site while in Huby birds were seen on most days
throughout the year and were noted as being widespread throughout
the northern part of the recording area. Birds were also noted in the
Terrington area.

Redwing Turdus iliacus
Winter visitor
Flocks of 50 were counted at Huby on 3rd January, Woodhouse
Farm, Strensall on the 10th and over Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory on the 28th while in the New Earswick area a record number
of 225 was seen in January with good numbers remaining into March.
Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington also held good numbers with counts in the
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low hundreds in the early part of the year reaching a maximum of 200
on 13th February while the last birds were seen there on 1st April. Other
large ﬂocks at this time were noted at Dunnington and Hendwick Hall
Farm, Stamford Bridge. At Strensall Common, 20 were present on 1st
February with the same number at Grange Farm, Haxby on the 21st and
50 in the Bishopthorpe area on the 22nd.
During March, c.200 were in trees between Naburn and Bishopthorpe
on the 1st with many birds subsinging while up to 300 were counted at
Clifton Ings on the 6th, 300 at Strensall on the 11th and 12 at Skipwith
Common on the 16th. 40 were mixed with 150 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
at the old East Moor airﬁeld, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 14th April with the
last report being 12 at Skipwith Common on the 16th (DT).
The ﬁrst of the autumn were two ﬂying over East Moor near Suttonon-the-Forest on 30th September (per PB) followed by some birds
heard overhead at dawn and dusk in Osbaldwick on 13th October and
seen along the Osbaldwick cycle track on the 15th. Birds were present
in the New Earswick area from the 18th where 45 was higher than the
normal count for October and 30 recorded in November was also more
than usual. About 50 were counted along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn on 26th October when a ‘large number’ was reported at
Bank Island with four birds seen in the company of four Fieldfares near
Strensall on the same date. Finally 20 were feeding under trees at the
edge of Skipwith Common on 30th December.
Present at Clifton Ings during the winter months and also seen at
Brayton Barff.
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident breeder and winter visitor
Brief morning song was heard at Riccall on 12th January while one
was heard singing in Osbaldwick on 5th February, again on 5th March
and regularly thereafter with singing birds also noted at Sheriff Hutton
and Strensall on 16th February. Two birds were near Coneysthorpe on
16th January and another two at Strensall Common on 18th April with
singles there on 24th May and 30th December while at least two were
regular at the YWT reserve in the same area during the year where a pair
with three juveniles was seen on 25th and 30th June.
Seen at Castle Howard in April, June and October while at Clifton Ings
and Huby birds were seen daily throughout the year and were noted
as widespread throughout the northern part of the recording area. Two
were counted in a BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May with one
there on 22nd June.
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A post-breeding ﬂock of at least 20 birds was present at Clifton Ings
from 3rd July into early August with 11 (including juveniles) in Huby
on 5th July and 12 there on 18th August, ten at Sand Hutton Central
Science Laboratory on 9th September and 22 in Huntington on the 16th
while a ﬂock of 30 was over Bishopthorpe Palace on the 20th. Sixteen
were roosting on Dunnington Common in July with 30 in a pear tree
there on 24th August. Also recorded as breeding at Brayton Barff and
Dunnington.
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Scarce migrant breeder
One, possibly two, birds were ‘reeling’ at Yearsley Moor at about 22:00
on 4th June and at least two were at the same location the following
night with one still present on 14th June (MD/PRd).
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
The earliest arrivals were four birds singing at Wheldrake Ings on 16th
April (DT) followed by singing birds at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 19th
and at pools on Strensall Common on the 30th while a silent individual
was seen well at Fulford Ings on the 20th. Birds were noted by the lake at
Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 1st May with others present
there on 14th and 28th August.
Also recorded at Ellerton on 17th June and Skipwith Common on the
26th while one was feeding young in a nest at Hagg Bridge on the 27th.
Only a disappointing one to two were present at Fulford Ings during May
although nine were counted between the Bailey Bridge and Swantail
Hide at Wheldrake Ings on 25th May and others frequently noted at this
site during the rest of the month.
A single bird was by the River Ouse at Riccall on 1st September and
the last was at Thornton on the 17th (BP).
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
One was heard singing in reeds at pools on Strensall Common on
18th and 30th April and again on 24th May (PRd) while one sang brieﬂy
by the Swantail Hide at Wheldrake Ings on 24th April. Birds were also
calling from reeds near the start of the footpath at Castle Howard Lake
on 5th May and were noted as being ‘common’ in the reeds between
the Pool and Swantail hides at Wheldrake Ings on the 7th. Three were
also recorded at Wheldrake Ings on the 25th and at North Dufﬁeld Carrs
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on the 20th while two males were singing by the River Ouse at Riccall
on 2nd June.
‘Good numbers’ were noted along the Pocklington Canal on 16th
August and birds were also seen at Hagg Bridge on 27th June.
Up to eight pairs were present at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits by 14th
June while at Skipwith Common a maximum of six birds was present
on 17th August with one still present there on 15th September (per
PB).
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Migrant breeder
Single birds were seen at Bishopthorpe on 26th April (AB), Osbaldwick
cycle track on the 27th and Fulford from the 29th. Later singles were
seen or heard at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 7th May
and 13th June, in a roadside hedge between Terrington and Hovingham
on 10th May, at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on the 18th and Clifton Ings
on the 29th.
Despite thorough searching, none were found in the New Earswick
area this year but birds were thought to have bred at Brayton Barff. Also
noted along the River Ouse in July while a juvenile frequented Fulford
Ings from 2nd–16th August with possibly the same bird noted there on
6th September.
The last was at Hassacarr NR, Dunnington on 24th September
(T&VW).
Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Migrant breeder
The ﬁrst were four singing in the Fulford Ings area from 17th April (AB)
followed by singles in a Bishopthorpe garden on the 18th as well as
Thornton while two birds were at Bootham Stray on the 22nd. A male
was singing near Nunnington on the 26th and also near Huby with a pair,
two singing males and others displaying between Huby and Sutton-onthe-Forest on 30th April.
During May, birds were seen or heard at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory on the 6th, Bank Island on the 7th (two), along the River
Derwent at Wheldrake Ings the same day, in the New Earswick area (14)
and Terrington area (three) on the 10th and three at Lodge Field Farm,
Gilling on the 18th. A minimum of six birds was counted along a 1 km
stretch of road near Huby on the 31st with another two birds in Cass
Wood, Huby the same day while two were also seen in the same area
on 5th July and 20th August.
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Three were at St Nicholas Fields, York on 3rd June and four were near
Riccall on the 14th with singles singing at Hagg Wood and Limeﬁeld
Farm (both Dunnington) and Sand Hutton CSL during the month while
22 birds, including juveniles, were counted along the River Ouse between
York and Naburn on the 13th.
Breeding was noted in several locations including Allerthorpe Gravel
Pits, Bootham Stray, Kettlestring Farm, Riverside Environmental Park
(York) and Triangle Meadow (New Earswick) although at least one
breeding site from the previous year was not occupied this year. The
last bird in the New Earswick area was seen on 24th August.
Seen occasionally along the Osbaldwick cycle track during the
summer and at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest and is known to
have bred at Brayton Barff; however it was a poor year at Clifton Ings
where only two pairs were present.
The last was a ﬁrst-winter at Fulford Ings on 20th September (AB).
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Migrant breeder
One was singing near Rowntree Park, York on 29th April (AB) with
others in woodland at Acaster on the 30th and Sand Hutton Central
Science Laboratory on 6th May. Up to ﬁve singing birds were noted along
the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings during May while two were singing in
the Terrington area on the 10th with another two near Huby on the 31st. A
pair was beside the bottom pond at Yearsley Moor and four others located
near the wood entrance on 17th May with singles also noted at Cass
Wood (Huby), Slingsby Banks Wood and Wass Wood during the month.
One was singing by the River Ouse at Riccall on the 2nd while up
to four were noted at Wheldrake Ings on the 4th and the species was
understood to have bred at Brayton Barff.
A single was at Skipwith on 26th July and three or four possible
juveniles beside Castle Howard Lake on 25th September (MD).
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Migrant breeder with some birds overwintering
Wintering birds were noted at Poppleton on 4th January, at
Bishopthorpe on the 25th, Fulford (a pair) on the 26th and Foxwood
on 26th February while a presumed migrant was singing in Riccall on
12th March (DT) followed by others in York city centre on the 26th and
Fireman’s Leap, New Earswick on the 30th.
In April, two were at Clifton Bridge, York on the 4th, one at St Nicholas
Fields, York on the 10th and males noted at Fulford and the Old Sewage
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Works Woods, New Earswick on the 12th when two males and a female
were in Old Foss Woods, New Earswick with others in Strensall on the 14th
and Dunnington on the 15th while ten were singing along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn by the 17th, peaking at 12 on 13th June.
Two birds were at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on 27th April with three
along the Osbaldwick cycle track the same day where the last were
noted on 16th July. Also seen beside Castle Howard Lake on 5th May
while a single and a pair were at Wheldrake Ings on the 7th with eight
singing in the Terrington area on the 10th and two at Yearsley Moor
on the 17th when birds were at Hagg Wood, Dunnington. Others were
again noted at Castle Howard on the 26th and at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits
on various dates throughout the month. On 6th May, males were singing
at Bootham Stray and the Joseph Rowntree Trust and Sessions nature
reserves in New Earswick while breeding was conﬁrmed in two locations
close to Huntington Church and was strongly suspected elsewhere in
the New Earswick area. A male was at Rawcliffe Lake from early May
throughout the summer though no breeding was proved. At Clifton
Ings four to ﬁve pairs were noted but this was again a poor year for the
species. Also bred at Brayton Barff.
During late August and September birds were feeding on elderberries
at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory with the last seen there on
29th September (SHBR) while a wintering bird was seen at Rawcliffe
Lake on 10th December.
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Migrant breeder and passage migrant with some birds overwintering
The ﬁrst of the year was one at Copmanthorpe on 11th March (YOC
website) followed by others at Bishopthorpe on the 12th, Clifton Ings
on the 14th and Fulford Ings on the 15th with one ﬂycatching in a
Micklegate, York garden on the 17th and two at Rawcliffe Lake next
day. Also on the 18th, birds were noted at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory, St Nicholas Fields and Riverside Environmental Park (both
York) with an increase at the latter site to eight by the 23rd. Other
March records consisted of birds at Rawcliffe Meadows and Strensall
Common from the 19th, ten at Yearsley Moor on the 20th when one
was singing at Clifton and singles at High Kilburn, Kilburn, Oldstead
and Snape Wood, Allerthorpe on the 23rd, Osbaldwick on the 27th
and Poppleton Moor on the 30th by which time up to six were on
Skipwith Common.
By April birds were widespread with 12 singing along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn from the 17th and six in Blackdale Plantation,
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Coulton Moor on the 21st. 14 were singing in the Terrington area on
10th May while birds were also reported from Allerthorpe, Dunnington,
Heworth (York) and Moreby (Naburn).
There were fewer breeding records in the New Earswick area this
year though two territories were held at Rawcliffe Meadows well into
July suggesting breeding there. A pair was at Brecks Lane, Strensall in
mid-May while a pair with three young was seen there on 17th July. Also
bred at Brayton Barff and two to three pairs at Clifton Ings throughout
the summer would also be assumed to have bred. Others were noted
in the breeding season at Cass Wood (Huby), Castle Howard, Fulford
Ings (ﬁrst ﬂedged juveniles noted on 13th June), Riccall, Wass Wood,
Wheldrake Ings and Upper Poppleton.
A number of late singing birds were present in the New Earswick
area from late August to mid-September while nine birds were in a
mixed ﬂock of tits and warblers in elder bushes at Sand Hutton on 8th
September. At least ten were along the Ouse between York and Naburn
on the 6th with seven still there on the 20th and singles were at Skipwith
Common on the 15th, St Nicholas Fields, York on the 17th and Sand
Hutton CSL on the 23rd with two at Wheldrake Ings on the 25th and
others near Huby on the 27th, in a Riccall garden on the 28th and in
Fulford on the 29th.
One was at Bishopthorpe on 4th October with four along the Ouse
between York and Naburn next day and one was still present there on
