YORK ORMITEOLOGICAL CLUB REPORT

PUBLISHED BY TEE YORK ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUE 1991

Edited by: J. Pewtress, b. Anderson, T. Dixon, C. Hayes, M.
Leakey.



Committee

Recording Area

Editorial

Review of 1980s

First sightings 1990
Pocklington Canal WBS 1990
Classified Records
Escapes

List of Contributors

CONTENTS

Page

11
58
&0



Hon. Life President:

Chairman:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Recorder:

Assistant Recorders:

Excursions Secretary

COMMITTEE

T.M. Clegg

I.R. Newton,

Mrs. M. Pirozek,

Mrs. V. Weston,

J. Pewktress,

Hrs., D. Anderson
T.E. Dixon

C. Hayes

¥. Leakey

B. caffrey,


Rectangle

Rectangle

Rectangle

Rectangle

Rectangle


RECORDING AREA

S
Kisurn i —— Kiby
Anipleforth Nunningt: QMjSNﬂOn
57 &7 'Havi_"sham |
Brapdsby
i " nstid waoNg
Essligwold fase .
Sade,
T
Mol HE ’
"Toﬁerlm Forest Lazvening
- & -Flagton
Buttgrerambe
'Bgd?eq% BishopWilton

@c&ﬁer
N, &
4
Caany

53
Sharbur Bl
n é__mcp

in Elmst

*honk Frysion

Ezstringtor




¥YORK ORNITHOLOGICAL CILUB

This Report has been compiled by members of York
Ornithological Club and nearly all the recomxds have been
subritted by members, who are active in watching an area of
about 550 sguare miles around York which the club is
responsible for recording.

The Club has a membership of about 70 and meets once a month
(except July and August) in The Friends Meeting House,
Castlegate, on the first Tuesday of the month, for a full
programme of +talks and discussions - and for the informal
exchange of information which bird-watchers find invaluable.

In addition, on the first Sunday of each month, there is a
Club excursion tc an area of ornithological interest, usually
outside the recording area.

EDITORIAL

Thanks are due once again to all those members and nhon-members
who have submitted records for this report. The production
team of Tim Dixon (Divers to Wildfowl), Christ Hayes {Raptors
to Coot), Mike Leakey (Waders to Woodpeckers), Jim Pewtress
return

(Doves to Warblers) and bPenise Anderson (Flycatchers to
Buntings), have compiled the species accounts. Muriel Pirozek
has been responsible for the final production of the Report
and illustrations have kindly been provided by Andy Booth,
Mike Leakey and Nigel Stewart.

The processing of records places a time consuming and often
repetitive workload on the above persons, who have given their
time and effort freely to produce this Report and our grateful
thanks are due to them.

Our thanks also go to the members of ‘the committee for the
work they have done during the Year, our travelling members
who kindly share with us their intrepid expeditions and those
members who offer 1ifts to those without transport on club
outings. -



REVIEW OF THE 1980s

The eighties saw a consolidation of club membership,
however there has been a drop in the number of contributors to
the club‘s annual report. This dees not appear to have
lessened the number of records received as most sites are now
well watched and indeed a few new sites have come +o
prominence, but set against this is the fact that records have
diminished from the more northern and western areas. The
trend was briefly reversed during work for the club’s Breeding
Bird Atlas, but since this was finished it has returned.

The club was deeply shocked and saddened by the sudden
.death of our Chairman, Geoff Smith in 1985 (see 1584 Report),
and it was a fitting tribute to him that the club raised the
money +to finance the building of a hide at North Duffield
Carrs for the pleasure of all birdwatchers, at a site that
would have given Geoff a lot of pleasure over the years.

In the early 1980s there was a small recording team under
the recoxders B.G. Pepper, D. Braithwaite and wT. Dixen,
however in recent years the team has been expanded by T. Dixon
and now with J. Pewtress we have four assistant recorders and
an assistant who gives many hours of work to the publication
of our report. We must not forget all the members who have in
one capacity or another been a member of the committee and
least of all to you the member without whom this report would
not be available.

We have been very fortunate that during this period the
valuable Derwent Ings has been protected from drainage and
development; however the prospect of navigation along one of
our cleanest and most unspoilt rivers gives cause for concern.
We hope that the results of the House of Lords’ Appeal hearing
will be in favour of the organisations and individuals who
have fought to protect this quiet stretch of river.

The eighties proved an exciting time in the club area with
many new species being added to our ever increasing list.

1980 produced a Snow Goose in the area for three weeks in
April and a male and female Ring Ouzel at Wheldrake Ings. A
long overdue Peregrine flew over Wressle Castie in December.

1981 proved a remarkable year with no fewer than eleven
nevw species. The year began with an unexpected Purple Heron
at Wheldrake Ings on 4th January. Continuing its spread north
a Ruddy Duck put in an appearance at Wheldrake Ings on 22nd
March, with two present from 5th to 12th April. A Brent Goose
was present on 7th and the month was rounded off nicely with a
Ring Necked Duck from 14th to 23rd and a Great Skua harassing
a Heron in poor weather on 26th. May brought us two
continental overshooters, a Kentish Plover at North Duffield
Carrs on 22nd and, much to the delight of Geoff smith, a
dashing Bee-eater flew south along the River Ouse at Wheldrake
Ings. In September, Red-backed Shrikes graced the area with
an immatuvre at York University on 2nd and a fine male at
Heworth Golf Club on 7th. & Golden Pheasant at Naburn Sewage
Works on 18th and 24th October was taken into captivity.

The normally guiei month of Hovember produced a Bean Goose
at Wheldrake Ings to the year end, a Green—winged Teal on ist
and 4th and & Rock Pipit was at Naburn Sewage Works from 7th
te i4th.



What could 1982 bring us? Well a near arctic wader in May
with a Baird’s Sandpiper at cCastle Howard on 15th. An
unexpected disorientated Guillemot flew east over Wheldrake
Ings during a thunder storm on 29th June and a Stone Curlew, a
rare visitor to Yorkshire these days, was there on 9th August
2nd briefly at Elvington the following day.

Most unexpected were +twoe fenale Long-tailed Ducks which
arrived at Stearsby on 27th October and stayed until +the
year-end. An immature was at Riccall on 27th Novenber.

1983 proved to be a spectacular year with 196 species seen
and nine gdistinct sub-species. Added to this, a marvellous
breeding season and six new spacies! A Whiskered Tern at
Castle Howard on 4th June and in September a Barred Warbler
betrayed its presence at Anchor Plain on 4th by flying into a
mist net. A whirring Puffin along the River Ouse at Fulfoerd
Ings on 5th must have been stared at in disbelief, as was the
Manx Shearwater sitting at the side of +the A64 at
Stockton-on-the~Forest on 15th (it was later released at the
coast). Our third near arctie wader, a White-rumped
Sandpiper, was at Melbourne on 26th. A light phase Arctic
Skua flew south at Wheldrake Ings on 21st October.

The only new species of 1984 was a juvenile Red-necked
Phalarope at Wheldrake Ings on 18th August. However, there
were five new sub-species: a Great Snow Goose, ‘Yellow
legged’ Herring Gulls of the northern and southern races, a
scandinavian Rock Pipit and a ‘tristis’ Chiffchaff.

A small ipvasion into Britain of Arctic Redpell during the
winter 1984/84 saw a bird at Heslington from 28th to 30th
Jdanuary 1985. The only other newcomer was an American Wigeon
frem the 28th May to oth June, at Wheldrake Ings. ‘

A White Stork at Foggathorpe on 1ith June 1986 must have
been a fine sight and an immature Marsh Warbler at Roscarrs
from 25th September to 4th October would have tested
identification skills. The Great Northern Diver at Castle
Howard on 26th November to 21st December posed few problems
with fine views of this splendid diver.

In 1987 a fine Reeve’s Pheasant graced Scrayingham on Sth
HMay. Increasing numbers of Red-footed Falcons coming to
Britain in recent years produced a Jjuvenile in the
Roscarrs/Barlow Grange area on 16th September. A female
Barrow’s Goldeneye at Wheldrake Ings from 2nd to 14th November
still awaits the nod from the relevant records committees.

The club meeting on 3rd May 1988 could well have ended in
disarray when it was announced that a Caspian Tern had flown
past the Geoff Smith Hide only an hour before. Alas, it was
not seen again.

A rather tatty Raven in need of a few wing and tail feathers
was seen at Wheldrake Ings on 30th May and 12th June.

What a pity that the end of the eighties could not produce
a new species, however a new sub-species, Greenland Wheatear,
was added. So at the end of an exciting decade thirtyfive new
species were added to our list, bringing the grand total to
252. It goes to show that you do not need te travel too far
to get good birds. Iet’s hope that the 1590s produce as good
& crop as the 1980s.

Jim Pewtress
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First sightings 1990

CHIFFCHAFF
WHEATEAR
SAND MARTIN
GARGANY

WILLOW WARBLER
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER
BLACKCAP

SWIFT

SWALLOW

YELLOW WAGTAIIL
REDSTART

CUCROO

TREE PIPIT

RUDDY DUCK
WHITETHROAT
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
WHIMBREL

COMMON SANDPIPER
HOUSE MARTIK
LESSER WHITETHROAT
SEDGE WARBLER

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER

TURTLE DOVE
WOOD WARELER
COMMON TERN
GARDEN WARBLER
WHINCHAT
OSPREY

REED WARBLER
BLACK REDSTART
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER
RING CUZLE
WOOD SANDPIPER

SKIPWITH COMMOR
WHELDRAKE INGS
WHELDRAKE INGS
WHELDRAKE iNGS

ESCRICK

WHELDRAKE INGS

BRANDSEY

OSWALDKIRK

ACASTER MALBIS & W/INGS

CAWOOD PARK & W/INGS

HORTH DUFFIELD CARRS

SKIPWITH COMMON

SKIPWITH COMMON

WHELDRAKE INGS

POPELETON

WHELDRAKE INGS

STORWOOD

CASTLE HOWARD

ESCRICK

WHELDRAKE INGS

STORWOOD &
BISHOPTHORDPE/NABURN

POPPLETON & NABURN SEWAGE

WORKS

WHELDRAXKE INGS
WASS

CLIFTON LAKE
POPPLETON

SUTTON RUSH

CASTLE HOWARD
SKIPWITH COMMON
RAIIMAY CARRIAGE WORKS
BISHOPTHORPE
CLIFTON LAKE
NABURN SEWAGE WORKS



POCKLINGTON CANAL WBS 1990

Mute Swan
Shelduck

Gadwall
Mallard
Shoveler
Tufted Duck
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Hoorhen

Coot
Oystercatcher
Lapwing

Snipe

Curlew
Redshank
Turtle Dove
Wood Pigeon
Collared Dove
Stock bove
Cuckoo
Kingfisher
G.S. Woodpecker
Skylark
Meadow Pipit
Grey Wagtail
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Wren
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Song Thrush
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Reed Warbler
Whitethroat
Blackcap
Willow Warbler
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Long—-tailed Tit
Willow Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Bulifinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
Corn Bunting
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CLASSTIFIED LIST

The sequence and scientific nomenclature used is that of vous,
K.H., List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species (1972 and 1877)
B.0.U., 1977.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis

As usual the majority of records from the Lower Derwent Valley
where probably eight pairs bred. Up to three birds here in
February with an influx of breeding birds from third week of
March. The last of the breeding population was a single cn
3rd August, then no more until wintering birds arrived with up
to four from 19th November to year end.

Elsewhere, two pairs bred at Brandsby Dale. Birds present
during the breeding season but with no other indication of
breeding at Skipwith Common, cCawood, Poppleton and Castle
Howard. The only winter record away from the Iower Derwent
Valley was a single on the Ouse at Poppleton on 1Bth December.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus

Two pairs bred successfully at Castle Howard and single pairs
bred successfully at Lower Derwent Valley, Drinhouses Pond and
Sand Hutton Ponds and unsuccessfully at Clifton Lake.

A scattering of spring passage birds in the second half of May
with one at University on 16th, one at Poppleton on 2ist, a
pair at Wiganthorpe on 22nd, a pair at Red House on 25th.
Autumn birds were an immature at Poppleton on 7th July with
two immatures there on L10th, an adult and two immatures at
Pond Head and the last, an immature at Clifton Lake on 28th
September.

At Castle Howard one or two in January and February until six
on 24th February, up to 14 in March, eight in 2pril and 16 in
May. Up to 10 in August to Cctober, four onm 6th November and
one on 7th December.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus

A single on the River Ouse at Poppleton from 14th to 19th
December (IWR,CR,DA).

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis

A full summer plumaged adult in the ILower Derwent Valley at
Wheldrake Ings from 28th April to 3rd May, where it is now an
almost annual spring migrant.