the 12th while stragglers were seen between 10th and 19th November
outside the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR, New Earswick (NEBR) and in
Dringhouses, York on the 11th. A presumed overwintering bird was at
Haymarket car park in York on 23rd December.
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Migrant breeder and passage migrant
Skipwith Common held the ﬁrst bird of the spring on 30th March (DT)
followed by six at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 6th April and others at Hagg
Wood, Dunnington on the 7th, Tang Hall, York and Triangle Meadow,
New Earswick on the 14th, Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on the
15th and four in St Nicholas Fields, York on the 16th.
Thirteen singing birds were noted along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn on 17th April increasing to 17 by the 26th (ﬁrst ﬂedged juvenile
noted on 13th June) while two were singing at Strensall Common on the
18th with four in Blackdale Plantation, Coulton Moor on the 21st.
Four were present in the New Earswick area by the end of April with
at least six singing males there on 10th May when six were singing in the
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Terrington area while birds were noted as being abundant at Wheldrake
Ings on the 7th and 25th and throughout Yearsley Moor on the 17th and
24th.
Frequently recorded at Strensall Common during the summer with
birds breeding at Brayton Barff and almost certainly at Bootham Stray
and Riverside Environmental Park (both York) and the Joseph Rowntree
Trust NR and Triangle Meadow (both New Earswick). Two pairs bred
again at Rawcliffe Lake but a poor year reported at Clifton Ings while a
juvenile seen between Huby and Sutton-on-the-Forest on 20th August
was the last (MD).
Also recorded at Allerthorpe, Cass Wood (Huby), Castle Howard,
Dunnington, Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory, Thornton and
Wass Wood during the year.
Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Resident breeder and winter visitor
Ten were counted in ﬁr trees near Strensall Common on 5th January
with ﬁve there on 7th December while there were many sightings in the
New Earswick reserves during the year with a lull in the summer but a
larger than normal increase in sightings in November and December. Up
to ﬁve birds were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn in the ﬁrst half of the year with singing noted from 15th February.
An autumn inﬂux produced counts of up to ten with a similar number
recorded in Askham Bog on 7th December. Also seen on Clifton Ings
and Strensall Common most of the year with a few birds at Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory during the autumn and winter.
Bred at Brayton Barff with birds also reported from Allerthorpe, Bank
Island, Bishopthorpe, Castle Howard, Rowntree Park (York), Skipwith,
Terrington, Wass Wood and Yearsley Moor.
Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus
Rare visitor
The bird from 2002 was still present in the area between Lock Cottage
and the Link Road, New Earswick throughout January and was last seen
on 1st February (NEBR).
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Migrant breeder and passage visitor
The ﬁrst bird was at Huby on 3rd May (MD) while one was in Thurtle
Wood near Terrington on the 10th with another at Clifton Ings on the
17th and three at one location in Wass Wood on the 24th. A singing
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bird was at Bishopthorpe Palace next day – a traditional breeding site
– though no birds were recorded there during the rest of the year.
One pair was noted at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on
6th June with a single bird at the YWT reserve at Strensall Common on
the 15th and two in a hotel garden in Skeldergate, York on the 22nd with
a further two birds feasting on ﬂies at the bridge over the River Rye at
Nunnington Hall on the 19th.
A pair nested in an ornamental hanging bird feeder in a Flaxton garden
and ﬂedged two young on 30th June and another pair bred in a garden
at Huby with four young ﬂedged in mid-June. A pair was noted in the
Fulford Ings/Middlethorpe Ings area in June and July with at least two
young ﬂedged. Also noted as breeding at Brayton Barff but there were
no sightings in the New Earswick area although ten nest boxes have
been erected there to attract the species.
A bird was at the entrance to the reserve at Wheldrake Ings on 4th
July (being independent, no doubt!) with another in Howsham Wood
on 29th July when at least four were near Pocklington airﬁeld and at
least two still present there in mid-August. A small autumn passage was
observed at Clifton Ings with one bird on 7th August, several on the 28th
including a family party feeding young and two on 8th September with
one remaining until the 16th (NS) while another was at Poppleton Moor
on the 7th.
Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Casual migrant breeder/passage visitor
A female observed ﬂycatching (as they do!) in trees along the riverbank
at Wheldrake Ings on 1st May (DS) was the only report for the year but
was the ﬁrst record of this species in our area since 1996.
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Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Resident breeder
‘Good numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all year and birds were
seen occasionally at Rawcliffe Lake throughout the year. Common in the
New Earswick area with a maximum count of 30 in August and numbers
appeared to be stable for the third year running. Seen frequently on Strensall
Common with a maximum count of 21 there on 23rd November with parties
noted occasionally in a garden in Strensall village during the year.
Noted as being ‘common’ at Yearsley Moor on 4th January with a
party in a Huby garden on the 6th while ten were at Middlethorpe and 12
at Clifton Moor on the 10th. About 50 were in Askham Bog on the 18th
with 31 counted in a mixed ﬂock of small birds at Skipwith Common
on the 21st. A party was again in a Huby garden on 2nd February with
the species reported to be ‘common’ in woods beside ponds at Pond
Head Farm, Oulston on the 8th while 14 were near the sewage works
at Strensall Common on the 16th. At least ten were in woods just north
of Welburn on 13th March while a pair was nest building at Skipwith
Common on the 19th, a party was at Yearsley Moor on the 20th and six
birds were to the west of Beckside Farm, Oldstead on the 23rd.
Two were seen in the Arboretum at Castle Howard on 30th April with
up to ﬁve in the Terrington area on 10th May and six counted during the
RSPB ﬁeld trip to Fulford Ings on 6th June while ten were present in a
Bishopthorpe garden on 23rd July and a party of at least ten were with
other tits in a Huby garden on 24th September. Several parties were at
Yearsley Moor on the 26th with a party of at least ten in trees beside the
River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings on the 30th.
In October, nine birds were seen at Poppleton Moor on the 4th with
50+ along the River Ouse between York and Naburn on the 12th and
18 at Moorlands YWT Reserve, Wigginton on the 29th while ten were
at Skipwith Common on 9th November and several parties of 10–20
birds at Yearsley Moor on the 27th. Ten were counted at Sutton Grange
Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 6th December while 28 were counted at
Skipwith Common next day, a party of 20+ at West Ness and another
party in trees beside the River Rye west of Nunnington on the 12th, two
to three family parties around the Castle Howard estate on the 18th and
up to 20 birds in a Huby garden on the 30th.
Marsh Tit Parus palustris
Resident breeder
Two were seen near Welburn on 4th January and the species was
described as being ‘common’ at Yearsley Moor on the same date. Three
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were in woodland above Coneysthorpe on the 16th while about ﬁve were
seen in Askham Bog on the 18th with small numbers noted at Strensall
Common on the 22nd and several small parties at Yearsley Moor on the
27th.Two were at Castle Howard Lake on 2nd February and small numbers
at Yearsley Moor on the 4th and in woods beside ponds at Pond Head
Farm, Oulston on the 8th with three at Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe on the
12th. One was heard calling at Skipwith Common on the 15th while two
pairs were seen on the YWT reserve at Strensall Common on the 18th.
One was in song at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on
6th March and small numbers at Yearsley Moor on the 20th with two
at Castle Howard Lake on 5th May and a single in South Wood near
Terrington on the 10th.
Later in the year, one was in a Bishopthorpe garden on 2nd September
with one calling by the River Derwent at Wheldrake Ings on the 25th, ﬁve
at Skipwith Common on 9th November and three there on the 29th. One
was at Frog Hall, Allerthorpe Common on the 15th with birds reported as
being ‘common’ at Yearsley Moor on the 27th.
Willow Tit Parus montanus
Resident breeder
A single bird was with a mixed ﬂock of small birds at Skipwith Common
on 3rd and 27th January as well as 6th February while one to two were
seen at Hassacarr NR, Dunnington during the ﬁrst two months of the
year. Five were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 12th January with an adult
seen feeding a juvenile there on 31st May while a single was noted at
Brayton Barff on 1st June – the species is rarely seen there nowadays.
Up to three were at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in the
second half of the year while twos were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on
24th October, Skipwith Common on 9th and 29th November and north
of Barmby Moor on the 21st. Singles were seen several times close to
Canal Head, Pocklington from August to the end of the year while two
were in the Lime Avenue at Castle Howard on 18th December.
Coal Tit Parus ater
Resident breeder
Fairly widespread throughout the recording area and seen regularly
around Huby, Osbaldwick, Strensall and Upper Poppleton. Small
numbers were present on Clifton Ings all year and the species was
described as being ‘common’ at Strensall Common and Yearsley Moor
in the early part of the year. Regularly seen or heard along the River Ouse
between York and Naburn throughout the year with a maximum of nine
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on 27th September while up to ﬁve were noted in Askham Bog during
January and December. One or two visited a Strensall Common garden
all year where a pair was observed carrying food during May.
One was singing in Rowntree Park, York on 19th January with birds
reported as being ‘common’ in woods beside ponds at Pond Head
Farm, Oulston on 8th February and in Wass Wood on 24th May. Another
singing bird was noted in Fryton Woods near Terrington on 10th May
while three juveniles were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 5th July. At least
ﬁve birds were with a party of Long-tailed Tits Aegithalos caudatus in
trees beside the River Rye west of Nunnington on 12th December with
20+ in a mixed tit ﬂock at Strensall Common on the 31st.
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Resident breeder
‘Good numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all year with ﬁve to
six pairs present at Rawcliffe Lake while six were near Castle Howard
Lake on 16th January when 12 were on the ridge above Coneysthorpe.
Singles and pairs were recorded in all suitable habitats between Sheriff
Hutton and Strensall on 16th February while six attended the Arboretum
feeding station at Castle Howard on 30th April and 11th June with the
same number in a BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May when 13
were seen on a walk in the Terrington area.
Nesting activity was noted in Fulford on 3rd April with nest building
noted at Allerthorpe on the 5th while six pairs bred in nest boxes at
the Old Gravel Workings nearby where the ﬁrst eggs were laid on the
12th and in total 54 eggs were laid with an average clutch size of nine;
48 young survived to ﬂedging and the average brood size was eight.
Seven pairs used nestboxes at Brayton Barff and the average clutch size
there was seven. One to three visited a Strensall garden regularly all year
where the ﬁrst juvenile was noted on 25th July.
Described as ‘common’ around Huby, Oulston, Strensall, Wass and
Yearsley Moor. It was the commonest resident bird around New Earswick
with over 300 different individuals having been ringed in just two years in
a patch covering about 1.5% of the total area recorded, yet in this and
many other areas only a tiny proportion of birds are seen to carry rings. At a
conservative estimate the total population must number in excess of 2,000.
Great Tit Parus major
Resident breeder
‘Good numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all year with three
pairs present at Rawcliffe Lake. One or two visited a Strensall garden
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occasionally during the year with the ﬁrst juvenile noted there in July.
Three were near the Geoff Smith Hide at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 12th
January with four near Castle Howard Lake on the 16th when three
were on the ridge above Coneysthorpe. One was in song at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on the 19th with another in song at Londesborough Lodge
Farm, Dunnington on the 22nd while a ﬂock of 11 birds was at Skipwith
Common on the 27th. Singles and pairs were noted in all suitable habitats
between Sheriff Hutton and Strensall on 16th February while three birds
were counted at the Arboretum feeding station, Castle Howard on 30th
April with six there on 6th June and ﬁve in a BBS square south of Naburn
on 10th May when three were singing in the Terrington area.
At Allerthorpe Gravel Pits, four pairs used nest boxes but all pairs
failed with their ﬁrst clutches though two laid replacement clutches, one
of which failed. In total, 36 eggs were laid with an average clutch size of
six but only six young survived to ﬂedging. A common and widespread
breeder in the New Earswick area, second only to Blue Tit Parus
caeruleus and House Sparrow Passer domesticus. At Brayton Barff, 11
pairs used nestboxes and the average clutch size was six.
Seen daily around Huby throughout the year where a pair nested in a
garden nestbox. Common around Oulston, Strensall and Yearsley Moor.
Ten birds were at Froghall, Allerthorpe Common on 9th November.
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Nuthatch Sitta europaea
Resident breeder