FULMAR Fulmarus glacialis

One on the road between Escrick and Wheldrake at mid-day on

8th December flew off north low over fields into driving snow
(CR).
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MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus

One picked up unharmed in a field at Laytham on 8th October
was transported to Spurn, ringed and released next morning
vhen it flew off strongly (TED).

CORMORANT Phalacroceorax carbo

On the Ouse above York,
two at Foppleton on 1ith
January, four there next
day and seven at Red House
Reservoir on 14th.

A generally poor showing in
the Lower Dervent Valley
with an adult from 3rd to
24th February. In March
three on 10th; an adult
from 3rd to 23rd, joined by
an adult showing
characterstics of the
continental race sinensis
on 18th which remained to
27th with a third bird
present on 23rd. Further
singles on 30th April, 25th
October and 30th December.

Elsewhere: a second-summer
bird at Castle Howard on
23rd April and 13th Hay,
three flew north-east over
Woodthorpe on 26th April, a
first winter bird was at
Castle Howard from 8th
August to 7th December with
twoe first winters on 1st
becember ., One at the
university on 8th December
and an adult and first
winter at Acaster South
Ings on 30th.

GREY HEROCH Ardea cinerea

Bred in Lower Derwent Valley but the heronry not counted.
Honthly maxima of eleven in May, 20 in June, nine in July, 15
in Augqust, seven in September and six in October.

Seen regularly elsewhere in all months and throughout the
area.

12
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An adult in the Lower Derwent Valley on 20th and 21st May left
to the noxth at 17.50 hours in 21st (TED et al.).
First record for the area and long overduel

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Seven pairs bred in the Lower Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal
where there were up to 12 in February and 15 in December.

Very scarce elsewhere: at Clifton Lake, a single in January,
up to two in February, seven in March, singles in April and
May, three in June and singles in November and December,

One at Naburn sewage Works on 3rd January, a pair at Newburgh
on 15th, singles at Castle Howard on 23rd April and 2nd May.

A pair at Howsham on 10th July and a pair at Stearshby
attempted to breed but failed.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus columbianus

Twentyfive flew north over Brandsby on 28th March, otherwise
all records from Lower Derwent Valley where birds were seen as
follows. Up to 50 in January, 47 in February and 46 in March
with 14 on 31ist the last. TFirst of the autumn were four on
24th GOctober, then up to ten in November and 20 in December.

13



BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus bewickii

All records from Lower Derwent Valley where numbers were again
disappointingly low. Up to 50 in January and 19 in February
with 18 on 4th March the last.

First returning bird was an adult on 27th October with up to
six regularly to year end.

BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis

The usual late winter/spring records from the ILower Derwent
Valley. The first were two on 4th March with up to four
regularly during the month. Up to nine regularly during April
declining to one by the month end. O©One on 1i0th May and two on
13th.

PINK~FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhychos

In the Lower Derwent Valley, one on 10th February with up to
five in March and seven in April, one or two regularly to 13th
May. Twelve on 29th October, eight on 1st November and a
single on 31ist December.

Elsewhere: singles at Castle Howard on 5th, 13th, 15th and
22nd May, 2nd October, 30th November, 1st, 7th and 17th
December and 47 flew south-east

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons

All records from the Lower Derwent Valley where two on 4th
March, a single on 18th April and presumably the same party of
four birds on 2%th October, ist November and l4th December.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

Around forty pairs bred in the Lower Derwent Valley. Monthly
maxima were 103 in January, 60 in February, 95 in March, 70 in
April, 200 in May, 220 in July 155 in August, 508 in
September, 143 in October, 400 in November and 550 in
December.

Elsewhere: four pairs bred on Skipwith Common. At Castle
Howard 302 on 27th January, 311 on 3rd March, 291 on 7th
April, 110 on 1st August, 123 on 3rd September, 2%6 on 30th
November, 464 on 7th December.

One hundred grey geese which flew north-east over Red House
Reservoir on 7th March were thought to be this species.

CANADA GOOSE Branta Canadensis

Around 20 pairs bred in the Lower Derwent Valley where monthily
maxima were 140 in January and February, 125 in March, 120 in
April, 80 in May, 17 in June, 135 in July, 21 in August, 50 in
September and October, 300 in November and 700 in December.

A bird present from 27th Cctoker to 16th November was one of

14



the small migratory races probably minima.

Elsewhere: singles pairs bred at Crockey Hill, York Foss and
Stearsby. The only significant other counts were 38 at
Clifton Lake on 7th January and 115 at Castle Howard on 27th
January with 90 there on 3rd March and 282 on 3rd September.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta bernicla

In the Lower Derwent Valley, 19 on 24th February with 20 next
day. Singles on 24th and 30th April, 3rd, 13th and 24th Hay
with two from 4th to 12th May. Three on 28th August, and five
from 31st October to 2nd December with four from 4th to 29th.

Elsevhere: up to three regularly at Castle Howard from 13th
January - te S5th May, with 138 (presumably feral) on 19th
September.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopocken aegyptiacus

Singles at Acaster South Ings on 5th and 7th February and in
Lower Derwent Valley on 12th May. )

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

Around 20 pairs probably bred in Lower Derwent Valley where up
te 23 in January, 18 in February and 232 in HMarch. Most
breeding birds had departed by mid~July but one Jjuvenile
repained to 24th August. First wintering bird to return was
on 13th October, increasing to three by mid-November and 11 by
31st Decerber.

Elsewhere: two at Riccall on 6th January, two at Ryther on
13th February and two at Cawood on 25th with four there on 5th
March and singles on 18th May and 7th June. Two juveniles at
Castle Howard on 1st Auqust.

MANDARIN Aix galericulata

Two drakes on the Ouse at Poppleton on S5th Hay (IWR,CR}.

HWIGEON Anas penelope

Five drakes and four females summered in the ILower Derwent
Valley and probably bred but as usual no proof obtained.
Monthly maxima here were 3000 in January, 5000 in February and
Marck declining to 200 by 17th April and 50 by 29th. Up to 14
in September, 450 in October, 520 in November and 4000 by year
end.

Ho significant counts from elsewhere.

An épparent Wigeon/American Wigeon hybrid at Wheldrake Ings on
21ist and 31st March.

15



GADWALL Anas strepera

Probably ten pairs bred in the Lower Derwent Valley where the
first youny appeared on 21st June. One on 3ist January
increased to 10 by 7th February, 47 on 15th 55 on 25th and 60
on 6th March, 27 still present at month end with up to 20
during April. Birds remained until two on 30th August. First
wintering bird was on 3rd October with four on 24th, a single
on four days in November and two to four on three days in
Decenber.

The only other record was of a drake at Acaster South Ings on
5th January and a drake at Castle Howard on 6th November.

TEAL Anas crecca

Four pairs probably bred in Lower Derwent Valley and one pair
at Bishopthorpe. Monthly maxima in Lower Derwent Valley were
rather low with 1500 in January, 3500 in February, 236 in
March, 300 in April, 400 in August and September, 430 in
October, 200 in November and 1500 in Decenber.

Elseyhere: 40 at Ozendyke Ings on 30th January with 62 there
on ist March. At Castle Howard, 23 on 19th Aungust, 32 on &6th
September and 33 on 1lth November. One hundred and fifty at
Skipwith Common on 13th October.

A drake of the race 4.c. carolinensii, Green Winged Teal in
Lower Derwent Valley from 1l4th to 16th April (DAR,TED).

MALLARD Anas platyrhynches

Rather low counts again from the Lower Derwent, with monthly
maxima of 1500 in January, 2000 in February, 2000 in Harch,
400 in June, 140 in July, 550 in August, 150 in September, 400
in October, 200 in November and 250 in December.

The only significant counts from elsewhere were 200 at
Skipwith Common on 15th September and 250 at Castle Howard on
1sth August. -

PINTAIL Anas acuta

In the Lower Derwent vValley up to 12 in January, 74 in
February, 166 in March, 20 in April, a drake throughout May to
2nd June. A female on 28th July, two on 7th August with a
female on 28th. A single on 30th September, up to four in
October from 13th, up to five in November and up to 17 in
Decenber.

The only other records were from Castle Howard where there
were singles on 6th, 13th and 27th January, 17th March, a pair
on 21st September and a drake on 17th December.

GARGANEY Anas éuerquedula

Probably bred in Lower Derwent Valley. The first was a drake
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on 24th March with birds present reqularly from 6th April. up
to four drakes and three females present throughout the
breeding season with the last a fewale on 14th August.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata

The only significant records were from the ILower Derwent
Valley where around 60 pairs bred. Monthly maxima here were,
15 in January, 150 in February, 250 in March, 11 in August,
two in September, five in October, 17 in November and 26 in
December .

POCHARD Aythya ferina

Three pairs probably bred in Lower Derwent Valley where winter
maxima were, 60 in January, 700 in February, 22 in March; one
in October, three in November and 310 in December.

Eisevhere: 41 at Castle Howard on 13th January with 40 there
on 27th. One hundred and six at Cawood on 30th January, 133
there on 1st February with 100 on 13th and 105 on 15th and 50
on lst March. One hundred and twenty at Acaster Ings on 22nd
February with %4 at Dringhouses Pond on 24th. Smaller nuebers
at Clifton Lake with up to 17 in January, 14 in February, 14
in November and 18 in December. Twentythree at Castle Howard
on lst December.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya juligula

Around 40 pairs bred in Iower Derwent Valley where winter
maxima were 10 in January, 110 in February, 150 in March;
singles from September to November and 40 in PBacember.

Other records included 18 at Poppleton on 6th February and 10
at Cawood on 15th. Twentytwo at Castle Howard on lst Decenmber
and 35 at Dringhouses Pond on 9th.

SCAaur Aythya marila

In the Iower Derwent Valley a female on 23rd September and
five female/immwatures on 30th December.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

A female/first winter bird on the Ouse at Acaster on 9th
Pecember (DF).

GOLDEREYE Bucephala clangula

Most records from lower Derwent Valley where up to eight in
January, 14 in February, 29 in March and 30 in April to the
last, two drakes, on 16th. Three drakes on 25th November and
up to 10 in December.

Elsewhere: three at Poppleton on 4th January, a drake at

17



Ryther on 30th, two red-heads at Cawood on 29th Ocrtober and
6th November and one at Castle Howard on 30th November and
11th December.

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Bred at Butterwick where 10 juveniles were seen on 27th June
{JK}.

In Lower Derwent Valley up to six in January, 37 in February,
25 in March, four on 7th April, one on 27th May, nine on 31st
October, singles on three days in November and up to 25 in
December.

AL Castle Howard up to 20 in Japuary, seven in February and 15
in March. Up to 11 in October from the first, a single, on
2nd, 43 in November and 106 in December,

A few records of up to seven birds during the winter menths
from Cawood, Poppleton and Acaster on the Ouse.

RURPDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis

In the Lower Derwent Valley a drake on 15th April, a female on
13th May and a drake on 18th May were the only records.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus

Male flying south at Wheldrake Ings 15th April (TED).

Also at Wheldrake Ings in May a cream-crown on 10th (TED),
females on 16th (TED,DR) and 17th (TED) with a single on 21st
(TED,DR). A male at Wheldrake Ings on 11th September (TED).

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus

A male at North Duffield Carrs 20th to 24th June (TED,FWO,NS)
and between Howden and Bubwith on 8th September (BC).

A male present at Wheldrake ings on l4th October and from 19th
to 13th November (TED,CR,NS,DR) with a ‘ring-tail’ en 7%h
(TED)}, 26th and 30th December (RSS).

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Cricus pygargus

An adult female seen at Stillingfleet/Acaster Aselby on 3rd
June (Dp).

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis

Sightings at Wheldrake Ings were: a male on 4th January {(DP);
females on September 2nd (TED,CR), 8th and 13th (CR), October
13th ({TED,CR) and 15th (TED}, a male on November 3rd {TED,CR)
and 13th (TED} and a female on 14th and 29th, 30th and 31st
December (TED).

Elsewhere: a single at Skipwith Commen on 6th July flew off
West (FWO). A female was seen to take a moorhen on Escrick
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Beck on 29th September (CR) and a female was seen oh Bank
Island on 30th {TED).

SPARROYW HAWK Accipiter nisus

A widespread and common breeding bird throughout the area.
Present in Acomb and Holgate axeas of York and at Poppleton
all year. Daily visitor to garden at Moor Monkton through
winter months (I.McD). Well established breeding species in
five 10km sguare: SES7, 67, 77, 56 and 66, where present
throughout season. Bred Ilower Derwent Valley/Pocklington
Canal area, Knavesmire area of York, Selby, Punnington Common.

HMonthly bird-days in the Lower UDerwent Valley/Pocklington
Canal area were:

Jan  Feb Har Apr Hay Jum Jul Aug Sep Oct KHav Dec

[ 4 10 7 2 5 8 6 2o 9 15 8
100 days compared to 68 in 1989 and 100 in 1988, with evidence
of a small spring and autumn passage.