Singles were near Castle Howard Lake and on the ridge above
Coneysthorpe on 16th January while one was again noted at Castle
Howard on 23rd February with two pairs seen nesting near the Arboretum
feeding station there on 30th April. These birds were seen again on 11th
June feeding young while a single bird was at Wass Wood on 24th May.
This species was a welcome sight near Bishopthorpe Palace in August
(this is a former breeding area) and one was in the grounds of the Palace
on 6th September.
Birds were also noted at Copmanthorpe and Fulford Ings in November
and one was again noted at Bishopthorpe on 27th December with possibly
the same bird in a garden down Sim Balk Lane there the same day.
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Resident breeder
Present on Clifton Ings all year while up to four were noted along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year with singing ﬁrst heard
on 29th March. An adult carrying food was seen on 17th may and a family
party observed in the Fulford area on 20th June. In the New Earswick area,
birds were seen in the nature reserves and in woodland along the River
Foss with up to three noted in a day while an increase in the frequency of
sightings from late summer suggested a successful breeding season.
The highest counts reported in the YOC recording area were ﬁve
Askham Bog on 18th January and 7th December with the same number
at Brayton Barff on 25th February where breeding was again reported.
Elsewhere, one or two birds were reported from Allerthorpe Common,
Castle Howard, Huby, Nunnington, Strensall, Sutton-on-the-Forest,
Welburn, Wheldrake Ings and Yearsley Moor.
Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Regular sightings came from Strensall with a maximum of four birds
present on 25th May. In the ﬁrst half of the year birds were also reported
from Askham Bog, Scackleton, Wass and Welburn while breeding was
recorded at Brayton Barff.
Autumn saw a large inﬂux of this species into the country, with many
coming in off the sea along the Yorkshire coast. A subsequent increase
in sightings, often in areas not usually associated with this species,
suggests that many stayed in Yorkshire and this year’s sightings may
relate to some of these visitors.
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One ﬂew east over Danesmead Copse, Fulford on 20th September
with up to three subsequently seen along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn during the rest of the year while another turned up at Clifton
Ings on the 26th with two present from 27th November to the year
end. Also, a single bird ﬂew west over East Mount Road, York on 29th
September and several were at Bank Island on 26th October with three
birds at Wheldrake Ings on 29th November.
In the New Earswick area, at least one bird was seen near Hartrigg
Oaks on 4th November while two were found in Triangle Meadow on the
6th and stayed around that area, occasionally using the nearby nature
reserves, until the 11th. On 28th December, what were presumably the
same two birds were seen in the Old Sewage Works Wood and were still
present on the last day of the year. These constituted the ﬁrst records for
the New Earswick area since November 2001.
Two were at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory on 1st October
but the highest count was ﬁve at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 30th September and birds were heard calling from different locations
at Strensall Common on 3rd December and at Yearsley Moor on the
5th.
Sightings were also reported from Ampleforth, Castle Howard, Fulford,
Osbaldwick, Rawcliffe Ings, Skipwith Common and York itself.
Magpie Pica pica
Resident breeder
Seen daily around Huby and Strensall throughout the year. ‘Good
numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all year with three to four birds
at Rawcliffe Lake. Resident along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn with a maximum of c.30 counted on 13th December
A common and widespread bird around New Earswick, found in all
months of the year, with large numbers using the two nature reserves
to roost especially in the winter. Observations suggest this species is on
the increase in the area.
A pair was nest prospecting at York College on 14th January while
eight birds were at Hendwick Hall Farm, Stamford Bridge on 11th
February and nine there on 18th March. Five were in Rowntree Park,
York on 10th July and breeding was noted at Brayton Barff.
Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Resident breeder
A regular visitor in good numbers to Clifton Ings throughout the year.
Regular also around the Castle Howard estate, Easingwold, Nunnington
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and Sutton-on-the-Forest throughout the year and becoming a regular
sight around Huby with birds seen from time to time in Osbaldwick.
Ten were counted at Bank Island on 3rd February while birds with
nesting material were noted in Fulford on 2nd April.
A common bird and generally on the increase in the New Earswick
area with large numbers being regularly seen in the agricultural areas
and smaller numbers in local gardens and on roof tops. The largest
count was of c.200 in ﬁelds south of Bishopthorpe on 16th August while
the species was prominent on Bootham Stray with ﬂocks in excess of
150 from September onwards.
Rook Corvus frugilegus
Resident breeder
Can be seen daily around Huby throughout the year and widespread
throughout the northern part of the recording area. Common in the agricultural
areas around New Earswick, although counts rarely exceeded 100.
Thirty or more birds were present at Clifton Ings all year with three
large ﬂocks still present along the A1079 between Dunnington and
Barmby Moor. The largest ﬂocks reported were 200+ seen over ﬁelds
near Brecks Lane, Strensall on 9th February and 200 near Brownmoor
Farm, Sutton-on-the-Forest on 26th August.
A series of rookery counts on 3rd May produced the following totals:
Bossall
17
nests
Near Paradise Farm, Bossall
73
nests
Harton Lodge Farm
16
nests
Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington
60
nests
Kexby
65
nests
Holtby
81
nests
Lodge Farm, Dunnington
6
nests
Dodsworth Wood
33
nests
near White Carr Farm, Kexby
46
nests
A1036 near Knavesmire, York
13
nests
Stamford Bridge
16
nests
Buttercrambe Moor Wood
35
nests
Aldby Park, Buttercrambe
20
nests
Full Sutton
147
nests
Fangfoss
185
nests
Bolton
10
nests
A1079 near Allerthorpe
30
nests
Murton
60+ nests
near Kexby Stray Farm, Elvington 118
nests.
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Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Resident breeder.
Can be seen daily around Huby throughout the year and widespread
throughout the northern part of the recording area. Regular on Strensall
Common throughout the year. A recovery in numbers was noted around
New Earswick after last year’s decline and ‘good numbers’ were present
on Clifton Ings all year with a count of 150+ on the freshly cut grass on
24th July while also up to six birds were resident at Rawcliffe Lake. 40
were counted along the southern edge of Skipwith Common on 24th
January with 42 counted there on 15th May while a ﬂock of 46 was at
the Knavesmire, York on 25th February and 15 birds noted at Lodge
Farm, Sheriff Hutton on 9th March. Meanwhile, 50 were feeding in a
stubble ﬁeld at Middlethorpe Ings on 23rd August.
A pair nested near the BT Depot in Strensall while a partial albino was
seen 1 km east of Huby on 23rd September.
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident breeder and winter visitor.
Can be seen daily around Huby throughout the year and widespread
throughout the northern part of the recording area. Abundant and
widespread throughout the New Earswick area and against the national
trend no decline in numbers was evident. Present all year at Rawcliffe
Lake and also seen regularly throughout the year on Clifton Ings. Two
eggs found at Bishopthorpe on 16th January were unusual...
The largest ﬂocks reported were c.1000 gathering to roost in large
conifers at Dean’s Garden Centre, York during January, 400 in ﬁelds near
Earswick Grange on 14th January, 200 at Dunnington on the 27th, 100
near Strensall on 1st March, 200+ in ﬁelds south of Bishopthorpe on
20th September and 400 in the Kingsway West/Hob Moor area of York
in the autumn.
Numerous reports of up to 50 birds feeding in and around gardens
were received and described as the commonest bird in Osbaldwick
where a juvenile was in a garden on 22nd May with four juveniles in a
Strensall garden on the 27th.
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Resident breeder
Up to 40 were present all year at Rawcliffe Lake with a similar number
visiting a Strensall garden where four juveniles were noted on 27th May.
Can be seen daily around Huby throughout the year and widespread
throughout the northern part of the recording area. Very common and
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widespread in the New Earswick area, especially near human habitation;
the maximum count of 130 in May gives no real indication of the true
population in the area which is possibly second only to Blue Tit Parus
caeruleus. A drop in numbers was noted in an Osbaldwick garden this
year although this species is still one of the most numerous visitors to
the feeders.
Thirty-ﬁve birds were at Dunnington Common on 4th January, 20 at
Prospect Farm near Terrington on the 5th, 40 at Storwood on the 14th
and up to 20 in a Strensall garden during the month while counts in a
Poppleton garden were 25 on the 26th, 30 on 25th August and 40 two
days later. 30+ were at High Stittenham on 17th March.
Birds with nesting material were noted in Fulford on 23rd March while
two pairs bred in a ‘semi-detached’ nestbox in Strensall during the
summer with a single seen beside the Castle Howard Lake on 11th June.
Counts of 30 were made at Flaxton and 15 at Tollerton on 28th August
while a ﬂock of 100 was at Gracious Street, Huby on the 18th with 22
counted in a hedgerow at Nunnington village on 4th December.
Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Resident breeder
Has returned to being seen most days in the Huby area and again
regular within the northern part of the recording area. The maximum
monthly total in the New Earswick area was 20 in August. The wintering
population at Chestnut Grove was once again present with a maximum
of 12 birds being about normal as was the date of 4th April for the
last sighting. Birds were seen to return in October with nine there on
the 22nd but subsequently numbers were well down on previous years
with a maximum of four in November and only three at the year end.
Elsewhere, a pleasing increase in sightings was noted with birds seen
regularly at Bootham Stray, Hartrigg Oaks and Kettlestring Farm. Birds
were seen mating at Kettlestring on 11th May and adults were feeding
young nearby on 1st July with a ﬂock of at least 20 seen around Bootham
Stray during August. Previously it was thought that the overwintering
birds at Chestnut Grove were from Bootham Stray and Kettlestring
Farm, so it was a little surprising to see such low numbers there after
an apparently successful breeding season at these last two sites. At
Upper Poppleton up to 12 birds were resident from January to the end
of June. Three returned in October and were then seen daily to the end
of the year. Up to eight birds were noted down Moor Lane, Bishopthorpe
during the year with the ﬁrst ﬂedged juveniles seen on 21st June.
Thirty-ﬁve were at Dunnington Common on 4th January and ten at
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Ganthorpe on the 5th with ﬁve near Sheriff Hutton on the same date.
Noted as being ‘numerous’ in a mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock between
East Cottingwith and Ellerton on the 12th when c.50 were in a mixed ﬂock
with ﬁnches near Aughton. The maximum count at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits
was 35 on 19th January while the maximum count at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington was 45 on 14th February. Five were near Strensall Sewage
Works on 23rd January with the same number in Brecks Lane, Strensall
on 16th February. 33 were at Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe on the 12th with
ﬁve singing along a hedge in Potteries Lane, Strensall on the 22nd and
three there on 1st March while one was in a Poppleton garden on the
3rd and two at Rawcliffe Meadows on the 18th. 50+ were counted at
Low Mowthorpe Farm, Mowthorpe on the 17th and on the same date
there was a ﬂock of 30+ at Carr Lane to the east of Sheriff Hutton while
six were in the Bishopthorpe area on the 26th. 50 were at North Dufﬁeld
on 6th April with at least six at Low Water north of Terrington on 10th
May when a single was recorded in a BBS square south of Naburn
where ﬁve were counted on 22nd June while eight were on farmland
near Bishopthorpe on the 7th.
Three pairs bred at Hassacarr NR, Dunnington with 20 in a mixed
ﬁnch ﬂock near Barlby Sewage Works on 7th July. One territory was
recorded at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling during an RSPB farm survey while
56 pairs bred at Clifton Ings. Singles were seen in Brecks Lane, Strensall
on 5th June and at West Lilling village on 27th July with two (a pair?) at
Naburn Sewage Works on the 5th.
Unprecedented numbers built up at Rawcliffe Cornﬁeld NR in the
autumn with birds attracted to fodder radish but apparently making little
use of oilseed rape. 70+ were present in September with a peak of 140+
in late November then numbers tailed off but 60 were still present on
New Year’s Eve.
Twenty were at Ganthorpe on 25th October with four at Poppleton
Moor on 10th November and 50 north of Barmby Moor on the 21st while
50 were also counted at North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 28th with a report
of at least ﬁve at Scarcroft Green, York on the 3rd being highly unusual
(AHn). A ﬂock of 50+ were at Low Mowthorpe Farm, Mowthorpe on 30th
December.
Chafﬁnch Fringilla coelebs
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Can be seen daily around Huby throughout the year and widespread
throughout the northern part of the recording area while ‘good numbers’
were present on Clifton Ings all year. A common bird around New
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Earswick, especially in winter but much harder to ﬁnd in the summer
months. As usual, good numbers were seen in the ﬁrst few months
of the year but then birds became much scarcer until sightings began
to increase toward the back end and record numbers were seen in