BUZZARD Buteo buteo

Singles at Skipwith Common on 27th January (FWO,S0)and 17th
February at Brandsby Heights (PH). Also Breighton on 23rd
August (WT,VMW) and Sheriff Hutton on 18th December (JP).

A bird was seen in the southern part of the area reqularly
from 6th March until 20th June and a pair at Castle Howard on
10th August (PH).

OSFREY Pandion haliaetus

Singles at Castle Howard en 7th May (DP), Bonnygate on 10th
(FH) and west at Wheldrake Ings on 12th (TED).

An immature female at Wheldrake Ings from 28th August to S5th
October (TED,CR,AJB et al.). Same bird seen at Escrick on 7th
September {CR).

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus

Widespread throughout the area.

Known to have bred at bunnington Common (WT,VMW} and Escrick,
where three young were raised (CR).

Addition to 1989 Report

RED-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus

Single at Howden Station on 28th May (PR).

Third record for the area.

MERLIN Falco columbarius

A rather poor showing. Singles at: Babthorpe on 5th January;

North Duffield Carrs 8th February; Poppleton 31st March and
Wheldrake Ings 4th April; two females were seen flying north
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at Ellerton on 1l4th

Singles atWheldrake village on 22nd September, Wheldrake Ings
on 23rd and Bubwith on 27th October. & female at Escrick on
5th November and onhe £lying between Askham Bog and Askhanm
Bryan and over Acomb Green on 18th, also at Melbourne Ings on
14th December and possible record between Woodthorpe and Acomb
on 17th December.

HOBBY Falco subbuteco
A poor show compared with recent years.

In June, singles at Terrington {MP} and Morth Duffield Carrs/
Bubwith on 2nd (CR), Strensall Common on 214th & 15th {sB),
Melbourne on 2lst (TED) and an adult at Thornton Ellers on
27th (TED).

An adult was seen hunting House Martins at York Carriage Works
on 2nd July {DP) and =singles at North Duffield Carrs/Bubwith
on 17th and 19th (CR).

One seen chasing House Martins above Blackwood Rig Farm near
Skipwith on 10th August (FWO,AM); singles on 10th, 1ith, 23ra
and 28th at Wheldrake Ings (CR,DR,TED,DH) and on 3rd
September (CR) and 7th (TED).

PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus

Single seen eating a pigeon at Cawton Heights on 17th March
{(PH,RH).

An adult male at Wheldrake Ings on 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 12th
and 15th April (DbP,TED,CR) and singles at Skipwith Common on
8th and 10th (TEDP) and Kewbrugh Priory on 14th (JP).

On 9th September a young male and adult female were seen at
Selby (PR); single bird seen twice on 17th KNovember at
Brandsby village (PH,RD) and one at Wheldrake Ings on 24%h and
26th December (RSS).

RED~LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Bred ILower Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal (TED) and common
throughout the year at Heslington {TC).

Covies noted were: 12 at Thornton Ellers on 7th January when
five near Riccall with 32 near Deighton on 13th.

Three at Hagyg Lane on lst February and 17 near Skipwith Common
on 20th and eight there again on 21st.

Fourteen at Acaster Airfield on 17th October and 14 at Bubwith
on 27th. Twentyfour at Cawood Marsh on 6th November. Twelve
at Naburn on 22nd December, 15 at Elvington on 28th and 27 on
Dunnington Common on 30th.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
No counts but seems to be picking up slightly in Lower Derwent
Valley, where bred (TED).

A few pairs seen at Heslington where reasonable numbers shot,
probably increasing in area (TC).
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Covey of 12 at Hagg Bridge on 7th January; two at Poppleton on
29th March; six at Brandsby Bank on 8th April and two at
Poppleton on 19th. fTwo pairs at Middlethorpe Ings on Sth May;
two chicks at Butterwick on 5th July.

Covey of 16 at Poppleton on 13th and 16th September and 4th
COctober. Eight at Escrick on 22nd December.

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix

An unexpected winter bird with one at Thornton Ellers on 30th
(ML) and 31st January (TED).

Males singing at Wheldrake Ings (TED) and Storwood (ML) on
23rd May. Two males singing at North Puffield Carrs on 13th
June (TED) and 14th (NS} with singles on 20th (TED,NS) and
21st (TED) and a single at Butterwick on 28th (IC). A singing
male at Wheldrake Ings on 3rd July, three on 6th and a female
with 12 day-old chicks by windpump there on 7th; a male at
North Duffield Carrs on 12th and one at Wheldrake Ings on 18th
(TED) with a single on 1lth September (TED).

PHEASART Phasianus colchicus

Widespread throughout the area with many being released by
shooting syndicates.

Forty at Elvington on 28th December.

WATER RAIL Rallus aguaticus

Singles at York Water Works on 1st January and 14th March.
Heard calling at sSkipwith Common on 23rd March and 6th April.
Single at York Water Works on 1%th December.

At Wheldrake Ings: singles on 12th and 29th April; 3rd Hay;
26th to 31st July; 1st and 3rd August’ 2nd and 13th September;
8th, 9th, 22nd and 27th Octcber’ 20th and 21st November and
1ith and 14th bDecember.

Elsewhere in Derwent Valley: heard at North Duffield Carrs on
2nd and 22nd September and 24th November. A single at
Melbourne Ings on l4th December, ¢hurch Bridge Melbourne on
15th and Bielby Bridge on 22nd.

Presumed to have bred in Lower DerwentValley/Pocklington Canal
and a pair may have bred at York Water Works.

CORNCRAKE Crex crex

Singing male at Wheldrake Ings on 20th June (TED).

HOORHEEN Gallinula chloropus
Largest counts: 15 at Wheldrake Ings on 29th August; 10 at

Castle Howard on 4th September, 47 at Melbourne Pools on 14th
and 58 there on 26th November.
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Bred in Lower Derwent Valley (no counts taken), the first
chicks being seen at Wheldrake Ings on 7th May and 38 pairs
counted on Pocklington canal {TED). At Manor Farm Pond,
Poppleton, six chicks seen on 5th April with another seven on
3rd June and a further four on 25th July. A pair with two
well-grown juveniles and four chicks seen at North Duffield
Carrs on 31st July (ML). Several pairs bred at York
Waterworks; seven pairs at Escrick Ponds with 21 younyg seen.
An adult on the nest at North Duffield Carrs on 21st June
escaped a fox which took two young juveniles (ML).

One fell prey to a cat at Fulford ings on 3rd December (ML).

COOT Fulica atra

About 150 pairs bred in Lower Derwent Valley and Pocklington
Canal. A nest at Wheldrake Ings was occupied on 29th March
and the first young there were seen on 29th april. On 30th
April a clutch of 22 was found at Wheldrake Ings, possibly
dunped (TED). Alsc bred along River Ouse at Bishopthorpe
Palace and Poppleton.

Largest counts at Wheldrake Ings: 50 on 8th February’ 400 on
25t February; 200+ on 27th March and 329 (paired) on 17th
April {TED).

Six seen at Newton on 9th September.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus

Bred in average numbers in the Lower Derwent and Pocklington
Canal. The Lower Ouse/Wharfe provided a number of March
records (i.e. three at Cawood and twe at Ozendyke Ings on 8th)
but no subsequent confirmed breeding. At the site of last
Year’s successful breeding at Naburn, two Females were sitting
on 22nd April but no juveniles were seen. The Ouse above York
yielded pairs at Red House on lst March and Poppleton on 18th
{probably on passage).

Spring arrival was heralded by three at Wheldrake Ings and one
at Bank Island on 18th February. Nine bird-days in ILower
Dexwent prior to main influx on 14th March.

Following two over Strensall Common on 1lth post-breeding
movement was confined to the end of July and early BAugust.
Maxima were eight at Naburn on 22nd July: six at Red House on
27th and seven at Wheldrake Ings on 28th. last of the autumn
one at wheldrake Ings on 6th August.

A single at Bishopthorpe on 22nd December constituted the York
Area’s fourth record for that meonth (DP).

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius

Once again an undistinguished breeding performance, with none
of the four pairs reported raising young. Breeding attempted

at Naburn Sewage Works, York Waterworks, British Sugar and
probably North Duffield carrs.
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Spring passage was unspectacular: Wheldrake Ings provided 30
April bird-days after the first two of the year on 4ath (CR).
Ko more than a handful wvere recorded at North Duffield Carrs,
Rieceall, cCawood and Clifton Lake.

In Autumn an adult and three juveniles at Rieccall on 25th July
may possibly have been of local origin. The last of the
year were singles on 4th and 28th Auqust (TED).

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Ho breeding was attempted.

An encouraging (and early) start to spring passage vas
reported from Wheldrake Ings: a single on 22nd March was
followed by 10 the next day, one on 27th and two on 29th.
However, April had only a single bird-day here and May four,

Elsewhere: four near Skipwith Common on 10th April and two
near Cawecod on 15th were the only records. North Dbuffield
Carrs provided an interesting seven bird-days in early June.

Return passage was confined to Wheldrake Ings and comprised
five bird-days, with the last on 27th August.

DOTTEREL Charadrius marinellus

Five on northward
passage at
Snargate near
Brandshy on 20th
April constitutes
an excellent
raecord for the
York area (PH).

23



AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER

One was found in a flock of 50 Golden Plover on Bubwith Ings
on 31st July.

First record for the area {if accepted) and the icing on the
cake of an excellent year for the larger plovers (TED).

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria

Following a disappointing January, February and March yielded
some spectacular counts. Subsequent spring passage wag
unremarkable, however, and return movement similarly average.
A few reasonable flocks were reported in the York and
Pocklington districts in October-November but not until
December did significant numbers re-cccupy the Lower Derwent.

The only large January flocks comprised 1500+ at 0ld Earswick
on lst and 1200 at Wheldrake Ings on 30th. In February the
ILower Derwent regularly held over 4000 birds, with the peak
being 6050 on 1st. On 3rd 1700 were counted at Copmanthorpe.
March maximum in the Lower Derwent was 5100 on 20th; 850 were
at Ryther on 10th. The only three figure April counts came
from Cawood (118 on 3rd), Wheldrake Ings (235 on 10th) and
Ryther (142 on 15th). The last individual of spring paused at
Wheldrake Ings on 10th May (TED).

Southward passage began on 10th July with one at Bishopthorpe
{DP) and 15 at North Duffield Carrs on 12th. Thereafter until
the end of September double figure counts came from Ricecall,
Naburn, Copmanthorpe and many sites in the lLower Derwent,
Larger flocks comprised 300 at North Duffield Carrs on 17th
July, 100 at Wheldrake ings on 9th August and 150 at Bubwith
cn 11th September.

Uctober brought up to 200 to the Copmanthorpe/Askham Bryan
district and a notable 24 at Hvingham on 4th, but by far the
largest flock was 640 at Shipton on 31st.

November records included 300 at Tilmire on 5th, 500 on
Pocklington Airfield on 21st, 700 on North Duffield Ings on
19th and 300 at Askham Bryan on 26th. By 5th December the
Shipton flock had swollen to 1600 and ¥Wheldrake Ings held 1000
on 1llth with lower Derwent having a respectable 3000 by 31st.

GREY PLOVER Plurialis squatarola

The year brought a remarkable sequence of spring passage birds
to Wheldrake Ings, concentrated into a six~day period in early
May. Following five on 3rd, eight were present on 4th and
5th, a single on 6th and four on 8th (TED,MH,ML,CR,DR) .

LAPWING YVanellus vanellus

January yielded few large counts but good numbers were
recorded in February and March. Bred in normal numbers in the
Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal but rather few reports came
from elsewhere. Late summer and early autumn numbers were
rather low but wintering flocks built up satisfactorily in the
last two months of the year.
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In January 1000 were at Copmanthorpe on 6th and a maximum of
2500 at Wheldrake Ings on 30th. The Lower Derwent produced
its annual maximum on 1ist February when 5350 were counted;
4600 present on 8th while 3250 were logged on 14th March.

Birds were on territory at Brandsby and Moor Monkton by 17th
March and by 2nd April were incubating at Whitemoor Mine where
three broods of chicks were noted on the early date of 28th.

The first post-breeding flock comprised 25 individuals at
North Buffield Carrs on 20th June, increasing to 150 by 24th.
Some 600 at this site onm 17th July proved to be the largest of
several three-figure aggregations in the Lower Derwent in the
period July-September. The only COCctober flocks reported

involved up to 100 at Wheldrake Ings and up to 200 in the
Askham Bog-Knapton area. November opened with an excellent
1300 on Tilmire on S5th and continued with 300 at Poppleton on
Bth, 600 at Marto on 17th, 290 at Clifton and 500 at North

Duffield Ings on 19th and 300 at Askham Bryan on 26th.
Predictably, numbers increased in December, maxina being 1800
at shipten on Sth, 3500 at Wheldrake Ings on 18th and 1200 at
Ellerten/Aughton on 30th.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris

A winter-plumaged individwal at Wheldrake Ings on 1l4th~16th
May constitutes the first spring record for the York area
(MH,TED,DR).

More typical in date were the five juveniles present at the
same site from 23rd to 26%th Auwgust (MH,TED,DR). A good year.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina

In the Lower Derwent, wintering flocks in the early meonths of
the year were rather disappointing and spring passage merely
average. August-September brought a +trickle of southbound
birds to Wheldrake Ings, but not until December did large
numbers return.

January maXimum was a mere 10 birds at North Duffield Carrs on
28th. In February the lower Derwent held 90 on the 4th and a
healthy 230 on 15th, while 220 were counted on 14th March.
Thereafter numbers declined and flocks became concentrated at
Wheldrake Ings, where 40 remained on 27th March and 10-20
present regularly throughout April. May yielded 12 bird-days,
the last being a single on 24th {TED}.

The first of auntumn was a single at Wheldrake Ings on 21st
July (DR) followed by six August bird~days from 20th.
September provided 43 bird-days here until 30th, the maximum
being seven on the 11th. The sole November record concerned
five at Wheldrake Ings on 26th. December Lower Derwent counts
increased from 47 on 10th to 80 on 18th and 240 on 30th.

Elsewhere: two were at Ryther on 1st March, up te four graced
Castle Howard in September, one was present at Melbourne on
22nd and 23rd and three were found at Stillingfleet on 9th
bDecember.
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RUFF Philomachus pugnax

Numbers were low in the early months of the year but recovered
somewhat in March so spring passage could be described as
average. Lekking was noted on several dates in late March and
April, but no subsequent proof of breeding was obtained.
Return passage was sparse and virtually confined to August.,
Reasonable wintering numbers returned to the Ings in November
- Decenmber.

Monthly maxima in the Lower Derwent were: 10 on 30th January,
29 on 8th February, 57 on 14th March, 31 on 19th April and 3¢
on 3rd May. The last of spring was a Reeve on 13th May.

Wheldrake Ings held a single on 14th July and yielded 11
bird-days between 1st and 20th August. One was present on
23rd September. On this site 30+ on 14th November heralded
the arrival of the lower Derwent’s wintering population, which
in December increased from 41 on 17th to 75 on 30th.

Elsewhere: three were noted at Castle Howard on four
mid-August dates, two were present at Linton Lock on 24th
August and two paused at Melbourne on 26th September. The
Ouse below York then provided sone interesting records,
comprising nine at Bishopthorpe on 6th November and up to five
at Acaster South Ings from 19th December to the year end.

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus

Wintering populations in the York Area continue to be at a
very low ebb, with a mere four records received,

Three were at Strensall Common on 1st April and one near
Crayke on 10th October. In November singles were noted at
Wheldrake Ings on 1st and near Ampleofrth on the 17th.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago

Breeding numbers in the Lower Derwent /Pocklington Canal
appeared unchanged. Elsewhere three to four pairs probably
bred at Fulford Ings, up te four pairs at Bishopthorpe and two
pairs on Clifton Ings. All breeding records outside the
Derwent should be submitted in future.

No significant counts were received for January or February.
In Maxch, the first drumming individual was noted at Bubwith
on l4th. Elsewhere, 16 were at Ozendyke Ings on 13th March,
76 at Fulford Ings on 27th and 32 at Cawood on 29th. April
records included 23 at Ryther on 1st and 30 at Newton Mask on
9th.

Newly hatched Snipe chicks were noted at East Cottingwith on
5th July, a late date, probably indicating a second brood.
Such nests would obviously be vulnerable to destruction by hay
cutting.

Post-breeding counts at Wheldrake Ings in July were regularly
in double figures, the maximum being 22 on 28th. Subsequently
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monthly maxima here comprised 20 on 11th August, 24 on 11th
September, 10 on 10th October anbd 16 on 22nd November. In
December, 30 were present on the Pocklington canal near
Melbourne on 22nd. Elsewhere, Castle Howard amassed 17
bird-days in August-september, four were at Riccall on 3rd-dth
August and six were at Poppleton on 11th November.

HOODCOCK Scoloparxr rusticola

Species bred or possibly bred at skipwith Common, Askham Bog,
Buttercranbe Wood, two sites near Brandsby, and Yearsley Moor.

Twelve were present at Thornton Ellers on 14th March, while at
first light on the 3rd of that month one was noted feeding eon
& lawn near SKkipwith Common.

Post-breeding dispersal is suggested by records of three at
Wheldrake Ings on July 24th and two at Eserick on 6th August.

October-December records came from Gilling, Wheldrake Ings,
Walmgate Stray, Fulford Ings and Melbourne. In December, two
were flushed from a Bishopthorpe hedge by a Kestrel on Bth
while an individual at Escrick Beck reappeared for its third
successive winter.

BLACK-TAILED GCDWIT Limosa limosa

Following an early arrival spring passage was again sparse
and although occasional display was noted no breeding was
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attempted. Autumn records are generally few and far between
50 the virtually continucus presence of a handful of birds at
Wheldrake Ings in September and early October was unexpected.

A winter-plumaged bird appeared at North Duffield cCarrs on
25th February and was followed by a summer-plumaged individual
on 4th March and two from 10th to 22nd. At Wheldrake Ings
what was probably the last-named pPair were in residence from
23rd March to 9th April. Singles noted here on eight
subsequent April dates and a flock of nine paused briefly on
19th; last of spring was one on sth May.

All autumn records came from Wheldrake Ings. August yielded
two on 7th and one on 18th. Three arrived on September 11th,
cone of which remained until 6th October.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT limosa lapponica

An excellent year for the species with all six records coning
from Wheldrake Ings.

An unprecedented flock of 17 on 30th April was followed by the
following May records: two on 3rd (associating with
Whimbrels) and singles on 4th and 7th.

In July three flew south on 6th while one on 11th September
arrived with three Black-tailed Godwits; the fifth and sixth
autumn records for the area.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus

Spring passage numbers at the Wheldrake Ings roost werae
equivalent +to those of 1989 despite incomplete observer
coverage. First of spring were four on 10th April, the month
yielded 321 bird-days with a maximum of 136 on 29th. May
produced 191 bird-days, maximum 100+ on 3rd {observed with a
night-sight borrowed from the Army) and the last a single on
25th.

Elsewhere: single individuals were noted over Storwood on 22nd
April and Escrick on lst May.

Return passage typically fell in the last few days of July and
the month of August. Wheldrake Ings recorded 31 bird-days
between 28th July and 17th August, the maximum being a
disappointing five on 14th August.

Away from the Derwent, August records came from Heslington
Common (twe on 1lth) and Selby (three flying west on 12th and
two on 26th).

CURLEW Numenius arquata

Bred in normal numbers in the ILower Derwent/Pocklington Canal.
Elsewhere breeding or probable breeding records came from
Skipwith Common (where successful), South Ings Acaster,
Claxton, Strensall, Wigginton, Poppleton, Moor Monkton and
several sites in our three northernmest 10km squares. One
remaining +territory was reported within the York outer
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ring-read in rough pasture north of Bootham Stray (a site
earmarked for development) (MH).

The Lower Derwent supported healthy wintering populations at
both ends of the year and post-breeding flocks were a decided
improvement on those of 1989.

In the early months Lower Derwent maxima comprised 42 on 12th
January, 55 on 1st February and 120 on 20th Marech. Up to 15
were present in the Ouse/Wharfe confluence district in late
February.

Many local breeders had re-occupied territories by mid-March
but passage continued through the Derwent well into April.
Even so, flocks of up to 20 at Wheldrake Ings in the last week
of May are difficult to interpret.

Post-breeding aggregations in late June included 35 at
Wheldrake Ings on 2lst and 50 there the next day. In July,
this site and North Duffield cCarrs both regularly attracted
double figures, respective maxima being 21 on 16th and 23 on
9th. The August peak at Wheldrake Ings involved 21 on isth,
with East Cottingwith yielding 10 on 1ist. Eisewhere during
the month, three were at Castle Howard on 22nd and three over
Farlington on 27th.

All subsegquent records came from Wheldrake Ings, where
September’s maximum was six on 23rd. A pronounced influx came
in the second half of October with 24 on 17th and 31 on 24th.
The November peak comprised 52 birds on 13th while in December
57 were counted on 3ist.

SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropos

The poorest showing for many years with no autumn records.
A transitional plumaged bird at Wheldrake Ings on 5th and 10th
April, with a single there on 5th May.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus

The Lower Derwent/Pocklington canal continues +o maintain a
good breeding population of approx. 120 pairs. Elsewhere
birds held territory at Acaster Ings, Bishopthorpe Ings,
Naburn, Naburn Sewage Workd and Fulford Ings, although the
bird is considered to be near extinct as a breeding bhird in
York (MH).

In the Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area numbers were
scarce in January with maximum of seven on the 20th. Early
February had 12 on 1st, 41 on 4th, 29 on 8th and 49 on 15th;
thirty were present from 25th until 4th March. Spring passage
occurred early with 83 on 14th March and 5¢ on 20th;
thereafter few records as birds dispersed.

Wheldrake Ings held a post-breeding flock of 150 on i15th July,
however mainly single birds were observed throughout August,
September and October. The only counts in the latter part of
the year were three at Wheldrake Ings on lst November, six on
17th December, nine on the lath, 12 at Ellerton/Aughton on
30th and 10 at North Duffield on 31st.

29



Elsewhere: singles at Riccall, Cawood, Middlethorpe Ings and
two at Poppleton.

GREENSHANK Tringa riebularia

A poor year with a poor spring passage. A:single at Wheldrake
Ings on 17th March, three on 3rxrd May and singles on 4th, 5th,
23rd and 24th. At North buffield Carrs a single from 4th teo
9th June and on the 18th.

single returning birds were at Wheldrake Ings on 1i6th, 17th
and 28th July and throughout August with the exception of four
on 1st, two on 6th, 20th, 24th and 25th (34 bhird days).
September produced 20 bird days with four on the 1lst and 2nd,
three on the 9th, with the last on 13th.

Elsewhere: singles at Riccall on 20th July, Clifton Lake on
18th August, with six bird days at Castle Howard.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ocropus

January to March produced conly 9 bird days fxrom Cawood Marsh,
Hagg Bridge, North Duffield Carrs and Thornton Ellers.

An early returning bird at North Duffield Carrs from 20th

to 30th June was also seen at Wheldrake Ings. Fassage hegan
with a single at Breighton on 8th July, at Wheldrake Ings on
10th, 15th and 17th with three on 24th and two on 26th and
27th. An adult was at Ricecall from 25th to 28th and Poppleton
on 31st. Seven were at Melbourne on 2%th. (25 bird days.)
August yielded 31 bird days with 20 at Wheldrake Ings (max. of
five on 30th), and four at Riccall and Castle Howard.
September produced 23 bird days at Wheldrake Ings (max. three
on 7th), with a single at Thornton Ellers on 1st and five at
Melbourne on 6th. Four were at Skipwith Common on 1st
Cctober, with singles at Wheldrake Ings until 8th. Up to five
were at Melbourne from 25th November until year end.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa surcola

The decline continues with the only records of singles at
Wheldrake Ings on 30th May (TED) amd at Riccall on 3rd and 4th
August (SB).

COMMON SANDPIPER Actis hypoleucur

Once again a very poor spring passage, with no evidence of
breeding, although two juveniles were seen on the River Ouse
between Poppleton and Benningborough in July.

The first returning bird was at Hagg Bridge on 27th March.
Then there was a long gap until a single at Castle Howard on
23rd April and two at Poppleton on 27th. Records in May were
scattered with singles at Scarborough Bridge, York on 2nd,

Melbourne on 4th, Poppleton on 5th, East Cottingwith on 10th,

Wheldrake Ings on 13th and 14th and Clifton Lake on 16th.

One at Wheldrake Ings on 16th June.
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Autumn passage totalled 3% bird days between 10th July (two at
Poppleton) and 29th August {one at Castle Howard.

July produced 10 bird days with five at Poppleton and August
29, with 17 at Castle Howard (max. of three on lath and 15th).

Elsewhere: two at North Duffield Carrs on 2nd August and
Riccall on 3rd, three at Melbourne on 12th and one at Moor
Monkton on 13th.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER Culidris melanotos

A single at Wheldrake Ings on 7th September (TED).

The third record for the area, with the first at Roscarrs on
6th August 1976 and the second at Wheldrake Ings on 3rd
September 1984.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus

A first-winter bird at North Duffield Carrs on 10th February
(TED) and Wheldrake Ings on 7th April (DR).