December. Regularly seen or heard along the River Ouse between York
and Naburn throughout the year with a maximum count of c.30 birds on
30th November.
‘Numerous’ in the Strensall area early in the year with ten near Sheriff
Hutton on 5th January while three counts of c.20 were made down the
eastern side of the Lower Derwent Valley on the 12th and 100 were at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 14th. A ﬂock of 100 was in association with
a similar number of Brambling Fringilla montifringilla at Yearsley Moor on
4th February while 143 were at Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe on the 12th.
24 were in a BBS square south of Naburn on 10th May and 22nd June
with 30 counted on a walk in the Hovingham/Terrington area on the
former date.
Flocks of up to 17 were regularly feeding in a Strensall garden and in
Osbaldwick a female repeatedly attacked the house windows and only
stopped when a hawk silhouette was put up.
Other counts were 20 in Slingsby Banks Wood, Castle Howard on 18th
December with up to 30 at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington
and 20 at Skipwith Common on 30th December.
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Winter visitor and passage migrant.
Widespread in January with the highest numbers noted at Haxby and
Strensall Common (up to 40).
A ﬂock of 100 was in association with a similar number of Chafﬁnches
Fringilla coelebs at Yearsley Moor on 4th February while 42 were in
birches along Alexander Road, Strensall on the 7th and 15th. 50 were
feeding on the ground under trees by the sports ﬁeld at the Army barracks
in Strensall on the 12th and two were at Castle Howard, one in New
Earswick and four at Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe during the same month.
70+ lingered in the Beech Grove area of Acomb, York in late March while
up to six remained in Rowntree Park, York from the 15th–23rd with a
female seen in trees along York city walls in Lower Priory Street on 23rd
April (AB).
New Earswick reported a pleasing increase in sightings on last year,
especially in the early part of the year. The ﬁrst was a single along the
old railway line on 2nd February followed by seven at Fireman’s Leap on
the 21st and one at Willow Bank on the 22nd with three in the Joseph
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Rowntree Trust NR the same day. In March, seven were at Western
Terrace on the 2nd, one at Fireman’s Leap and two in the Joseph
Rowntree Trust NR on the 19th, ﬁve at Fireman’s Leap on the 22nd and
ﬁnally two were in the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR for three days from the
22nd, being caught and ringed on the 24th. These were the latest ever
spring records for the New Earswick area.
Things looked promising in the autumn when six were seen at
Fireman’s Leap on 11th October (NEBR), the earliest ever date for the
area, but unfortunately the only other record for the rest of the year was a
single near the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR from 12th–16th December.
Elsewhere in the YOC recording area, a female was at Ganthorpe on
25th October with another bird in Rowntree Park, York the same day
and a single also there on 5th November. 23 were in the York/Fulford
area on 26th October while 11 ﬂew west over Skeldergate on the 28th.
A count of 200 was made at Mowthorpe Dale on 16th November with
100 at Skipwith Common on the 27th. 30 were at Tillmire Farm, Fulford
over the weekend of 6th and 7th December and there were up to 33 at
Skipwith Common during the same month.
Greenﬁnch Carduelis chloris
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Seen daily around Huby during the year and widespread throughout
the northern part of the recording area. 20–30 were noted daily at Upper
Poppleton and this species was the most numerous visitor to feeders
in an Osbaldwick garden. Up to 30 were at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits in
January and February while in the New Earswick area numbers picked
up well following the poor breeding season in 2002. Resident along the
River Ouse between York and Naburn with up to 30 birds regularly seen
or heard while the ﬁrst ﬂedged juveniles were noted on 21st June.
One hundred were counted at Skipwith Common on 3rd January
with a similar number near Aughton on the 12th and a ﬂock of 200+
at Yearsley Moor on 4th February while the species was described as
‘numerous’ in a mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock near Strensall Sewage
Works on the 16th. 12 were on feeders at Swinton on 5th March and
60 at Barlby Sewage Works on the 25th while ﬁve were in a BBS square
south of Naburn on 10th May when six were counted on a walk in the
Hovingham/Terrington area.
‘Good numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all year with a ﬂock
of 60–70 feeding with Linnets Carduelis cannabina in the Cornﬁeld NR
from 28th September to the year end while up to ten birds were at
Rawcliffe Lake all year. 15 birds including ﬁve juveniles were in a mixed
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ﬁnch ﬂock at Barlby on 7th July while 60+ were devouring elderberries at
Dunnington Common on 26th August and another 60 at East Moor near
Sutton-on-the-Forest on 2nd September.
From September to December ﬂocks of 17–20 were regular visitors to
mixed seed feeders in a Strensall garden. Up to 250 birds were feeding
in a sunﬂower ﬁeld at Dunnington on 16th November and 100+ were at
the Common on 10th December.
Goldﬁnch Carduelis carduelis
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Seen regularly around Huby throughout the year while there was a
ﬂock of up to ten at Upper Poppleton all year feeding on niger seed.
A common resident with a seemingly stable population in the New
Earswick area while ‘good numbers’ were present on Clifton Ings all
year with a ﬂock of 200+ from late July to early August with up to 15
birds at Rawcliffe Lake all year. Regularly seen or heard along the River
Ouse between York and Naburn with a maximum of c.30 birds on 30th
November while the ﬁrst ﬂedged juveniles were noted on 21st June.
Four were near Terrington on 5th January with six at a feeder in a
Poppleton garden on the 10th and seven counted at Woodhouse Farm
on the 12th while 20+ were at West Ness on 7th February. Four were at
Swinton on 5th March, 100 near Brayton Barff on the 13th, ten at High
Stittenham on the 17th and a ﬂock of 20+ at Primrose Farm, Mowthorpe
the same day.
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Three were at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on 27th April, up to 12 in
the Terrington area on 10th May, two at the new golf driving range at
Towthorpe on the 16th and four at Strensall Common on the 24th. Five
were counted in a BBS square south of Naburn on 22nd June with 60+
including many juveniles feeding on thistle seeds at Clifton Hospital in
July. Heard singing from an Osbaldwick garden in late June and was
presumably breeding nearby. Many were seen along the cycle track
there in July with greater numbers than usual and two were along the
Pocklington Canal on 5th August.
September counts included 150 at Poppleton Moor on the 7th, 25
at Wheldrake Ings on the 25th with 27 at Dunnington Common the
same day, 20 near Sutton-on-the-Forest on 17th October and 50 at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the 24th. Three were feeding in alder trees at
the old ﬁlter beds at the Brecks, Strensall on the 23rd November with
four feeding on niger seed in a Strensall garden on 4th December while
several ‘charms’ were at Yearsley Moor the following day and 20 at
Skipwith Common on the 26th.
Siskin Carduelis spinus
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Nine at Rawcliffe Lake in early January soon fell to two to three through
to mid-February while there were none at the back end of the year. Up
to ﬁve birds were seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn throughout the winter months with singing noted at Rowntree
Park, York in late February and early March. At least 30 were counted in
Askham Bog early and late in the year.
In the New Earswick area, up to 25 from 2002 were still around in
January with the last birds seen on 1st March. Four birds were in the
Joseph Rowntree Trust NR on 19th November after which the only
sightings were on the last day of the year when four were at Riverside
Environmental Park and two were in the Joseph Rowntree Trust NR
making this the poorest autumn and early winter on record.
A feeder with niger seed at Upper Poppleton attracted a pair on 19th
January, ﬁve from the 28th to 8th February and 20+ through to March
with 40+ there on the 7th. The last sighting was a single on the 22nd
while the only record there in the second half of the year was a single on
31st December.
Twenty-ﬁve were at Hassacarr NR, Dunnington on 4th January with
a pair along the York–Selby cycleway at Escrick on the 6th and one in
a Strensall garden on the 12th while several parties of between 50 and
100 birds were at Yearsley Moor on the 27th.
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Seven were at Hob Moor, Acomb on 1st February with several parties
of between 50 and 100 birds in woods beside the ponds at Pond Head
Farm, Oulston on the 8th, 20 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 16th and
20 at Brayton Barff on the 25th while up to three birds were attracted
to feeders in a Poppleton garden and up to four were seen at Skipwith
Common.
A single male was in a garden at Huby on 5th March while an estimate
of at least 500 birds was at Allerthorpe Common on the 16th (IA). A ﬂock
of 50+ birds was at Spring Wood (to the west of the Alamo Trekking
Centre, Easthorpe) on the 18th with parties of 20–30 seen in two
separate locations at Yearsley Moor on the 20th and three birds noted
at Strensall Common on the 22nd. Three were by Low Water north of
Terrington on 10th May (C&DJ).
A ﬂock of 100 was at Yearsley Moor on 26th September (MD) with
two at Hassacarr NR on 16th October and birds heard calling at Castle
Howard on the 25th while 20 were at Welburn Sewage Treatment Plant
the same day.
Five were feeding in alder trees along Brecks Lane, Strensall on 23rd
November with a party of 30–40 at Yearsley Moor on the 27th, ten in
woods above the ponds at Pond Head Farm Oulston on the 28th and
20 at Skipwith Common on the 29th.
Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Present on Clifton Ings all year with 50–60 at the Cornﬁeld NR in early
January. Numbers built up rapidly in the autumn with birds feeding on
unharvested oilseed rape, fodder radish and mustard and at least 25
were still present in December. Up to 20 were occasionally seen or heard
along the River Ouse between York and Naburn throughout the year
with ﬂedged juveniles noted on 11th June.
Birds were scarce around New Earswick early in the year: two adults
and a juvenile were on the cricket ﬁeld on 1st July while large ﬂocks
(maximum 75) were seen around Haxby Road Farm from September
until well into November after which much smaller numbers were seen
until the year end.
One hundred and twenty were at Terrington on 15th January with
a pair at West Ness on 7th February, four birds beside Sutton-on-theForest cemetery and two birds further along the footpath to Stillington
Road, Huby on 21st March while a male was singing along Metcalfe
Lane, Osbaldwick on the 31st.
Six birds were at Strensall Common on 18th April with 20 on the 30th
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and seven on 24th May while three singing males and seven other birds
were recorded during the MOD bird survey there on the 25th. Nine were
counted in a BBS square near Riccall on 12th April while 50 were feeding
on set-aside at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on the 27th and a single female
was beside Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery with a pair along Gracious
Street, Huby on the 30th.
Up to 13 were in the Terrington area on 10th May when a count of ﬁve
was made in a BBS square south of Naburn with six there on 22nd June.
Up to eight birds were on electricity wires at Baston Lane to the west of
Huby and regular parties of two to four birds and one ﬂock of 30+ along
the track between Huby Fields, Fir Tree Farm and Blackwoods House
Farm to the west of Huby on 23rd May (unusual to see so many at this
time of year around Huby).
Sixty were at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on 3rd June, one at Fulford
Ings on the 6th with 20 there on the 16th, four at Lodge Field Farm,
Gilling on the 28th, 14 including eight juveniles at Barlby on 7th July and
12 in a stubble ﬁeld at West Lilling on the 27th.
Twenty-ﬁve were present at Dunnington Common on 27th September
with c.50 feeding on weeds in a sugar beet ﬁeld near Strensall on 10th
October while 30 were at Castle Howard on 1st November and a ﬂock
of c.30 on the edge of Huby along Stillington Road on the 16th.
Twite Carduelis ﬂavirostris
Scarce winter visitor.
Three were reported ﬂying west at East Moor near Sutton-on-theForest on 16th September (PB).
Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
A ﬂock of 28 was feeding on silver birch along the York–Selby cycleway
at Escrick on 6th January with four birds at Woodhouse Farm, Strensall
on the 12th and a single feeding on weeds by Castle Howard Lake on
the 16th. One was seen with Long-tailed Tits Aegithalos caudatus at
Skipwith Common on the 26th with possibly the same bird there on 9th
February while a pair was in trees beside the footpath on the northern
side of Castle Howard Lake on the 12th. Three birds at Rawcliffe Lake
on the 11th and one on 12th March were the only records for that site
this year while 25 were at Brayton Barff on the 13th and four ﬂew over
Lower Priory Street, York on the 24th.
Later in the year, three were at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest
on 29th September, two along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
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on the 12th and 13 at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on 26th October. No birds
were noted in the New Earswick area until a single appeared in the Joseph
Rowntree Trust NR on 9th November with the next sightings being seven
birds in the Old Sewage Works Woods on 19th December, one there on
the 21st and four on the 31st. A party of c.50 was at Yearsley Moor on
5th December with a very mobile ﬂock of up to 70 feeding in weedy
ﬁelds to the south of Skipwith Common from the 29th–31st.
Mealy Redpoll Carduelis ﬂammea
Scarce winter visitor.
Two birds were at Rawcliffe Lake on 30th January (NS) and one to