LITTLE GULL Larus minutus

Spring records came from Wheldrake Ings with a winter-plumaged
adult on 17th March, a sub-adult on 29th April with two adults
and a sub-adult on 30th. An immature and sub-adult were
present on 3rd May.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus

The only significant counts in a poor year were:

8,000 at Wheldrake Ings on 31lst January with 3,500 on 1st
February, 1,500 on 7th BAugust, 1,500 south-west on 22nd
October and 5,500 roosted on 29th December with 7,000 on 31st.

Elsewhere: 650 at Naburn Sewage Works on 30th April, 300 at
Escrick on 12th August, 1,500 at Castle Howard on 8th and 116
at Clifton Lake on 16th Decémber with an average winter roost
of 50 to B0 birds.

An individual at Wheldrake Ings on 3rd March was pure vhite
apart from a wedge of black undersurface of inner primaries
(DR]).

COMMON GULL Larus canus

Again a very poor year with the only records in the first half
of the year being 1,000 at Wheldrake Ings on 31lst January and
a single on 26th April.

Returning birds were a single at Wheldrake Ings on 1ith July,
Aconb Green on 20th, with 15 at North Duffield Carrs and 150
south-east at Bubwith Ings on 31st. 300 at Castle Howard on
8th August increased to 100 on 15th. Three were at clifton
Lake during July to September, with an average winter roost of
10 to 50, with 70 on 1l6th December. 120 were at Scrayingham
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on 9th and B00 roosted at Wheldrake Ings on 29th with 530 on
3ist.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus

As always scarce during the winter with wvery little spring
passage. Up to 10 flew north over Selby in January and
February. Two adults and an immature were at Wheldrake Ings
on 4th February; a ‘fuscus/intermedius’ on 10th and an adult
and sub-adult ‘fuscus/intermedius’ on 20th March. Two were
there on 12th April and an adult at North Duffield Carrs on
28th.

Autumnn passage began with single figures daily at Wheldrake
Ings from 27th June teo 8th July.

Elsewhere: three sub-adults including ‘fuscus/intermedius’ at
Thornton Ellers on 2nd and 13 sub-adult at East Cottingwith.
Two flew south at North Duffield Carrs on 3rd, 80 sub-adults
were at Ellerton on 4th, four at Wheldrake Ings on 8th and 60
flew south-east at Bubwith Ings on 3ist.

Thirteen flew north-west at Castle Howard on 8&th August, a
single at Clifton Lake from 10th to 13th, 10 at Wheldrake Ings
on 18th and Castle Howard on 1%th. One at Clifton Lake on
23rd August and 2nd September, with 15 at cCastle Howard on
5th. Seven flew east at Wilberfoss on 15th and 300 at Castle
Howard on 16th. Singles at Clifton Lake on 13th October, Red
House on 2nd November, with three at Wheldrake Ings on 26th.

An individual zegularly coming to a garden in Selby since a
juvenile, returned on 25th August (PR}.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus

Another poor year with the only records in the early part of
the year of 120 at Wheldrake Ings on 31st January, 15 on 10th
February and one at Poppleton on 14th. Three were at
Wheldrake Ings on 26th April, one at North Duffield Carrs on
28th and Wheldrake Ings on 3rd May with two adults on the &th.

In the latter part of the year, singles at Wheldrake ings on
13th August, Poppleton on 15th September with two on 18th
November. One at Clifton Lake on 23rd December and up to 500
at Wheldrake Ings from 25th to year end.

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucocides

A first-winter bird flew over ILondon Bridge Garage on 15th
February (T&VW).

GREATER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus

buring the early wonths, 300 at Wheldrake Ings on 31st
January, 105 on 10th February, 15 on 25th March and 12 on 26th
April.

No further records until a single at Poppleton on 13th
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September, then 72 at Wheldrake Ings on 17th December

increasing to 400 by year end. A single at Wilberfoss on
27th.
KITTIWAKE Rissa triductyla

A poor year with the only spring record of two adults and
first-winter at Wheldrake Ings on 3rd March and a late adult
on 5th May.

COMMON TERN Sternpa hirundo

A small spring passage began with eight at Naburn Marina on
2nd and 3rd May (DP), a single at Wheldrake Ings and Castle
Howard on 3rd, Clifton Lake on 4th, two at Naburn Marina on
6th and a single on 7th. Two flew north-west over Selby on
12th and two were at Wheldrake Ings on 29th. Presumably
non-preeding birds were a single at Wheldrake Ings on 8th July
and five at North Duffield Carrs on 14th.

A series of records from Naburn Marina/Naburn Lock areas may
Suggest local breeding Two adults were feeding two well-grown
Juveniles on 28th to 30th July. Two adults and a juvenile
were present in 2nd August and were joined by three juveniles
on 3rd. Three adults remained until 14th.

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea
An appalling year with the only record of a single flying west
at Wheldrake Ings on 23rd May.

“COMIC TERN’ Sterpa hirinda/paradissaea

Two flew north at Melbourne on 13th May.

BLACK TERN Chilidonias niger

An early spring influx into Britain was also noted in the
area, otherwise a poor spring passage.

Eighteen were at Wheldrake Ings on 30th April (TED) and 1st
May. Eighteen were seen feeding in the evening at Range
Pools, Strensall Common on 2nd, three were at Castle Howard on
3rd when five were at Wheldrake Ings, with four on 4th. Three
were at Wheldrake Ings on 13th when one at Castle Howard with
the last there on 2ist (DR} .

The only autumn record was a juvenile at Castle Howard on 24th
August (DR).
LITTLE AUK Alle alle

A bird picked up at Wheldrake on 23rd December was released at
the coast next day (TED).
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STOCK DOVE Columba oenas

ATE 4}

Bred at Bishopthorpe Palace, Escrick, Stillingten, Yearsley
and York Water Works.

The only counts were from well-watched areas: 20 at Cawood on
6th April. Eightyfive at Bank Island on 24th December, 22 at
Acaster Ings on 30th and 39 at Wheldrake Ings on 31st.
Undoubtedly an under-recorded species.

HOOPPIGEON Columba columbus

In the early part of the year, 2500 at Escrick on 3rd January
with 3000 on 6th. Six hundred at Wheldrake Ings on 10th
February and 650 at Cawood on 6th April.

650 were at ¥Whitemoor Mine on 19th November, 1200 at Castle
Howard throughout November, 700 there on 9th December after a
gale, when 300 at Kexby, and 1000 at Bielby on 1lth.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
The largest counts were 85 at New Park, Huby on 15th January,
21 at Escrick on 12th February, 40 at Thorganby on 3rd

October, 53 at Escrick on 13th, 18 at Wilberfos=z on 18th and
67 at Thorganby on 31lst. Thirtvone were at Cawood Marsh on
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6th November, 35 at Skipwith on 26th and 30 there on 1st
December.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur

Bred lower Derwent/Pocklington canal, and present during the
breeding seascn at Brayton Barff, cCastle Howard, Cawood,
Coxwold, Hovingham, Riccall, skipwith Common, Stainer Wood and
Sturge’s Pond.

The first returning bird was at Wheldrake Ings on 2nd May
(SaB}. Early sightings, confined to the Lower Derwent and
Skipwith <Commen, were mainly of singles except two at
Wheldrake Ings on 17th May and North Duffield Carrs on 26th,
with pairs at Skipwith Common on 14th June and East
Cottingwith on 20th.

Four were at Wheldrake Ings on 1lst August, eight on 3rd and
four at North buffield Carrs on 24th with three at Wheldrake
Ings on 28th. The last were eight at Riccall con 4th September
(SAB).

CUCKQO Culculus canorus

The first reported bird was one at Skipwith Common on 17th
April (FWO). Singles were present throughout the area by 9th
May when two were at Stockton Lane, with two at Bolton Percy
on 25th. Seven were in the Selby area on 5th June. A rufous
phase female was at Wheldrake Ings and surrounding area from
loth May until 14th June. A similar (or same} bird was
present in 1989 from 2nd May to 9th June. The last was an
immature at Wheldrake Ings on 15th August (CR).

An interesting article by Patrick Oldfield appeared in the
- Weekender Magazine on 8th May, prompted by a letter from Mr
Frank Oates, about the first arrival date of this year’s
Cuckoo. Taken from YOC Reports for the last 20 vyears, the
mean annual arrival date is the 19th April. The earliest date
being 4th April in 1981 and the latest 27th April in 1975. We
are grateful to Mr O0ldfield who over the years has given
valuable publicity to this Club and particularly the Annual
Report.

BARN OWL Tyto alba

Bred Lower Derwent/Pocklingten Canal (14 pairs), Moor Monkton,
South Duffield and Wigginton, with birds xeported in the
breeding season from Breighton, Heslington and Naburn.

Outside the breeding season, singles were reported from 11
sites, with the exception of two hunting at Wressle Castle on
22nd and 23rd January and a pair at Heslingten on 17th HMarch.
Three were at Brind on 30th September, two at Moor Monkton on
5th and a pair at Bulmer on 16th (this being the only record
from the Northern area).

35



Three road casualties were reported from Wheldrake Lane,
Naburn and Fulford By-pass: these bring the road casualty
total to 14 during the 1%80s.

LITTLE OWN Athene noctua

Two were present throughout the year at Appleton Roebuck and
Maburn. Singles were reported at 12 sites in the York/Lower
Derwent Valley area.

It is encouraging that six sites were found in the North of
the area, at Alne, Brandsby, Crayke, Easingwold and Snaregate.

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco

Remarkably few records this year. Bred at Dunnington Common,
Grimston, Hovingham and Skipwith Common and possibly at
Brayton Barff, Holgate and Stainer Wood.

A single was calling at Skipwith Common on 31st January, with
two there on 10th March and a single at Brandsby on 18th. One
at Wheldrake Wood on 13th May and at High Wood on 22nd June.

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus

Bred at Skipwith Common where an adult and calling young were
seen on 21st May. A Jjuvenile there on 12th June and two
hunger-calling on 20th. Two Juveniles were also seen at
Wheldrake Wood on 13th May.

The rcost at Skipwith Common comprised of a single on 26th
March, three on 27th and a single on 3rd April.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus

In the Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area a relatively poor
year. Two were present from 13th January to 31st when there
were seven, then a single until 8th April.

In the latter part of the year a single at Wheldrake Ings from
10th November to 2lst and two were at Seavy Carr throughout
November and December.

Elsewhere, a single at Melbourne on 27th March.

RIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus

Two, possibly four, were in the clear-felled area of Yearsley
Wood on 26th May. At their traditional site, Skipwith Common,
seven singing males were present on 20th June and three on 8th
August. Seventeen singing males were present during the
breeding =eason.

It is encouraging that new sites are being found and it is
worth investigating any clear-felled areas in any viecinity,
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SHIFT Apus apus

A very early bird was a road casualty at Oswaldkirk on 11th
April (JP). The next was a single at Wheldrake Ings on 30th.
Birds were spread throughout the area by 1st June but nowhere
were there any large numbers., A passage at Wheldrake Ings on
7th May and 10 at Wheldrake Ings and East Cottingwith on 10th
were the only double figure counts until 50 at North Duffield
Carrs on 7th and 11th June.

Southerly passage started with 60 at Stuge’s Pond on 4th July,
500 at Dunnington Common on 20th and 85 at Brandsby on 21st,
with 250 at Crockey Hill on 23rd. Fifty were at Escrick on
3rd August and 15 at Wheldrake Ings on 6th. The last were two
at Wheidrake Ings on 3rd September {TED).

An abberrant bird at Wheldrake Ings on 30th June had a white
tail and patch around the eye {TED).

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis

Bred at Escrick (two pairs), TFulford Ings (twe pairs),
Sutton-on-Derwent, Thornton and Wheldrake Ings (two pairs}.,
six pairs bred within the York oOuter Ringroad. Frequency of
birds at seemingly unsuitable sites would suggest a surplus of
non-breeding birds unable to find unoccupied riparian
territories ,or the necessity for breeding birds te fish
further afield due to incrreasing competition. Intensive
competition angling now poses a serious threat to riverbank
habjtat at Middlethorpe Ings (MH). Possible breeding at
Elvington, Poppleton and Stamford Bridge.

One hundred and twentyone records were received from 25 sites,
mostly ones and twos, with the exceptions of four at Wheldrake
Ings on 14th March, four pairs alonyg the River Ouse between
York and Newton-—on-Ouse on &th April and three pairs along the
River Quse between York and Bishopthorpe on 22nd. Three were
at Hagg Bridge on 28th May and at Wheldrake Ings on 9th August
with four there on 4th September. Eleven were at Escrick on
12th August and three at Fulford Ings on 24th December. The
only record from the north of the area was one at Tollerton
Ings on l4th August.

GREEN WOODLPECKER Picus viridis

Bred Newbrugh Priory and Skipwith Common. Present during the
breeding season at Strensall Common (three on 14th June),
Blackmore, Kirkham Gorge and Lodge Wood.

Sipngles were alsc reported from Brayton Barff, Sturge’s Pond
and Wheldrake Ings, outside the breeding season.