two were feeding with a very mobile ﬂock of Lesser Redpolls Carduelis
cabaret to the south of Skipwith Common from 29th–31st December
(BirdGuides/DT).
Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
Casual breeder and passage visitor.
Five to six separate parties (with up to 30 birds in a party) were seen
and/or heard at Yearsley Moor on 4th January while 40 were counted
there on the 26th and birds were widespread in small parties on the 27th
while one ﬂew over Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on the 21st.
Ten ﬂew south at Londesborough Lodge Farm, Dunnington on 6th
February and a ﬂock of c.20 was in woods beside ponds at Pond Head
Farm, Oulston on the 8th.
Four were near Sand Hutton on 4th March while a single male and
later a party of three were at Yearsley Moor on the 20th. One bird calling
near the main entrance and two parties, one of about 20 and one of
about 30 birds were subsequently seen there on 17th May while a party
of 17 birds was seen at Allerthorpe Common on the 13th with a single
male noted there on 9th August.
Recorded at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory in February,
March, April, May, September, October and November with 30 ﬂying
west on 7th May and 18 seen on 29th September being the highest
counts.
Bullﬁnch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Eight to nine birds were seen regularly on Clifton Ings throughout
the year with a maximum at Rawcliffe Meadows of seven in January.
Regularly seen or heard along the River Ouse between York and Naburn
throughout the year with a maximum of about ten on 26th July while
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ﬂedged juveniles were noted from the 22nd. Singles or pairs were
regularly seen at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory.
A thriving resident around New Earswick as numbers continue to
increase after successful breeding in several areas including all three
nature reserves, the Old Foss Woods and Riverside Environmental Park
where there was a peak count of nine in December.
A total of eight was counted in the Dunnington area on 4th January
when there was a single male at Yearsley Moor while a pair was along
Outgang Lane, Heslington on the 5th, three birds at Scackleton on the
6th, three (one male, two females) near the Thorganby Derwent Valley
Viewing point on the 9th, a pair near Aughton and a male near Ellerton
on the 12th when there was a pair at Woodhouse Farm, Strensall, four
birds at Strensall Common on the 22nd and a female along Brecks Lane,
Strensall on the 23rd.
Eight birds were seen together at Skipwith Common on 6th February
with a pair in bushes beside the River Rye 1 km west of Nunnington on
the 7th, 11 counted at Strensall Common on the 9th and three at Manor
Farm, Eddlethorpe on the 12th. Two pairs were at Brayton Barff on 13th
March and a female was to the west of Beckside Farm, Oldstead on the
23rd.
Two males and a female were in the wood beside the turnoff to the
Wheldrake Ings car park on 7th May with a single bird at Upper Poppleton
on 19th May, a female at Blackwoods House Farm to the west of Huby
on the 23rd and a male at Yearsley Moor on the 24th while two males
were seen at Strensall Common on 17th June with ﬂedged young seen
at Fulford Ings during the month.
A single was at Upper Poppleton on 28th August, ﬁve at Allerthorpe
Gravel Pits on 14th September, a family party seen along the Osbaldwick
cycle track on the 17th, 15 counted along the River Ouse between
York and Naburn on the 27th and three birds in trees beside the River
Derwent at Wheldrake Ings on the 30th. Three were near Flaxton on
12th October while a male was seen along Brecks Lane, Strensall on
the 16th and two pairs seen in trees near there on 12th November with
a female in the area on the 23rd and two males in woods above ponds
at Pond Head Farm, Oulston on the 28th. A pair was at Poppleton Moor
on 23rd October.
A pair was beside Castle Howard Lake on 2nd December with three
birds along the road there on the 18th, a pair at Strensall Common on
the 4th with a female there on the 7th and a bird at Upper Poppleton on
the 30th. Two pairs were regular visitors to an Osbaldwick garden in the
winter, eventually coming to the feeders.
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
Scarce winter visitor.
An unusual record of a winter-plumaged adult male associating with
a large and mobile ﬂock of Starlings Sturnus vulgaris in ﬁelds either side
of Northcarrs Lane, Huby on 8th and 9th March (MD).
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Resident breeder and passage and winter visitor.
Seen regularly around Huby throughout the year with ﬂocks of up to
30 birds common in the winter months along Gracious Street, Robin
Lane and between Skates Lane and Sutton-on-the-Forest cemetery.
Never widespread around New Earswick, this species appears to have
contracted its range and was only seen at Kettlestring Farm where
breeding took place. As usual no winter sightings were reported. Winter
visitor in small numbers to Clifton Ings.
Twenty were at Ganthorpe and ﬁve near Sheriff Hutton on 5th January
while ‘several’ were in a mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock between East
Cottingwith and Ellerton on the 12th and 20 roosted in a holly hedgerow
at South Farm, Dunnington on the 20th. Three were at Strensall Common
on the 23rd with 47 feeding in ﬁelds near Hassacarr NR, Dunnington on
the 26th while 150 were reported from the Melbourne roost.
Forty were noted at pheasant feeders at Londesborough Lodge
Farm, Dunnington on 4th February with a male seen in the vicinity of a
feeder in a Poppleton garden on the 7th while 30 were at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington on the 11th where several males were holding territory.
The Dunnington Common area held 50 birds in February with 49 at
Manor Farm, Eddlethorpe and 100+ in ﬁelds north of Welburn on the
12th. Also described as being ‘numerous’ in a 200-strong mixed ﬁnch
and bunting ﬂock near Strensall Sewage Works on the 16th.
Two were at Strensall Common on 2nd March with two males on
Skipwith Common next day, six near the River Rye at Swinton on the 5th,
eight near Sheriff Hutton Hall on the 9th and 20 counted in a ploughed
ﬁeld behind Walbutts Sewage Works, Strensall on the 12th. A ﬂock of
100+ was at Low Mowthorpe Farm, Mowthorpe on the 17th while six
were counted in a BBS square at Riccall on 12th April.
Sixteen were counted on a walk in the Hovingham/Terrington area on
10th May when 15 were in a BBS square south of Naburn where 13 were
present on 22nd June while the MOD bird survey of Strensall Common
on 25th May produced four singing males along with four other birds.
One or two pairs bred in the hedgerows at Sand Hutton Central Science
Laboratory.
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Three birds were at Yearsley Moor on 4th June with two there on the
14th while eight territories were recorded at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling
during an RSPB farm survey. A single bird was along Brecks Lane,
Strensall on the 20th with three seen at Great Wood near Flaxton on the
25th while four were noted at Strensall Common on 27th August.
Birds were seen in ﬁelds between Fulford and Heslington on 21st
September and three noted at East Moor near Sutton-on-the-Forest on
the 29th while nine were counted in a stubble ﬁeld at West Lilling on 16th
November. About 20 were at Naburn Sewage Works on 6th December
with ﬁve at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits next day while 30+ were along Carr
Lane to the east of Sheriff Hutton on the 30th and a single at Upper
Poppleton the same day.
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident breeder and passage visitor.
A winter visitor to Clifton Ings with a few pairs staying on to breed.
Seen occasionally at Rawcliffe Lake during the winter months with at
least three breeding pairs located.
In the New Earswick area there were just four records (March, April,
May and June) – a similar pattern and frequency to previous years.
Four were at Strensall Common on 4th January with ﬁve at Ganthorpe
on the 5th and small parties of two to eight birds widespread at Strensall
Common on the 8th. Two ﬂocks (one of ten birds and one of 12 birds)
were at this site on the 22nd while 27 came in to roost in reeds at Skipwith
Common on the 26th. Described as being ‘numerous’ in a 50-strong
mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock between East Cottingwith and Ellerton on
the 12th when ‘several’ were seen in a similar ﬂock near Aughton.
Ten were at Rawcliffe Meadows in February with c.20 thereafter
towards the year end (mainly feeding on oilseed rape in the Cornﬁeld
NR). Six were at Strensall Common on 1st February with small parties
of four to six birds widespread there on the 5th while 12 were at Manor
Farm, Eddlethorpe on the 12th. Described as being ‘numerous’ in a
200-strong mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock near Strensall Sewage Works
on the 16th while the roost at Skipwith Common peaked at 163 on the
18th with 50+ along the Pocklington Canal at Melbourne on the 22nd
and 50+ at Skipwith on the 23rd.
Two were on Strensall Common on 2nd March while two males were
near the River Rye at Swinton on 5th March and the species was noted
as being widespread at Wheldrake Ings and North Dufﬁeld Carrs on the
14th and Strensall Common on the 19th. Singles were at North Dufﬁeld
on 6th April and near Riccall on the 12th.
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Noted as being ‘common’ along the River Derwent between the
carpark and the Pool Hide at Wheldrake Ings on 7th May. Three males
were at Strensall Common on the 10th and again on the 24th while the
MOD bird survey of the site on the 25th revealed four singing birds with
another six also recorded. Noted as ‘common’ at Wheldrake Ings on
the 25th.
Up to eight were singing along the River Ouse between York and
Naburn in June with at least three pairs breeding at Fulford Ings where
ﬂedged juveniles were ﬁrst noted on 2nd August. A single bird was at
Bank Island on 7th June and another at Lodge Field Farm, Gilling on the
28th while ﬁve were singing at Allerthorpe Gravel Pits on the 29th and a
pair seen at Strensall Common on the 30th.
The ﬁrst record at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory this year
was on 26th August and numbers then built up to a maximum of 20 by
21st October.
Small numbers were noted at Strensall Common on 3rd December
while a single bird was with a party of Yellowhammers Emberiza citrinella
at Caulkley Bank on the 12th and a pair seen on waste ground behind
the Brecks, Strensall on the 30th.
Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
Resident breeder.
Pre-roost congregations at Rawcliffe Meadows numbered c.30 in
January with up to 60 present on 24th February as a brief but substantial
increase in numbers has been noted at that time for the past two years.
A few birds lingered into May but did not breed. None were seen at
Rawcliffe Meadows towards the end of the year and only a handful
roosted on Clifton Ings.
‘Several’ were in a 50-strong mixed ﬁnch and bunting ﬂock between
East Cottingwith and Ellerton on 12th February while four birds were on
electricity wires beside Stillington Road half a km to the east of Huby
and another (single) bird beside Stillington Road on the edge of Huby
on the 21st. On the 26th, 75 were feeding in ﬁelds near Hassacarr NR,
Dunnington while 150 were reported from the Melbourne roost.
Thirty-two ﬂew in from the east and roosted at Londesborough Lodge
Farm, Dunnington on 6th February while 18 landed brieﬂy then continued
west at Limeﬁeld Farm, Dunnington on the 11th. The Dunnington
Common area held 150 birds in February with 30 along the Pocklington
Canal at Melbourne on the 22nd.
Thirty birds were sitting on wires at Londesborough Lodge Farm,
Dunnington on 5th March with a single at Northcarrs Lane, Huby on
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the 9th and two at Skates Lane, Huby on the 21st. One was singing at
Bielby on 4th April with another singing from wires at Riccall on the 12th.
A bird singing at Naburn Sewage Works on the 17th was unusual while
ﬁve were in the traditional area south of Bishopthorpe on the 26th. Single
birds were noted at two separate locations beside Stillington Road on
the edge of Huby on the 30th. Six were around the sewage works at
Barlby on 12th May with a single at the junction of the A64 and A1079
just outside York on the 27th and further singles seen on two separate
occasions beside the Stillington Road to the east of Huby on the 31st.
Three juveniles and three singing birds were at Limeﬁeld Farm,
Dunnington in early June while two birds were along the York–Selby
cycleway near Escrick on 6th July with one singing from electricity wires
at Barlby next day and ﬁve singing at East Moor near Sutton-on-theForest on the 9th with four counted in a meadow near Castle Howard
Lake on the 11th.
A single bird perched on wires at Kettlestring Farm, New Earswick on
16th August was the ﬁrst record for many years there and hopefully a
sign of things to come. Another single was beside Stillington Road on
the edge of Huby on the 20th and the 22nd while three ﬂew south over
Fulford Ings on the 23rd. One at Sand Hutton Central Science Laboratory
on the 26th was the only record there this year.
Fifty birds were near Pocklington sewage farm on 3rd September with
two near Strensall on 10th October and 24 at Strensall Common on
10th November. A single was north of Barmby Moor on the 21st with
another at Canal Head, Pocklington on 4th December while 20 were
near East Cottingwith on the 17th with 60 at East Moor near Sutton-onthe-Forest next day.
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INTRODUCTIONS/ESCAPES
Black Swan Cygnus atratus
One was present at Castle Howard Lake all year with three seen at
North Dufﬁeld Carrs on 14th March and a single at the Sand Hutton
Central Science Laboratory pond on 8th August.
Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
One was noted at Castle Howard Lake on 11th and 25th October.
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
A white bird was noted in the Ouse Bridge area of York throughout
the year. This individual has apparently been residing here for a number
of years (per JP).
Wood Duck Aix sponsa
A pair, including a leucistic female, was on the River Ouse at Naburn
Bridge on 1st March.
Blue-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva
One frequented the Clifton/Rawcliffe area from July to the year end.

99

Earliest and latest dates for
summer visitors/passage migrants
Species
Garganey
Marsh Harrier
Hobby
Quail
Corncrake
Oystercatcher
Little Ringed Plover
Whimbrel
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Common Tern
Turtle Dove
Cuckoo
Nightjar
Swift
Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Redstart
Whinchat
Wheatear
Grasshopper Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap *
Chiffchaff **
Willow Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher

Arrival date/
ﬁrst reported
30th March
17th August
16th April
6th July
Not recorded in 2003
15th February
31st March
14th April
4th May
24th April
20th May
30th April
15th April
10th May
23rd April
26th March
18th March
18th April
10th May
14th April
18th April
30th April
26th March
4th June
16th April
18th April
26th April
17th April
29th April
12th March
11th March
30th March
3rd May

Last Reported
7th June
21st September
16th August
12th
12th
29th
26th
13th
16th
11th
29th
5th
13th
25th
27th
5th
28th
19th
15th
17th
19th
14th
17th
15th
24th
20th
25th
29th
19th
20th
16th

August
July
August
August
September
August
September
June
June
September
September
October
October
June
September
August
September
September
June
September
September
September
September
September
September
November
August
September

* Overwintering birds seen on 25th January, 26th February and 10th
December.
** One overwintering bird on 23rd December.
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Earliest and latest dates for
winter visitors/passage migrants
Species
Whooper Swan *
Pink-footed Goose
Goldeneye
Goosander
Golden Plover
Jack Snipe
Green Sandpiper
Fieldfare
Redwing
Brambling

Last reported in
Spring
16th March
15th April
3rd March
14th May
26th April
13th April
21st April
20th April
16th April
23rd April

First reported in
Autumn
16th November
21st September
15th October
25th September
27th August
13th December
29th June
13th October
30th September
11th October

* One summer record on 11th and 12th June.
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American Golden Plover at Bishopthorpe
On 30th September 2003 I noticed a large ﬂock of European Golden
Plover Pluvialis apricaria (henceforth ‘Golden Plover’ or ‘Goldies’) along
Acaster Lane close to Bishopthorpe, York. I had habitually counted and
checked the Golden Plover ﬂocks when I was working the area as my
patch from the mid-eighties through to the early nineties and, although I
was back in the area for a limited time, old habits die hard...
I visited the ﬁelds several times during the day but found the Plovers
very ﬂighty and so had little chance to work through the birds. I returned
in the early evening and c.40 birds were roosting in the ﬁeld – a shadow
of the 500-strong ﬂock I had seen wheeling around earlier in the day.
Nonetheless, I started to check through the ﬂock and although heavily
obscured by other Plovers, I noticed a bird that stood out immediately as
a strong candidate for American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica.
Tucked behind a ploughed ridge, the cold grey tones in the mantle
contrasting with a splattering of gold and white-trimmed scapulars
retained from the breeding ﬁnery drew attention. The ﬂash of white
supercilia tucked ﬁrmly into the back and a dark cap to top it off were
reassuring but other roosting Goldies obscured the all-important back
end of the bird. I waited for some movement to afford a better view but
with the light fading the best I got was a brief moment of alarm when
all the heads popped up. The strong white supercilia extending to loop
around black ear-coverts and dark cap were underscored by plenty of
blotchy black feathering across the chest and upper belly, harking back
to the height of summer. It was difﬁcult to assess the build of the bird at
this point but I felt that I had seen enough to warrant a dawn visit next
day, hoping this wasn’t going to be one that got away!
The light was poor as the early morning mist shrouded the rippling
curves of hundreds of sleeping Golden Plovers. I was not conﬁdent
as I ‘scoped silhouette after silhouette as it was not possible to ﬁnd
a position to improve the light on the main ﬂock but a few birds were
waking and feeding around the ﬁeld. I was a little taken aback when my
target turned out to be the closest feeding bird, quite separate from the
rest of the ﬂock.
Having taken in the dumpy jizz, lanky legs, distinctive cold plumage and
striking facial features I immediately moved down the bird and satisﬁed
myself with the long primaries projecting beyond the tail and even further
past the last tertials which fell well short of the tail. I took notes and
sketches before the bird, which had shown down to 70 metres, was
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Copy of original sketch and notes of the Amercan Golden Plover

spooked. I was unable to relocate the bird in a short search of the ﬂock
in terrible light so I drove home, quickly double-checked the literature
and talked the bird through with Mark Hawkes before putting the news
out on the local grapevine and the bird information services.
With the weather encouraging the continued arrival of scarce migrants
I decided to pursue my original plan and enjoyed a morning on the coast
at Scarborough which produced a Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus
inornatus. I returned to the Goldies in the afternoon when the light was
better. The bird had been seen several times during the day but I was
unable to relocate it that evening or during several searches the following
day. However, it showed well in its original ﬁeld on the afternoon of 2nd
October and photographs by Peter O’Toole and Garry Taylor appeared
on the Internet.
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The bird remained in the area for several more days and was seen by
plenty of other observers although I didn’t see it again. Initially there was
some doubt over the bird’s (or perhaps the ﬁnder’s!) identity as several
blotchy-bellied European Golden Plovers were also present and reported
as the American. However, in discussion with those present who had seen
the American Golden Plover, all were in agreement with my identiﬁcation.

Photographs of the American Golden Plover by Peter O’Toole (left)
and Garry Taylor (right)

Description
Size, structure and behaviour
Clearly a plover, the bird always appeared considerably small and slight in
direct comparison with European Golden Plover. The bird had a distinctive
jizz, seemingly more compact and less ‘back-heavy’ than Goldies, especially
when roosting. When feeding the bird showed the typical run-pause-pivotpeck technique of its family with a tendency to hold itself upright. With the
strong white supercilia it seemed more reminiscent of Dotterel at times
than Golden Plover. The apparent leg length was variable depending on
the behaviour of the bird and was difﬁcult to comment upon.
Head
The facial features of the bird were striking. A very dark cap was
highlighted by broad white supercilia that started from the white
forehead and continued over the eye and wrapped around the dark
ear-coverts before fading into the lower nape. The chin was creamy
and contrasted strongly with the unmoulted dark lores, eye-patch and
ear-coverts.
Underparts
The chest and belly retained a reasonable amount of black summer
plumage. A smattering of freshly moulted white feathers was present
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across the belly, particularly towards the flanks, although some
black feathers were present up to the folded wing edge. The black
became dense and broad across the underbelly but subsided to
blotchy, predominantly pale feathering through the vent and undertail
coverts.
Upperparts
The dark crown diffused to off-grey on the hindneck and nape and
this in turn led to a cold grey mantle dotted with spangled summer
feathers. Some of these small, retained feathers were black-centred
with a fading gold trim and increased in frequency and size onto the
scapulars. The wing-coverts appeared to be a jumble of old and fresh
feathers and difﬁcult to describe although generally there was a coldness
to the paler feather fringes reminiscent of Grey Plover Pluvialis apricaria
rather than the warmer, yellowy tones of Golden Plover. Having to take
particular note of the tertials, I found it interesting that they appeared
black with a clean white trim along the outer web and around the
tip, not the notching I would expect on a European, Paciﬁc Pluvialis
fulva or American Golden Plover. When the opportunity arose I viewed
this through a Swarovski 77 telescope at 60x magniﬁcation from 100
metres and conﬁrmed this patterning with other birders present. I didn’t
see much plumage detail in the tail as it was usually covered by the
primaries which were black.
Proportions of tertials, tail and primaries
The bird always appeared ‘pulled’ and elongated at the rear end
compared with the Golden Plovers. Close examination revealed a
long projection of the primaries well beyond the tail. The tertial tips
fell well short of the tail and the projection of the primaries beyond the
last tertial was obviously longer than on any Golden Plover present
and through the Swarovski at 60x I counted four exposed primary
tips.
Underwing
Despite close attention I was unable to ascertain the colour of the
underwing as the bird was lost immediately when the ﬂock took ﬂight.
Bareparts
The bill, eye and legs were all dark grey/black. At times the bird
appeared long-legged but this changed with stance and posture. The
bird appeared daintier than the robust Golden Plovers and the slim bill
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gave the bird a ‘cute’ appearance at times. I considered the bill to be
thinner at the base than the stubbier-looking Golden Plover.