Addition to 1988 Report

One at Hovingham High Wood on 15th April.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major

Bred castle Howard, Claxton, Highwood ; Moorlands, Newbrugh
Priory and Terry Carr., Heard or seen at a further six sites
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during the breeding season.

Singles were reported throughout the year in all areas with
two at Sand Hutton on 22nd March, three at Wheldrake Ings on
13th April and twe at Bishopthorps on 22nd.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor

Singles reported
throughout the vear at
Archbishop’s Palace,
Askham  Bog, Crockey
Hill, Escrick, Newbrugh
Priory, Skipwith
Common , Strensall

Common, Wheldrake Ings
and York Water Works
where a pair present on
16th March.

Addition fto 1989 Report
Two at Askham Bog on 15th and 18th January.
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SKYLARK Alauda arvepsis
Two or three pairs bred at Hobmoor.

The only records received were: 150 at Hagg Bridge on 2nd
January, 55 at Whitemoor HMine on 13th October, 50 at
Wilberfoss on 12th December, 1060 at Thornton on 22nd, 120 at
Ellerton/Aughton on 30th when 10 at Acaster Airfield.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia

Bred at Acaster, cClifton Ings, Fulford, Middlethorpe Ings,
Naburn, Poppleton and York City Centre. An indeterminate
number at a transitory excavation at British Sugar and on the
former Dringhouse Tip site (MH) .

The first arrival was at Wheldrake Ings on 13th March (DR},
with six there on 17th and one at York Water Works on 18th.
Numbers were relatively low with %the exceptions being 100 at
Wheldrake Ings on 12th April, 40 at Stamford Bridge on 17th,
60 at Naburn Lock on 6th May and 20 at Fulford Ings on 12th.
One hundred and fifty were at Moor Monkton on 7th August.
Fifty at Wheldrake Ings on 14th August began a passage in the
Lower Dexrwent, with 300 on 15th, 500 on 16th and 3000 on 23rd.
Thereafter, single figures until 26 on 19th September with the
last being six on 8th October {CR}.

Elsewhere: <five at Clifton Lake on 17th August, 30 at Castle
Howard on 20th; 20 at clifton Lake on 2nd September, two at
Riccall on 4th and at Fulford Ings on 8th October (CR).

A severe decline in occupied nests at Middlethorpe Ings due to
disturbance, whilst some 20 burrows were occupied in 1989 less
than that number of individuals were present in the area in
latex summer (MH).

SHALLOW Hirundo daurica

The first birds were at Acaster Malbis (DP) and Wheldrake Ings
(TED) on 12th April. RNumbers were nowhere high with 30 at
Wheldrake Ings on 26th and 10 at Clifton Lake on 4th May being
the only double figure counts The first eggs hatched at Moor
Honkton on 15th May.

The 3000 at Wheldrake Ings on 23rd August increased to 20,000
on 24th, during a thunder storm, reducing to 5000 on 28th and
4000 on 29th and 30th. There were 1000 there on 9th and 13th
September with 4000 on the 15th, declining to 500 by 26th.

Elsewhere: 300 at Castle Howard on 6th September, 56 at

Clifton Lake on 15th, with the last at Wilberfoss on 26th
Cctober (AW).
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HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica

The first arrivals were rather late this year with seven at
Escrick on 23rd April (CR), and singles at Wheldrake village
on 28th and Storwood and York on 29th and nine at Escrick on
30th. Reported late arrival at Bishopthorpe on 3rd May, with
fewer sites occupied.

One thousand at Wheldrake Ings on 5th September did not herald
the expected passage and the only other counts were 100 at
Castle Howard on 23rd, 250 at Wilberfoss on 3rd October, 50 at
Wheldrake Village on 5th, with the last being at Haxby on 22nd
(AK-Y).

RICHARDS PIPIT Anthus novaeseel andiae

A single bird at North Duffield Carrs on 20th (NS) and briefly
on 26th (GO) June.

First record for the area.

TREL PIPIT Anthus trivialis

The first was a singing male at Skipwith Common on 17th April
(FWO); four were present there on 28th when one at HNorth
Duffield Carrs. Three were at Brayton BRarff on 6th May, 10
at Skipwith Common on 26th with three at Strensall Common on
14th June and feour at Skipwith Common on 23rd. Five were at
Yearsley on st  July. Singles were reported from
Bishopthorpe, Kaburn Sewage Works and Snaregate.

The last flew south-west over Naburn Sewage Works on 28th
August (JL).

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pretensis

Bred in ILower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area, Hobmoor and St.
Nicholas Field.

The only early year records were: 50 at Thornton Ellers on 7th
January, 20 at North Duffield Carrs on 17th March and six at
Claxton on 22nd.

Post-breeding flocks were: 80 at East Cottingwith on 5th July,
200 at Whitemoor Mine on 1loth when 30 at Skipwith Common.
Fortynine roosted at Wheldrake Ings on 8th October and 30 were
there on 10th.

WATER PIPIT Anthtus spinoletta

A summer-plumaged bird at North Duffield Carrs on 13th May
{CR/TED).

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava

Bred in Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area and possibly at
Cawood Marsh where six were present between May and Augqust,
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and at Sturge’s Pond. Present at Clifton Ings in summer but
ho evidence of breeding. Appears to be nearing extinction as
a breeding bird in York (MH).

First returning birds were twe at Cawood Park (SAB) and a
single at Wheldrake Ings {TED) on 15th April. Singles at
Aughton on 16th, Nether Poppleton on 21st, Naburn on 23rd;
seven at North Duffield Carrs on 28th and three at Storwood
on 29th.

Birds became widespread during early May with +three at
Brandsby Heights on 7th, a single at Oliver Hill on 9th when
two at Strensall Common; five at North buffield Carrs on 26th
increased to eight on 7th June.

Post—breeding flocks were 12 at Pocklington Canal on 15th
July, 30 at Naburn on 23rd and 10 at Bubwith Ings on 31st when
four were at North Duffield Carrs. One or two reported from
Breighton, Cliften Lake, Clifton Ings and Escrick in August,
20+ at Melbourne on 28th, with 15 at Wheldrake Ings on 30th
and 14 on 31st. Three north over Acomb on 1st September,
eight at Thornton Ellers on 4th, five at Wheldrake Ings on
8th, three on 13th and one on 15th. A single at Riccall on
9th. The last was a single at North Duffield Carrs on 24th
{TED). .

GREY WAGTAIL Hotacilla cinerea

Bred at Ampleforth, Eastness, Escrick, Castle Howard, Millhiil
Meck, Nunnington Hall, Pocklingten Canal and River oOuse in
York City Centre. A pair during the breeding season on River
Foss, Haxby and singles at clifton Ings, Naburn Marina, 014
¥ork Evening Press building, Strensall and York University.

In the early part of the year singles were reported from eight
sites, with three at Nature Conservancy Council offices at
York University en 23rd January, a pair at Milihill Beck on
17th Febraxy and bunnington on 24th March

In September singles were reported from seven sites with two
at Wheldrake Ings and Melbourne on 22nd and four at cCastle
Howard on 29th. Ones or twos reported from 20 sites during
the remainder of the year, with the exception of eight at
Naburn Sewage Works on 26th November.

PIED WAGTAIL Hoticilla alba

Bred at Pocklington canal (four pairs}, Brandsby, Clifton Lake
area, Escrick and Holgate.

Maximum numbers in early months were: 30 at Thornton Ellers
on 7th January and 77 at Poppleton on 20th. Onehundred and
forty at High Farm Brandsby on 27th March and 25 at Wheldrake
Ings on 12th Apriil.

Post~breeding flocks of 63 at Naburn Sewage Works on 27th
July, 60+ at Melbouxpe on 12th August. 45 at Castle Howard on
3rd September, 60 at Melbourne on &th where 25 on 15th
increased to 74 on 23rd. Thirtytwo were at Bank Island on 8th
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November and 96 at Naburn Sewage Works on 26th December.

Birds showing characteristics of White Wagtail . a. alba were
as follows: a single at York University on 21st Harch,
several at Claxton on 22nd, four at Wheldrake Ings on 23rd and
singles at York University on 24th and wheldrake Ings on 27th.
Singles at Naburn Sewage Works on 12th and 22nd April with
three on 30th.

An early arrival at Wheldrake Ings on 30th August and 2nd
September and one on 23th October.

HWAXWING Bombycilla garrulus

Fortyseven were near Kilburn on 7th November to 12th (PR). Aan
adult at Fuiford Ings on 2néd December, twe on 3rd and 4th
(CR), two at Brandsby on 24th (PH)} when one was at Wheldrake
Ings ([TED}.

DIPPER Cinclus cinclus

Bred at West Ness ({two juveniles) (JP}. An immature at
Nunnington on 3rd June and an adult on 4th may have been from
the same family.

A bird showing
characteristics of the
Black-Bellied Dipper
(C.c. cincilus was in
Bielby/Pocklington
Canal area on 10th and
12th December (TED).
First record for the
area.
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WREN Trogladytes tregladytes
Sixtyeight pairs bred in Pocklington canal area.

Numbers reported: 23 at Stainer Wood on 18th June, seven at
Wheldrake 1Ings on 27th October and Fulford Ings on 3xd
December with six there on 5th. Fourteen were along 2km of
Pocklington Canal on 13th, 12 at Wheldrake Ings on 15th and 10
in Bielby Bridge area on 22nd.

One roosted in a hanging basket at Escrick (CR).

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis

The only record of note was 10 at Punnington Common on 11th
February.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula

Only counts received were 22 at Stainer ‘Wood on 18th June,
seven at Wilberfoss on 5th September and eight at Fulford Ings
on 28th November.

A white bird was at Wheldrake Ings on 22nd March (TED), and a
part albino with white back, rump, chin to lower breast and

wing bars, with the rest normal plumage on 27th and 29th
(CR, TED) .

NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos

Singles at East Cottingwith Ings on 14th June (TED) and
Hollicarrs on 18th (CR).

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros

A singing male at vork Carriage Works on 10th and 1ith May
(HK}, two on the 20th and one on 2nd July (DP).
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REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus

The first returning bird was cne at North Duffield Carrs on
leth aApril (T&VW). No others reported until singing males at
Skipwith Common and Strensall Common on 17th June. A single
female/immature at Thronton Ellers on 18th July, an immature
at Bank Island on 6th August and an adult female and immature
at Wheldrake IYngs on 7th. A pair was present there on 18th
and at Healaugh Church. The last was a late bird at
Copmanthorpe on 13th October JaD)

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
A pair bred at Pocklington Canal.

The first arrivals were one at Sutton Rush on 4th May (SAB), a
female at Snargate Quarry on 1lth, a single at Heslington
Tilmire on 23rd. Two singing males were at Strensall Common
on 14th June.

In the Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area: a juvenile on 7th
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July, two adults and two juveniles on 15th, two adults and
four juveniles on 30th to 15th August with two adults and
three juveniles on 17th. Three juveniles remained until 21st.
Five were there on 17th and three juveniles on 21st. Three
remained until lst September.

Elsewhere: an adult male at Acaster Malbis on 16th July, one
at Hobmoor on 18th August two at Moor Lane Terminus on 29th
and the last at Dunnington Common on 8th September (T&VE).

STONECHAT Saxicola torquata

A male at Ellerton on ist april (TED), at Yearsley on 4th Hay
(PH) and an immature at Church Bridge, Pocklington Canal on
1ith and 12th December (TED).

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe

The first arrivals were singles at Wheldrake Ings on 16th and
18th Maxch (TEDR). A pair at Low Towthorpe on 23rd, a male at
RNorth puffield carrs on 1st April and Naburn Sewage Works on
23rd. A pale-coloured male at Shipton on 1st May. 2 male at
Thornmton Ellers on 3rd and 10th May, two at Wheldrake Ings
from 10th to 12th when three were at the Knavesmire. A pair
at Wheldrake Ings en 13th and a single on 19th.

The autumn passage of a few years ago seems to have receeded,
with only singles at East Cottingwith on 1ith July and at
Ellerton on 17th and the last at Hob Moor on 18th August (MH).
Birds showing the characteristics of the Greenland race 0.0.
Leucorrhoa were a male at Wheldrake Ings on 12th July with a
pair there on 13th (CR).

RING OUZEL Turdus forquatus

A single at clifton Lake on 14th May (NS).

BLACKBIRD Turdus nerula

No records were received from the early part of the year.
Seventeen were at Stainer Wood on 18th June,

An influx occurred at Wilberfoss on 1st October but no numbers
were recorded. Seventeen at Escrick on 15th October, 40 at
Fulford on 13th November and Cawood on 25th. Eightynine at
Fulford on 3rd December, with 100 there on 5th and 60 on 12th,
when 80 were at Bielby.

A bird at York University in ¥May had a white left wing (CR).