Identiﬁcation Summary
In identifying this bird I considered four species – European Golden
Plover, Grey Plover, Paciﬁc Golden Plover and American Golden Plover. The
features which I felt were pro-American and eliminated the others were:
1. Dark crown and broad white supercilia – a very distinctive feature
not shared in combination with the possible confusion species.
2. Size and structure – clearly small and slight, differing from European
Golden Plover and Grey Plover.
3. Primary projection in relation to tail and tertials – proportions in line
with published identiﬁcation criteria for American and eliminating
Paciﬁc Golden Plover in particular.
Additional supporting evidence:
1. Overall cold tones and white/grey base tones in contrast to
European and Paciﬁc Golden Plover.
2. Extent of retained summer plumage in line with moult strategy of
American Golden Plover.

Previous Experience
I’ve seen three autumn juvenile and one summer-plumaged adult
American Golden Plover and one winter-plumaged Paciﬁc in Britain. I
have many years of experience with European Golden and Grey Plover
in all plumages throughout Europe and many hundreds of Paciﬁc
Golden Plover in various plumages in Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia,
Southeast Asia and as recently as July 2003 in Samoa.

Details of observations
The bird was observed on three occasions on three separate days
for a total of one and a half hours in varying light conditions ranging
from good to poor. The distance of observation was between 70 and
200 metres. I observed the bird primarily through Leica Trinovid 8x32
binoculars, a Nikon Spotting Scope 20x60, Optolyth 30x75 telescope
and brieﬂy through a Swarovski 77 telescope at 60x.
Duncan Poyser
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The Breeding Bird Survey in the YOC
Recording Area 1994–2002
By Rob Chapman
BTO Regional Representative for the York Region

The Breeding Bird Survey
The BTO’s Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) monitors the populations of
common birds in the UK during the breeding season. It was launched
in 1994 to improve the geographical scope of UK bird monitoring by
including all habitats and therefore more species of breeding birds. It has
now become the primary scheme for monitoring the population changes
of the most common and widespread species, replacing the Common
Bird Census (CBC).
The BBS is based on the Ordnance Survey 1km square unit. It has a
simple methodology to allow mass participation. The surveyor walks two
roughly parallel transects within the 1km square, recording counts of all
adult birds seen and heard. Two visits are made per breeding season for
this purpose: one early in the season (April to mid-May), the other later
(second half of May to June). Habitat data are also collected.
More than 2,000 sites are surveyed each year allowing the BTO
to generate population trends for over 100 species. BBS results are
presented in an annual report at a national and Government Ofﬁce
Region scale. However, data have recently become available at BTO
Region level – this article summarises the results for the York Region for
the period 1994–2002.

Coverage in the York Region
The Yorkshire (York) Region of the BTO covers the same geographical
area as that recorded by the YOC. The BBS started in 1994 with 11 1km
squares covered and extra ones were allocated each year resulting in a
coverage of 18 squares by 1997. The year 2001 was severely affected by
the impact of the foot and mouth (FMD) outbreak – data were returned from
only one square that year. The following year saw 16 squares covered.
The major habitat class covered within the region is farmland although
parts of some squares take in woodland, small water bodies and human
sites such as gardens. Only one square has a signiﬁcant urban element
to it, covering some of Selby.
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Results
A total of 108 species have been recorded in the York Region on BBS
visits. They are presented here in a table summarising abundance (total
count) and distribution (number of squares in which the species was
recorded, summed across years). The species have been ranked for
both of these measurements.
I have also shown in the trend column of the table whether the species
has been recorded in increasing or fewer numbers over the time period.
A trend is shown if the species has been recorded in at least ﬁve of
the years from 1994-2002 (excluding 2001, the FMD year). It should
be noted that the trend is just an indicative, subjective view of whether
more, fewer or about the same number of birds are being recorded.
It factors in the increase in the number of squares being visited. No
statistical tests have been applied to determine whether these reﬂect
real changes to populations – indeed the sample sizes are probably too
small to do this.
Species in italics are amber listed and those in bold are red listed in
Population Status of Birds in the UK following The Breeding Bird Survey
2002 by M.J. Raven, D.G. Noble & S.R. Baillie (BTO, August 2003).
Species
Little Grebe
Cormorant
Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Teal
Mallard
Garganey
Shoveler
Goosander
Red Kite
Marsh Harrier
Sparrowhawk
Kestrel
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge

Total Rank Number of
%
squares
squares
Count
5
83
1
1
12
72
7
5
50
50
23
18
8
78
5
4
13
71
7
5
23
59
6
5
16
65
7
5
3
90
1
1
230
31
59
46
1 100
1
1
7
81
3
2
15
67
4
3
1 100
1
1
1 100
1
1
23
59
22
17
41
55
36
28
219
32
72
56
45
54
18
14
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Rank Trend
96
70
48
75
70
70
70
96
33
96
80
78
96
96
50
43
29
54

⇑
⇔

⇑

⇔
⇔
⇔
⇓

Quail
1
Pheasant
453
Water Rail
1
Moorhen
62
Coot
28
Oystercatcher
20
Little Ringed Plover
3
Golden Plover
316
Lapwing
460
Snipe
5
Woodcock
2
Curlew
140
Redshank
4
Black-headed Gull
195
Common Gull
124
Lesser Black-backed Gull
11
Herring Gull
83
1
Great Black-backed Gull
Feral pigeon
841
Stock Dove
208
3140
Wood Pigeon
481
Collared Dove
Turtle Dove
8
Cuckoo
88
Barn Owl
2
Little Owl
18
14
Tawny Owl
2
Long-eared Owl
Swift
866
Kingﬁsher
1
Green Woodpecker
5
Great Spotted
34
Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted
2
Woodpecker
Sky Lark
887
Sand Martin
130
Swallow
1275
House Martin
607
Tree Pipit
4
Meadow Pipit
123
Yellow Wagtail
72

100
24
100
49
58
62
90
26
22
83
93
38
88
35
41
74
46
100
11
34
1
20
78
45
93
63
68
93
10
100
83
56

1
108
1
38
8
12
1
3
71
3
2
68
3
41
10
5
23
1
56
57
129
73
8
57
2
14
14
1
85
1
4
27

1
84
1
29
6
9
1
2
55
2
2
53
2
32
8
4
18
1
43
44
100
57
6
44
2
11
11
1
66
1
3
21

96
11
96
41
68
60
96
80
30
80
80
31
80
38
64
75
48
96
37
35
1
27
68
35
80
57
57
96
24
96
78
45

93

2

2

80

9
39
7
17
88
43
47

109
12
119
73
2
27
34

84
9
92
57
2
21
26

11
60
8
27
80
45
44
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⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔

⇔

⇓
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇑
⇑
⇔
⇔
⇓
⇔
⇔
⇔

⇑

⇓
⇓
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔

Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Redstart
Whinchat
Wheatear
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Grasshopper Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Chafﬁnch
Greenﬁnch

5
210
684
456
532
10
2
3
1515
6
265
1
174
1
14
2
12
276
16
129
110
234
49
21
124
18
5
65
809
356
14
10
11
266
680
3068
1004
2454
1451
174
1393
557

83
33
13
23
19
76
93
90
4
82
29
100
36
100
68
93
72
27
65
40
44
30
51
61
41
63
83
48
12
25
68
76
74
28
14
2
8
3
5
36
6
18
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5
88
120
116
123
3
2
3
129
3
96
1
66
1
10
2
11
92
15
58
37
85
20
14
41
11
3
25
122
105
6
10
9
81
90
95
120
112
94
39
127
99

4
68
93
90
95
2
2
2
100
2
74
1
51
1
8
2
9
71
12
45
29
66
16
11
32
9
2
19
95
81
5
8
7
63
70
74
93
87
73
30
98
77

75
22
6
9
4
80
80
80
1
80
16
96
32
96
64
80
60
19
55
34
41
24
52
57
38
60
80
47
4
14
70
64
67
26
21
16
6
10
18
40
3
15

⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔

⇑
⇑
⇑
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇑
⇑
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇑
⇓
⇑
⇓
⇔
⇔
⇔
⇔

Goldﬁnch
Siskin
Linnet
Lesser Redpoll
Bullﬁnch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
Corn Bunting

469
8
634
2
30
645
46
49

21
78
16
93
57
15
53
51

88
2
92
2
16
107
21
22

68
2
71
2
12
83
16
17

22
80
19
80
55
13
52
50

⇔
⇔
⇔
⇓
⇓
⇓

Discussion
The top ﬁve most abundant species were Wood Pigeon, Rook, Starling,
Blackbird and House Sparrow. Wood Pigeon, Blackbird, Chafﬁnch, Blue
Tit and Robin were the most widespread species all occurring in 95%
or more of the total number of squares visited. Although the trends are
not measured statistically, it is interesting to note apparent declines in
some of the red listed species such as the buntings, Skylark and Grey
Partridge.
More unusual records include Garganey, Quail, Little Ringed Plover,
Red Kite and Marsh Harrier. All three woodpeckers have been recorded
as well as four species of owls. Redwing and Fieldfare have been
recorded as well as ﬂocks of Golden Plover; it is likely that these are late
winter records from early visits in April. This is probably also true of some
of the ducks.
The BBS is known not to be able to monitor species associated with
linear features such as rivers or canals – for example Kingﬁsher and Grey
Wagtail. This can be seen here in the lower counts for these species.
The BTO have recently developed the Waterways Breeding Bird Survey
(WBBS) to monitor such birds – there are three WBBS areas in the York
Region and these were ﬁrst surveyed in 2002.
The region was highlighted in the 2002 BBS Report as one of a
few having excellent coverage following FMD. At the time of writing
(November 2003), it looks like the 2003 BBS will cover around 20
squares, the highest total yet.
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Species in York recording area since 1966
This is a list of species recorded in the YOC area since 1966.
Uncommon birds are marked in bold. Species included in the YNU Rare
and Scarce Birds Report are marked * with those requiring descriptions
underlined. Species considered by BBRC are marked R and all require
descriptions. Regular breeding birds are marked B and occasional
breeders (B). Regular winter visitors are marked W and regular passage
migrants P while regular non-breeding summer visitors are marked S.
Brackets indicate species of dubious origin or subspecies.
If anyone can think of any species which should have been included
in this list then please contact the YOC Recorder.
Mute Swan B
Bewick’s Swan W
Whooper Swan W
Bean Goose *
Pink-footed Goose P
White-fronted Goose
(Lesser White-fronted Goose) R
Greylag Goose B
(Snow Goose)
Canada Goose B
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
(Egyptian Goose) *
(Ruddy Shelduck) *
Shelduck B
(Wood Duck)
(Mandarin Duck) *
Wigeon (B)?
American Wigeon R
Gadwall B
Common Teal B
Green-winged Teal *
Mallard B
Pintail (B)?
Garganey B
Blue-winged Teal R
Shoveler B
Red-crested Pochard *

Pochard (B)
Ring-necked Duck *
Ferruginous Duck R
Tufted Duck B
Scaup
Eider
Long-tailed Duck *
Common Scoter
Velvet Scoter *
(Barrow’s Goldeneye) R
Goldeneye W
Smew
Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander (B)?
Ruddy Duck B
Red-legged Partridge B
Grey Partridge B
Quail (B)
Pheasant B
(Golden Pheasant) *
Red-throated Diver *
Black-throated Diver *
Great Northern Diver *
Little Grebe B
Great Crested Grebe B
Red-necked Grebe *
Slavonian Grebe *
Black-necked Grebe (B)
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Fulmar
Manx Shearwater
European Storm-petrel *
Leach’s Storm-petrel *
Gannet
Cormorant B
Shag
Bittern (B)? *
Night Heron R
Cattle Egret R
Little Egret *
Great White Egret R
Grey Heron B
Purple Heron *
White Stork *
Spoonbill *
Honey Buzzard *
Black Kite R
Red Kite
Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Montagu’s Harrier *
Goshawk B
Sparrowhawk B
Common Buzzard B
Rough-legged Buzzard *
Osprey *
Kestrel B
Red-footed Falcon R
Merlin
Hobby (B)?
Peregrine
Water Rail B
Spotted Crake (B) *
Corncrake (B) *
Moorhen B
Coot B
Common Crane *
Oystercatcher B
Black-winged Stilt R
Avocet

Stone Curlew *
Little Ringed Plover B
Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover *
Dotterel *
American Golden Plover R
Golden Plover W
Grey Plover
Lapwing B
Knot
Sanderling
Little Stint P
Temminck’s Stint *
White-rumped Sandpiper R
Baird’s Sandpiper? R
Pectoral Sandpiper *
Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin W & P
Buff-breasted Sandpiper *
Ruff (B)
Jack Snipe W
Snipe B
Woodcock B
Black-tailed Godwit (B)
Bar-tailed Godwit
Whimbrel P
Curlew B
Spotted Redshank P
Redshank B
Greenshank P
Green Sandpiper P & W
Wood Sandpiper P
Common Sandpiper B?
Turnstone
Red-necked Phalarope *
Grey Phalarope *
Pomarine Skua *
Arctic Skua
Great Skua
Mediterranean Gull
Little Gull
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Sabine’s Gull *
Black-headed Gull B
Ring-billed Gull? *
Common Gull W & P
Lesser Black-backed Gull S & P
Herring Gull W & P
Yellow-legged Gull *
Iceland Gull *
(Kumlien’s Gull)? R
Glaucous Gull *
Great Black-backed Gull W
Kittiwake
Caspian Tern R
Sandwich Tern
Roseate Tern *
Common Tern (B)?
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Whiskered Tern R
Black Tern
Guillemot
Little Auk *
Pufﬁn
‘Feral Pigeon’ B
Stock Dove B
Wood Pigeon B
Collared Dove B
Turtle Dove B
(Ring-necked Parakeet) *
Cuckoo B
Barn Owl B
Little Owl B
Tawny Owl B
Long-eared Owl B
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar B
Swift B
Alpine Swift R
Kingﬁsher B
Bee-eater *
Hoopoe *

Wryneck *
Green Woodpecker B
Great Spotted Woodpecker B
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker B
Wood Lark B?
Sky Lark B
Sand Martin B
Swallow B
Red-rumped Swallow R
House Martin B
Richard’s Pipit *
Tree Pipit B
Meadow Pipit B
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Yellow Wagtail B
(Blue-headed Wagtail)
Grey Wagtail B
Pied Wagtail B
(White Wagtail)
Waxwing
Dipper B?
Wren B
Dunnock B
Robin B
Nightingale *
Black Redstart (B)?
Redstart (B)?
Whinchat (B)?
Stonechat
Wheatear
Ring Ouzel
Blackbird B
Fieldfare W
Song Thrush B
Redwing W
Mistle Thrush B
Cetti’s Warbler *
Grasshopper Warbler B?
Sedge Warbler B
Marsh Warbler *
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Reed Warbler B
Barred Warbler *
Lesser Whitethroat B
Whitethroat B
Garden Warbler B
Blackcap B
Wood Warbler (B)?
Chiffchaff B
(Siberian Chiffchaff)
Willow Warbler B
Goldcrest B
Firecrest *
Spotted Flycatcher B
Red-breasted Flycatcher *
Pied Flycatcher (B)?
Bearded Tit
Long-tailed Tit B
Marsh Tit B
Willow Tit B
Coal Tit B
Blue Tit B
Great Tit B
Nuthatch B
Treecreeper B
Golden Oriole *
Red-backed Shrike *
Great Grey Shrike *
Jay B

Magpie B
Jackdaw B
Rook B
Carrion Crow B
Hooded Crow *?
Raven
Starling B
Rose-coloured Starling *
House Sparrow B
Tree Sparrow B
Chafﬁnch B
Brambling W
Greenﬁnch B
Goldﬁnch B
Siskin B?
Linnet B
Twite
Lesser Redpoll B
Mealy Redpoll
Crossbill B?
Bullﬁnch B
Hawﬁnch (B)?
Lapland Bunting
Snow Bunting
Yellowhammer B
Cirl Bunting *
Reed Bunting B
Corn Bunting B
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Guidelines for the submission of records
One of the most important functions of the York Ornithological Club
is the publication of the Annual Report. The value of this publication
depends on members submitting records of their sightings within the
Club recording area. All members are encouraged to submit records,
whatever their ability.
Records received by the Recorder are split into sections which are
distributed to the Assistant Recorders who compile reports for their
particular section which are then returned to the Recorder for editing
before a draft of the Annual Report is produced. In order to ease their
task and speed up the production of the Report please follow the
guidelines given below.
1. Records should be submitted at the end of the year and certainly
by the end of March to guarantee appearance in the Annual Report.
The records must be in the new taxonomic order issued by the
British Ornithologists’ Union – a revised list of species recorded
in the YOC area since the Club’s inception in 1966 can be found
elsewhere in this Report (or contact the Recorder who can also
supply of full list of British birds in the new order). Records should
also be split into the following sections to facilitate distribution to
the YOC Assistant Recorders:
Mute Swan to Pheasant
Red-throated Diver to Common Crane
Oystercatcher to Pufﬁn
Feral Pigeon to Dunnock
Robin to Pied Flycatcher
Bearded Tit to Corn Bunting
Introductions/Escapes
2. For each species, records should give the site and date with
numbers of birds provided where possible. Counts are preferable
to terms such as ‘few’, ‘several’ or ‘many’ as these terms are
very subjective and actual numbers enables the comparison of
populations between years. The counts do not have to be too
accurate – approximate numbers will do. This particularly applies
to ﬂocks of birds such as wildfowl and waders.
3. Records of scarce or rare birds will need a description for
consideration by the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union Reports Committee
and, if necessary, the British Birds Rarities Committee. Descriptions
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should be submitted to the Recorder as soon as possible after
the sighting. A list of species and subspecies needing written
supporting evidence can be found elsewhere in this Report or
contact the Recorder for guidelines or rarity forms. The importance
of such descriptions for the validation of rare records cannot be
overemphasized.
4. Please do not forget to include your name, address and telephone
number – if you have one – with you records.
5. If you wish, you can submit your records in electronic format as
attachments to email. MS Word or Excel is preferred, but we may
also be able to handle other formats. Submit electronically to
recorder@yorkbirding.org.uk
An example is given below of the best way to submit records.

BIRD RECORDS FOR 2003 – Andy Booth
Greylag Goose
47 at Rowntree Park, York on 8th November.
c.70 on River Ouse by Skeldergate Bridge, York on 25th November.
48 at Rowntree Park, York on 13th December.
Canada Goose
54 at Rowntree Park, York on 14th August.
43 at Rowntree Park, York on 29th November.
22 at Rowntree Park, York on 13th December.
Barnacle Goose
One with Canada Geese at Rowntree Park, York on 29th November.
One with Canada Geese at Rowntree Park, York on 13th December.
Cormorant
One ﬂew NE over Nunnery Lane, York on 19th April.

117

The need for ﬁeld descriptions
To enable us to present our reports with complete accuracy,
contributors are reminded that records of certain species must be
supported by descriptions taken in the ﬁeld or as soon as possible after
the sighting – preferably before reference to textbooks. The updated
list given below is of species for which the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union
Reports Committee (YNU) require descriptions before acceptance for
publication in their annual report. It would help both the YOC Recorder
and the YNU if descriptions were submitted as soon as possible after
the sighting. Forms for species considered by the British Birds Rarities
Committee (BBRC) or the YNU can be obtained from the YOC Recorder
or any YNU vice-county recorder.
In addition to species considered by the BBRC (which has now
‘dropped’ a number of more regular rarities from its remit), the following
uncommon or difﬁcult species/subspecies require descriptions for
consideration by the YNU:
Bean Goose – both races
American Wigeon
Green-winged Teal
Ferruginous Duck
Ring-necked Duck
Surf Scoter
Cory’s Shearwater
Great Shearwater
Balearic Shearwater
Wilson’s Storm-petrel
European Storm-petrel
Leach’s Storm-petrel
Night Heron
Little Egret
Great White Egret
Purple Heron
Honey Buzzard
Black Kite
Montagu’s Harrier
Rough-legged Buzzard
Golden Eagle
Red-footed Falcon

Spotted Crake
Corncrake
Common Crane
Kentish Plover
American Golden Plover
Temminck’s Stint
White-rumped Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Grey Phalarope
Sabine’s Gull
Ring-billed Gull
Roseate Tern
White-winged Black Tern
Black Guillemot
Alpine Swift
(European) Bee-eater
(Greater) Short-toed Lark
Red-rumped Swallow
Richard’s Pipit
Tawny Pipit
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Red-throated Pipit
Grey-headed Wagtail
Black-bellied Dipper
Cetti’s Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Subalpine Warbler
Barred Warbler
Greenish Warbler

Pallas’s Warbler
Radde’s Warbler
Dusky Warbler
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Woodchat Shrike
(European) Serin
Arctic Redpoll
Common Roseﬁnch
Cirl Bunting
Ortolan Bunting
Rustic Bunting
Little Bunting

In view of the increasing number of records of locally uncommon
species being received and in the light of certain anomalies (e.g.
regularly occurring birds such as Bean Goose and Spotted Crake require
descriptions by the YNU whereas species not recorded in the YOC area
like Sooty Shearwater and Razorbill do not), the recorders feel that some
substantiation of records of some other species is needed.
Accordingly, contributors MAY be asked to provide details for the
following species/subspecies (but observers should be expected to be
asked to submit notes for the species given in bold):
White-fronted Goose
Snow Goose
Brent Goose – all races
Egyptian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Garganey
Red-crested Pochard
Long-tailed Duck
(Greater) Scaup
(Common) Eider
Common Scoter
Velvet Scoter
Red-breasted Merganser
Black Grouse
Quail
Golden Pheasant
Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver

Great Northern Diver
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Fulmar
Manx Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Gannet
Shag
(Great) Bittern
White Stork
Spoonbill
Red Kite
Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Goshawk
Osprey
Merlin
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Hobby
Stone Curlew
Little Ringed Plover
Dotterel
Knot
Sanderling
Little Stint
Pectoral Sandpiper
Purple Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper
Jack Snipe
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Whimbrel
Spotted Redshank
Great Skua
Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Mediterranean Gull
Little Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
(^ of Baltic race fuscus)
Yellow-legged Gull
Iceland Gull
(^ including Kumlien’s Gull)
Glaucous Gull
Sabine’s Gull
Kittiwake
Sandwich Tern
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Black Tern

Guillemot
Razorbill
Pufﬁn
Little Auk
Ring-necked Parakeet
Long-eared Owl
Hoopoe
Wryneck
Horned Lark (=Shore Lark)
Wood Lark
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Yellow Wagtail (scarce races)
Bluethroat
Nightingale
Black Redstart
Ring Ouzel
Yellow-browed Warbler
Firecrest
Bearded Tit
Crested Tit
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Chough
Raven
Twite
Common Redpoll
(^ including Mealy Redpoll)
(Common) Crossbill
Scottish Crossbill
Hawﬁnch
Snow Bunting
Lapland Bunting

In addition, the Recorder may ask contributors to provide some
supporting evidence for some species not listed here, taking into account
such factors as observer experience, out-of-season occurrences and
unusual or difﬁcult plumages, etc. This will be at the Recorder’s discretion
and the list of species requiring descriptions is under constant review.
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