A male was observed to catch and eat a Banded Demoiselle
dragon fly by the River Ouse in York on 15th June (MH).

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
Haximum counts in the early part of the year were: 500 at

North Duffield Carrs on 3rd and 4th February, 350 at
Scrayingham on 9th March and 550 at Wheldrake Ings on 23rd.
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Thirty were at Benningborough on 2lst April with eight at
Burnholme being the last {BGP).-

The first returning birds were two at Wheldrake Ings on 8th
September (CR}. In the Iower Derwent numbers increased
gradually from 37 on 8th October to S00 on 22nd, 1060 on 25th
and 3000 on 28th, thereafter reducing to 800 on 15th Novemwber,
300 on 13th and 26th with a small influx of 500 on 6th
December and 700 on Sth.

Elsewhere: One hundred and fifty flew north-west at Escrick
on 8th October, several hundred over Acomb on 20th and 400
were at Hessay on 31st. Fivehundred at Escrick on 5th
December, 700 at Castle Howard on 9th and 1200 at Bielby on
13th. Wintering numbers on Clifton Rackies/Bootham Stray of
1500 in late December.

SORG THRUSH Turduas philomelos

Ho significant counts were received although considerable
numbers of migrants were involved in thrush numbers around
20th Octeber.

Early nesting birds were on eggs at Escrick on 11th March with
a late nesting pair there on 16th August. Fledged young were
at ¥heldrake Ings on 29th april.

HISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
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Males were in full song at Escrick Church on 13th January
(FWO) and Dunnington Common on 28th November (T&VW). Twelve
were at North Duffield Cricket ground on 7th July.

REDWING Turdus iliacus

The only records in the early part of the year were 63 at
Wilberfoss on 20th January, six at Wheldrake Ings on 10th
April with the last at Benningborough on 21st (AJB).

The first returning birds were two at Wheldrake Ings on 30th
September (TED). Passage was noted at Osbaldwick on 1st
October but numbers were nowhere large, with the maxima being
150 at Wheldrake Ings on 10th. Despite nocturnal passage over
York on 12th no records were received until 90 at Hessay on
31st and 350 at New Earswick on 1st November.

GRASSHOFPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia

The first arrivals were at Wheldrake Ings on 28th and 29th
April (TED) with one at Naburn Sewage Works and Wheldrake Ings
on 30th, and Skipwith Common on 4th May whére one was present
on 14th June. Other than one at Bishop Wood on 22nd July all
other records refer to lLower Dexwent/Pocklingten Canal area.
Two on 30th June, with at least four males present during July
with two on lst August and the last being two on 15th (JL).

Numbers are just being wmaintained, but the range is
contracting to the Lower Derwent Valley, especially Wheldrake
Ings.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Seventynine pairs bred: Pocklington Canal and Iower Derwent.
Three pairs at Bishopthorpe/Naburn, two pairs at cClifton
Ings with at least nine territories on Fulford Ings. Possibly
bred at Holgate Beck, Roscarrs and St. Nicholas Field.

The first returning birds were six at Wheldrake Ings on 28th
April (TED) with four at Storwood on 29th. Singles were at
Skipwith Common and Wheldrake Ings on 4th May, Copmanthorpe on
&th, when 18 were at Wheldrake Ings. Two at Strensall Common
en 9th and 20 between Hagg Bridge and East Cottingwith on
10th with 25 there on 23rd. Three were at Bishopthorpe on
12th and two at Clifton Ings on 29th. Six were at Barlow
Grange on 5th June. The last was a single at Wheldrake Ings
cn 18th August (TED).

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpacreus

Thirtyeight pairs bred Pocklington Canal and Lower Derwent.
Possible breeding at Roscarrs and Sturge’s Pond.

The first were five singing males at Wheldrake Ings on 29th

April (TED). A single at Skipwith Common on 7th May, three at
East Cottingwith on 10th, a single at Castle Howard on 11ith
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and Cawood Marsh op 25th. Twenty were at Roscarrse on 5th June
and four at East Cottingwith on 26th, Two adults and two
juveniles at Wheldrake Ings on 25th August with the last being
a single there on 30th (TED).

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca

Bred Lower Derwent/Pocklington Canal area and Chapman’s Pond
(Dringhouses).. Pairs were present during the breeding seascn
at Acaster, Bishopthorpe, Bolton Percy, Brayton Barff, clifton
Backies, Clifton Ings, Copmanthorpe, Fulford Ings, Dringhouses
sidings, Naburn Sewage Works, Oxton, Skipwith Common and
Sturge’s Pond. Appears to be increasing in suburban areas
with territorial fighting noted among ornamental Whitebeanm
aleng Fale Lane, Acomb in early May.

The first arrival was a singing male at Wheldrake Ings on 26th
April (DR,TED} and the last at Whitemoor Mine on 15th
September (FWO,ML).

HWHITETHROAT Sylvia communis

Twentyeight pairs bred Pocklington Canal and lLower Derwent,
Skipwith Common, along the cycle track between Bishopthorpe
and Escrick, Clifton Ings, Fulford and probably at
Sutton—-on-the-Feorest. There were many breeding territories
around York with a minimum of 28 territories within the York
Outer Ringroad, including six plus pairs at Clifton Backies
and Fulford Ings and three at St. Nichelas Field. However,
many are in small areas of scrubland threatened by
development. A former major site in the Piggeries scrub near
Askham Bog now lost to scrub clearance and some broods were
lost at Fulford Ings due to hedge cutting.

The first arrival was at Poppleton on 19th April (CR,IW).
Two were between York and Benningborough on 29th, when three
were at Storwood and an early nest-builder at Skipwith Common.
Four were at Copmanthorpe on 6th May, a single at Strensall on
9th, six between Hagg Bridge and East Cottingwith on 10th and
a singing male in an oil seed rape field at Bolton Percy on
23rd.

A single was at Wheldrake Ings on 14th September, two at
Thornten Ellers on 5th, a juvenile at Wheldrake Ings on 7th,
two on 8th and singles on 9th and i8th being the last {TED).

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Bred in the Lower Derwent Valley.

The first arrivals were at Askham Bog (JL) and Wheldrake Ings
{(TED) on 28th April. Few records were received this vear. A
single was at Skipwith Common on 16th May, two pairs
displaying at Wheldrake Ings on 23rd, a singing male at Bolton
Percy on 25th and five singing males at Skipwith Common on
26th. The only June records were a single at Skipwith Common
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on 1ist with eight at Braytocn Barff on 8th being the last
{DRC) . It is quite remarkable that no further records were
received after this date.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilia

Bred in the Lower Dervent/Pocklington Canal area. Singing
males were reported from four sites and observed on a further
eleven sites during the breeding season.

Cne winter record of a male at Gilling Castle on 6th February
(JP).

The first spring arrivals were at Brandsby on 8th April (rH),
five at Wheldrake Ings on 12th and one at Cawood on 13th.
Five were in the Knavesmire on 9%th May and 17 at Brayton Bargf
on 5th June. The last was at Wilberfoss on 26th October {AW).

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix

The only records were three at Wass on 3rd May and a single at
Brayton Barff from 4th to 6th. (DRC).

CHIFFCHAFF Phyllascopus collybita

A single at Bank Island on Sth January over-wintered from 1989
(CR).

An early influx began with one at Skipwith Common on 12th
March (FWO) and by the end of the month were widespread
throughout the area. Count were: four at Wheldrake Ings on
22nd, five at sSkipwith Common on 27th, 16 at Holliscarrs on
9th April and eight at Yearsley Moor on 15th.

A small movement at Wheldrake Ings began with a single on 27th
August, two on 8th September, four on 13th, two on 1i5th,
three on 19th and two on 25th, with singles until the end of
the menth then two on 3rd October and three on &6th being the
last (CR).

Elsewhere: a single at York University on 26th September -and
five at Escrick on 5th October.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus

Sixtynine pairs bred along Pocklington Canal and Lower
Derwent.

Bixds arrived early this year with the first at Escrick on list
April (CR), two at Sturge’s Pond on 2nd, a single at Wheldrake
Ings on 4th, two at Castle Howard on 7th and a single at
Bishopthorpe Crematorium on ath. Birds arrived in the
northern part of the area with three at Yearsley on 15th, 13
were at Wheldrake Ings on 24th and ten on 26th. Fortythree
were at Brayton Barff on 4th June and 17 at Sturge‘’s Pond on
5th. Five were at Wheldrake Ings on 29th August, four at
Riccall onm 13th September and the last was a single at
Wheldrake Ings on 23rd {TED).
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Addition to 1989 Report
First bird was singing male at Askham Bog on 30th March (AF).

GOLDCREST Regulus regqulus

Bred in suitable habitat in the Brandsby area (PH). Singing
birds in the Museum Gardens in early spring but no indication
of breeding. At West Park, Acomb, up to five singing males in
late 2pril, with fierce defence of territories.

The only records were of 25 at Dunnington Common on 30th
December and present throughout the year at Askham Bog and
Knavesmire Wood.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER HMusciecapa striata

The first record was of one at Nunnington on 4th May (dP)
followed by a pair at Bishopthorpe on 10th and Brandsby on
19th. During June and July one or two seen at Healaugh,
Poppleton - and Thornton Ellers. One was feeding regularly frem
aerials in York City centre. Three were at Wheldrake Ings on
12th August and a family party in Askham Bog on 29th. The
only other breeding reports came from Brandsby and the Lower
Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal.

The last two seen were at Thornton Ellers on 4th September
(TED).

BEARDED TIT Parus biarmicus

Two were at Wheldrake Ings on 8th November (TED) and a female
with a flock of Reed Bunting on 18th {CR,TED).

LONG~TAILED TIT Adegithalos caudatus

Early in the year flocks at Wheldrake Ings (40}, Acomb (16},
Stubbs Wood (10), Clifton Backied {(c20}, Claxton Moor {25),
Askham Bog (15) and Skipwith Common {20-30).

A pair were nest building on Skipwith Common on 23rd March
(FO} and breeding was recorded at Poppleton, Askham Bog,
Copmanthorpe, Fulford, Holgate, the ILower Derwent Valley and
Pocklington Canal. They also probably bred at New Earswick
Rature Reserve Chapman’s Pond, Hobmoor, Acomb and Brandsby.

Post-breeding parties were, 14 at Bank Island on 8th August,
20 at Escrick on 12th and 22 at Wheldrake on 14th. In the
latter part of the year the largest flock numbers were: cl0
on Skipwith Common on 22nd September, 32 on Wheldrake Ings on
22nd October, 25 at Brandsby on 18th HNovember and 35 on
Punnington Commen on 30th December.
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MARSHE TIT Parus palustris

A single at Moreby Park on 14th January, at Skipwith Common on
18th February, Thornton Ellers on 20th, Skipwith Common on
17th March and Wheldrake Ings on 22nd.

Three pius pairs were at Yearsley Moor on 15th April amd a
single at Brandsby on 1lth May. ‘an anxious pair’ were at
Sutton~on-the-Forest on 19th June, two at Yersley in July but
confirmed breeding came only from Thornton Ellers.

One or two seen during the rest of the year at wheldrake Ings,
Copmanthorpe, Skipwith Commen, New Earswick Nature Reserve and
Bielby, but an unusually large flock of 10+ at Pond Head on
18th November (RS).

WILLOW TIT Parus montanus

Two were at Poppleton on 14th January, two in Askham Bog on
30th and two on Skipwith Common on 3rd February.

Bred at three sites near Brgandsby, Lower Derwent
Valley/Pocklington Canal, Hob Moor, Strensall Common where
juveniles were seen on 30th July, and probably at Selby.

From September onwards four were at Riccall and wheldrake Ings
and cne or two at Skipwith, Black Woods, wheldrake, Haxby,
Bielby and Melbourne.

COAL TIT Parus ater

Bred at two sites at Yearsley Forest, Sutton-on-Forest and
Wheldrake Wood where they were seen feeding young, and two or
three pairs at West Park, Acomb.

Seen at Askham Bog, Brandsby, Poppleton and Skipwith Common.
The larger flocks reported were: c25 at Black Wood on 17th
Novembexr and cl0 at Bishop Wood on 25th.

BLUE TIT Parug eneruleus

Bred at Acomb, Poppletcon and Escrick.

Forty were at Acomb on 16th January, 22 at Escrick on 30th
September with 25 on 1st October, and 30 at Dunnington Common
on 30th December.

GREAT TXT Parus major

The only significant sighting was a flock of 30+ at Thurtle
Wood, Castle Howard on 9th December.

NUTHATCH Sitta europaea

Bred at Acomb Wood, Brandsby and Poppleton and present in the
breeding season at Bishopthorpe and Castle Howard. Seen also
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during the year at Archbishop’s Palace, Escrick, Moreby
Park and Thicket Priory.

TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris

Bred in the Howardian Hills and pProbably at Peoppleton,
Rawcliffe, Skipwith Common and the Bishopthorpe Crematorium.
Seen at Dunningten, Black Wood, Wheldrake and Bishop Wood.

JAY Garrulus glaridarius

Thinly spread reports throughout the Year and throughout the
area. Breeding reports came from two sites in Brandsby and in
Askham Bog a pair were feeding three fledglings.

Five were at Moorlands on 2nd and 1l4th January and at Askham
Bog on 30th. Four were at Skipwith Common on 3rd February.
Up to three birds during the Year at Bishop Wood, Escrick,
Strensall Common and Wheldrake Ings.

MAGPIE Pica pica

Large counts were: €13 at Poppleton on 30th March and Riccall
on 4th September and 26 at Fulford Ings on 5th December.
JACKDAW Corvus monedula

No significant records received.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus

Large counts were: 1,100 at Hogg Lane on ist August, ©250
Thorganby on 1lst August when 250 were at Escrick. One hundred
and twenty at Poppleton on 15th December and birds were
congregating on old nests at Brandsby on 22nd.

CARRION CROW Corvus corope

Ho significant records received.

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris

A flock of 2,000 were roosting near Bilborough in January and
‘thousands’ were seen at Poppleton in Augqust. A pair were
feeding juveniles on Fulford Ings on March 27th.

HOUSE SPARROW Passer Domesticus

Haximum counts were: 250 at Woodthorpe from 15th to 30th July

and 100 at Thornton Ellers on 15th with sixty at Poppleton on
2ist October.
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TREE SPARROW Passer montanus

Bred at Bootham Stray, Dunnington, Lower Derwent Valley,
Osbaldwick, Rawcliffe Copse, Terrington and Gutgang. Probably
bred: twe pairs at Poppleton and four pairs on Hiddlethorpe
Ings. A pair raised three broods of five, five and four in a
nest box at Escrick, while in Selby young were predated by a
Great Spotted Woodpecker.

The largest early winter flocks were: 150 at wWibliteft on
14th January, 45 at Poppleton on 21st, 50 at Healough on 8th
February, 30 at Bishopthorpe on 14th and 82 at Wilberfoss on
4th 2pril.

Later in the year, 50 at Acaster Airfield on 17th Octcber, 70
at Melbourne on 22nd, 50 at Haxby on 1ist November, 20 at
Brandsby on 18th and 26 at Fulford Ings on 28th. Thirtysix
were at Elvington on 28th December.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla collebs

This common breeding bird was onl} recorded as such in
Poppleton and Holgate.

The largest flocks were: 130 at Riceall on 7th January, 200 on
Skipwith Common on 23rd, 30 at Healaugh on 8th February and 60
on Skipwith Commen on 26th, 500 on North Duffield Carrs on lst
December and 100 at Bielby on 22nd.

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla

Only a scattering of records this year: two females in West
Park Acomb on 13th January, twoe in Acomb om 11th March and 15
at Wass on 16th (JP).

At the year end the first returning bird was at Wheldrake Ings
on 17th October (TED). Five were there on the 1st November
and 120+ on the Terrington/Hovingham Road (EM) on 16th-18th
with 20+ at Pond Head on 18th, with singles at Acomb

and Escrick at the end of the month. Two in Knavesmire Wood
on 5th Decembher, 17 at Pocklington on 13th and three in
Knavesmire Wood on 24th. A very poor showing.

Addition to 1989 Report
Ten at Seavy Carr on 2nd January and 50 at Allerthorpe Common
on 5th HMarch.

GREENFINCH Carduaelis chloris

The larger flocks recorded were:- 300 at Bank TIsland on i6th
March, 100+ at Poppleton on ist September, 300 at Rorth
Duffield Caxrs on lst December and 4060 were feeding on thistle
and sugar beet seeds at Selby.

A breeding report came from Holgate.
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GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis

Breeding reports came from Holgate, Dunnington and the Lower
Derwent Valley/Pocklington Canal area. Four pairs were at
Poppleten in the breeding season.

The only charm counted in the early months were 30+ at 0Old
Earswick on 27th March.

Post-breeding flocks were: eight at Geoff. Smith Hide on 25th
August rising te 120 by 24th September. Fiftyone at Thornten
Ellers on 6th September, 1% at Sutton on 22néd, 80 at Wheldrake
Ings on 23rd and 50 at Wilberfoss on 25th. Sixty on Clifton
Ings on l6th October and 40 at Poppleton on 8th November.

SISKIH Carduelis spirus

A fleck of 120 at Askham Bog on 2nd January had risen to 160
by 4th Pebruary; 50 at Thornton Ellers on 31st January; 80 at
Sand Hutton on 2nd February; 20 at Yearsley Moor on 5th March
declining to 10 by 10th Aprii, being the last spring record
(ML). Small numbers were at Acomb and Brandsky during the
early months of the year.

The post-breeding return passage began with 20 at Wheldrake
Ings on 23rd September (TED} and 140 at ampleforth on 21ist
October. Twenty at Askham Bog on 1lth November, rising to &5
by 9th December, of which 50+ were seen bathing in the brook.
Eighty were at Thornton Ellers on 24th December, 100 on
Yearsley Moor on 2nd December, 70 on Melbourne Ings on 14th

-with 60+ at Bielby Bridge on 15th. Smaller numbers were seen
during November and December at  Haxby, Aconb and
Ellerton/Aughton.

addition to 1989 Report
A& singing male at Blackwood, Wheldrake on 29th March and at
Askham Bog on 30th.

LINRET Carduelia ecannabina

No records for Jan/March but there were 21 at Cawood on 3rd
April, 40 on North Duffield carrs on 28th and four pairs at
Poppleton on 258th May with 70 at Elm Hagg on 3xd June.
At Escrick a pair nested in a garden conifer and laid four
eggs from 21st July which hatched on 5th August; on 11th the
young were thrown ocut of the nest by a Tawny Owl (CR).

Fifty were at Poppleton on 1st September rising to 70+ by 4th
November. fThe final count for the Year was 30 at Bielby on
1lth Decenmber.

REDPOLL Carduelis flammea

Breeding records came from Acomb and Dunnington.
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Two hundred were feeding in Birch at Selby early January but
elsewhere only small numbers during that month at Horeby Park
{20), Poppleton (5) ang Agkham Bog {5). A male was singing on
Skipwith Common on 27th March, two at Bishopthorpe Crematorium
on 12th May and Middlethorpe Ings on 3rd June.

Year end flocks were of 39 at Skipwith Common on 1oth
November, 40 at Melbourne on 22nd December with smalleyr
numbers at Wheldrake Ings (14) and Askham Bog (up to 14).

A bird showing the characteristics of a Healy Redpoll (c.r.
flammea) at Skipwith on 16th December 91ED) .

Addition to 1982 Report
300 at Thornton Village on 2nd January and 200 aon 8th.

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra

The first record for the year was one seen feeding on cones on
Skipwith common on 13th June (FO) followed by & count of nine
there on 17th. Thirty were on Yearsley Moor on 1st July with
18+ on 15th. A male was flying N.W. at Naburn Sewage Works on
2nd August and six were on Wheldrake Ings on 30th {(first in
Lower Derwent Valley) (‘TED).

Two at Escrick on 6th Septemher increased to a mwale with three
females on 11th. Thirteen were on Yearsley Moor on 8th while
39 were seen flying north at Castle Howard on the same day.
Wheldrake wWoods held nine males and five females on 30th
October. A count on Yearsley Moor on 18th Novenmber Produced
10 birds but on 2nd December 112 were seen (Rs). Thirtle
Wood, Castle Howard had 50+ on 1st December, one at Skipwith
common on 16th with =zix males and two females at Terrington on
23rd December.

We had our share in this irruptive year.

Addition to 1989 Report
Family party with streaky juveniles at Harrington High Wood on
25th April.

BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula

January: one to three at Breighton, Stubb Wood, Skipwith
Commen and Poppleton. February: three at Grimston Wood,
several feeding on bramble on Skipwith Common and six at
Claxton. April: six at Yearsley Moor with pairs at Poppleton
and Haxby.

During the breeding season seen at Poppleton, Skipwith Common
and Sutton-on-Forest with confirmed breeding at York wWater
Works, Brandsby and Escrick where two pairs raised siw young.

Post-breeding: - six were at Wheldrake Ings on 7th August,

four at Poppleton on 14th September. Wheldrake Ings held nine
on 27th October, 11 at Fulford Ings on 31st; eight were on
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Skipwith Common on 10th November, six in Bishop Wood on 25th
and a flock of 12 at askham Bog on 9th Pecember.

HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Bred at Escrick where a pair was seen with nesting material on
3rd May. Two juveniles on 2nd Auqgust, an immature on i2th
September and an adult on 26th November {CR).

A single was at Archbishop’s Palace on 3rd January, a sick
bird found at oxton on 17th July died the next day. A single
again at Archbishop’s Palace on 11th November and nine were
feeding on Hornbeam seed in Knavesmire Wood on  2ist(MH).
Three were still there on 5th December and one was in Moreby
Park on 15th.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella

There were 20 at Haxby on 1st January, 80 at Bank Island on
4th, six at Healaugh on 8th February 41 on Fulferd Ings on

3rd March. 8inging males on Skipwith Common on 16th March and
two on the Knavesmire on 9th May.

On 24th June young were being fed with blue damsel fly on
Skipwith Common. Males were still singing on Strensall Common
on 13th August.

Post-breeding flocks of 30 at Wilberfoss on 29th September, 20

at Cawood on &6th November, 20 at Bielby on 11th bDecember, 43
at Bank Island on 21st and 64 at Elvington on 28th.

REED BUNTIXG Emberza schoeniclus
A poor showing this vear with either a poor year or, more than
likeIy, under recorded.

There was a pair at Clifton on 2ist January, five at Skipwith
Common on 3rd February. A single male on Strensall Common on
oth May.
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Bred in five urban sites
round York.

Twentyseven at Wheldrake
Ings on 15th HNHovember
when three pairs weres at
Felford Ings.

CORM BUNTING Hiliaria calandra

Flock sizes have declined quite markedly in the last few
years. Perhaps the national trend of decline has finally
caught up with our area or, more hopefully, that records have
not been forthcoming from certain areas as in previous years.

Thirtyfive at East Cottingwith on 23rd February, 30 at
Melbourne on 27th Harch. Seventeen at Crockey Hill on 13th
April and up to eight during April at both Hagg Bridge and
Rorth Duffield Carrs.

Singing males at Hagg Bridge, Stillington, Herth Duffield and
Poppleton, Breeding confirmed in +the Lower Derwent Valley/
Pocklington Canal area.

Autumn flocks were: 40 at North pDuffield on 19th Novenmber,
8ix at Bielby on 1ith December and 27 at Riccall on 22nd.
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Escapes

Black Swapn Cygnus atratus
Two resident all year at Castle Howard Lake.

Bar-Headed Goose Anser indicus
One at Geoff. Smith Hide, North Suffield Carrs on 5th May.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
Two introduced to the University Lake on 4th October ({CR).

Mandarin Aix galericulata
Tfwo males and two females on Bishopthorpe 1Ings on 28th
December (DP}).

chilog Wigeon Anas sibilatrix
Two males and two <females on Bishopthorpe Ings on 28th
December (DP}.

Cockateel Nymphicus hollandicus
One at Poppleton on 14th Novembexr (IWR).
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the following species have also been recorded in the area
since 1966 but did not appear in 1990:

Red-throated Diver
Black—throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
slavonian Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Fulmar

Manx Shearwater
Gannet

Storm Petrel

White Stork

Shag

Bittern

Night Heron

. Purple Heron

Iessrs White-fronted Goose
Brent Goose

Egyptian Goiose
Mandarin

Russy Shelduck
American Wigeon
Blue-winged Teal
Red-crested Pochard
Ferruginus Duck
Ring-necked Duck
Conmon Scoter

Velvet Scoter
Barrow’s Goldeneye
Red-breasted Merganser
Eider

Long-tailed Duck
Black Kite

Red Kite

Red~footed Falcon
Honey Buzzard
Rough-legged Buzzard
Crane

Golden Pheasant
Corncrake

spotted Crake
Kentich Plover
Temminck’s Stint

Little Stint
Sanderling
white~rumped Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Baird’s Sandpiper
Turnstone

Grey Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
stone Curlew

aArctic Skua

Great Skua

Glaucous Gull
Kittiwake

Little Tern
Sandwich Tern
Roseate Tern
Whiskered Tern
Caspian Tern

Puffin

culllemot
Ring-necked Parakeet
Alpine sSwift
Bee-eater

Hoopoe

Wryneck

Woodlark

Red—-rumped Swallow
Marsh Warbler
Barred Warhler
Firecrest
Red-backed Shrike
Great Grey Shrike
Pied Flycatcher
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Golden Oriole

Snow Bunting

Cirl Bunting

Twite

Lapland Bunting
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